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PRE.1.'ACE 

The TOE 1 s and organizational structures presented herein represent 

units of each type. Variations from the organizational structure and 

equipment shown will occur as the result cf tallorinc units t.o meet 

·:aricus tactical requirements. For exa'!!ple, uni ts to be employed i!1 

·1ery rugfed mountainous and jungle areas ,,.il 1. be str·ipped of the more 

cumberso:ne equipment and \.,ill recei·1e items suited tc Lhe mi ssic >1 of the 

unit and the operating conditions which the unit is expec t ed t o race. 

Pack animals, animal-dra.m carts, and hu.rnan porter:; will replace much 

of the motor transport, and •...:eapons that can be more readily transi)or ted 

by these means will replace tha heavier weapons which depend apon roads 

for effective tactical employment. 

Because of lack of standardization cf many weapons and .:.tems of 

equipment, no attempt has been made to indicate spec:fic make and model 

authorized each indi·:idual unit. Weapons and equipment in use by the CCA 

are identified in Part I ·.;i th comment pertaining to use. 

Th~ CCA method of identifying units by numerical desienations is 

o~tlined in Part II. 

Personnel grades in the CCA and the type of job or position 

commonly associated with each are shown in Part III. 

Personnel and equipment streneths shown for uni ts in Part IV are 

for 100 percent authorized wartime streneth. Available information 

indicates that actual streneth varies considerably from unit to unit. 

For planning purposes, the average ~ctual strength for units CCA-wide is 

estimated to be approximately 85 percent of authorized. 
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.. i .. • ~ • ' . 

The Tables of Ore,anization and Equipment presented in Part IV of 

this publication are lareely based upon f'raementary informati::m. Because 

of the paucity of information O!'i some organizations, the validity of the 

data presented ranGas from eood to poor as follows: 

G,:,::.-d - ,\rmy-s ,.1bcrdinate uni ts except for details of personnel 

and the deeree of standardization of weapons 0f the 

~rtillery regiment. 

Th~ ~eneral organizati~n of all other major units. 

Fair - Th'=-' details or. smaller· elc::ieGts of combat support or 

~;•~I":ice 1..:.nits of non-ar·rny-subordinate units 

Poor· - The independent si,:;nal reeiment 
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.8E8RE1i 

INTRODUCTION 

Reorganizatio:1 and raodernization of the Chinese Communist Army (CCA) 

has bee!'l a co:1tinuing process since the Communists seized control of mainland 

China in 1949. Significant progress has been maie since that time to~ard 

buildi:16 an amy which could compare favorably with those of other major 

worlci powers; however, much remains to be done before that gcal can be 

realize:i . At present, the inuivid0J.al u...'1its of the CCA would compa::-e roughly 

with the:.:.r cou:1 terp11rts in the U.S. A."'IT!.y as they existed in the years 

shortly following Wo::-ld War II. The CCA is equipped w:i th proven weapons of 

Soviet design, but lacks the more advanced weapons and equipment common 

to other major power armies. However, the size of the CCA offsets to 

some degree Uris lack oi.' more competitive weapons and equipment. 

Fro~ time to time, renewed emphasis is placed upon modernization of 

the CCA. Moder~ization of the armed forces was a key item on the agenda of 

the enlarged session ,:Jf the Military Affairs Cornmi t tee which met in 

October 1960. An 8-year modernization program was approved at this 

session. Meanwhile, an article which appeared in an early 1961 issue 

of Work Corresponde~ce, an official Chinese Co~Jnunist publication, 

emphasized the need to continue the modernization program for the armed 

forces. The articl~ took note of the low state of the economy at the 

time, however, and recognized that economic problems would hamper 

progress in the immediate future. Added to the retarding efforts of the 

e~onomic situation has been the withdrawal of most military materiel and 

technical support by the Soviet Union. The loss of Soviet technical 
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8E8RET 

