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CUERRILLA WAR IN TUCUMAN PROVINCE, THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE BOMBED

AND STRAFED A SUSPECTED GUERRYL_LA BASE CARP IN THE MOUNTAINS NEAR
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TNE: TONN OF FAMAILLA (27033=8824W) -ON 6 NOV 70, THE ATTACK WAS:
MADE By Aw#Big oF THE V AIR BRAGADE AT VILLA REYNOLDS (33438=6823N),
AND: WAS LED: pY THE BRIGADE DIRgCYOR OF OPERATIONS (EQUIVALENT YO

A. USAF WING p0) cOMODDRO '*CACHQ" GIOSA,

2. (U) WEATHER DURING THE STRIKE, WHICH BEGAN AT 13g@Z, WAS 308
MEYERS BROKEN ANp DID NOT INTERFERE WITH VISUAL TARGET ACQUISITION,
FRAGMENTATION BoMBS WERE OROPPED AND THEN STRAFING RASSES WITH 20MM
CANNON WERE MADE UNTIL AMMUNITION WAS EXHAUSYTED, STRIKE COORDINATION
INVOLVED PRE ANp POST STRIKE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPAY, PRE=STRIKE TARGE?Y
MAKING WITH SMOKE, AN AIR COORDINAYOR ON THE GROUNO AND AN AIRBORNE
ONe8ITE COMMANDER,

3, =663= THE GUERRILLA BASE CAMp ATTACKED, WHICH WAS LOCATED IN A
HEAVILy FORESTEp BOx CANYON, MAD BEEN UNDER QBSERVATION 8y PATROLS
OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY!S V INFANTRY BRIGADE, RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
COUNTER~GUERRILLA OPERATONS IN YHE TUCUMAN PROVINCE, ONE SOURCE
REPORTED THAT THE PATROLS HAD pBSERVED STRUCTURES AND PERSONNEL,
HEARD MOTDRS RUNNING (PROBABLY POWER GENERATOKS) AND HAD WITNESSED
CONSIDERABE ACTIVITY AROUND CaAvE ENTRANCES IN THE CANYON WALL,
CONVINCED THAT IN THIS UNPOPULATED AREA THAT A GUERRILLA BASE CAMP
MAD BEEN DISCOVERED, AND THAT ASSAULY ON IT BY GROUND FORCES WAS
NOT FEASIBLE BECAUSE OF THE TERRAIN, THE ARMY REGUESTED THE AIR’
FORCE STRIKE'. Np POST STRIKE DAMAGE ASSESSMEN! 1S YET AVAILABLE,

4. (U) GAPS IN THE FOREGOING yNFORMATION ARE AS POLLOWSI TYPE OF
PHOTO=RECCE AIRCRAFT: TYPE OF TARGET MARKING (FAC) AIRCRAFT, B
812E OF FRAG BOMpS USED, NUMBER OF ATTACK AIRCRAFY USED,

5 COMMENY = SINCE THE ARMY13 COUNYER=

GUERRILLA OPERATION, DUBBED "opERATION INDEPENDENCE," WAS

LAUNCHED IN FEB 75, THE AIR FQRCE HAS BEEN JYLMING TO PARTICIPATE,
UNTIL THE SUBJECT STRIKE, THEy HAVE ONLY PROVIOED AIR LOGISYIC
SUPPORY TO THE ARMY IN TUCUMAN WITH Cei328°8, WHEN THE GUERRILLAS
BLEW UP A Coy3@ IN TUCUMAN IN SEPTEMBER, AIR FORCE DESIRE FOR
RETALIATION RoSg TO A B80IL, DURING THE ANNUAL ASADO (BAR B QUE)
HELD BY THE AAF £G FOR FOREIGN AIR ATTACHE'S UN & NGY 75,

SENIOR OFrlceRS WERE EXHUBERANT, ONE SOURCE [Sec 3 3(b) (1) |STATED
THAT MORE STRIKgs ARE PLANNED, BUT DID NOT ELABORATE, SOURCE STATED
HONEVER, THAT THE USE OF OTHER ORDNANCE 1S BEING CONSIDERED, MWE

THEN ASKED nuvlczs|m¥3yu)usc424 |A80UY THE
EFFECTIVENESS Of OYHER CE:s « JOURCE
CONCLUDED [(b)(3):10 USC 424 BY DBSERVING THAT NOW THAT THE AIR FORCE
MAD STRUCK, THEy EXPECYED TERRORIST RETALIATION IN THE FORM OF
ASSASSINATIONS AND ATTACKS ON AIR FORCE UNITS. THIS MS$G

HAS BEEN cOORDINATED WITH EMBASSY, #6dGmie
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