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PREFACE

(U) The Military Intelligence Summary (MIS), published in eight volumes, is a

synopsis of military intelligence worldwide. Intended to serve as a ready reference,
the MIS presents a compilation of intelligence on those forces that contribute to
the military security of each country, and on the political and economic factors
affecting the country’s military capability. Published annually, the MIS serves to
update information in other DIA publications.’

(U) Given the growth of the MIS, Volume IV has been subdivided into three parts:
Part I — Southern and Central Africa, Part II — West Africa, and Part Il — East
Africa. This subdivision should improve the timeliness of publication and ease of
reference for the consumer.

(U) Information summarized in the MIS is available in detail in numerous DIA
publications. A list of related publications, both completed and scheduled, is
published in the Register of Intelligence Publications (DDB-2600-37-series) and in
the Defense Intelligence Production Schedule (DVP-2600-35-series). The Intelligence
User’s Guide (DDM-2600-397-series) explains how to obtain finished intelligence
products and services from DIA. .

(U) Specific publications that may be of particular interest and have been
produced since the last edition of this MIS in March 1985 are as follows: Com-
parative Military Strengths: Sub-Suharan Africa (U), DDB-2600-1852B-85, November
1985; Foreign Military Assistance, Volume VI — Africa South of the Sahara (U),
DDB-1940-1A-85, Volume VI, December 1985; Air Order of Battle, Volume IV —
Africa South of the Sahara (U), DDB-1300-104-85, June 1985; Naval Order of Battle,
Volume IV — Africa South of the Sahara (U), DDB-1200-104-84, November 1984; and
Insurgencies in Sub-Saharan Africa (U), DDB-2300-5-84, May 1984,

(U) Questions and comments concémiijé- MIS Volume 1V, — Part I, should be

referred in writing to the Defense Intellience"Agency (ATTN: — | Washington,

D.C. 20301-6111. Requests for additional copies should ‘ ed through
command approval channels, as appropriate, to DIA (ATTN fb](e‘)",jz‘l in accordance
with DIA Manual 59-1, Intelligence Dissemination/Reference ﬁzcr_mbei :

(Reverse Blank)
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ANGOLA

1. GOVERNMENT

a. (U) Key Government Officials
President, and President of the MPLA-Labor Party: Jose Eduardo dos Santos
Prime Minister: Pedro De Castro Van-Dunem (“Loy”)
Minister of External Affairs: Afonso Domingos Pedro Van Dunem (*Mbinda”)
Minister of Defense: Col-Gen Pedro Maria Tonha (“Pedale”™)
Minister of Interior: Lt-Gen Manuel Alexandre Duarte Rodrigues (“Kito")
Acting Minister of State Security: Fernando Piedade dos Sentos (*Nando”)

b. Type and Stability of Government

=(e> The People’s Republic of Angola (RPA) is considered by its leaders to be a Marxist
state; however, the Government is in only the earliest stages of development along Marxist
lines. The RPA was established on 11 November 1975, at the end of Portuguese rule, by
one of three contending Angolan insurgent groups, the Soviet- and Cuban-backed Popular
Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA). In December 1977, the MPLA's first Party
Congress was held, transforming the MPLA into the MPLA-Labor Party and giving the
party a stronger role in the Government and in the military and security forces. President
dos Santos was elected by the MPLA in September 1979 to replace Agostinho Neto, who died
in Moscow that month while under medical care. Dos Santos was confirmed in the position
by a vote of the MPLA's Extraordinary Party Congress in December 1980. His position
has progressively strengthened, from his election initially as a compromise choice, to his
reelection, along with a supportive Politburo and Central Committee, at the December 1985
Second Party Congress.

