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SECTION 1 OF 2 __ [ 0
SUBJECLY: THIS 1§ IR(b)(3):10USC 424 = |xc N
1, COUNTRY? ARGENTINA (AR] _ 424
2, REPORT NUMBERS [(0)3)10USC 424 | ~ Ln
3, TITLEY (U) POLITICAL*MILITARY = CHILEAN - c

PERCEPTIONS OF BEAGLE CHANNEL DISPUTE
4, PROJECT NUMBERS N/A

5, DATE .OF INFORMATIONY 780105

6, OATE OF REPORT: 780185

7. DAYE AND PLACE OF ACQUISITIONI 7823185, BUENDS AIRES, ARGENTINA
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RAGE 2 :
8, REFERENCE ((b)(3):10USC 424 ‘

-§9286

P, ASSESSMENTS
10,- ORIGINATOR
11, REQUEST EVALUATION] NO

$2, PREPARING OFFICER1 [(b)(3):10USC 424
13, AFPROVING .AUTHORITY

14,  SOURCE3 (b)3):10 USC 424
5, BPECIAL: INST -HHHﬁHLL///memAOUSC424
16, SUMMARY! (CANOEBRN) [(b)(1)1.4(c) | EXPRESSED

THE: VIEW THAT :ARGENTINE. GOVERNMENY MACHINATIONS CONCERNING THE:
BEAGLE CHANNEL: DISPUTE. ARE. THE. RESULT .OF AN ATTEMPT.TO DIVERY
ATTENTION FROM SERIOUS CONFLICTS WITHIN THE GOA ON DOMESTIC
POLICIES,

2, DETAIL IPORN) (X114 () |IN - THE:
G114 ) DURING A RECENT INFDRMAL' DISCUSSION
%rua QUESTION :OF THE: DIVERGENT POSITIONS DF ‘THE GHILEAN

N

(bX(1):1.4
(¢}

TINE- GOVERNMENTS ‘OVER YHE BEAGLE CHANNEL WAS
BROUGHT UP BY|/(DX1x14d (0
THE GOA IS NOT BEING VERY SERIQOUS OR REALISTIC ABOUTY - THE.
DISPUTE, HE :SAID THATYT :HE' DOUBTS VERY MUCH THAY.THE DJISPUTE
WILLILEAD 'TO AN ARHEO CONFLICT-BETHEEN YHE TWOD COUNTRIES,
DESPITE ARGENTI RENT AND PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS
AND STATEMENTS, ®XU14<® THAT CHILE DOES NOT HAVE ANY
PRETENSIONS FDR. AN OUTLET AND AREA OF CONTROL IN THE ATLANTIC,
BUT THAT.THE ARGENTINE POSITION :OF THREATENING WITH ARMED
CONFLICT 1F THE .SITUATION I8 NOT RESOLVED IN ACCORDANCE: WITH
THE .GOA PROPOSALS QDES NOT M ‘THE " NEGOTIATIONS EASY FOR:
EITHER SIDE,. CHILE, IN |[(W():14( » ‘DDES NOT WANT:TD GO
TO MAR OVER THE: DISPUTE, AND .IN FACT WOULD FIND ARMED ACTIVITY
IN THAT AREA TO BE VERY *NCDNVENIENT BECAUSE. PERU MIGHY TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THE CONFLICT YO TRY TO .RECLAIM TERRITORY LODSY
TO CHILE: 108 YEARS: AGO, ON THE DTMER HAND GMILE CAN NOT
AFFORD TO BACK DOWN QEFORE ARGENTINE BELLIGERENCE FOR.
REASDNS OF NAY . PRIDE: ANO DOMESYIC POLITICAL PRESSURES,
2. CE/NEFORN) wxn14(® WHY THERE WAS..80 MUCH PRO&LEH
COMING TO A SOLUTION IF THME- CHILEANS .DONYT HAVE: AN PRETENSIDNS
ON- THE  ATLANTIC, AND THE ARGENTINES . .SAY THAT:THEY .ARE. WILLING
YO ACCERY CHILEAN OWNERSMIP -OF THE THREE CONTESTED ISLANDS,.
[(DX(1%:1.4 (c) I[THAT HE VIEWS THE: PROBLEM .AS: BEING .ONE: .QF-
DOMESTIC POLICY PROBLEMS WITHIN THE MIGMESY LEVELS -OF: THE:
ARGENTINE: MILITARY GDVERNMENT, {bXD:14( | THAT THE. ONLY
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|(b)(3):10 USC 424 (0)(3):10 USC 424

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC _
INFO RULPALJ/ZUSCINCSO GUARRY HTS [(0)(3):50 USC 3024(i)
(b)(3):10 USC 424;(b)(3):50 USC 3024())

8T |(b)(3):10 USC 424 |
S O—N—F—FDFEN—TFIhLNEESRN[ — [SECTION 2 OF 2

COMMANDERS TO SUBMIT THE DISPUTE TO ARBITRATION, AMONG THOSE
WHUO SIGNED THE ODOCUMENY SUPPORTING THAT DECISION WAS ADMIRAL
MASSERA; CURRENT NAVY .CINC AND THE MOST VOCIFEROUSLY

AGAINST THE RESULTS OF THE ARBITRATION, [(b)(1):1.4(c) THATY
ANOTHER EXAMPLE OQOF THE LACK OF SERIOUS NEGOTIATING BY THE GOA

IS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER MONTES WAS AUTHORIZED BY THE JUNTA TO
PRESENT A PROPOSAL TO GOC IN SANTIAGG, AND THEN WHEN THE CHILEAN

PAGE 1 =N A A pelippat



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

JOINT-CHIERS OF.STAFF
MESSAGE-CENTER *

RAGE- 2 =N T 65288
FOREIGN. MINISTER TRAVELLEO TO BUENOS AIRES Y0 DISCUSS THAT 'PROPOSAL,
HE WAS TOLD- BY MONTES THAT THE JUNTA AND WITHORAWN ITS APPROVAL.

