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LACCARIA PHOLIOTA 

CASTOR BEAN 

1. PANTHER FUNGUS 
2. BOOTED .AMA.NITA 
3. SCORNED AMA.NITA 
4. DESTROYING ANGEL 
5. JACK-0 '-LANTERN 

FUNGUS 
6 . LACTARIUS VELLEREUS 
7. HELVELLA UNDER-

WOODII 
8. WESTERN FLY AGARIC 
9, EASTERN FLY AGARIC 
10. ERNETIC RUSSULA 
11. AGARICUL PLACOMYCES 
12. LEPIOTA MOLYBDITES 

CLITOCYBE 

CHINESE RHODODENDRON 

MORCHELLA AUGUSTICEPS 

ALEUJUA 

NETTLES 
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TAIWAN COBRA 

KRAIT MANY-BANDED KRAIT 

BAMBOO VIPER 
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BAMBOO VIPER 

MARJ.\filSill 

WAGLER'S PIT VIPER RUSSELL'S VIPER 

ASIAN BLACK WIDOW SPIDER 



Two Lu-Tzu (or Nu) and Lu-Tzu 
woman (Yunnan). 

Hsi-fans from the Yunnan - Szechwan 
border district. 

REPRESENT A Tl 
(Ethnic Group 

Certain photographs in th' 
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A Lu-tzu (or Nu) with his crossbow 
(Yunnan) . 
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Chung-tien Tibetans 
Gorge, Yunnan. 
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Hsi-fans f'rom the Yunnan - Szechwan 
border district. 
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Minchia men. The Minchia people are 
most numerous around Ta-li, Yilnnan, 
but are more in their aboriginal 
state north of Yun-lung. 

A group of Lissu from the 
Yunnan. 

X~
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Chung-tien Tibetans 
Gorge, Yunnan. 
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A Chu-tzu, native of the eastern 
branch of the Irrawaddy of Kiu-Tzu 
in Chinese territory, Yunnan. 

Pe Miao (White Mi~;·f fMlily of the 
village of N~adza, northeast of 
Li-Chiang, Yunnan. 
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A Na-Hsi from Ndak.u (Talrn) with his 
Nosu (Lolo) wife. 

A Na-Hsi frOlil the village of Nguluko 
wearing palm fiber raincoat with 
Na-Hsi girl. 
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A Tai Ngio of Chieng Ring, Yunnan. 

Tibetan farmers of the village of 
Yetzi, in the Mekong Valley of Ylinnan. 

A Tibetan woman fram the village of 
Shalon, Yunnan. She wears the 
pleated shirt, huge earrings, etc., 
and in t hat, resembles her neighbors, 
the Na-Hsi women. 

;~; : :-.<:,• .. '--;t~ :_·,.·-❖ .: ;.,.,;+ _.:· . .:" ·:-f,--· .. 

Tibetan woman of Te-Ch'in, Yunnan. 

Tibetans f'rom the village of Shadung, 
Yunnan. The women wear the pleated 
shirt like the Na-Hsi women. Their 
costume, a s well as their language, .. 
i s different from the Mekong Tibetans~i 
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LANDFORMS (U) 

Limestone area in Southern Highlands. Rugged 
terrain and a scarcity of water and of vegetation 
make cross-country movement and concealment 
difficult. Approximate location 25°15'., 
108°25'E. 

Western sector of Southern Highlands. Mekong 
River winds along narrow valley among steep, 
sparsely populated mountains. Approximate 
location 26°00'N., 99°10'E. 

Hills and mountains in Southern Highlands. These 
hills and mountains are typical of much of the 
Southern Highlands. CUltivation is ccnfined tc 
narrow· valleys and terraced hill sl~s. Approxi
mate location 25°00'N., lo6°25'E. 



Hills and mountains in Southern Highlands. These 
hills and mountains are typical of much of the 
Southern Highlands. Cultivation is confined to 
nar~ow valleys and terraced hill slopes. Approxi
mate location 25°00 1N., lo6°25'E. 