support \Jill ba.·1e lor.e-ra.nee effects upon the Chinese Commi.1r.ist 

modernization program because China has depended almost enlirely :...:pon 

So·,iet desiens in t he past, while nee;lectine a r.ationa.l resear ch and 

de·1elopment proe;ra:1 wl:ich is essential to continc1ed pr·oc:~·ess i ri a:i 

independent status . '+ is assu..'Tied that the Ghir.esE: Corr.rnunists ha·.-e 

l;ee:t quick to recoenize this deficiency and are cioi,1e sonethiq:; abc..1t 

copies o: S0·1iet ;;eapons and equip:ner,t desicr.\; •..:ill contir1ue to L~.., U:e 

stand~·d items of their types in the CCA for se·.'eral yea2·s to come. 

Consequently, most reoreanization acti·li ty in :,he next. i'ew yea r·s will 

likely result mo::-e f'rorr. tactical necessity than from the inL!·oductior: 

or new, ad·,anced weapons into se:·';i.-::e . 
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SEeftET 
(U) In.fan try Weapons of the Chinese Cornratrn.i st Ann.z (CCA) 

Weapons 1kmarb; 

Pistols 

9-mm Makarov (Soviet) 
9-iruu Stechkin (Soviet) 
?.62-mm Type 51 (Chinese) 
?.62-mm TT-Ml93J (Soviet) 

Carbines 

?.62-mm Type 56 (Chinese) 
7.62-mm Type 53 (Chinese) 

w Rifles 

7.62-mm Ml940 (Soviet) 
7.62-mm Generalissimo Mauser (Chinese) 
7 .62-mrn Ml891/1930 (So·,i e t) 

Submachine£:\!ns 

7 .62-rnm Type 56 (r,hinese) 
7.62-mm Type 54 (~hinese) 
7.62-mm Type 50 (Chinese) 
7.62-mm Type 43 (Chinese) 

Lieht Machineguns 

7.62-mm Type 56 (Chinese) 
7.62-mm Type 53 (Chinese) 
7 .62-mm Type 53 (Udnese) 

The 9-mm Makaro·1 aut c:,matic and Su,ch~in machine pis tol 
are believed to be the standard individual weapons for 
officers. The older 7 J) ;_> -mm Type 51 sE:miallti:►rnatic and 
its Scniet counterpart , the TT-Ml')_'.53 , a,·e still in 
limited use. 

Standard weapon o.:.' ind b idi.,a l soJ.diH; copy of Soviet S:<S 
Bolt-action model; c <:, µy of So•;iE:t Ml944; still in limited 
use. 

These three rifles still identified with CCA units, but 
are in •;ery limited llSf;; they ha·; e been lar1:;ely replaced 
by the newer caroin8s li s ted abo•;e . 

The Type 56 is the standard submachine[:;Un in service; it 
is a copy of the Soviet AK-47 assault rifle. The Type 54 
is a Chinese copy of the Soviet PPS Ml943; the Type 50 a 
copy of the S0•1iet PPSh Ml941; and the Type 43 a copy of 
the Soviet PPS M1954. 

Standard squad-level LMG; a copy of the Soviet RfD 
Copy of Soviet RP-46; platoon-Ft""ld coupa>:.:;-leve~ weapon 
Copy of Soviet DP; in limited use. 

9ECRB] 
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Heavy Hachineguns 

7.62-mm. Typo 53 (Chinese) 
12.7-mm Type 54 (Chinese) 
14-5-mm ZPU-4 (Soviet) 

Antitank Rocket Launchers 

4O-mm RPG-2 (Soviet) 
90-mm Type 51 

Recoilless Rifles 

57-mm Type 36 
75-mm Type 52 
82-mm B-1O 

107-mm B-11 

Mortars 

(Chinese) 
(Chinese) 
(So·,iet) 
(Soviet) 

6O-mm Type 31 (Chinese) 
82-mm Ml9J7 (Soviet; Chinese produced) 

107-mm Ml938 (Soviet) 
12O-mm. Ml943 (Soviet; Chinese produced) 
16O-mm M1943 (Soviet; Chinese produced) 

SEeftEf 

Standard weapon of HMG Co , Inf Bn ; oopy of So·1iet Goryuno·; 
SG-43 Standard AA.MG in CCA unit s ; copy of So·,iet DShK 
Ml 9.38/ 46 Quadruple-barrel model bel.ie·rnd r eplacine Type 
54, above in AAMG un. 

