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. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BIOGRAPHIC REPORT 

GfNERA~ INFORMATION 
I, COUNTRY 

1

2. DATE OF rNfORMAl'tON (Yt, mo~ ;. CATE OF" REPORT (Yr, mo, d•y) 

IIUN -Current d•y> 75-05-13 
•- NAME .. FULL NAME ( Give lull ni1me in Rom•n letleot,,, Jn natural order, and wltr, n.irl!.lt•I c•pirolizarjon, Undt:!tline .llurname, or, I f known by namt.t(s) 

orher than SUl'nl!fme,1 undr,r lino :w.ame. Give, phonetic pronuncistlon of n.-me •-' •PPtoµ,,,.t~ ), 

Gholam Ali OVEISI (0'1-VAY-SEE) 
b. N-'ME OR NAMES BY WHICH INOIVIOUAL PREFE~S TO BE A.OD~ESSEO 

(I} IN OFIFICIA.L CORRESPONDENCE; General Gholam Ali OVEISI ! 

(2) ORALLY AT OFFICIAL GA.THE:~O,,jGS: General OVEISI 

s. FULL NAME IN NATIVE ALPI-IABET ~,, , ~ 
6, VARIANTS, ol,UASES, 0~ NICKNAMES 

None 
7, POSITION b, OA"tE ASSUMED POStT10N .. PRE.SENT POSITION Commanding General, Imperial Iranian (Yul', month, day) 

Ground Forces. NOTE: Care should be taken to refer to 72-11-16 
subject's position as indicated here. (See Continuation Sheet ) 
C, RANK/ TITLE (in 1-;np_lish 11nd Nath'" lan~ua~(') d . 0"TE O f RANK (Yr, mo, d.ay) 

General (Arteshbod 
. : -

' 69-06 - 24 -<'I I 

.. SERVICE 

I 
I. 8R"NCH O F SERVICE 

Imperial Iranian Ground Forces Infantry 
8. 0.ATE ANO PLACE 0~ B1RTH {Town, St11f~, Pro11tn c e1 , Cotmlry) 

I 
.. SEX 

1918 - Oom (Central Province) Ira'.l Male 
,o. ?RESENT AOCRESS (Jnc-ludint unit loc.etion if 11pplic . ..t,/<11:) TE'.LEPHO",IE NO 

Headquarters, Imperial Iranian Ground Forces 
Lavizan, Tehran (See Continuation Sheet) 885001 

11. NATION.AL!TY I ,,_ RACE 13- PHO TO SUBMITTED 

Iranian Caucasian :X'. YES l --l NO 

14. CIT! Z E.NSHIP ( Tridkatt- d11al dtJzt-nship wl1ert- opptf('(,hf~) •1(b )(6) 
I ranian 

16, TITLES ANO HONORIFtCS (P,.int"e, DDclot, Pandit, e-1<:J, 17. MARIT AL STATUS 

Adjutant to His Imperial Majes ty the Shahanshah. ·x 1 MARRIED t.:. l SINGLE 

This posi tior., large ly honorific (See Continuation iSheetn)vo~CED I_ I WI DOWEO 

PHYSICAL OESCRIPTION , .. ACE 

1

19. BEARO MUSTACHE 20, T€E T H (Natural J 

57 ,.·. YES l..x NO i. __ i YES el NO l~j YES l __ ; NO 

21. PROMINENT OR UNUSUAL ,:-EATURES ( MDles, scar.11, ~tr!hmorkJ;, d e) 

None apparent 
22, COLOR EYES I 23, COLOFl MAIFl I ,._ BALO I 2S- "6fl/T I 26. WEl.EHT 

Brown Gray _ -~ YES 
X, NO 1 5lbs 

·--· 
27. BUILD (Sm('!!, medium, I11rRt>) I , .. POSTURE ,._ :·~ RlGHT HANOE O 

Small Erect '···- L E FT 'I-I A N D ED 

30. PHYSICAL OEF'ECTS ;1. GENERAL STATE OF HEAL TH 

None a-o-oarent Good 
32, t-,,.\RO OF t-fE°'qlNG )3. GkASSES 

:-··J YES :°71 NO I._ ' YES . I NO For Reading 
PE ~~OM._L BACKG~OUMD 

... CIVIL E D UC ATION ( Li:d s e h Q,,/3, l o t'at/ -,n(s), m ~jo, 1· 0 11r .H• , d<-1:!.tef>(.,;) , l'lonr,1,,;, ~nd in c1u r. l v~ ,tate .~ ( Yt1a.J', m o nth, dor), 

Civilian e ducation through 12th grade . Loc ation and dates unknown. 

