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History Professor at the Kaij nal University
of the South

F. Allen Harris, Political Otficer, Sperican
Eibiacgy, Buecos Aires
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tnti-Subversive Czrpaign in Zahia Bl vca

Mr. Schillizzi called at the Smbassy to C%xplﬂin thet since
his relezse in Dacewber frow 17 months of PEN detention he
was urable to obtain employwent as a teacher in Argentina,
Mr. Schillizzi said that although he had bean released fiom
PEN without any conditions as he was consideved to be "re-
cuperable," he was effectively blackballed f:roum exercising
his profession after 22 years of teaching. U2 noied that
wany PEN cetainces were under orders of "prescindibilidad”
(proscription) which legally prevented them from Lolding sny
state employuwent for five years. He emphasized that such an
oréder had not been issued against him, but he was still barred
from public empioyment de facto.

In response to questions regardirg the governmznt's enti-
subversive cenparign in Bahia Blanca, Schillizzi presented
the following information:

Bahia Blancz is sociclegically an Uﬂ“Sdcl city in Argentina,
It has 2 mzior concentration of both Army and MNzval units.
Both the Fifth ~Arrmy Corps Heacdouarters and cne of the Navy's
mzjor bezses are leocated :hzre. The town i:self is not
industrialized, but is a service, sales and shipping center
for the rich surrounding farw area. Althouzh the town has
ETOWT suastantz»ily cver the yeears with iﬁm“faLlOﬁ from

the Province of Beencs Aires end La Pempa (tne latter a
depressed economic region), it is well integrated socizlly.
Unlike other meajor urban cenrers in Argentina it doess not

have & large cless of indvstrial factory workers. The average
person in Eahia Blance is middle class, conservative and
bourgesis. There has iwver besen a strong leftist influence
among the population in Banhia Blanca. The town has mazintained
more conservative and Lraditional political outrlooks.
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The University of the South was frunded In the 1950's by
Feron, but actually come into being under the Aranmburu
administration. The leadership of the University del Sur
at the time of th revolution was leftist znd rone indi-
viduals may have been syampathetic to the MMontonovos,
However, the faculty was for the wmost part non-ifarxist,
composed of persons whose politics could best be described
as either liberal reformists or "iluminsdos' (Christian
Demacarats).

Despite the fact that the repression in Bazhia Blenca was
tough, it has not involved large nunbers of prople., "It is
said" that approxicately a hundred persons have "dicappeared”
and about 3,000 persons were picked up and nuesiiconed and
then released., Anti-subversive activities in Bshia Blanca
had a bizarre image e&s the Navy operatives wore hoods during
their raids and the local paper, LA NUEVA FROVINCIA, stromgly
and openly supported the operaticns,

Among the faculty members of the University of the South, 17
or 18 professors were arrested and placed under the PEN;
none disappeared. Forty seven professors fled Argentina

to avoid arrest. O the PEN prisorners only four or five
have been released; two are in jeil in Rahia Blenca &nd

the others are held in La Plata Fernitentiary.

Public reaction to an early raid in La Plata may have affected
the operational character of the anti-subversive effoert there.
During & military raid.to arrest the son of a2 well kpown

Bahia Blanca family, his elderly parents wére beatsn and
everything of value looted from tis czrentg' residence.

This led to an enormous ewpression of outreage zvong the
conservative citizenry of the town, which in turn led to

tight controls being placed over both Army and Xavy coperations
conducted in the city.

At the present time the situation in Bahiz BRlarzz
be described as "very controlled.” The present tifth Corps
Commuander Vagquero is regarded zs a moderate ({mlzndo").
Police Commissioner Aleis is the hardliner toczv in Bahia
Blanca. He is reportedly an in-law of Suarez .J:zcn and is
thought to be the person primarily cesponsible for the
anti-subversive activities conducted in the cizw.

EMBASSY COMMENT: The Embassy had earlier recsivzd very little
information regarding the anti-subversive progrer in Bzhia
Blanca. On August 3, 1978 29 residents of Bz*iz Blenca
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CONTPEDENTIRE ’ 3

placed a paid advertisement in LA PRENSA announcing a mass
for the reappearance of their disappeared children. The
information in this report is corroborated by a report from
andther Embassy contact who was a student in Bahia Blanca
in 1976. END COMMENT.
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