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UNETS AND HELICOPTERS 18 REASONABLE:‘BUT I8 DIFFICULT.TO
BELIEVE THAT .AMX13. TANKS. IN THOSE QUANTITIES- HAVE. BEEN .
THE. MAJORITY OF- AMX13 TANKS ARE: ASSIGNEO TO THE
8TH CAVALRY REGT LOCATED AT MAGDALENA, BUENOS AIRES:-PROVINGE:

IT WOULD 8E' A VERY DIFFICULT, BUT NOT:
IMPOSSIBLE LOGISTICS: TASK TO MOVE: THE TANKS. TO RID

2, -tC7NOPORN) [(DXD:14(
BELGRANO STATE THAT AS OF: @ FEB- THE:.ARGENTIME: NAVYIS L8D
AND THE NEW LST -"CABD SAN ANTONIQP ‘WERE NDT IN-PORT,[)(1):l4() |
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THE. HARBOR AS WERE: A TANKER; 'THE' HERCULES AND‘ THE: AIRGRAFT

Iuas REGENTLY IN PUERTO

CARRIER, [(1%:14(c) CONTINUED THAT MOST OF THE NAVY -
HELICOPTERS (SEA KNIGHTS, AND ALOUETTES) THAT ARE. USUALLY
STATION IN. PUERTD BELGRAND HAVE NOT BEEN THERE -SINCE. BEFORE.
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cun:svnas AND HE HAS HEARD THAT THEY MAVE BEEN DEPLOYED
TO RI0 GRANDE AND USHUAIA, ANDTHER [(1:l4()
[GXD:14¢c |THAT -9MALL DETACHMENTS QF MARINES DCCURIED~ THE.

ORCADAS (484554815W) LAST WEEK. FINALLY, ANOTHER wXﬂlan>u4

@(1);1.4@)

STATED THAT LAST WEEK AN .ARMY RFT-FROM COMDDORD RIVADAVIA

[(B)(3): 10 USC 424 | (PRESUMABLY THE BTHZINF RGT) AND' AN

ARMORED CAY RECON SGD FROM PUERTO1DESEADD [(0)(3):10USC 424

(PROBABLY THE 9TH RECON SGD) REDEPLOYED TO THE AREA OF RIO
omTr | TURBIO )10 USC 424 NEAR THE CHILEAN FRONTIER (A GOOD
© BLOCKIN%_Fﬁ§ITIﬁﬁ_iﬁ{INST THE CHILEAN STH AUSTRAL: DIv,) (b)(3):10 USC 424;(b)

. [THE | | |(1):Sec. 1.4(c)

| FOR USHUAIA DN 9209@0Z FEB 78,.
ITINERARY INCLUDES RON AT COMODORO RIVADAVIA, QN 2 FEB AND
USHUAIA ON 3, 4 FEB 78, FURTHER, | — | [oX14(©
TAKE PLACE IN RIO GRANDE [(b)3):10 USC 424 DR RIO
GALLEGOS DURING THE TRIP, [(D(rI0USC 127 [SHOULD HAVE AN
[(BX1%:14 (&) |
IN THESE. AREAS AND ARE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO BUENOS AIRES

052000 FEB 78, IN THE INTERIM IT 1S ALMOST IMPDSSIE
YO [®){15:1.4 () BECAUSE OF THE: VERY |[®)X1:14 (o)
ORI TS . IN. ADDIT]IDN, NO SECURE
AY (P)(3)10USC 424

COMMENTt £€3 THERE IS A GENERAL GCONSENSUS AMONG OBSERVERS HERE
THAT THERE WILL NOT BE AN -ARMED CONFRONTATION BETWEEN CHILE
AND ARGENTINA, NEVEKTHELESS, THE ARGENTINE. ARMED FORCES
HAVE IMPROVED THEIR MILITARY FOSTURE IN THE SOUTH

" CONSIDERABLY, THEREFORE, ONE CAN NOT TOTALLY OISMISS THE
POSSIBILITY OF SOME ACTION SUCH AS THE OCCUPATIDN OF THE
WOLLASTON ISLAND GROUP, 1F THE ARA LAD AND LS8T ARE IN
USHUAIA, THE CAPABILITY EXISTS FOR SUCH AN ACTION,. HOWEVER,
THE ABSENCE OF COMBATANT AND SUPPORT SHIRS IN THE AREA
WOULD INDICATE THAT NO ACTION IS ANTICIPATED IN THE IMMEDIATE
FUTURE, AS FOR THE [0)XD:14(0 JOF THE' OCCUPATION OF. THE
ISLAS ORCADAS, IT IS DIFFICULT TU SEE WHAT IMPACT SUCH AN
ACTION WOULD HAVE ON THE BEAGLE SITUATION, IT COULD REFLECT
A NEW ARGENTINE POLICY OF QCCUPYING ALL. ISLANDS THAT ARGENTINA

CLAINS TO PREVENT FURTHER ENCROACHMENT,
{b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c)
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€2) TODAY'S BUENOS AIRES: NEWSPARPERS CARRIED EXCERPTS
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OF PRESIDENT VIDELAYS LAVESY LETTER TO PRESINDENT PINOCHET,

AMONG OTHER THINGS, VIDELA SAID THAY ARGENTINA 'HAD THE NONORABLE
TRADITION OF INTERNATIONAL. CONDUCT OF NAVER HAVING USED THREATS
AS A MEANS DF ACHIEVING ]YS GOALS, TO EXECUTE A MILIVARY
DPERATION DN THE: HEELS -OF SUCH A STATEMENT WOULD SERIOQUSBLY
RAMAGE VIDELA'S CREQJBILITY, THEREFDRE, WHILE SUCH A
POSSIBILITY .CANNQT. BE DISCARDED, T I3 UNLIKELY, THIS8 M36
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