The Mekong beyond Pe-lang-tang looking downstream. 

Eastern Hainan. Dense evergreen vegetation is 
tonnnon in the interior of Hainan Island. Approxi
mate location 19°15'N., 110°20'E. 

Coastal Lowland. Small, closely 
spaced villages are common on the 
intensively cultivated plains. 
Mountains in background are out
liers of the Southern Highlands. 
Approximate location 22°45'N., 
115°05'E. 
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T:~ is s t.·u.d;:t is an aid for the potential evader to supplement previous training and 
other studies available at his parent organization. It is not intended or designed 
to be a sole source of in.formation and its use as such is incompatible with its 
i:1ten:,. Comm.a.nds are encouraged to update the informat;ion on this study, as neces-
S3-T:f, 

'?,eqc:est tl,at recommended changes be forwarded to: 

Department of Defense 
Def ense Intelligence Agency CbX3

) 
1 usc 424

,-

Washington, D. C. 20301 

COUNTRY BRIEF 

~ Area ?11is i s an Evasi::::n and Escape C::::untry Study of Yunnan, Kwantung, and 
K,·,:,n:;s:i Chuang A:.,t ;~n·.:,mcus R,.i;ion ,.)f South China, ::.ncluding Hain.s.n Island. 

(U) LAND Approximately· 344:000 square miles: 15o/o cultivated; 40% forested; 5% 
'i.r,lund water; 4ofo building sites, roads, and waste areas. 

( U) PEOPLE .ti.b out 82 million: 80% Han Chinese, 10% Chuang, 10% other minorities. 
Religious elements j_nclude Buddhism, Confucianism, polytheism (belief in many gods), 
animism (belief that all objects have souls), and ancestor worship. The standard of 
living is low and health and educational facilities are inadeQuate. 

GOVEfu"0-1ENT Totalitarian Connnunist dictatorship. 

fe, EVll.LUATION In all respects, the Southern and Hainan Highlands are the more 
favorable regions for evasion. The Co2.stal Lowlands are unfavorable for evasion. 

~ 
L97-1 

SAED 1 S The following S.~ED'S are within the territory of this Study: 
(sT,tSj.5-1 (s), 615-2 (s), 616-1 (s), 618-1 (s). 

fEi TRANSPORTATION 

496-1 (S), 

In general, mo t or vehicle traffic is light except near international borders and 
in at1d near the larger cities and towns. However, pedest-rians and animal-drawn 
·;eh-Lcles a.re likely to be encountered freq_uently on roads throughout the area. 

R21i lrc:,3.ds c,;i:rry moderately heavy t raffic, :particularly in the Coastal Lowlands, and 
'Lridge s and t,1.mnels are guarded. 

:.iaterway traffic: is heavy on the lower reaches of the Cbu Chiang, Hsi Chiang/Yu 
Ct"..a.n,;, Pei Chiani;, an d Tung Chiang but becomes progressively lighter in their upper 
r•?ac1.:e s. Many sections of these rivers can support night r,avigation. Traffic on 
t:>"' l:·,.;er Chu Chiang s: stv.s ry i.s extremely heavy, but en the other wat0rways in th <? 
C:.(,sts.l Lc,;lands an,j en ti'le Red Wever and Mel:ong, traffic c,,:;nsists generally cf 
lr;.-:n:::lir' s :-tnd s'::rnll c'.-;-draft native craft . 

t€t COASTAL AND OFF-SHORE DESCRIPTIONS 
The mainl2nd coast is irregular with the eastern part characterized by nume1·ous 

°t)ight s and ernbaymer;.t s bordered by predominantly sandy snores s ep3.rated by rock.
fringed, hi:ly peninsulas. The central and western parts ~re characterized by s andy 
shores 2.lternet -:.:1g with muddy stores of tidal estuaries and , in a few places, rock
frirlged, hilly peninslllas. ':i:'he seaward m3.rgins of the plains and valleys are fringed 
ly a telt of predominan~ly barren sandy terra in. 

