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TO THE DIRECTION TAKEN BY PRESIDENT VIDELA AND ARMY

COMMANDER VIOLA. -
4. =t€> MENENDEZ LETTER PUBLISHED: THE PRESS HAS
PUBLISHED A LETTER WRITTEN BY RETIRED GENERAL LUCIANO=:
BENJAMIN MENENDEZ WHO IS NOW SERVING-A 90-DAY SENTENCE:*
FOR HIS FAILED-COUP~ATTEMPT IN SEPTEMBER. THE LETTER™
WAS ADDRESSED-BY-MENENDEZ-TO- HIS MILITARY COLLEAGUESs
TO EXPLAIN HIS-MOTIVES~-AND-CBJIECTIVES: IN SEEKINGET(E= -
OVERTHROW THE VIDELA REGIMEZ

L MENENDEZ REPEATS: HIS NOW FAMILIAR CHARGES THAT THE"
VIDELA GOVERNMENT M- BUCKEED T¢ FOREIGN PRESSURES QN
HUMAN RIGHTS. CIAMRCH.TIMERMAN: AND: CAMPORA) AND«INs-THER: -
BEAGLE CHANNERCDISPUTE:WETH CHILE.. IN ADDITION,-HE: SAYSE::
THAT INSTEAD-OF BRINGING-A- NEW DAQM‘?OR‘ ARGENTINA® THES: -
GOVERNMENT IS PREPARING.TO- HAND: OVER- THE COUNTRYXTOW -
YTHE PARTY OF FRIENDS." THE SAME LEADERS THAT HE-ALLEGES::
HAVE CAUSED ALL THE PROBLEMS IN THE PASTL.

WE UNDERSTAND- FROM®*A~VARIETY OF-SOURCES THAT MENENDEZE::
SENTIMENTS ARE SHARED-BY MANY OFFICERS BELOW THE'RANKT™ -
OF GENERAL.. NEVERTHELESS, WHATEVER THEIR BELIEFS.--

THESE MEN WERE: NOT PREPARED TO BREAK RANKS AND FOLLOMW&~
HIM IN SEPTEMBER:AND~THEY ARE LESS DISPOSED TO DO 50-
NOW THAT HE IS RETIRED. HOWEVER, THE THEMES HE IS

PLAYING PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT BACKGROUND AS THE MILXTAR.Y.T-J-
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rwaQTINUES TO GRIND THROUGH ITS PROMOTION LISTS» MW
LOOKING ULTIMATELY TO THE KEY CHANGE -~ THE SUCCESSION:-
TO GENERAL VIOLA.

FOR HIS PART, VIOLA CONTINUES: TO VOICE PUBLIC CONwme
FIOENCE THAT THE:LINES HE AND VIDELA HAVE TRACED WIkL. -
BE FOLLOWED STEP BY STEP TOWARDS DEMOCRACY. AND-HER
AFFIRMED TO HIS FELLOW INTER-AMERICAN CINCS WHO. AREC
MEETING IN BOGOTA THIS WEEX THAT "THERE ARE NO PROBLERS:
IN THE ARGENTINE ARMED- FORCES". MEANWHILE, A SPOKESMANE~
FOR THE ARMY COMMANDER IN BUENOS AIRES S0UGHT 7O REFUTEE
MENENDEZ ALLEGATIONS.. INTERESTINGLY., A POIN?’I&F
DISPUTE WAS WHO. COMMANDED- — AND-8Y EXTENSIQ??:?%PO&:h?‘-i
SIBLE FOR —-- THE ANTI-SUBVERSIVE STRUGGLE. MENENDEZ s
IN AN EFFORT TO DIMINISH VIDELA AND VIOLA BEFORE THEL:..
CFFICER CORPS, 573723 THAT THE CAMPALIGN WAS CONDUCTEDB== .
BY THE “TROOP COMMANDERS” LIKE HIMSELF. VIOEA?S&?:V
SPOKESMAN QUICKLY REJOINED THAT THE CAMPAIGN-WAS:-
CRDERED FROM THE TOP -— THAY IS BY VIDELA AND- THENX
VIOLA.

FINALLY, WE NOTE-THAT. WHEN: INTERIOR MINISTER:T
HARGUINDEGUY WAS.  ASKED BY A REPORTER WHETHER MENENDEZ~
WAS BEHAVING SUBVERSIVELY, HE REPLIED- "NO....ARE YOU:.
COMPARING HIM WITH FIRMENICH (THE MONTONERD LEADER). .w.