JS. LANGUAGE PROFl CI E NCY (lnctucJ~ diolr-c.1 s , de~ree of llri#Onc~• , ,..nd 11~ilily to ac t as t ronslato r.-' lr1 tc,pt'lt~r .1, 

Persi an - Native 
English - Good 
French - Good 

36, TRAV EL ( LIJ1t c ountries, dat~ s, l!lnd purpD~~ ), 

1959: USA - Command and General Staff College, Ft. Leavenworth , Kansas. 
(?): Pakistan - Attended Corr.mand and Staff College Course. 

10-19 JUN 1975 - Has accepted invitation for official visit to the USA. 

UNGiA5SifJED l(b)(3):10 USC 424 
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37. MILITARY .SERVICE ( a. L,1s1 mJlit.ilty ,._,,e~•1 rn ,·htorJolu,;1t·aJ ord<"r, tnclud~: !11i/iti,ry "1·hootinrt; promorion.: demutiori,;; /uteJQn 

t f~rvicfl; unirs llf!tved wirh end po,dUori held; loc1Jlior1 of .<irf"huof or unit; rerired or rcservil!' .11/afca:,) 

(a) ( b. L.i,;t ow-ord~ ond deco,ationtil to~ethP.r wilh ,:j t l'umsrant·e-.s s,,rroundin,? ,1ny unu,;uaf award/deco,alion,) 

1936 - Graduate, Mil High Schoo, Tehran~ • 
1938 - Graduate, Mil College, Tehran; Classmate of the SHAHANSHAH; Commis-

sioned 2LT 23SEP38; Platoon Leader, 3rd Inf Regt, 1st Div. 
1939 - Acting CO Cmdr, 13th Regt, 6th Div, Fars. 
1941 - Cmdr, 7th Co, 10th Inf Regt, IV Corps. 
191J.3 - Cmdr, 5th Co, Resapur Inf Regt, 2nd Div, Tehran; Dep Cmdr, Mil Police 

Bn, 2nd Div, Tehran. 
1944 - Comdt, Inf NCO School, 2nd Div, Tehran. 
1950 - Chief, Inspection Section, Mil Police Dept, Tehran. 
1951 - Graduate, Comd Gen Staff College, Tehran. 
1952 - Comdr, 52nd Regt, Mil Police Bde; Cmdr, 16th Inf Regt (Kazerun) 6th 

Inf Div. 
1953 - 3rd Inf Regt, 1st Inf Div. 
1954 - Member, Special Mil Appeals Court for trial of Communist Officers. 
1955 - Chief of Staff, Imperial Guard, Tehran. 
1958 - Promoted to Brigadier General. 
1959 - Orientation-observer tng, Ft Myer, Virginia; graduate, U.S. Comd and 

Gen Staff College, Ft Leavenwort~, Kansas. 
1960 - CG, Imperial Guard. 
1961 - Concurrently Honorary Adj to SHAHANSHAH. 
1962 - Promoted to Major General 23 September. 
1965 - Promoted to Lieutenant General, 20 September; Commanding General 

Imperial Iranian Gendarmerie. 
1969 - Promoted to General 24JUN69 
1972 - PRESENT - November, asswned Command of entire Imperial Iranian Ground 

Forces (IIGF) 
( b) 