·:r:e -.::cast of Ha i nan is l and is relatively regular ar,d consists of long stretches 
,-.f sar:d or s2nci and gr avel shore separated by r ocky point.s 2-nd headlands. 

Hea:1 sea-st, rface temperatures i::i February range from 56°F, a t the n0rtheastern 
c,:,unciar ::,· of the area to 73°F. along the south coast of Hainan Island, In August 
t0.mpe ratures range fr om 81°F. at the northeastern boundary of the area to about 65° F . 
in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

\Iigh seas, S"we ll, and su.:rf may be expected at any time. Northeast of Hainan Island 
-,rnd ,:,he Luichow Peninsula, sea swells higher than 3 feet and much higher than 6 f.eet 
o'.!cur to 617o of the time during the :months of November through March. During the 
mcnth3 cf June thr • ugh .August these conditions exist 32% to 48% of the time. In the 
-~'t:'...f ,_:_.:f.' 'i'cn}~in , r" .11ger ::::us high seas and swell occur about 25% cf the tj_me from 
N,:. ,;:r:,';:, ., r throu!71:': .March and 18% of thE: tL"':le from Jur1e through August. Su.rf height is 
pr:.::iar"i.ly der ;;·ndent upon exposure of the sho1~e to the seas and swell. 

f€t TERRAIN 
3.::- ut8e.rr1 :rna ::s. ::.:-ir:r: E:.glllands: The mour,tains and hills r ange from smoot':', to 

severely dissect ed, with rounded to sharp crests and moderate to steep slopes; rugge d, 
l,.:,ngitudina2- ridge s in the west com-;ncnly have .-iagaed summi t::: M'rl ,,.,P.,,.,,.,"",r "' ... ""'~--,T~· · ~-" 



~;\~li' 0f '.2on}:in, r .. t1gerc-,1s high seas and swell occur about 25% ~f the time from 
Nr)v<:'ml: i:l' thrc-u,..,.~t March and 18% of thE ti.me from June through August. Surf height is 
P~ Lmari.ly def.:ndent upon exposure of the shore to the seas and swell. 

-fGt TERRAIN 
s0u-c11er~ Ernd Ea.inan fighlands; The mountains and hills range from smooth to 

severely dissected, with rounded to sharp crests and moderate 'to steep slopes; rugged, 
lot:.;itudi n::-,l ridges in the west commonly have jagged summits and na.rrO"w, steep-walled 
v3.lleys. In the Southern Highlands elevations generally range from 500 to 4,000 feet 
with peal-:s as high as 13,000 feet above sea level. In the Hainan Highlands elevations 
are generc1lly 50C :,o 2,000 feet ab,.)ve sea level with peaks to 6,100 feet. Movement 
acr-:-ss ridges ',-rould 1e difficult and slow, and in :::nany places stopped by precipitous 
sL::-pes. Limestone areas, widespread in the north and west, 8.re charact,erized ·oy 
hLls vf varying slope,s, limes-::one pinnacles, sink.holes or caves, and deep gullies; 
parts cf these areas would be very difficult to ~reverse. 

Coastal L)wlands: The predominantly rolling pla:'..ns are covered by a mosaic of small, 
r,~ct.:::ngular, wetland ricefields and are dotted with rn.nnerous villages. Elevations in 
the C'.)astal Lowlands are generally between 150 to 650 feet above sea level. The wet-
1u,d r:cefields are double- and triple-cropped, commonly flooded with 4 to 6 inches of 
water, 1/10 to 1 acre in size, and surrounded by earthen dikes l to 2 feet high and 2 
to Lf feet wide. 

