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RIO GRANDE - 26 Noy

Le (a) Rart: revet-ents for uir.-uft dispersal sighted around the
girfield., ..ore under construciion,

(b) 411 aircraft were parked inside the hangar, and it was

difficult to dlistinguish what .us there apart from 1 x PoH,
several .B 3208, several .-2us and a Jawureliner.
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{(e) In the town 1t was noted that the hespital had s red cress
painted on the roof.
(d) New permanent housing is wnder construetion in the Mavrine

(e) Pew troops were to be seem and those im the street were
unaraed,

(£) At 2145 hrs an Aerolineas Argmitina TOT toock eoff
frem the airport. Fraom the interest it geners in the tom
it appeared to De an unusual event,

) Throughout T1 del Mu ters ars to be sesm announ
s'gnu (at0), Hctu.?r;lmnxmm'.o ¢ olns

AL Xoy

During th ming pairs of M8 with under-wing steres
g;;uroa to _”or::o from utrollf‘.m wtee um'-m

were made on the airfield (good for AA gamers, for Pllets).
At no time were more than two aireraft sighted at eme time,
The underwing stores appeared te de 2 MO peds und 6 roekets,

(b) Loeal residents seemed very relaxed about the situstion.
There sre a large number of osn workers in the temm Wmt, spart
frem drunkemness, there apreared to bde no probvlem with them.

iAleg
(a) I lmnded as airoraft were being brought ocut of the hamgar,
The following were sightedt

x s (camouflage painted) with s and
i z ¥£ rocket pylons, but withouﬁogkogts

7 x MB326 (gintm ::.“t:-.' :oi.n
green gun-pods
ngh rockets ’

2 x T-348 in "peacetime” Armada livery.

(b) There is en amaunition storage ares on the Xast side of the
airfield.

USHUAIA - 41 Xgy
(a) The follewing vessels were sighted on my arrival iam the evening:
2 x Hineawespers/Minclumters ("Ten" olass?)

painted + Xo psmnant mumbers or
names visidle

2 x Fast Attack Oraft-Oun ("Combattante II" olass)
painted in green, drown aad blask
camouflage seheme (exoept rademe)

/Tho see
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7(a) The above wers mcored in pairs on the landward side of the main

8.

9.

"tt’-

2 x Motor Own Boats ("Kiggims" olass?)
painted in green, brown snd bdlack
camouflage acheme

1 x large Patrol Craft (63 £t AVR?) apparently
unarmed. Green, brown snd bdlack
camouflage scheme

'3 X anall ramped landing craft (eamouflage
painted)

The above were mcored against a small jetty between the main jetty
and the YPP jetty.

(b) In addition there was an orange-painted vessel "Antartida™

which appeared tc be a serviee vessel for light buoys and a ﬁup

ﬁh% x'Iohoonm:r ("Hielo"?) which appeared to b ﬂJL.IG the stars
B pen.

28 Noy

(a) 1 x Alouette III flew seversl sorties along the Beagle
Channel. (This airaraft appeared to be based at Ushmaia snd
operated every day). :

(b) To the fest of the airfield there is a radio mut whiech has
haed reeent earth proteetive walls built round 1t and the roef of
which waa camouflaged in a very light solour achene.

(6) Part of the main naval aviation hangar roof had been samouflage
painted in “Jig-saw" scheme of bdrown, green amd black. The paint
appeared to be gloss and certainly did nothing to scomeeal the
building. (This exercise seemed pointless as the airfield is
eansily identifiable, and just across the bay are a numbder of

bright aluninium-painted YPF oil and gas storage tanks).

(d) Both iMinesweepers/Minehunters sailed East on patrol at about
1100 hrs, returning at 2030 hra.

23 Noy

(a) There were considersble military air r’.ft movenents, including
Skyvan, C47, Electra, P27, H8 125, IA 35 (7). 2 x armed MB}26s
flew low over the harbour at 1930 hrs in a westerly directien.

(The Territorial Government Hughes 500 helicopter flew rofn.larly
and the Learjet was a frequent visiter. Both orange painted.)

(b) The 2 x MGBs sailed Eastwards on patrol during the morning
but returned by 1400 hrs.