1st, 2nd and 3rd Class Imperial (Homayoun) Decorations; 3rd Class Crown (Tadj 
Decoration; 2nd and 3rd Class Merit (Liaghat) Decoration; 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Class Honor (Eftekhar) Decoration; 1st, 2nd and 3rd Class Service (Khedmat) 
Decoration; 1st and 3rd Class Achievement (Koushesh) Decoration; 1st and 3rd 
Class Pas Decorations; 3rd Class Physical Training Decoration; 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Class Firing Advance Decorations; 2nd Class Rashtakhiz Decoration; 1st 
Class Sepas Decoration; 1st Class Land Reform Decoration; CENTO Commemoration 
Decoration, Number 5; 28th Mordad Decoration; Police Three Star Service 
(Khedmat) Decoration; Coronation Ceremonies Decoration; 25th Year Anniversary 
Decoration for HIM's Reign; Commendation in Army General Order 6 times and 
Commendation in Section Order 40 times. 

FOREIGN DECORATIONS: Knight Order with Ornamented Sword from Holland; 
Royal Victoria Honorary Command from U.K.; Command Cross, 1st Class from 
Denmark; Command Cross, with Star from Poland; National Republic Flag 
Decoration, 3rd Class from Hungary; Republic 1st Class Decoration from 
Tunnis; Saint Olaf Star from Norway; Teodor Vladimir Decoration, 2nd Class 
from Rumania; Lebanon Decoration and Italian Decoration. 

Professional Military Officer 

1973 - Honored by U.S. Anny as a member of Fort Levenworth's Foreign 
Graduates Hall of Fame. 
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40, U,S, ACQq_A1NTANCES A.NO RELATIVES (Name, pos i lion or occupf,tion ot ref•tives. domi,.;iJe, nature- and clu,tilion o l r~lation11 h ip, 
Include fj,S, militar,· or other U,S. o!Jici•1 •cqua inton<:.e-,/te/.,riv~:,- und~r 1hi$ item,) 

No relatives of General OVEIS I are known to be resident in the United 
States. During his military career he has become acquainted with a great 
number of U.S. Army officers who have served in Iran as advisors to the 
Imperial Iranian Ground Forces, He probably also has American friends 
among his class mates at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. 

41, PAEFERENCC.S (Pl:'r.~,.,nttl µref(Ht·nct· in h"!d, drink, tDtlac:c-o, t-nterrainmenf, l!Jporr.,;, h.rJhf>; <t~ ,) 

1}"--i::-:::--:::-==-==-----=-=~==~=-.,..,,=-:i:--r.-:-:,--:::-o(::-b_)_(
6
.,..)r::-=j- In lieu of alchoholic beverage~~ 

he prefers soft drinks or rruit Juice HP ,-~fP.rfl ._ __ +,... ,..,.-,f'f'"" hn+ '·•ill 

General OVEISI neither drinks nor smokes but does not obiect if others do, 

(b )(G)1-----1--d_r_i_· n_k_c_o_f_f_e_e_i_f_t_e_a_i_s _n_o_t_a_v_a_i_l_a_b_l_e_._,) "" 

His preference in meat is lamb, but he Wl.J..L ea-c vea.L, oeer, row.L or 11.sn. 
He is fond of green salads and fresh fruit (including cucumbers, which 
Iranians consider to be a fruit rather than a vegetable which he eats with 
a knife and fork. He is fond of Iranian cheese 7the closest approximation 
R.v~ilAble in the U.S. is the Greek cheese Feta1 (See Continuation Sheet1 

None Known 

SPOUSE - FA.MIL Y 

43, FULL NA.ME OF SPOUSE I 44, MAIC~N t,.A,ME. O F SPOUSE 

(b )(6) 
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CONTINUATION SHEET FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BIO­
GRAPHIC REPORT DD FORM ·1396-l DATED 13 MAY 1975 

ITEM 7 a.: Continued: The terms Iranian Army should be 
avoided. In Iranian Military terminology "Army" is used 
to refer collectively to all three Iranian services, Ground 
Forces, Air Forces, and Naval Forces, 

ITEM 10: Continued: General OVEISI occupies the official 
residence maintained for the Commander of the Imperial 
Iranian Ground Forces. This is located in the Shemiran 
area of northern Tehran on Pahlavi Avenue. 