-fet RIVERS 
Southern and Hainan Highlands: Yi':lst rivers flow alternately through wide inter

mon:a;1e valleys and rugged terrain. In wide valleys the rivers are long, wide, slc•w, 
and n:ear:dering, with many sandbars, and banks are low. In rugged terrain the 
streams are short and swift, with n3,rrow r::hannels, deep gorges, and ra.pids are 
comm:x;. 1-la,~or streams are perennial, but t:'1ere are many sm.all itltermittent streams. 
WE.s:; c:f l04°F., hig:: wa".:".er is fr'.)m early ,_Tune to mid-October; rr,aximum flow is fr·::,m 
mi.d-c.'uly ::.o ,m.d-Septe::nber. :::as-::. of 104°E., tigh water is from early April thr0ugh 
(,~ 1:ol.er, '.1."ld rnaximu.'T, flo,: is from early C'une to mid-P.ugu.st. Du:ti:1g high water, 
L'U1,off .'. s t'ccp'~ d c7n al} streams, and fl::tsh floods are common. ·'..'.r~:ss-coun t.ry rooyemPt:t 
will te difficult ~hen crossing drainage patterns. 

C Y1su1l Low1,mds: 11:any wide and deep streams, drainage and irrigati·:m canals, and 
flooded 1.,etland ricefields seyerely hinder movement. High-water periods are -::he 
s9.me '1S in the Highlands; flooding at this time is more comro.'.)n and of longer durat i0n 
than -:.n the Highla:1.ds. 

(b)(l) 

(U) CLIMATE 
The most favorable climate occurs from November through March, when cool, sometimes 

cold, dry, fairly clear weather occurs over the western talf of the Southern High-
12.nds. The same weather prevails over the rest of the area early in the season, but 
l8tr:: ir. the season is replaced by "Crachin" weather (prolonged periods of cool, mist:;, 
cloudy wea:.her that periodically develop over this area). Mean daily temperatures 
normally vary tetween the mid-60 1 s 3.nd low 50' s over most of t·he lowland areas; these 
m~ans decrease with elevation in the highlands, Temperatures can fall well below 
freezing on the higher and more northerly mountain peaks. Monthly precipitation 
seldom exceeds 1 inch except for those areas affected by the 11Crachin, 11 where the 
smounts are near 2 inches. Visibility is generally unrestricted in the western part 
0f the Highlands a.rea but falls below 3 miles frequently and for prolonged periods 
during thl Crachin II in the east and along the Coastal Lowlands. Snow cover is light, 
brief, and interrri.-r,tent in the Highlands area except on the higher peaks. 

The m·Jst unfavorable cl::..mate occurs from May through September, when hot, hu,-nid, 
cloudy, we:, ·weather occ·..1.rs over all of the area. Mean daily temperatures usually Yary 
'ce":.ween -:he 90 1 s and the 10 1 s int.he lowlands and decrease with eleyation in the 
':1ighlands. Temperatures as wsrm as 106°F. have been reported in lowland areas. 
Ifo:1thly precipitatior. amow:ts vary between 5 and .?O inches, depending on location. The 
l".rger amounts are rec".:>rded elong the coasts and on the southern sl·:ipes of the mountains. 
'iisit:li '~:V f31ls 1::elow 3 m:Lles in heavy showers and when clouds shroud the mountains. 
-::'yphoor1s occur in thr;; coast "'l areas 4 or 5 times a year, usually from July through 
~~ept s·mt~r # 
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The Chinese Communisi ground-force units usually are located in or near cities and 
almost every unit is located near z. railway or ID8.in highway. 

Tl1ere are about 400,000 troops in Yunnan, Kwangsi Chuang, and Kwangtung, ar.d 2J::out 
50,000 of ~hese are border defense troops. Areas near international borders are 
closely patrolled. Even paths and trails leading to frontiers are patrolled. 
Mot,.)rable roads an:;rwhere in the area, if not patrolled, are apt- t o have military 
~raffic. 

Large factories, railroad bridges, large highway bridges, and da:ms probably are 
guarded by army uni ts r!ir by security force units. During the harvest season, the 
fields may be guarded at night by militiamen. 