=¢€rThe MPLA is the sole legal party in,K Angola, but party leadership is severely
factionalized and these divisions have undermined the stability of the regime. Even the late
President Neto, who held a leadership role in MPLA affairs for more than a decade, was not
always capable of maintaining complete control of his party. Neto balanced pressures —
as dos Santos now also doezs — from a hardline pro-Soviet element, MPLA moderates, and
black militants. The moderates want to limit Communist influence in the country and the
black militants resent the influence of whites, mulattoes, and urban intellectuals in the top
levels of the party and government. A hard-line pro-Soviet group also contends for greater
power. Because of their numbers, the militants and their supporters pose a serious threat
to the stability of the regime; the pro-Soviets are also strong, deriv'mg their support from
the large Soviet Bloc presence in-country. Other points of contention among the factions
are reconciliation with rival nationalist groups and relations with the West, President dos
Santos still does not have the wide acceptance that Neto did, and, despite his growing
strength, his freedom to act remains circumscribed by continuing struggles among these
and other factions. The relative influence of the various factions waxes and wanes. The
MPLA's present power base includes the Kimbundu tribe, which has traditionally supported
the MPLA; large segments of the urban population; and the substantial number of Cuban
personnel in the country. . ,
Sy ':';rﬁ;';- L,
indi’ :I 3

1

e m—



—esEad

=& The stability of the country also is jeopardized by widespread internal conflict (see
L.c.). : ,

c. Internal Threat

«@wIn the aftermath of the MPLA's 1975 pre-independence seizure of the central
government from a hastily formed coalition of insurgent groups, the MPLA has been
seeking to consolidate its control over the country. In areas it controls, the MPLA rules
with dictatorial power; however, a guerrilla war is being waged by Dr. Jonas Savimbi’s
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). Since the early 1980s,
UNITA has greatly expanded its size, capabilities, and scope of operations. Despite a series
of government and Cuban military offensives over the years, the insurgents control most
of Cuando Cubango and Moxico provinces and have been able to prevent recpening of the
Benguela Railroad, and now operate routinely as far north as Uige and Lunda Norte. During
the 1987 dry season offensive, govermnqnt.fm;ces.at_tacked UNITA-controlled territory with

renewed determination but were routed dé&zisi\félyﬁ' The likelihood of similar government
offensives creates a dilemma for UNITA — whether to oppose directly such drives into its
territory or withdraw and revert to purely guerrilla tactics.

=5 UNITA is by far the largest and best organized opposition movement, and receives
the core of its support from Angola’s largest tribe, the 3 million Ovimbundu. The movement
has 64,000 men under arms, of which about 21,000 are semiconventional troops and about
43,000 operate as guerrillas in small-unit formations. Past external support received through
Zaire was all but eliminated following the late 1978 rapprochement between the MPLA
government and Mobutu. It has increased again in recent years but probably consists
primarily of a Zairian safehaven for UNITA troops and a transshipment point for supplies.
UNITA also receives vital assistance from South Africa including tailored ground and
air support, arms and equipment, logistic and medical support, intelligence, training, and
liaison. UNITA also receives some support from Western and pro-Western countries which
is funneled through Zaire and South African-controlled Namibia. Most of UNITA’s arms,
however, are believed to come from captured stocks. The movement’s military successes
and its conciliatory policies are enabling it to move beyond both its redoubt in the sparsely
populated southeast and the Ovimbundu central highlands to areas with other ethnic bases.
UNITA hopes to force the MPLA to share power by driving Cuba to withdraw its troops
from Angola.

== Two other insurgent groups were formerly active in the Bakongo-populated north-
west, but they have been reduced in recent years to minor security problems. One, the Front
for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda (FLEC), formerly fought for the secession of
that oil-rich exclave, but chronic le‘gde’rship"f__dié‘ixi,iiags have rendered it impotent. There are
indications the MPLA is seeking to négotiate"dfi ‘énd to hostilities with at least one FLEC
faction. FLEC may be able to call on 200-300 guerrillas, but their activities are sporadic and
uncoordinated. The other Bakongo insurgent group, the National Front for the Liberation
of Angola (FNLA), had been a major contender for power during the colonial period but by
independence it had been defeated by the Cuban-backed MPLA. Its absentee leader, Holden
Roberto, was ousted in 1980; by 1984 it had lost nearly all its ability to oppose the regime,
and since then much of its leadership has been coopted by the MPLA. Zaire no longer
backs either group. Latent animosity toward the MPLA among former FLEC and FNLA
supporters is very likely the explanation for UNITA’s ability to expand into both these
groups' base areas. .