Believed to be replacine; older 90-mm RL ln r ifle companies 
in limited use; copy of U.S. M2 O J.5-inch RL. 

'f 

In limited use; copy of U.S. Ml8 
Standard RL in CCA units; -:::opy of U.S. M2U 
B€lievecl r eplacine; Type 52 in some CCA units 
Probably being introduced into CCA units 

In very limited use; lar r:;e ly replaced by 82 -mrn mortars ; 
Standard.battalion-mortar 
Pack mortar; in limited use 
Replacing 82-rnm mortar as standard regimental mortar 
Standard dh isional mortar and of artillery units 

SEeRll 
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SttREl 
(U) Artillery Weapons of the Chinese Communist Army (CCA) 

Wea.e.ons Remarks 

Field Artillerv 

76-mm Gun Type 54 (Chinese) 

76-mm Mt Gun (How) Ml9J8 (Soviet) 

85-mm Div Gun, D-44 (Soviet) 
100-mm Fld Gun, Ml944 (Soviet) 
122-mm Gun, D-74 (Soviet) 
122-mm How, Ml9J8 (Soviet) 
122-mm Corps Gun, Ml931/J7 (Soviet) 
130-mm Gun, M46 (Soviet) 

152-Ill!ll Gun-How, Ml937 (Soviet) 
152-mm How, Ml943 (Soviet) 

Antitank Artillerz 

57-mm AT Gun, Type 55 

76-mm Gun, Type 54 
85-mm AT Gun, D-44 (Soviet) 
100-mm AT Gun, Ml944 (Soviet) 

Field Rocket Launchers 

132-mm BM-13 (Soviet) 
140-mm, BM-14 (Soviet) 

Copy of Soviet Ml942; being replaced by 12;2,-mm Gun in 
some units 
In limited use, primarily by units operating in difficult 
terrain 
Used mainly in antitank role by CCA 
Used mainly in antitank role by CCA 
Standard 122-mm gun in CCA artillery units 
Standard 122-mm howitzer in CCA artillery uni ts 
In limited use 
Introduced into some units; extent undetermined but be
lieved limited 
Standard weapon of Artillery Division (Gun) 
Sta~dard weapon of Artillery Division (How) 

Standard AT gun of infantry regiment; also used by anti
tank division 
Field artillery piece also used in antitank role 
Used by antitank division 
Used by antitank division 

Used by rocket launcher !'egiment, artillery division (How) 
Believed replacine 132-mm RL 

8E8ftEF 
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(U) Artillery Weapons of the Chinese Communist Army (CCA) (cont'd) 

Antiaircraft A.t~illea 

37-mm AA Gun, Ml9J9 (Soviet) 

57-mm AA Gun, S60 (Soviet) 
85-mm AA Gun, Ml9J9 KS-12 (Soviet) 
100-mm AA Gun, KS-19 (Soviet) 

Being replaced by 57-mm eun as standard antiaircraft 
automatic wearon 
Repl~cine 37-rnrn gun as standard automatic weapon 
Standard medium AA eun :n CCA unit s 
Possibly replacine 85-mm AA gun in some units but is a 
standard weapon of the Air Defense Command AAA, under 
the CCAF 

SEeRB 
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SEeRET 
(U) Principal Motor Transport Vehicles of the Chinese Communist Army (CCA) 