Militia are in almost every village, even the smallest. The militia is arrn.ed with 
old-fashioned weapons, including spears. Those with rifles usuall y carry very few 
r ounds of ammuni t:i.on, However, the militia is probably the "biggest danger to travel. 
They check all entrances to villages and query all strangers. They wear no uniform 
and except for an occasional armband or white headcloth are diffic-ult t,o differenti ate 
from other peasants. 

Areas near t he seacoast are much better patrolled t h an other are as. Bot,h milit,ary 
uni :. s snd mi l i t ia units keep a const ant survey of the coastal are as. 'Ihe troops in 
such areas may live ic. the smaller villages. li.lthough some coast .3.1 patrols are 
known to use dogs in their patrols, such a practice is 'believed r r: re. 

-(€t SUBSISTENCE 

WATER 

Southern and Hainan Highlands: Water is perennially plentiful in t he hills and 
mountains east of Canton and on the island of Hainan, but is available only in major 
valleys e.sewhere in the Highlands. Seasonally, water is available from numerous 
tributaries and underground sources in limestone sectors; however, water supplies from 
these sources generally are scarce or lacking from October through March. Biologic 
contamination is common everywhere except i n remote, uninhabited, h igh mount ain sectors 
in t he west, . Bamboo and non-poisonous vines provide potable liq_uids. 

Coastal Lowlands: Although plentiful, water connn.only is contaminated. All water 
should l:e treated before using for drinking or bathing. 

POISONOUS PLANTS 

Poisonous plants include l:ilack-eyed Susan, castor bean, Chinese red bean, crocus 
bulb, duchesnia, mushrooms, nettles, nightshades, poison hemlock, soybean foliage, 
and sumac . Nettles can cause skin irritation. The trumpet creeper 2..nd sap of the 
l acquer and sack trees are contact irri ta!1t s. 

EDIBLE PLANTS 

Cult::.vated crops are guarded. They may cause diarrhea if eaten raw because of 
ni ght -soil contamination. Wild plants t hat are edible raw include bamboo shoots, 
berri es, coc onuts, young fern leaves, grapes, grasses, ground cherries, j ack fruit, 
:::..i t chi nut,s, lotus roots, palm cabbage, pine nuts, and sunflower seeds . 

ANIMALS 

romestic animals are guarded. Wild animals are plentiful and i nclude birds, deer, 
fj_eld rodents, fish, frogs, snakes, and turtles. W:i.ld bird eggs are edible. If 
possible, meat should be cooked . Eggs from turtles and domestic fowl may cause 
diarrhea if eaten raw. 

DANGEROUS ANIMALS AND INSECTS 

Predators include bears, foxes, leopards, lynx, tigers, wolves, and wild boar. 
Poisonous sna_~es include Taiwan cobra, banded krait, many-banded krait, hundredpace 
snake , Eal~,yan pi t viper, I~armushi, pope I s pit viper, bamboo sna..~e, green habu, and 

_. Russ ell's viper. P;ythons are dangerous both for their bit e and as powerful c:..:.::;'.:.1:ic
t0rs. Leeches are common and should be removed from t he sk i n witl1out delay. 



DANGEROUS AHHll\.1S AND INSECTS 

Predators include bears, foxes, leopards, lynx, tigers, wolves, and wild 'boar. 
Poisonous snakes include Taiwan co'bra, banded krait, many~banded krait, hundredpace 
snake, Tv'.alayan pit viper, .Marmushi, pope's pit viper, bamboo sna..~e, green ha'bu, and 
Russell rs viper. 'Pythoqs are dangerous both f'or their bite and as powerf'uJ. c .:-.::.;~r.i.~
t'.JrS. Leeches are connn.fm and should be removed from the skin without delay. 