d. External Threat )
«®r The MPLA views South Africa as the major threat to Angolan sovereignty and
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sees the UNITA insurgency largely as an' gxtension of the South African threat. Pretoria
-has a history of intervention in Angola.’ In/August 1975, a few hundred South African
troops first entered Angola, securing the Cunene River Dam and Power Station {a former
joint Portuguese-South African project) located several miles inside the country. Later,
an expeditionary force of some 2,000 South African troops fought successfully against the
MPLA in central Angola in support of UNITA and the FLNA. These troops were pulled
back to within 50 km of the southern border with Namibia in January 1976, but at the
same time South African reinforcements were sent to this area. South African forces near
the border reached 10,000-15,000 troops, including up to 5,000 on the Angolan side. The
last of those South African soldiers withdrew from southern Angola, including the dam
and power station, at the end of March 1976. South Africa now maintains about 10,000
troops in the northern area of Namibia as a counter to guerrilla activity from across the
border. In May 1978, South African forces first struck three South-West Africa People’s
Organization (SWAPO) camps in Angolan territory. Since then, South Africa has routinely
made air and artillery strikes, reconnaissance flights, and limited ground attacks against
SWAPO base areas and support facilities as well as six subsequent major cross-border raids.
Following the last of these raids — Operation Askari, which concluded in January 1984
— the South Africans occupied a wedge of Angolan territory along the Namibian border,
withdrawing only in April 1985. Pretoria’s counterguerrilla strategy encompasses much of
southern Angola, and at times it is difficult to determine whether its cross-border operations
are against SWAPO or in support of UNITA. In 1979 South Africa for the first time struck
what were apparently purely Angolan targets although such targets are generally avoided.
South Africa in 1986 and 1987 conducted airstrikes against Angolan units engaged in a
major offensive against UNITA. _ ’:":\_.*_ _ %

R YRR

=3 Neighboring Zaire for many years wag.thd;chief backer of the MPLA’s oldest rival —
the FNLA — and a supporter of UNITA and FLEC as well. Despite this, a reconciliation
agreement normalizing relations between Angola and Zaire was concluded in February 1976.
The agreement was designed to allay each state’s fear of destabilization efforts by the other
and to promote the reopening of the strategic Benguela Railroad, which provided Angola
large amounts of foreign exchange. The line, which is even more vital to both Zaire and
Zambia, traverses Angola, which also is in position to control the mouth of the Zaire River,
Zaire's outlet to the sea. The agreement with Kinshasa proved ineffective, however, and
several thousand ex-Katangan Gendarmes opposed to Zairian President Mobutu invaded
Zaire in March 1977. The invasion was sponsored by Angola and probably supported by
Cuba and the Soviet Union; some 2,000 of the Katangans and followers secured & measure
of control over the western portion of Zaire’s vital Shaba Province until Mobutu, with
Morocco’s assistance, was able to regain control of the area. A May 1978 invasion, also
backed by Angola and Cuba, further antagonized Zaire. Since a second rapprochement with
Kinshasa was effected in July 1978, some of the ex-Katangans (who now call themselves the
National Front for the Liberation of the Congo — FLNC) have been dispersed away from
the Zaire border while others from time to time have again assisted — or even joined —
the FAPLA, Also as part. of the rapprochement, Kinshasa placed effective restrictions on
FNLA, UNITA, and FLEC. As a result, Zaire ceased to pose an immediate threat to Angola.
In the intervening 9 years, however, the FLNC has become demoralized and disorganized,
while UNITA has acquired renewed Zairian support. Hence, Zaire once again looms as
a potential threat to the MPLA but Luanda in turn makes veiled threats to unleash the
FLNC. However, Angola’s military potential is now much greater than that of Zaire because
of Soviet weaponry received, the presance_oi{?(‘}npagi, troops, and expansion of the Angoclan
Armed Forces (FAPLA). Another neigh'bdxﬁ:f%iiﬁﬁé‘,- backed UNITA during the civil war.

i
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Lusaka now maintains good relations with the RPA, but may continue low-level contacts
with UNITA.

