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__ w ~-A NGOL A: I~~ 5'E IWIE NT s. CU> \ r 1'tN- • FID ~ ll>~A IL~STRO HAVE !!ADE PISLIC STATEl'IEN,TS IN \ 

ANSWER TO RECENT US CHARGES OF AN INraEASE IN KAVANA•S AFRI-

CAN PRESENCE. BOTH CALLED THE Sl'AT IO NIE OF TROOPS IN ANGOLA 

A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE AND THEW Il'}l)RAWAL OF PERSONNEL AN ISSUE 

STRICTLY BETWEEN L UAtl>A AND HAVANA. 

2. CS ) PRESIDENT CAsrRO TOLD VISIT ING US RE,PRESENTATIVES .?N . 
I . 

6 DECEMBER THAT THE ISSt.£ "HAS r«>TKirG TO·DO WITH RELAT°IONS 

BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES Ari> CUBA.... IT PERTAINS TO· COMMIT-

MENTS WE HAVE HAD W 1T H OTHER alUNTR IES FOR MANY YEARS." HIS 

YOUNGER BROTHER, RAU., FIRST VICE PRESIDENT OF CUBA AND MIN­

ISTER OF TKE REVOL tJ I> NAR-Y ARMED FORCES, ADOPTED A. _SlMILAR 
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LINE DURING HIS SPEECH TO THE MR.A COERESS IN ANGOLA ON THE 

5TH • ALWAYS CONSIDERED PORE HARDL INE THAN FIDEL, HE COMMENTED 

THAT THE us WAS ·wA sr lt«i IT s TIME AND BEING USELESS.. y PERSIS­

TENT• IN ATTEMPTING TO TRADE OFF WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM 

ANGOLA FOR RAPPROCHEMENI' • RAU.. COMl'IENTED THAT THE SIZE OF THE 
\ . 

EXPEDITONARY FORCE THERE WAS THE EXQ.US·IVE CONCERN OF THE 
• ' 

SOVEREIGN Cll3AN AND ANGOLAN GOVERNIWENTS, THE l9LA, AND THE 

CUBAN OOIWIMUNISI' PARTY. 

3 • +G > COMING ON THE HEELS OF THE STATEI-ENTS MADE BY CARLOS ----~ 
~R A:.:.:.F...:.:A:.::.=a~;;.:.;.;;--:...--V I CE PRES IDE NI OF THE COUNCIL S OF ST ATE A ND /,.,._ -----------------e,.(4 ~ 

IES, IN MUCH THE SAi.'£ VEIN, THESE REMARKS NO DOUBT WILt:-r----.;.___ 
---1----

C lB AN RESPONSE TO THE MID-tl>VE113ER DISa.OS\ftE OF 

CUBA•S AFRICAN PRESENCE. CUBA QUITE LIKELY ,CONSIDERS THE 

THREAT POSED TO THE NETO GOVERNMENI FROM THE UNlTA AND FNLA 

A TACTICAL PROBLEM THAT CAN BE REMEDIED THROOOH INCREASED MIL­

IT ARY MANPOWER. AT THE SAE TIME, THE CUBANS ~AR THAT THEIR 

PRESENCE IS BEING MANIPU..ATED BY THE US TO EFFECT A TRO~P RE-

·uct ION IN EXCHANGE FOR CX>tlI INUED PROGRESS ON NORMALIZED1RELA-

ONS WITH WASHINGTON.. FOR ECOrllfllIC REASONS, THEY FEEL THAT , 

US MUST ONCE AGAIN ASSUME A FAWRABLE TRADE RELATIONSHIP 
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WITH HAVANA TO PU.L THE COUNTRY OUT OF ITS ECX>NOMIC DOLDRUMS. 

FOR THE NEAR TERM, THE CUBAN RESfONSE WAS PREDICTABLE, AND IT 

ACTUALLY REF!.ECEED HAVANA'S INTENT TO IIA INT AIN ITS lln. IT Al(Y 

OPTION IN ANGOLA WHR.E fLAYING DOWN THE MAGNITll)E OF THE PRO-
BLEM. 
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