-f€t ETHNIC GROUPS 
Han (Chinese) 

Tbe Han account for ".:!Ver 80;{; of the population. The people are outwardly loyal to 
the regime but occasionally show opposition, especially young workers. The regime 1 s 
transferral of the populace from urban areas to rural areas is resented. Han Chinese 
are shy, easily offended, and suspicious of strangers. ICb)(l) I 

ICb)(l) I 

The Chuang comprise about 10;1 of the population, but al.most all are located in the 
wester:1. half :Jf Kwangsi Chuang. They appear to favor the regime, but resent re
strictions on Buddhist religi'Jn. P. one-foot--square piece of white mar·o1e in the 
hc,me is w,:,rshipped as a household god and must not be desecrated. ICb)(l) I 

l(b)(l) 

Yi (Lolo) 

The Y:. comprise about 3'% oft-he population. Scattered in -:;he n:Jrth-centrsl and 
sou-'.:.heastern parts of Yunnan; there are also a few in the province 1 s northeastern 
p3nhandle. The group has actively resisted Communist intrusion into their highly 
in1: red way of life. The Yi should never be referred to as "Lolo" in their presence, 
as thi.s is considered an insulting term. 

A wicker basket in the Yi household is believed to contain the spirits of departed 
ancestors and must be respected. 

Never touch nor point to the head of a Yi because the spirit is believed to live 
there. I,1en vear an upright tuft of hair (or horn) on top of the head which is 
regarded as inviolable because of its supernatural significance. 

Yi women must be ignored, and familiarity must never be shown to anyone. 
ICb)(l) I 

Li 

The Li mostly inhabit the high mountain levels of south Hainan Island. They are 
antagonistic toward the Han Chinese and feel they threaten their way :Jf life. ~ 

(b)(l) 

Ea-Ni 

The Ha-Ni. reside in the southern part of Yunnan near the borders of Laos, North 
Vietnam and Burma, wit,h the greater concentrations being near T am. 
Mqny are Christians, and these ma be friendl to an evader. (b)(l) 

'11 1 ai (Thai) 

Mos":; I'iai are pocketed in the southern and western areas of Yunr:.an near the Laos 
and Burmese borders. They appear to dislike the Han. Most T1 a" s,re devout Buddhists, 
and a large number were Christians. L(_b_)(_l_) ______________________ ~ 

Li-Su 

The Li-Su mainly inhalit an area along the Burma border in n0rthwest Yunnan. Many 
were ':::'.hrist ians; l(b)(l) I The Li-Su tie 
-:;crds ar0und the:i.r wrists 2nd nec~s to ward off evil spirits; tl1ey practice animism. 
Imp.::,rtant taboos forbid the dragging :Jf a log across the grou.nd and the firi lng ofl a 
we8pc1n inside a h'Juse, as these acts are thought t·:i anger the ev:i.l spirjts. (b)(JJ, 

(b)(l) 
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+@-, STHNIC '}RCJPS '..:ont,inued 

T.i.betan 

The Tibetans occupy the northwestern c0rner of Yunnan. They are hosti:.e to Han 
Communist intrusions. ~l(b~)~(_1),___ ___ _______ ___ ___ ____ __ ~I 

Insignificant Minor!ties 

Other ethnic minorities i.n the regi o:1 are numeric ally insignificant a:i.d occupy 
comparatively small areas. They are: Ching-p 1 0 , in western Yunnan near the Burmese 
border; Yao, in southeastern Yunnan, southern Kwangsi Chuang, and northern and north
western Kwantung; Pu-lang, in southern Yunnan near t he Bu...v-mese border; La -hu and Wa, 
in southweste r n Yunnan near the border; Na-Hsi and ? u-i (?a-i) in n0rthwestern Yurman; 
T 'ung, in northern Kwangsi ne ar Hunan province boundary; a::1d Miao, in nor-:::heast and 
southeastern Yunnan, a few in western Kwangsi, and on Hai-nan Island, :-<:wangtung 
Provi nce . These minorities probaoly r e sent t he E::<n for ir. t erfering wi t ll i:. h 1:· traditiorial 
way of life. l(b)(1) I 
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