e. Communist Influence

45> Since the MPLA owes its original takeover and continued existence to Soviet and
Cuban support, it is heavily influenced by those countries. The late President Neto himself
joined the youth wing of the Portuguese Communist Party when he was a student in Lisbon
and several years later joined the MPLA, which had been formed in 1956 by Angolan
nationalists and members of the Angolan Communist Party. During the 1960s and 1970s, the
MPLA followed the Moscow party line more closely than did any other African liberation
movement. In October 1976, Angola signed both a friendship treaty, including a military
agreement, and a separate party-to-party agréement with the Soviet Union. The treaty, even
stronger than the 1974 USSR—Somalié"t;ieapy;';f;gt@_’-p}ie MPLA on record as rejecting African
socialism in favor of the scientific socialignt”6f Marx and Lenin. Angola aiso has signed
friendship agreements with Cuba, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the GDR, Hungary, North
Korea, Romania, and possibly Poland. Angola strongly supports the Soviet Bloc and Cuba
in international forums, and in 1980 was one of three Sub-Saharan states to vote against
a UN condemnation of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. At the December 1977 party
congress, the MPLA was transformed into the MPLA-Labor Party, officially described as a
“vanguard working class party pursuing Marxist-Leninist ideology.” The first task given to
the party’s central committee was directing an immediate purge of ideological dissidents.
Nevertheless, the exact nature of Angolan Marxism is unclear; moreover, the cleavages
pointed out in paragraph lLb. contribute to some diversity among Angolan leaders on
this issue. The Angolan Armed Forces are particularly susceptible to Communist influence
because of the forces’ poor capabilities on their own and the fact that most equipment in the
inventory is of Soviet Bloc origin. Top leadership in the Armed Forces is disproportionately
non-black (although the number of non-blacks is small) and therefore especially dependent
on foreign backing to stay in power. Enlisted personnel, who are generally black, resent as
excessive the influence of white foreign Communist military advisers, who are seen partly
as guarantors of white and mulatto dominance in Angola. '

f. Economic Factors

<& Angola’s agriculturally based economy is augmented by extraction (chiefly oil and
diamonds) and light industry. Angola imports at least 50 percent of its food needs. Other
leading imports are machinery, electrical equipment, iron, steel, metals, and vehicles. Major
exports are oil, diamonds, and coffee. M‘ajo';;,tf;a_dié{‘g partners are Cuba, the USSR, Portugal,
and the US. The 1986 estimate for GNP was $3,0/billion — $390 per capita. Angola’s real
gross domestic product (GDP) has probably declined every year since 1978, and there is
1o indication that trend will be reversed in the near future. 0Oil production continued to
climb in 1986-87, and oil prices have stabilized. However, Angola still needs to meet debt
arrears from last vear when oil prices plunged. The inflation rate in Angola is estimated at
95 percent per year. Foreign debt at the beginning of 1986 was $3.9 billion, requiring 16.4

percent of export earnings for repayment.

5% Angola does not have the capability to produce military materiel except possibly
the most basic quartermaster items. Since 1975, the USSR has been the major supplier of
military equipment. The USSR has delivered fighter and transport aircraft, helicopters,
landing ships, patrol craft, tanks, APCs, ADA, a wide variety of SAMs, ammunition, and
support equipment valued at over $6.4 billion. Romania has supplied trainer aircraft and
helicopters, while East Germany has sent thousands of trucks. Deliveries of military
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equipment from Free World countries have been less than 3 percent, by dollar value, of
those from Communist states,

g. Military and Political Alignment

%% The RPA’s dependence on Moscow and Havana (particularly on the 46,000 Cuban
military personnel and 6,000 Cuban civilians) and its current relations with neighboring
states are an outgrowth of the MPLA’s turbulent recent past. In January 1975, Portugal
brought all three major Angolan nationalist factions (MPLA, UNITA, and FNLA) together
in a transitional government under the terms of the Alvor Agreement, which established
11 November 1975 as the date of Angolan independence. Before Independence Day, scattered
fighting broke out among the nationalist factions, and in March 1975 the Soviet Union
and Cuba began their buildup of military aid for the MPLA, This buildup showed an
unprecedented willingness on the part of the Soviets to support militarily a government
takeover by a Marxist faction in Africa. Cuban advisers began to arrive in large numbers
in September, the MPLA became more aggressive, and fighting escalated in the following
months, technically becoming a civil war at independence. Thousands of Cuban troops
were injected into the fighting for the MPLA, while smaller numbers of South African and
Zairian troops supported the other two factions. The FNLA and UNITA, already in an
alliance of convenience, formed a rival government to the Luanda-based RPA. International
pressure and the weight of Soviet and Cuban assistance forced a South African pullback
and the eventual collapse of the regular Flﬂ}‘A_m‘!d UNITA forces. By the end of February
1976, the civil war was over, with UNITA,. FNLA, and FLEC waging guerrilla warfare
in the southeast, northwest, and Cabinda, respectively. Based on scanty evidence, it is
estimated that Cuba has suffered 10,000 casualties, including perhaps 2,000 dead, since
entering Angola. Several thousand others have died as a result of accidents or disease.