Vehicle -~--~.-------- ---~-~ ____ __.,;;,.R;;.::e..:.;.;m;;;:;a~r.:..:k~s __________ _ 

GAZ-67B, Utility Truck, 4 x 4 

GAZ-69A, Truck 4 x 4 

GAZ-6J, Truck, Cargo, 2-T, 4 x 4 

GAZ-51, Truck, Careo, 2½-T, 4 x 2 

ZIS-150, Truck, Cargo, 4½-T, 4 x 2 

ZIS-151, Trucy, Cargo, 5-T, 6 x 6 

CA-10, Truck, Cargo, 4½-T, 4 x 2 

Commander's jeep and reconnaissance vehicle; in limited use 

Ccmmand and reconnai s sance; weapons carrier; in limited use 

Limited number in ser".rice 

RelatiT;ely large numbers still in service 

RelatiT;ely laree numbers in ser;ice; cargo and prime 
mover use 

Used extensively as prime mover for 1rtillery 

Chinese-pr·oduced copy of ZIS-150; in extensive ser,ice 
as cargo carrier 

ERB 
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Item 

E-27 (Cr.ipese) 

E-459 (Chinese) 
E-702 (Chinese) 

10.3 (Chinese) 

81 (Chini:-se) 

9-RS (Soviet) 

12.-RTM (So·1iet) 

A-7-A (Soviet) 

R-104 (So·1iet) 

R-105 (So·1iet) 

R-106 (Soviet) 

R-108 (Soviet) 

R-109 (Soviet) 

R-110 (Soviet) 

R-116 (Soviet) 

eceta 
(U) Radio &:juipment of the Chinese Communist Army (CCA) 

Remarks 

Corepact, transportable; used between di vision and 1·ee irnent or reEirnent and bat talion 

Manpack; referred to as walkie talkie; used between reeiment and battali0n, armor 
and infantry, and forward artillery obseriation 

2-man pack or vehicle; used between regiment and di'Jision 

Used between regiment and division 

Used in armored vehicles 

In T-J4 tank 

2-man pack or vehicle; used by infantry and armored units from battalion down 

2-man pack; used at all tactical levels for command reconnaissance communications 

Manpa.ck or ·1ehicle; infantry db is ion down to company for command and liaison 
communications 

Manpack; used b~tween infantry battalion and company 

Manpack or vehicle; used by artillery or armored units for command, liaison, and 
fire control communications 

Manpack or vehicle; used by AAA units for command, liaison, and fire control 
communications 

5-vehicle mounted; long-range communications by Theater or Military Reeion 

Manpack;· used by all arms at company aud p]atoon levels 

S!CREI' 
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(U) Radio .Equipment of the Chinese Communist Army (CCA) (cont'd) 

R-118 (Soviet) Van mounted; used by all arms at regiment and dbis ion 

RAF-KV-J (Soviet) Vehicle mounted; used at army and dbision le·1el s 

RAF-KV-5 (Soviet) 

RBM (Soviet) 

RBM-1 (Soviet) 

RBM-5 (Soviet) 

RSB (Soviet) 

Vehicle mounted; used at army, divi sion, and by AAA regiments 

2-man pack; used by regiment and forward echelons 

2-man pack; used by infantry and artillery f orward echelons 

2-ma!'l pack; used by infantry and artillery unit s from di·1ision level forward 

Fixed, portable, or mobile con.fieurations; used by army and division level 

SEGREli 
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(U) Chemical Egui1:1,nent of the Chinese Communist Army ( CCA) (con+-~' d) 

Decontaminants and Eguip~ent (cont'd) 

ARS-12 

RDP-3 

RDP-4 

A-DK 

PM-DK 

IPP-5 

Mobile equipment for weapons, vehicles, other equipment , 
and terraii1 

Manpack equipment for small arms and other equipment 

Manpack equipment for s:.,all arms and other equipment 

Decontamination kit f or artillery piet:es, hea·1y mortars, 
and special vehicles 

Decontaminat ion kit for machineeuns and light mortars 

Indi·1idual packet for skin and uniforms; extent of a·,railability 
unknown 

S!CftE.f 
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(U) Identification of Units at Various Eche lons in CCA 

Echelon _ --------~-------------- _ Ident,ificat i0n Sys t em* 

Army 

Division 

Regiment 

AssiEned nwnerical desienation c, n CCA-wide basi s ; i. e ., Lt, .?.()th, 
50th Armi e s, etc. 