I CANNOT ADMIT THAT AN ARGENTINE WOULD THINK THAT AN~

-BOHFIBENTHE—

Poed

ARGENTINE GENERAL IS SUBVERSIVE."
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[ 5. e THE POPE'S WORDS. ECHO}- THE POPE'S REMARKS.. B
ON THE DISAPPEARED AND THE DETAINED, AND HIS. CALL.
TO THE ARGENTINE CHURCH TO DEFEND HUMAN RIGHTS :
CONTINUED- TO ECHO-IN THE COUNTRY. HUMAN RIGHTS--
ACTIVISTS HAVE -PLAYED BACK THE POPE'S REMARKS. YOe
ENCOURAGE THE: GOVERNMENT AND THE CHURCH TO MOVE: IN=-
THE DIRECTION-THE POPE f%éDICATED- ON TH,E OTHER: HANDERs::
MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE ARGENTINE HIERARCH®.
HAVE SOUGHT TO--FUZZ UP THE PICTURE, WHILE. SOME.QR-- -
THEIR MORE-CONSERVATIVE ALLIES HAVE-BEGUN TO REFULE=:
THE POPEL
| INTERLOR MINISTER: HARGUINDEGUY TOLD. THE PRESSRS: -
THAT HE: COULD=NOT- COMMENT--ON¢ THE POPE'S REMARKSEe. ”
BECAUSE:HE DID-NOT KNOW. LF THE PRESS REPORTS: WEREMs:
AN ACCURATE. RENDITION-OF WHAT THE-POPE HAD- SAIDax ..
(HARGUINDEGUY > ALCORDING TO. O‘I‘fE REPORT» SALD=HESR
RAB ASKED THE CHURCH. TG “RATIFY OR-RECTIFY THE: .
QUOTE
REPORTS," A/RENARK THAT HAS NOW EMBARRASSED HIM ANDE:.
CAUSED HIS MINISTRY TO ISSUE A DENIAL). SINCE::
GENERAL. HARGUINDEGUY*S MINISTRY- 15 RESPONSIBLE-FORa.
TAKING THE ACTIONS THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED IF THE:
éOﬁ WERE 70O RESPOND-POSITIVELY TO THE POPE'S CALLawe~.
HIS TREATHENT OF-THE POPE'S WORDS- IS HARDLY ENCOUR™-
AGING.

L NEITHER ARE- REMARKS BY TWO ARGENTINE BISHOPS: o
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rwkHG HAVE RETURNED FROM ROME, THEY BOTH SOUGHT TO “7
MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF WHAT THE POPE HAD SAID ABOUT
HUMAN RIGHTS. "

: 1A

e FINALLY, THE RIGHTIST NEWSPAPER, %? NUEVA PROVINCIA,

HAS EXPRESSED ITS "PAINFUL AND DISAGREEABLE SURPRISE"
g AT THE POPE'S REMARKS WHICH IT SAID ARE "UNACCEPTABLE"™

~ AND ILL-FOUNDED. THE PARER, WHICH ALL BUT ACCUSED THE
POPE OF FALLING INTO A TRAP SET BY INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNISM, ALSO QUESTIONED WHETHER JOHN PAUL II NOW
CAN BE A MEDIATOR IN THE BEAGLE DISPUTE WITH CHILE.

IN SHORT, THE POPE'S WORDS HAVE NOT YET MOVED THE
CONSERVATIVES OF THIS COUNTRY. AND THOUGH, SOME SOURCES : i
EXPRESS A BELIEF THAT AN IMPORTANT STRUGGLE IS SHAPING
UP BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND THE GOVERNMENT, THUS FAR THE

- m sppicesmen . :

-~ MAJOR xxxmmnnggé FOR THE CHURCH HERE SEEM TO BE RALLYING
AROUND THE GOVERNMENT, TAKING REFUGE IN THE NATIONALISM
THAT MARKS THIS COUNTRY. EVEN THE ARREST OF CRU?C&-
BACKED DEMONSTRATORS PROTESTING BUENOS AIRES URBAN
RENEWAL PRACTICES, HAS PROBABLY NOT CAUSED ANY LASTING
DAMAGE IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE LOCAL CHURCH AND THE GOA.