=6 During the civil war, the following additional states sent at least token military
contingents to the aid of the MPLA: Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Algeria, Mozambigue, Congo,
and Somalia. The MPLA also received strong political support from Nigeria, Ghana, and
Uganda. Although the Organization of African Unity deadlocked in 1976 on recognition of
the RPA, all member states now recognize it as the legitimate government of Angola.

“t8¥ As one of the Frontline States, Angola supported liberation movements aimed at
white-ruled Rhodesia and provided training camps for the Zimbabwe African People’s Union
(ZAPU), which lost the struggle for control of Zimbabwe to a rival. Angola supports even
more vigorously SWAPO, which has both training and staging bases in Angola and seeks to
take control of Namibia from the white-dominated government there. Nevertheless, Angola
also backs a UN-supervised solution for the Namibia problem. Angola also supports the
African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa, a liberation group opposed to white rule
there, and the anti-Mobutu FLNC, both of which also have training bases in Angola.

(U) Angola is a member of the UN, the OAU, the Nonaligned Movement, the South-
ern African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC), and other international
organizations, :

h. (U) Key US Officials s e

None. The US has not recoglnized';‘hr_é RPA

‘.
i
2. MILITARY, GENERAL
a. 8= Key Military Officials

Armed Forces: Commander in Chief, MPLA, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos



Minister of Defense, Col-Gen Pedro Maria Tonha (“Pedale”)

Vice Minister of Defense and Chief of General Staff, Lt Gen Antonio dos Santos Franca
(‘N’dglu“) .

Vice Minister of Defense and Political Commissar of the Armed Forces: Lt Gen Francisco
Magalhaes Paiva (“Nvunda”) '

Vice Minister of Defense and Deputy Chief of Staff: Maj Gen Roberto Leal (“Monteiro”)
Chief of Intelligence Directorate: Majjl\ﬁaﬁo‘;}.ﬂggﬁo Cirilo de Sa (*Ita”)
Army: Commander, probably same as Arme-d F(;réés Chief of General Staff
Navy: Commander, Maj Gen Antonio Jose de Carvalho (“Toka”)
Air Force and Air Defense: Commander, Lt Col Alberto Carreia (“Neto”)
Militia: Commander, Lt Col Paiva Domingos da Silva ('Mussuca*)
b. Position of the Armed Forces _

The Armed Forces of the RPA are called the Popular Armed Forces for the Liberation
of Angola (FAPLA). Both headquarters and general staff are in Luanda, where they are
strongly advised by Cuban and Soviet military personnel. Military personne! often fill
important civilian positions such as government minister, provincial governor, party official,
diplomatic negotiator, and adviser to the President. Elections at the December 1985 Second
Party Congress resulted in a military-dominated politburo. The FAPLA consists of an army
large by African standards, smaller naval and air forces, and a militia force. The military
was once generally respected by the populace in areas that were traditionally pro-MPLA, but
that attitude seems to have declined in inverse proportion to UNITA successes. Elgewhere it
is tolerated by the civilian populace. Military service is unpopular and avoided. Many of the
Army's troops are very young, poorly trained and disciplined, and uneducated. Reports of
dissension over racial issues and of poor relations with Cubans are common. The country’s
poor economic situation has resulted in severe shortages of food and other supplies in at
least some areas, with attendant morale and, discipline problems in the FAPLA.