OF-THE.PROPOSAT1 AND HE (M?NTES) WAS NOT AUTHORIZED
TO OISCUSS IT, |(b)(1)l4(c) THAT . THE CHILEAN FOREIGN MINISTER REFUSED
T0 RETURN TO CHILE IHHEOIATELY. S0 HE SPENT THE. MORNING TALKING TO

MONTES ABOUT.T WEA A F S OF CANOY, .
3, LGANORORN) ®XU14<® THAT THESE EVENTS ARE

EVIOENCE THAT THE GOA WANTS TO CONFUSE ANO STRETGH :0UT: THE
NEGOTIATION PROCESS CONCERNING THE CHANNEL IN ORDER TO -AVOID
ADDRESSING SERIOUS INTERNAL' POLICY ISSUES SUCH AS..A OEFINITION
OF THE FUTU - MITHIN THE GOA AND THE: MATTER ‘OF THE
FOURTH MAN, |(DX(1x14(0) "THE RECENT RESIGNATION 'OF

MINISTER oF PLANNING, GENERAL 0JAZ BESSONE, IS FURTHER PROOF
THAT THERE ARE .SERIOUS OIVISIONS ANO STRUGGLES FOR PONWER .GOING
ON WITHIN THE GOA, [(W(Ix14(© THAT HE DOESN'T: THINK THE PRESENT

MILITARY GOVERNMENT IN ARGENTINA WILL: LAST LONGER THAN MARCH :OR
APRIL. 1978, .
COMMENT ! CCANQEERN)Y [(bX1)14 () | ABOUT ‘THE OOCUMENT
SUPPORTING THE. OECISION TO SUBMIT.THE BEAGLE QUESTION TO
Pﬂ_llﬂAllﬂu_EABAL#EL 'NOT WELL GUAROEQO RUMORS IN BUENOS AIRES,.
(b)1):1.4 {c) ANO RUMORS CONCERNING A MASSERA -SIGNATURE.

ON ODCUMENT .SUPPORTING ARBITRATION IS INTERESTING IN THAT

QUR: BIO FILES INOICATE MASSERA WAS NOT PROMOTED TO REAR ADMIRAL.
UNTIL: 31 OEC 73, WHEN HE BECAME NAVY SECRETARY GENERAL,

OURING 1971 ‘HE WAS A CAPTAIN ASSIGNEQ .AS .AN INSTRUCTOR

AT THE NAVAL. WAR COLLEGE,. THE LOCAL PRESS MAS .CARRIEQ SEVERAL'
STORIES THAT. THE: QUESTION OF OEFINITION OF THE POMWER

swaucruns WAS NOT ADDRESSED -BY THE JUNTA BECAUSE ATTENTION
as GIVEN TO THE. BEAGLE ‘CHANNEL- DISPUTE, IN-A WORD,
®XU14< COULO BE MERELY REPEATING WHAT -HE HAS SEEN AN Y14 ©
MEARD HERE IN_BUENOS. AIRES, AND THEN MAKING o
CONCLUSIONS, IT IS.ALSO POSSIBLE THOUGH, THA

I8 REPEATING TME OFFICIAL. GOC PERCERTION .OF THE QISPUTE

AS ‘SEEN 'FROM -SANTIAGOD, [(1:14() REALIZATION THAY A CONFLICT

IN THE BEAGLE CHANNEL -AREA. COULD BE:.AN INVITATION FOR THE
PERUVIANS  TO START .ACTION IN THE ARIGA AREA; -ANO HIS

STATEMENT THAT CHILE THEREFORE WOULD TRY TO.-AVOID LETTING
THE BEAGLE CHANNEL OISPUTE OEGENERATE INTO AN .ARMED CONFLAICY,

ﬁ&;ﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬁLi_IﬂEWREALIZATIUN THAT ‘SEVERAL [0)(1x14(c) |
(b)(1);1.4 (¢) HAVE SAID THE GOA IS COUNTING ON TO GET A

FAVORABLE. NEGCTIATEO 8ETTLEHENT,.GﬂU)14(@ “THAT. THE :GOA WILL-
NOT LAST BEYONO MARCH -OR .APRIL .-IS 8F LATIUN -OR PERHAPS WISHFUL
THINKING, WHICH IS NOT SUPPURTED BY -EVIDENCE AVAILABLE HERE,
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WAY TO RATIONALIZE THE GOA CONDUCT IS8 TO REALIZ

THAT 1T WANTS TO USE THE BEAGLE CHANNEL DISPUTE TO

DIVERT ATTENTIDN OR ACTION FROM DOMESTIC POLICY ISSUES,

AS EXAMPLES, [(b)(1):1.4 (¢) _LLAIMS THAT THE DECISION
TO SUBMIT THE BEAGLE CHANNEL GUESTION TO ARBITRATION

1S INVALIO BECALSE 1T WAS MADE BY A DEFACTO GOVERNMENT
(LANUSSE=»1971) IS RIDICULOUS, PRESIDENT LANUSSE, ACCORDING
OX1:14(c)  |HAD THE WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE SENIOR MILITARY
T \

Na003

ANNDTES . -

LIS 117 .
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