ITEM 16: Continued: and 
Iranian general officers. 
Shahanshah himself and is 
or gold aigulette worn on 

ceremonial is shared by many 
The honor is conferred by the 

denoted by an elaborate yellow 
the right shoulder. 

ITEM 41: Continued: which he eats with his breakfast. 
His breakfast normally consists of cheese, eggs, tea, 
toast, and honey, jelly or jam along with fruit juice. He 
is reported to be an avid hunter and an excellent marksman, 
but the requirements of his office allow him little time 
for these pursuits. 

ITEM 43: Continued: General OVEISI 's first wife (Sherafat 
OVEISI) died of cancer in 1971. He subsequently (1973) 
married his present wife. The first three children listed 
in item 50 are by his first wife. 

Ut;ClASSi'f 1£0 (b)(3):10 USC 424 
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88NFIBENTIAL 110 FOHIGII PICtFtt WARNING: This form is CLASSIFIED 
Po 

l. COUNTRY 

IR.AN 
2. FUlL NAME OF su&JEC:-r 

Gholam Ali OVEISI 
,l. OAT£ OF INFORMATION (Y,. mo. 

Current day) 

CUCVANCI-;· Thi.<, su()pltHnentary inform-ation will t)e .fllll:l<~he<i tv DD f-'orm 1396 - J. This suppte-ment has been 
designed to prevent the d1.sclosur~ c.it sensitive 1nlorrnBt1on to foreiQn nalional.o,; .thd to provide lor 
a collector's asscssmcnl of .subject, Sensitive information of a,i operational nMure which must be 
lightly controfle-d ( paragraph 70. DIAi 58 - 13) _,;,hnuld not be tnduded rn thi.-. .c;upplemenf . Where 
practic..ible, the folJowin~ infonnat,on ~·,II be fumu-.hed 

51. POLICE REC0RD(Othcr thu11 minor viulu!tuns ), 

None known 

(b )(6) 

53. A.CQUA.INTANCf.S ANO ~ELATIVES- Appa,.enc ir,(luenc;.e or c1cqua.intanct:s and ,e:latives on sub1ect·s views Of ca,eet. 

General OVEISI is a member of a large and prominent Iranian family. He has 
several brothers who hold middle level governmental positions. Collectively, 
they probably exert a moderate influence on his political views. General 
OVEISI is a long time friend of General MINBASHIAN, his predecessor as CG 
of the IIGF. Presumably this friendship continues even though MINBASHIAN 
has been retired and it is robable that MINBASHI N S 

5c. CHARACTER - Subjec.t·s d,aracter. strengths and weaknesses. intelligenc:.e. loyalty. Judgment. ability to communicate. lea.der11hip 
.abllity. and (Mluence, Significance of individual in shaping international policies of his country. 

General OVEISI is intelligent and posesses a quick sharp mind. He is well ~:i~'.~:;:,:=~~::::~~~~i~:;~:~::::~:::~::.:::~:~n:r-
subordinates. He is a tireless worker and has been described as a man who 
knows how, and likes, to use power. He is a strict disciplinarian and is 
unforgiving with those who cross him or f il to adhere to the st n 

(b)(6}-• - ----l- --+.'.::c.::'.o~n~du~c::...t~o~r:.......!:p'..=e.=.r.=.f~o.:..:rm~an~c~e:......!:wh~~#~~~~';l=~=::-:-::;:,::-;:-"""7".:-:::-;::-:::-::-::==r=c-r:::---,:,,,.....i::-:-::=---,,.l and charm which is characters co im. 

ss. POLlTtC1'L ORIENTATION _ Attitude towards United States and othef' count,ies. Rern.1r~s and actions of subject towa,d 
representatives o( the Unite<! 'States and its al l ies. and to repre:,:e_nu.tives or "?~aligned n.iiltioo5 
and Communist bloc nationals. Political activities and attitudes, 1mpottant political contacts, 
party affiliations, potential politic.al influence in country in the eYertt of a change in gove,.nment. 