«ey=Although overall command relationghips..are not well known, the constitution
published in early 1978 states that the Presidentiof the MPLA-Labor Party (rather than
the President of the RPA, although both positions currently are held by the same man) is
the commander in chief of the FAPLA. He exercises control through the Minister of Defense
and military region commanders. Informal avenues of influence (tribal, regional, linguistic,
generational, ideological, educational, and others) exist outside the formal structure and
are very important. Control of Cuban troops in Angola is probably exercised outside the
Angolan military structure with possible nominal subordination. There is also a Soviet-led
combined command of Angolans, Cubans, Soviets, and possibly East Germans.

c. Military Trends and Capabilities

={@¥=\t independence on 11 November 1975, the FAPLA was essentially a guerrilla force
fighting a conventional-style war. Since then, there has been an extensive training program
designed to turn the FAPLA into a modern conventional armed force, although ironically it
now finds itself waging a counterinsurgency effort. Apparently progress has been slow in the
conventional training area, since most sophisticated equipment 18 still manned by Cubans.
Some specialized units have been created, but acquisition of a significant counterinsurgency
capability is a more distant prospect. FAPLA has increased its force structure appreciably
in recent years, much of the increase apparently accomplished by converting militia troops




into regulars — a practice also evident in the Soviet-advised Ethiopian Army. Since 1983
there has been an upsurge in Soviet equipment deliveries, particularly in the air and air
defense areas. This is apparently part of a strategy to make greater use of airpower to
discourage South African intervention and to improve reconnaissance, mobility, and tactical
air support to carry the war to UNITA-controlled regions in the south and east.

£ The 1987 FAPLA offensive against UNITA showed continued heavy dependence on
Cubans and Soviets in order to accomplish an unprecedented logistic buildup prior to the
commencement of operations in Moxico and Cuando Cubango Provinces. This involvement
will continue and may increase in the future. In accordance with the 1976 friendship treaty
with the Soviet Union, advanced equipment will continue to be delivered to Angola. Angola
originally claimed that Cuban forces were in the country to defend against South Africa
and that these forces would begin to leave if South African raids ceased. In fact, however,
Cuban forces are also necessary to prop up the MPLA regime and to assist in combating
insurgencies; it is likely, therefore, that Cuba will continue to station large numbers of
troops in Angola for the foreseeable future, even if independence comes peacefully to
Namibia and South African raids cease. Angola’s more recent statements acknowledge this,
insisting that Cuban troops will not-withdraw until South African-backed destabilization
efforts cease; since Angola attributes all UNITA:success to South African support, Angola
has a convenient justification for retaining Cuban troops indefinitely. Were Angola’s Soviet
Bloc and Cuban patrons to leave, the FAPLA’s limited capabilities, dissension among its
personnel, and the Government’s narrow regional and ideological bases of support probably
would cause the FAPLA to quickly (i.e., within a year) lose control of all but a few areas.

€= The missions of the Armed Forces are inferred to be keeping the MPLA regime
in power, defending the national territory, and combating the internal threat posed by
insurgent groups. - :

d. <S5#NFr Military Budget: $587 mili_ién for fiscal year ending 31 December 1983 (25
percent of central government budget), the last year for which information is available.
No service allocation is available.

e. (U) Population :
7,950,000 estimated as of July 1987 (includes Cabinda)
Males (ages 15-49): 1,933,000; physically'ﬁt, 972,000
Ethnic divisions: Africans — 94 percent; Eurcpeans — 5 percent; mestizos — 1 percent
Literacy: 20 percent ;

3. MILITARY AND PARAMILITARY FORCES
a. Army B e

(1) Mission . L

(U) To maintain the regime securely in power, defend the national territory, and combat
insurgency.

(2) Capabilities

43 Even without the assistance of Cuban forces currently in-country, the Army would be
capable of blunting an attack launched by any of Angola’s neighbors except South Africa.
However, it could not maintain the integrity of the country’s borders and could not prevent
infiltration. Counterinsurgency capabilities would be poor; the Army would have little
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offensive capability despite its impreési\'{é 'ligﬁ;ﬁfgéaﬁipment. Moreover, disunity in the Army
probably would sap even these capabilities fapidly. .