Nevares

P THE BISHOP OF NEUQUEN, JAIME NEDINKEE, HAS BEEN ONE
EXé£PT20N TG THE HIERARCHY'S COOLNESS 71O HUMAﬁ‘RXGﬁTS
ISSUES. ONE HUMAN RIGHTS SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT

Nevares
¥ KEGANREE BRIEFED THE POPE ON KUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

IN ARGENTINA AND EFFECTIVELY RECRUITED HIM TO THE
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CAUSE. ONE REPORT ALSO SUGGESTS THAT THE GOA PROMISED™

THE VATICAN LAST MONTH TO TAKE STEPS TO CLARIFY THE.

SITUATION OF THE DISAPPEARED, TO DECLARE THERE ARE NO-
y 1IN ACKNOWLEDGED PRISONS AND TO TRY THOSE UNDER PEN. THE-
 POPE'S REMARKS IN ROME ARE TAKEN BY SOME AS. AN- INDICAm-

TION OF INPATIENCE WITH THE GOA'S FAILURE TO FOLLOWE
THROUGH .- B
6. =63 A NEW DENUNCIATION- OF THE GOA: WE HAVE NOWe
SEEN A COPY OF A LENGTHY DOCUMENT RELEASED BY THREE:-

CONFESSED MONTONERO WOMEN IN PARIS LAST MONTHw.. THE: -

WOMEN STATE THAT THEY WERE HELD FoAR?%Tnomus i
XXX AT THE NAVY MECHANIC'S SCHOOL IN BUENOS AIRESS.

WHICH WAS A MAJOR DETENTION AND INTERROGATION CENTER. THE® -

;gg§g§ %gA;HEIR RELEASE IN LATE 1978 AND EARLY 1979 THEY: |
BYK¥KXEKKX WERE MEMBERS OF A SPeéka.GROUP OF TRUS%{E§~' ’
RECRUITED TO WORK FOR THE NAVY IN GENERAL AND Tl
NAVY CHIEF ADMIRAL MASSERA IN PARTICULAR. THE REPORTS-

IS CHOCK FULL OF INFORMATION AND-ALLEGATIONS. MUCH--

OF WHAT THE WOMEN SAY WE HAVE HEARD BEFORE, BUTY IN--

FAR LESS DETAIL. THE REPORT'S NEW DEPARTURE IS ITS-

EXTENSIVE LISTING -- FREQUENTLY BY NAME AND RANK ==
ALLEGEDLY COMMAND-

OF THOSE WHO WERE/PART OF THE SCHOOL'S/CPERATIONAL:

AND INTERROGATION TEAMS. THE REPORT HAS CIRCULATED

WIDELY IN EUROPE AND BEEN PICKED UP BY PAPERS THERE =
BA-Y
BUT THERE HAVE BEEN NC MORE THAN A FEW AND INDIRECT™ or
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MASSERA, CURRENTLY ON A TRIP TO EUROQOPE, HAS BEEN: -

REFERENCES TC IT IN THE BUENOS AIRES PRESS.. ADMIRAL.

EMBARRASSED BY ITS ALLEGATIONS. THOUGH THE DOCUMENT
IS CLEARLY INTENDED FOR PROPAGANDA PURPOSES»- WE--
FIND THAT MUCH OF WHAT IT SAYS FITS WITH PREVICUSs
FRAGMENTARY REPORTS.WE HAVE RECEIVED. OUR INITIAE.

IMPRESSION 1S THAT: THE FACTS OF THE SCHOOL ARE=SQ--

seenm to
SHCOCKING THAT.THE THREE AUTHORS DID NOT XOENEXXRX .

‘ Also chiliing

INDULGE IN IMAGINATIVE ACCOUNTS POy SHBYE-w i 0steey -
IS THAT THE WOMENM
WHC WROTE THE REPORT A BELONG T AN ORGANIZATION®=--
THAT HELPED DRAG»ARGE&TINA INTO’ Tﬁ& CYCLE OF VIOLENCE::

they report. Yet they
THAT LED TO THE ATROCITIES /TOMESTREYXEECN®T ARE:
KBRAKMIRKXXUMRERENZRNIXAMEXXAXXMRIFRXEEREXX X AMXRRT L
ABSOLUTELY UNREPENTANY AND, 1IT WOULD SEEM, ANXIOUSR.
TO GET ON WITH THE WAR THEY WERE FORCED- TO ABANDOMNR:~ - .
WEHN THEY WERE ARRESTED. WE ARE POUCHING COPIES= .

