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This IR swmarizes the views of key

and potential situations for nnti ~-goverment LeTtist insurgency in Santa Cruz. This
information is of special interest, because Santa Cruz regionalism has prompted
frequent coup attempts in the past, and because such anti-BANZER ELEMENTS as CARLO3Z
VALVERDE B. have usad Sante Cruz a5 an operational base. BOLIVIA hag enjoyed a year
of unparallelled stability, with dissent virtually non-existent in the Armed Force
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and with subversive activity being held to a minimum.
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ently promoted B/General ARNALIO SAUCEDO, an® the Cormander of
“Manchego” Regiment. Lt Colonel MARISCAL. During 9 February,
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1. (U) buring Monday, February 9 and Tuesday, February lOisited the &th Div,
in Santa Cruz { Coords:17495-{3104 ), at the invitation of the new commander, rec. |BN310
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such local Santa Cruz activity as posing a serious threat to President Banzer's

government; however, they felt that the £th Division needed to control such activi-
ties closely.

3. €) During the afternoon tour of 8th Division facilities, and later on during an
informal evening discussion, sources cited a series of events in the Santa Cruz area s
which suggest links with subversive elements outside BOLIVIA. )3}
a. Distribution of an illustrated leeflet, of which source showed-capx, _________ Sl
published by the "VANGUARDIA ANTI-IMPERIALISTA DEL ORIENTE", attacking Banzer's
"dictatorship” and showing photographs of ALLIDES and FELIX SANDOVAL MORON, two
brothers who were "martyrs” of the Banzer government. COMMENT: The Sandoval family
was famed during the TURRES ern as a ruthless group of local "warlords’ in the Santa
Cruz area. With Banzer's advent to power in 1971, they slipped out of BOLIVIA and
established thelr new base in S2lta, in Worthern ARGENTINA.
b. The increasing appearance on walls in Santa Cruz of such slogans hostile to Ban-
zer as "'Benzer=Nepotism”, or "Banzer = hambre." This, as well as inflamatory antiw
govermment leaflets, have been published, according to sourcesi™IR (Movimiento Iz-
quierdista Revolucionario) elements now operating out of Buenos Aires. The MIR,
|
!

according to sources, is increasingly receiving support from the Argentine ERP
(Fjercito Revolucicnario del Pueblo), and may use this support to stimulate anti-
Ranzer activities in BCLIVIA,
¢. The publication in the Santa Cruz ares of 5 Toftist interpretation of current
eveats in Latin America, entitled "Situacion de Jos Movimlentos en America Latina",
which were reportedly provided to oures by a priest. The document states among,
other things that TORARES failed because he did not hand over complete power to the
People's Assembly,
¢. The suspiclous movements between Santa Cruz and ARGENTINA of a Bolivian Leftist
named ARAUS, who reportedly has brought dissident elements into the Santa Cruz area
tc provoke trouble.
¢. Lvidence that UCAPC (Union de Cempesinos Pobres) elements, although currently
quiet, are prepariag for futurz activity. From a source within UCAPO, th Division
elements reportedly obtained recently a list of 20 1local members, which he forward-
24 to La Paz.
f. Suspiclous activities in early January 1074 in the GRETER (Coords: fO30W-16105 )
arca of 1 (fourteen) armed clements. As a resiult, the Bolivian Air Force provided
a helicopter so that 12th Infantry "Manchege’ Regiment commander Lt Jolonel MARTSCAL |
together with several men, cou'’ rcke a roconnalssance of the area The & January
reconnaimence, which included ground landings and dicussions with local campesines,
1id not yleld any positive information. Howaver, the campesings agraed to furnish
informatlon in the Tubure in the event of eny susplecicns activities., COMENT: Sourced
indicated thrt they b~licved that in this particular case the “armeé men’ were 570b-
ably hunters, trac¥ing dswn animels for their skins . However, both officers ngread
that the area would serve ac an exeellent zone for guerilla operations).
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. {71) Source alsvtxpressecTiFir coneora 1egarding continued drug activity in

Santz Cruz, and nsked ifcould make avail-Llc m’f films Tor local showdag—hieh (b)(3):10

would 11lustrats hnir dengaroas ~n, fera of drug is.
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theme with the Wrbassy DEA represcni~ii+y. .

R¥ COMMENTS. Bolivia has its own MIR, patterned after that in Chile,
Aand consisting of about 40 members. Althougn not certain, it appesrs
that the above-mentioned propagsnds was put ou® by the locsl Bolivian
MIR, based upcn international contacts.

Sh¥ hzc no cpecific traces on ARAUS; s certsin Luis ARAOZ T. was 2
recipient of Chicom propaganda in the early 1970's, and there sre
records for seversl other ARAOZ and s few ARAUS: however, the lstter
seemed to e left wing members of the MR
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