=¢@=\/ith the help of Cuban forces now in Angola, the picture changes considerably. In
this-case, the combined forces could repel an attack from any of Angola’s black neighbors
and blunt an attack from South African forces in Namibia. These forces still would
not be capable of preventing infiltration or eliminating insurgency. The Cuban-backed
FAPLA forces would be capable of limited offensive operations (i.e., shallow penetrations)
against the poorly defended frontiers of Zaire or Zambia. But they would be incapable of
successful offensive operations against South African forces in Namibia. Army capabilities
are expected to continue to improve gradually as a result of the extensive training program
underway since independence and the growing combat experience of officers and NCOs.

(3) Personnel Strength

== An estimated 70,000 indigenous regular Army troops. In addition, there are about
46,000 Cuban military personnel in Angola, of whom about 21,000-25,000 may be ground
force personnel organized into brigade-type units performing garrison duty, thereby freeing
FAPLA for counterinsurgency operations. (The remainder of the Cubans are advisers and
air defense personnel.) There are also estimated to be several thousand former Katangan
Gendarmes (who now call themselves National Front for the Liberation of the Congo —
FLNC) exiled from Zaire, many of whom are aiding the Angolan regime against UNITA.
An estimated 3,500 SWAPO personnel also assist the FAPLA in operations against UNITA.

(4) Organization and Deployment -

(:;) General . o ‘ .,11, :
¥

(ER%Pr The Army is under the direct centralizéd command of the FAPLA General Staff
in Luanda. There are 10 military regions (MRs) for the command and control of Army
units. These are based upon the same MRs established by the MPLA during its years of
insurgency against Portugal, although the boundaries seem to have changed somewhat from
time to time and some have been split into two. When the civil war was in progress, the
Army was organized into fronts rather than MRs, as some of the latter were wholly or
partially occupied by the enemy. The first MR, in northwestern Angola, is headquartered
in Uige; the second, in Cabinda; the third, in eastern Angola, is headquartered in Luena;
the fourth {central Angola), in Huambo; and the fifth (southwestern Angola), in Lubango.
MR 6 (southeastern Angola) is headquartered in Menongue, MR 7 {the central coast) in
Benguela, MR 8 HQ in Luanda, MR 9 in Malange, and MR 10 (the northeast) in Saurimo.

=63 These regional control elements are thought to be the equivalent of divigion
headquarters, but they are static command centers probably responsible for the day-to-day
support of units within each region, not field-deployable headquarters. Regional military
councils, of which the military region commanders are members, have been established
in the six regions most affected by the UNITA insurgency. These councils are designed
to address political and economic problems as well as security issues and to mobilize
all resources — not just military ones — in meeting security threats. The councils are
subordinate to the President and the Armed Forces commander but are not believed to have
operational authority over military region commanders.

(b) Ground Combat Units

il The largest organizationhl cbmﬁfi;tf‘fjuilit;ia the brigade. The brigade is also the
principal maneuver element in the Army,” while tactical engagements usually occur at
battalion or lower level. There are about 80 infantry brigades and a tank brigade. A few
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of the infantry brigades may be speclahzé&,uaﬁaa air assault, but virtually all-function
as light infantry. Progress has apparently been made in recent years in mechanizing some
infantry brigades. Infantry brigades vary in size, but most contain 3.5 infantry battalions

of about 400 men each. These brigades are often supported by artillery and less frequently

by armored units. Artillery battalions or batteries attached to infantry brigades probably
contain a wide variety of weapons ranging from 122-mm howitzers to mortars. The chief
tactical armored unit is the tank company with a TOE of 10 tanks. Tenuous evidence
indicates an infantry brigade may have an authorized strength of about 1,700, but actual
strength may average only 700 men. The organization of support units is unknown. Air
defense units are part of the Air Force.