Assiened nwnerical des i13nations on ar m- or ser';ice- \.J i de ba.,i s ; 
i.e, 11th Infantry Dbisi on, 11th Artillery Dbi s i on, et c . Infantry 
Divis i ons subordina t ed t o an army ar e usual ly nwnbe1·E.:d in sequence 
with the hiehest number beine equivalent t o the army' s number 
m..1.ltiplied by three. Exampl;;: : 14th Army with 40th, 4bt, and 42nd 
Infantry Divisions. 

Assiened numerical de i, it;nat ions on arm- or ser vi ce-•,lic.e 
basis. Example: l s t Infantry Regiment, 1s t Artillery 
Reeiment, etc. 

Battalion Numbered within parent reeiment. Example : Battalions of 
each infantry regiment are numbered 1 through L, . 

Company Numbered in sequence startine with 1 on a reeiment-wide 
basis. Example: Companie s of 1st Battalion of an Infantry 
regiment will be nwnbered 1 t hrough 5; t hose of the 2d Battalion 6 
through 10, etc. 

Platoon Numbered in sequence starting with 1 within parent comapny. 

-

Example: Platoons of each infantry company are numbered 1 through 4. 

Squad Numbered in sequence starting with 1 on a compc11,:'( .·.;.idf! basis . Example: 
Squads of 1st Platoon are numbered 1st, 2d, and Jrd -- of 3rd Platoon, 
7th, 8th, and 9th, etc. 

* Note: The security conscious Chinese Communist use cover designators in open references 
to specific units to prevent identification of the unit. 
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PART III 

GRADE Ai'-rn POSIT.ION ASSCCIATIO:~ 

AT 

V P.RIOUS ECHELONS , CCA 



--------·-···----· 

I-' 
+--

Ar:ny: 

Div: 

Regt: 

Bn: 

Co: 

SEORCT 
(U) Grades Common to Key Pos itions in tOE Units of CQA atVarious Echelons 

Echelon and Position 

Commander 
Political Commissar 
Deputy Co:nmander 
Deputy Political Commissar 
Chief of Staff 
Chief of Rear Services Dept 

Commander 
Political Officer 
Deputy Commander 
Deputy Political Officer 
Chief of Staff 
Chief of Rear Ser·1ices Dept 

Commander 
Political Officer 
Deputy Commander 
Deputy Political Officer 
Chief of Staff 
Chief of Rear Services Dept 

Commander 
Political Officer 
Deputy Commander 
Deputy Political Officer 
Chief of Staff 

Commander 
Political Officer 
Deputy Commander 
Deputy Political Officer 

Grade* 

Major General 
Major General 
Senior Colonel 
Senior Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 

Senior Colonel 
Senior Colonel 
Colon;Jl 
Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Major 
.Maj or 
Major 
Major 

Senior Captain 
Senior Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 

First Lieutenant 
First Lieutenant 
Second Lieutenant 
Second Lieutenant 

SE8RET 
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(U) Grades Co.-nmon to Key Positions in TOE Units of CCA at Various Eche lons (cont'd) 

Plat: Commander 
Deputy Commander 

Squad: Leader 
Ass't 

i~ Note: Variations of one eraje abo·,e 
or below for positions Rbu·✓e company 
le·1el may occur. 

9E8REf ·· 

S8cond Lieutenant 
Senior Sereeant 

Seq~t&nt 
Corporal 
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0RGk'HZATI0NAL CHARTS 
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