(¢) The town's first air-raid alert was praetised at 2030 hrs

with the sounding of sirens. Streets were ocleared and it was
understood that omly authorised persons were sllowed ocut until

o o e
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the end of tle ourfew at 0100 hrs. Armed marines arrived in the dook
area snd there were & number of small patrols. There appeared

to be a general lack of enthusiasa on the part of the troops

who tried to shelter from the wind and rain rather keop

lookout. All lights in the town were ex shed. This 414

not cause nuch inconveniense until about 2 hrs beocause of the

long Antaretio day). Navigation lights remained on. Rasch blogk
appeared %0 have one or mere wardens (eivilians) who had a distin-
guishing white armband on the left arm. Vehicles had all 1ights
masked with a blue paint (and drove about twice as fast as normal).

.

(d) 1 x Argentine Army "Unimog" was seen in town, but there was
no indication of the unit to whioch 1t belomged.

30 Koy

(a) During the night 29/30 Nov an LSD arrived in the harbour.

When first seen 1t was flooded down at the storn with ramps open

and small landing oraft manoeuvring around the ship, but not owrrying
marines, The LSD darried no pemmant number but 1t 01..!1{'.!.*

hg;; EE’n the "Candido de Lasala®™. (YPP tanker "La Plata" also

a v .

(b) During the day the LSD berthed on the seaward side of the
main jetty and hoisted the red flag,. Ammunition was offloaded
and transported 1o the marine barracks. Also a large quantity
of new metal bunkbeds (estimated 300-400)and foam mattresses.

() At least 4 single-mount and 1 twin-mount kOmm Bofors AA guns
were off-loaded.

(i) The LSD then loaded a oonsiderable number of orungo—patntod
drums (appeared to be 40 gallon fuel drums). A dump of similar
drume was seen behind the naval aviation hangar in the asirfield.

(e) Orew oame ashore in the evening, some in oombat dress and
others in blues. One sallor was seen wearing a "Belgrano" eap
ribbon.

(£) 1 x MGB returnod from patrol at 1300 hrs, The other had
remained at the Jetty.

(g) 1 x Combattante II olase Fast Attaek Craft sailed East
at 2030 hrs. (Thies was the only movement of these oraft during
my 3% days in Ushuaia).

(h) 1 x armed MB326 d1d several touch-snd-go ngpronohn- in both
direotions and then landed. It took off at 2010 hrs,

(1) the time I was in Ushuaie there was a lot of activi
moving oarth from the SW corner of the airfield to some point ou
of sight. (Possible AA defences, with the guns landed by the LSD?)
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12.

13.

Genexral

The situation seemed very relaxecd. Local people said all the fuss
was in Busnos Aires. A large number of Chilesns whose papers
were not in order hed been sent dack to Chile. 4s a t there
was a severs shortage of labour, Not many itroops were to be seen,
Those in town were unarmed. Seeurity in the docks was very lax
(apart from during the air-raid practiees) and persems were net
ssopped for identity check., There seemed to be no speeisl security
measures on the YPF tank farm. There are a number of 4LOmm and
20mm guns mounted on a bdluff overlooking the harbour in the
marine barracks, but these appeared to be for gun drill rather
than defensive purposes as they were not dug-in. Movement was
not allowed on the Channel or to Puerto Almte Erowm -~ the latter
oatensibly because the road was said to be under repair after
damage during the winter, but more probably because of military
activity there.

COMODORO RIVADAVIA - 4 Deg

3 pairs of reinforoed-ocmorete hardened aireraft shelters wers
aightod on the North side ef the undoT construetion,

but less advanced than thoss at Rio Gallegos {eg reinforoing mesh
shaped but oconcrete not yet poured). Same design as thoss at
Rio Gallegos. (Perhaps the Lth pair has not yet been started?).
Concrete blast walls appeared oompleted, as well as taxiways.

CONCLUSIONS

(a) There is a lot of "infrastructure” aotivity in the South,

vis aircraft shelters at Comodoro Rivadavia, Rio Gallegos and
RioUGranga; air raid shelters at Rio Gallegos; increased AA defences
at Ushuaia.

(b) The Favy would appear to have besfed up their air sapability
in Tierra del Fuego viz srmed NB326s and 7-2Bs at Rio Grande.
However, Ushuaia at present appears comparatively umdefended against
surprise surface or «ir attack.

(¢) Thers would appear te be preparations to acoommodate more
troops at Ushuala, vis extra beds.

(d) The dearth of troops in the towns and lack of astivity om
the roads suggests that a sizeable proportion of the normal garriaom
has been deployed slsewhere.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