OF THIS REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT .




-

DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL

Authority: EO 13526 B 0 AL 20 Pege N of
DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices Claszitication MRN
Date: oct 19, 2018

[ 7. (U) ACTIVE COURT CALENDAR: ARGENTINE COURTS HANDED- |
DOWN A SERIES OF DECISIONS THAT BEAR ON THE HUMAN- RIGHTST -
SITUATION HERE:

-= THE SUPREME COURT GVERYURNED‘?.N‘O LOWER COURT DECISIONS
WHICH HAD ORDERED PEN DETAINEES FREED. THE COURT'S
DECISIONS APPEAR-TO BE IN LINE WITH PAST PRECEDENTS-.
IN WHICH IT HAS-UPHELD THE EXECUTIVES BROAD USE QR
ITS PEN POWER: )

-— SEVEN PEOPLE ACCUSED. OF TERRORIST ACTS IN 1975-197&:
WERE GIVEN SENTENCES RANGING FROM ONE YEAR TO° LIFE
IMPRISONMENT BY A CORDOBA COURT. TWO OTHERS TRIEDE
WITH THEM WERE FREED-

-w ANOQTHER CORDOBA- COURT ABSQLVED A CORDOBA COUPLEW "
BOTH JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, WHO WERE- ACCUSED B¥=
LOCAL SCHOGL AUTHORITIES OF HAVING INCITED THEIR.
FIVE AND SEVEN YEAR OLD-DAUGHTERS TO REFUSE TS
SALUTE THE ARGENTINE FLAGZ

-— LOWER COURTS.INVOLVED IN HABEAS CORPUS PROCEEDINGSH-
HAVE TWICE RECENTLY ORDERED THE PUBLICATION OF THE.
PICTURES OF THE ODISAPPEARED PERSON AND DESCRIPTIONS: -
OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THEIR DISAPPEARANCE. THESE.
"GRDERS ARE SOMETHING OF A DEPARTURE FROM THE PAST..

8. =3 DISAPPEARED LAW PROTESTED: HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANI—

ZATIONS-WERE TO-FILE AN APPEAL TO THE COURTS NOV. 9=

L—:QSXING THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S RECENT LAW ON PRESUMPTIVE- Bf‘;'“ .
R Rohien At R Rt € 8 &1 41276

o e
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DEATH BE DECLARED UNCONSTITUTIONAL. THE APPEAL, WE ARE.

TOLD» CONTAINS A BITTER AND STRONG ATTACK ON THE GOVERN=—
MENT'S INTENTIONS AND MOTIVATIONS IN GIVING ITSELF THE
AUTHORITY~~ALONG WITH FAMILY MEMBERS~~TO SEEK A DECLARATION-
OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH FOR MISSING PERSONS., EVEN OVER THE
OBJECTIONS OF FAMILY MEMBERS. THE LAWYERS WHO HELPED
DRAFT THE APPEAL SPOKE TO MARIO AMADEQ THE AUTHOR OF THE
LAW AND PRESENTLY THE ARGENTINE NON-GOVERNMENTAL REPRES—
ENTATIVE TO THE UN'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. WE UNDER-—~
STAND THAT AMADECQ CONVI&C?D THEM THAT HE HAD NO MALIGN::
INTENTION IN GIVING THE GOVERNMENT A LARGE POTENTIAL:-

ROLE IN THE DECLARATION OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH. THEY ALSOa..
LEARNED THAT WHEN A#AbEO PRESENTED HIS LAW TQ THE GORe- -
HE INCLUDED SEVERAL OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS; ALL DESIGNED=

TO IMPROVE THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ARGENTINA ANDE:
ARGENTINA'S STA&DX&G IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.. KONE-
OF‘THESQ WERE ACC&PT£D BY THE GOA. OUR SOURCES HAVE NG:
INFORMATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS MISUSED THE NEW LAW:
BUT ARE FEARFUL THAT ONE DAY IT MIGHT. THEY KNOW OF A FEW::
CASES WHERE FAMILY MEMBERS HAVE USED THE LAW TO HAVE A-

DISAPPEARED PERSON DECLARED DEAD.

CASTRO %{/\"/’/
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