He appears to be completely loyal to the SHAH and to the government of Iran. 
He is anti-communist and suspicious of Soviet designs in the Middle East. 
His attitude is, in part, a reflection of the attitude of the SHAHANSHAH 
and, in part, based on his own observations of the conduct of the USSR in 
Iran during .and following the Second World War. His relationship with 
American military advisors has always been good. This and his training 
at Fort Leavenworth dispose him favorably toward the U.S. He is not so 
favorably disposed toward the UK. He is somewhat distrustful of thei~ 
motives. 

(b)(3):10 USC 424 
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56, PE~SONAL A,ll>PEA~ANCE - Appraisal of subject•s dress. personal habiu, mannet•sma. eccentricities, peculiarities or speech and 
gait. prominent cw unusual physical features. e:.,., teeth, eyes, shape of f.-ce, compleai:on. tendency 
towa,d balding. etc. 

General OVEISI is in good physical condition and presents a neat well groomed 
appearance both in uniform and civilian clothing. He favors conservative 
clothing, is clean shaven and wears his hair short in a traditional military 
manner. He is of short stature but carries himself very erect, 

57, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON SPOUSE -Spouse's pohtical views, appe•ance, personaHty. attitude toward Unite.d Statel and Othet' 
counuies influence on husband. S ouse's fa.mil .;onnec::tions infh,.1encin the husband's 

(b)(6) 

sa. AOOITIONl<L COMME,..TS: 

a. Length of time ~ollector ha-1 lc:n?w" subj.ec.t and frequency of co~tilCt(s). ~ndicate how much of the information ii based 

(b)(1),14 (c),(b)(3):10 USC 424 

b. Best wa s or ainin subject's confidence and ew:ertint: influence on him. 

1.4 (c),(b)(6),(b)(1) 

c. Military reputation, competeru;e, and sienificance. Inc.Jude fin~ncial st~tu$, dependence on per.s~ma• Of' politic.al 
connections (or military positiO"'. Reputation in own s~rvic:e, collector's own assessment o( m1l1tary competence. 
and military and/ or polttlcal potential of subject. 

General OVEISI enjoys a reputation as a hard working field soldier rather 
than as a 11 salon soldier, 11 In his relationships with American military 
advisors he has been quick to accept and act on advice given, He understands 
modern command techniques and probably delegates authority better than most 
Iranian officers, He is training oriented and demands a considerable amount 
of field training. He is sometimes arbitrary and a strict disciplinarian. 

I ~e is generally regarded as having reached his 
position on the basis of his professional competence rather than on the basis 
of political favor or f amily connections, The fact that he has been able to 
hold his position through two scandals (in which he was not directly involved ) 
which might have indicated the dismissal of lesser men is probably a direct 
indication of the esteem i n which he is held by the SHAHANSHAH, 

....___'----l(b)(3):10 USC 424 
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CONTINUATION SHEET FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BIO­
GRAPHIC REPORT SUPPLEMENT DD FORM 1396-ls DATED 

13 MAY 1975 

ITEM 53: Continued: exerts an influence on OVEISI's 
thinking and attitude on military and political matters. 
General OVEISI is a classmate of the SHAHANSHAH's when 
the latter attended the Military Academy at Tehran. 
While this relationship may tend to further strengthen 
OVEISI 1 s loyalty to the SHAH, OVEISI probably owes his 
high position to his professional competence rather than 
to his relationship with the monarch, Approximately six 
month after the disgrace of his father-in-law (Refer to 
Item 57 of Form) General OVEISI 1 s close friend and sub­
ordinate, LTG KIUMARS-SALEH, the Chief of the Logistics 
Command of the IIGF was arrested on charges of misappro­
priation of IIGF funds. He was reduced two ranks, dis­
missed from the service, fined and sentenced to prison. 
While there has never been a hint of suspicion that 
General OVEISI was himself knowledgable or involved in 
any way, his association and friendship with these of­
ficers has probably served to limit his career. 

rb)(3)10 USC 424 
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