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liPuten.int General Leonardus Benyamin H0ERDAN! 

(U) NAME: I.ieut•·n:~nt c,,.ier.1\ l.eona1·cl1.,- l!enya;ni_n 
("l3enny") Moerd~_,1:_• Tndonesi,1,1 Al·my. Variant: 
R,:,njamin Murdani. (P1·,):10:rnce.J ~f,:OR-DAN-F:E) 

(U) POSITION: Assistant for 1,telligcD,e (J-

l/Intel),Dep3rtmcnt of Defense anJ Sec:1rity 
(113nk3m), s:nce August 197li; concurr,,ntly, Assistant 
for Intelligence, Gpt•rati,,nal C()rrun.1nd for the 
Restoration of Security and Order (KOPKA.'-1TIB), Head, 
Strategic Intelligence Center (PUSINTELSTRAT), and 
Deputy Chief, State Coordinating Bo<ly for 
Intelligence (RAKIN). 

(b)(1 ), 1.4 (c) 

June 1982 

(U) 1977 

(C7NLFORM POLITICS: Mo-.:rd.:ini 1s 1r,.1-US an-i 1s cordial with representatives 

Moerdani received 
(b)(1 ),(b)(6) , 1.4 (c) 

service 1n both Mal.1ysi3 an<l South Korea. In previous 
'.~oerdani has str2s!'r>,I Indonesia's need to stcrnd on its 

t., ( I ., .... _ I . "•! :,, JI.A. - ,I.AL ... 

SECREI 

He has had diplomatic 
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own two feet, 
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econo~ically as well as militarily, and to achieve national resilience as a 
deterrent to inst.Jbi ~ ity. Moerdani has complained about previous "abrupt 
changes" in the US ~ecurity and assistance policy, but he also stated that he 
and his colleagues in the Ministry of Defense "privately" support the 
retention of US hasPs in the Philippin~s. He has sometimes stressed the 
inbred Indonesian suspicion and resentm2nt of the Indonesian Chinese minority 
both in terms of eronomic disp3rity ~ith indigenous peoples and alleged 
atter::pts by so::i,~ elements of the Chinese community to distabilize the country 
through economic subversion. Regarding Indochina and the major powers, 
Hoerdani has commented that whereas previous US involvement in Vietnam had 
posed difficulties for Indonesia, in 1975-76 Vietnam itself became a problem. 
This included the subsequent SRV incursion into Cambodia and the problem of 
refugees. Moerd~~i, however, is a leading proponent of a more accomodating 
stance toward Har,oi. His \"i.ew::; run counter to the established ASEAN position 
anJ has been ac~ively oppos~d by Foreign Minister Mochtar, his principal rival 
in the foreign policy arena. Like Hochtar however, Hoerdani occassionally 
~mphasized, that 1,,ith American efforts to counter the Soviet Union, the US has 
gone too far in it3 support of the PRC. 

{ 
(b)(1) ,1.4(c) ~-----~/ 

._ _______________________________ --J/Wi th his increasing 
pol.'ers and resoonsibilities, however, ~foerdani has become somewhat more vocal 

(b)(1 ), 1.4 (c) 

~------------------------------------'! Neve rthe 1 es s, 
Hocrdani has also privately decried the corru?tion of some elder military 
le>aders and advocated delegating incre.1sed responsibility to younger, more 
q~alified officers and civilians. Apparently to the concern of some officers, 
he :-ias been active in p:-omoting his young supporters in the military, using 
his position on promotion and reassignment boards and his influence with 
fell0w senior nffic~rs. A m~ior opponent was Army Chief of Staff General 
\.Jidodo, but Moerdani wcrn mr>st r,f the bureaucratic battles and Widodo now has 
been retired. Moer,L,ni has estc1blishcc-l an effective working relationship with 
Defense Minister Cenu.cll .Jusuf, ~ecoming one of his most relied-on staff 
officers. Disa~reC'mr:1ts exist between the two, however, and Moerdani 
.~pparent ly has ;. ::rnght to ,,nder cut Just1f on various occasions. 

(C/IQC'J!Cl\14) ?ERSONAL f::\TA: Ceone:-al :1c.erdani was born /<b)(G) lin 
l(b)(G) j Ot1~ of Indonesia's youngest senior general officers, 
MoerJnni 1s ai::-horne qn.:lified, 5pPci2.l forces trnined, and enjoys discussions 
relating to thes•_• -;uhjects. Ile has acquired broad responsibilities because of 
his demonstriltPd ir.t,~lliger.ce, decisiveness, and ability to get things done. 
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However, because of his num12rous dut if's an<l refusal to adequately delegate 
authority, MoerJani is €Xtremely o·Jerworkf'd ,1nd spends much of his time away 
from home. He gener a lly eats and sleeps at his Department of Defense and 
Security (HANKA,'-1) office, where he h3s a bedrocm :rnd other facilities. He 
also has an office at BAKIN which he visits for .::1hout an hour every day. In 
the evening hours, Mcerdani devotes his time to receiving calls from 
Indonesian military attaches around the world who call him during those hours 
to advise him of problems, or of other mattrrs with which they night need his 
help or want to keo2p him informed on. Moerd:rni takes no real breaks from this 
routine during tht:, week. His cnly concession is that he takes "cat-naps" of 
10 0r 20 minutes during th12 d.1y in his office. When he is away, important 
decisions are del.iyed anci on one occasion !<1st year, he had to be hospitalized 
from exhaustion. As a result of his predominant influence in East Timar, 
since 1975, Moerdc.ni h.1s reportedly gained financial control of that rov1nces 
principal coffee exp,.rt trade. Moer<l:rni (b )(1 ),(b )(6 ),1.4 

Moerdani and his 1:-i- fe ----(c) 

.____ ______ _)They have one daughter, 

( U) CAREER: 

1s approximately 13 years old . 

1945-1949 

1951-1952 

1951-1954 

1954-1956 

1957-1958 

1959-1960 

1960-1961 

!962-1963 

1961-1964 

1965-1966 

Join,c,ci ~rmy at agc> l 3 as a mu nitions carrier du~ing the 
re•.r o lut i0n. 

- ,\tt,' nckd Re s erve Offic,_• r'.; Sch0<,l and Instructor School. 

- l n s t r u c t o ·, , In f Ca <l re Sch ,J o l. 

Attence<l Ccmman<lo School; l;iter serving as Instructor l:,,~c :;use 
chi,~f instructor 1955. 

- CO, f)3ra-cor.m1ando unit (RPKAD) in Sulawesi. 

- Student, jump sch,.101; sturlent, comµany officer course. 

(b)(6) 

- CP. RP!ZAD Bn in West Iri311. 

- CO, RPKAD Bn, Operations Officer RPKAD Regt. 

- Assigned to Operations Section, Army Strategic Command 
( KOSTRAD). 
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1966-1971 - DOI, Embassy, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

1971··1974 - Indonesian Charge d'Affaires, Seoul, South Korea. 

1')7,\-Present - D~puty Asst for Intelligence/J-1, HANKAM, 1 Jan 74; became 
Asst for Intelligence/J-1, and promoted to Maj Gen, Aug 74; 
conct•rrently, Chief of Intelligence, KCWKAMTIB; on 11 Aug 77 
assumed additional title as Head, Strategic Intelligence Center 
(FUSINTELSTRAT): and Deputy Chief, State Coordinating Body for 
Intelligence (BAKIN) in Hay 1978. Promoted to Lt Gen Apr 1980. 

l
(b)(3):10 USC 424 
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