(c) Army Aviation Units

“@)=None. All aircraft are operated by the Air Force, including light spotter aircraft and

helicopters.
(d) Deployment

S5 All Army units except an apparent battalion stationed in Sao Tome are deployed
in Angola, including the Cabinda exclave. Main concentrations are in the Luanda ares, in
Cabinda, in the central highlands, and in the east and the southeast where most operations
against UNITA are conducted. At any one time, perhaps as many as 800 Cubans from Angola
may be in neighboring Congo, either in transit to or from Angola, for rest and relaxation
in Congo, or deployed in Congo while assisting in maintaining security in Cabinda. These
personnel are included in the 46,000 or more. Cuban military personnel believed to be in
Angola; however, they are not counted as asgisting the Congolese Armed Forces. Moreover,
the Cubans in Angola serve as a pool from’ iﬁh’jé}ﬁbopa-can be drawn for the Mozambican

conflict, if necessary; or for service elsewhere in Africa.
(5) Weapons and Equipment

€SNI The Army is well equipped by African standards. There is a conglomeration
of light weapons and equipment — some inherited from the Portuguese, some acquired

during the years of insurgency, but most of it more recently obtained from the USSR and .

Eastern Europe. Heavy infantry weapons are in abundant supply and include 12.7-mm heavy
machineguns, 60-mm and 82-mm mortars, and 82-mm and 107-mm recoilless rifles, Over
the past few years the USSR has delivered an impressive list of armor, artillery, and air
defense artillery. The following is a consolidated listing of major items of combat equipment

delivered by foreign suppliers:
Country of Total
Origin Inventory

Mortars: 120-mm heavy UR ' 40
82-mm UR 500
81-mm ' NI 50
60-mm S NI 100
Rkt Lchrs (RL)  122-mm RL, BM-21 UR 90
and Rel Rifles  240-mm RL, BM-24 - , UR 40
(RCLR): 40-mm AT RL, RPG-7 " -~ UR 575
40-mm AT RL, RPG-2" ¢ 1" UR 1,000




Country of Total

Origin Inventory

107-mm RCLR, B-11 UR 60

82-mm RCLR, B-10 UR 700

Artillery: 122-mm gun and/or how UR 200
162-mm howitzer UR 40

.130-mm fid gun, M-46 ' UR 70

100-mm fid gun, M-1965 UR, CU 50

85-mm gun " UR 40

76-mm gun, ZIS-3, M-1942 UR 270

Armor: Tank, mdm, T-62 ' UR 20
Tank, mdm, T-54/55, : UR, PL, CU 460

Tank, mdm, T-34, 85-mm UR, YO, CU 100 |

Tank, 1t amph, PT-76 UR 30

APC, BTR-60P UR 100

APC, BTR-40, -50, -162 UR, CU 100

IFV, amph, BMP UR 56

ARC, BRDM-2 UR 75

ARC, UJI UR 210

Air Defense: 57-mm, 85-mm, 100-mm UR 12
57-mm ADA, S-60- . . UR 80

37.mm ADA, M1939 . . .. UR 190

93-mm ADA, ZSU-23-4 - * .o UR 68

23-mm ADA, ZU-232 * = UR 200

14.5-mm, ZPU-l, -2, -4 UR 180

SAM, SA-7/GRAIL UR 100

SAM, SA-2/GUIDELINE UR 42

SAM, SA-3/GOA UR 51

SAM, SA-8/GAINFUL UR 20

SAM, SA-8/GECKO UR 16

SAM, SA-9/GASKIN UR 52

SAM, SA-13/GOPHER UR 40

(6) Logistics

<= The Soviet- and Cuban-advised reorganization of the Army’s logistic system that
began after the Portuguese departure in 1975 and the accompanying infusion of large
amounts of military material resulted in significantly enhanced support capabilities. The
logistic system functions fairly effectively; however, it is dependent upon foreign sources
for virtually all military supplies and relies heavily on Cuban military personnel for its
operation. Logistic facilities and equipment themselves are adequate to support current
levels of military operations. A wide and effective variety of support equipment, transport
vehicles, and communications gear has been provided to Angola by the Soviet Union and
its allies, particularly East Germany. Although loss of equipment during South African
incursions and in operations against UNITA has been substantial, available stock remains

adequate and replacement of materiel continues at a steady rate.

¢ Centralized control of supply 'and'flogi‘gt;i’c functions has resulted in relatively efficient
resource allocation. Most units in rear areas are adequately supplied; breakdowns in the

distribution cycle occur primarily in areas where adverse security conditions prevail and
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