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Politicel Prisoners and Human Rights
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- HA/HR - Mr. Flood DCM
INR/RAR - Mr. Buchanan POL
ARA - Mr. Lister POL/R * (b)(3):10 USC 424
INR/OIL/NFAC/ UsIca -
ORPA/LAD - Mr. Schwab

U.S. Mission Geneva

ECOM~

W

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

Red Cross Operations In Argentina

[Sec 3.3(b) (1) |very disappointed with the results of
the Red Cross Prison Program in Argentina. A number of
months ago he could point to some examples of improvement:
better prisoner treatment, more food made available through
canteens, sick prisoners being treated, especially brutal
guards having been transferred, etc. However, in recent
months prison conditions and the treatment of prisoners had
reverted to previous standards.

Sec. 3.3{(b) (1);Sec. 3.3(b) (6)
| He said he did not understand the Argentine
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members of the Executive Committee of the Partido Comunista
Marxista-Leninista (PCML). This group included a number of
doctors who had been arrested at the San Justo Housing  Sec. 3.3(b)(1)
Project Clinic in April 1978 and Dr. Smith, the etary
of the Argentine Psychological Society [

all of these individuals reported that they had been
held in three brick chalets located on the Tablada Army Camp
near the Bridge No. 12 junction of the Belt Road and the
expressway to the airport, Theyhad been severely tortured.
One of their members reportedly died from the lack of
medical trearment of an infection of the wounds received
during his interrogation. The PCML members were taken
from the chalets and dropped off on a highway near the
interrogztion facility. Within a few minutes after their
release, they were "arrested" by policemen from Precinct
No. 8 where they Were taken and booked. They were then
transferred to Villa Devoto where they are being held for
trial before a military court.

Prison Conditions

Rawson Prison

[Sec. 3.3(b) (1) conditions at Rawson have deterio-
ated drastically. The prison is suffering a financial crisis.
Food, which before was barely adequate, is now in low supply;
nor was there food or milk powder in the canteen to supple-
ment the diet. The 210 male prisoners being held there are
held in two categories instead of three as in the rest of
Argentina. Fifty detainees are given the best level of
treatment and the others, many of whom are long time
prisoners, are held under a hard prison regime. Correspondence
for all the PEN prisoners is limited to a one-sheet letter
weekly. However, most of the prisoners had neither ink, nor
paper and envelopes to write letters.

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

Resistencia Prison o
it ”—/‘

Some 50 to 55 PEN prisoners are held in sistencia Prison.
A number of these prisoners have beem—sSentenced by military
courts to terms of five to 25 years for|

/not very serious charges.
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Cordoba Prison

The Red Cross was refused permission to revisit Cordoba
Prison in December. |[Sec.3.3(b)(1) told that only 26
political prisoners remain in Cordoba--16 females and 10 males,
four or five of whom are married couples. All other PEN
prisoners were transferred out of the Third Corps area. The
unrecognized political prisoners (Disposicion Authoridades
Militares - DAM) whom the Red Cross had visited before
reportedly remain in Cordoba. The Red Cross has been in-
formed that some of these DAM prisoners will shortly be
freed. |[Sec.3.3(b)(1) | General Menendez, the Corps
Commander, had moved most of the PEN prisoners in response to
a Ministry of Interior initiative to transfer them because

of the especially bad treatment in Cordoba and Menendez'
feeling that his jailers did not control the political
prisoners. [Sec.3.3(b)(1) |five common law prisoners
have just escaped from Cordoba jail.

Ezeiza Prisons

[Salssm)“) fhad visited three facilities in the
Ezeiza area--the Women's Model Prison, Unit 19 and Unit 21.
He had received reports that 14 disappeared persons had been
held in Unit 19 in the August-September 1978 period.

La Plata Prison

[Sec. 3.3(b) (1) | La Plata is one of the better run
prisons. Prisoners have sufficient proteins and the rules
while tough are, in most cases, followed consistently. The
major complaint in La Plata is the beatings inflicted on
the prisoners for minor infractions of prison rules.

Villa Devoto Prison

Villa Devoto presents a tougher prisoner treatment than in
La Plata. There is much more attention to security. The
jail is badly overcrowded. Sixty female prisoners have
recently been transferred into Villa Devoto from Cordoba.
These women have been placed on. the severest prison regime
and have been mixed with other prisoners.

Coronda Prison

[Sec. 3.3(b) (1) |Coronda Prison as being one of the Sec. 3.3(6) (1)

worst facilities}

ﬁ He stated that one of his goals was to have the
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Border Police (Gendarmeria) removed from the prison. He noted
that his other goal, in addition to improving jail conditions,
was to have the government resurface the clandestireprisoners
which they were holding.
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