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{OH3L10 USC 424

HOST—GEVIBIRE—NO—
16, BUMMARY -tC7NOFORN)- THIS IR FORWARDS INFORMATION

ON MG DIAZ BESSONES REACTION TO US M | R 0 ES
22, DETAILS E/NOFGRN)- ON 26 JAN 78 [ °°00

il FOR THE FORMER PLANNING MINISTER MG DIAZ
BESSONE, AND ON H18 UNDERSECRETAR! A !

Y {b}3). 10 USC 424

CATED THAT HE WANTED TO TALK PRIVATL
AND ASKED IF THEY COULD ARRANGE THE GEY TOGETHER SINCE HE NO
LONGER WAD FACILITIES AT THE PLANNING MINISTRY, MG DJ2Z BESSONE
AS ALWAYS, WAS OPEN AND TALKATIVE, THE GENERAL IS CURRENTLY
ASSIGNED TO THE ARMY WQ WITHOUT A SPECIFIC JOB, HE SAYS HE

DOES NOYT PLAN TO REGQUESY RETIREMENT AT THIS TIME,

,,,,,,,,,, - Sec. 3.3(b) {1}

2, | | THE GENERAL ASKED [ |

THEIR OPIONIONS OF THE STATUS OF US/ARGENTINE RELATIONS,
¢ 1

ONMENTING THAT IT WAS VERY IMPORTANT FOR TWE YWD NATIONS TO
MAINTAIN A DIALOGUE, 3@ RELATIONS
WERE NOY GOOD AND WOULD PROBABLY GET WORS THE END OF
THE YEAR, 0IAZ BESSONE EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE RESPONSE
SAYING THAT WIS PERCEPTION WAS THAT THE SITUATION WAS

IMPROVING
[ THE BASIC

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

CAUSE POR DETERIORATING RELATIONS WAS THE CONTINUING DISREGARD
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA AND POINTED QUT THAT A FEW HIGHLY
PUBLICIZED CASES WERE SEVERELY DAMAGING TO ARGENTINAS IMAGE IN
THE Uus, 00 ASKED THE GENERAL WHY, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS
JACOBO TIMERMAN STILL BEING DETAINED BY THE EXECUTIVE POWER,
THEY POINTED OUT THAY MORE THAN ADEGUATE TIME HAS ELAPSED YO
BRING MINM 10 TRIAL, IF CONVICYED HE SHOULD BE SENTENCED) IF
EXONERATED, ME 8NOULD BE SET FREE, [S°0 330007 ITHEN ASKED THE
GENERAL IF HE COULD PRUVIDE ANY INFORMATINN ON THE DECEMBER
DISAPPEARANCE OF YHE TWO FRENCH NUNS AND SEVERAL OF THE MOTHERS
FROM THE PLAZA Nt MAYD,

3, MG DIAZ BESSCNE LISTED ATTENTIVELY 10 THE CRIY

ICISM AND WAS OBVIGUSLY SMAKED BY IT, HE ATYEMPTED TO RESPOND
BUT RESORTED TO WELL WORN RHETORIC THAT HAS BEEN MEARD MANY TIMES

"IBEFORE, IN TIMERMANS CASE ME CAREFULLY EXPLAINED THAT THE

GOVERNMENT wAS NGT ANTI SEMITIC, ONLY DETERMINED TO BRING 1O

“JUSTICE 4 DELINGUENT WHO WAD AIDED THE TYERRORJISTS,

/NN ONE DENIES THAT TIMERMAN MIGHT HAVE

l
BEEN INVOLVED IN SHADY NDEALINS IN THE PAST, BUT NO ONE WILL

Sec 331 (1)

REALLY KNOW FNR SURE UNTYIL HE 18 BROUGHT TO TRIAL,
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THEN VOLUNTEERED THAT THE DAMAGE BEING CAUSED TO THE ARGENTINE
GOVERNMENTS INTERNATIONAL IMAGE BY HOLDING ON TO TIMERMAN 1S
PERNAPS 100 MIGH A PRICE TO PAY AND THAT THE CASE HAS IMPORTANT
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, AS WELL A8 JURIDICAL ONES,

4, MG DIAZ BESBONE THEN ADDREBSED THE CASE OF THE

FRENCH NUNS, CLAIMING IGNORANCE OF THE DETAILS OF THE INCIDENY

AND NO KNOWLEDGE OF PRESIDENT VIDELAS LETTER 70 THE FRENCH
PRESIDENT, 3¢ 35001 A MAN OF MIS STATURE IN

THE GOVERNMENT AND ONE WHO ATTENDED CABINET MEETINGS, WOULD NDT
BF AWARE OF THE DETAILS OF SUCKH AN IMPDORTANT AND HMIGHLY PUBLICIZED
ISSUE, AT THAT POINT, THE UNDERSECRETARY OF PLANNING INTERRURPTED
TO INFORM THE GENERAL THAT NO ONE BELIEVES THE GOVERNMENTS
STATEMENTS ON THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE FRENCH NUNS, HE PDINTED
QUT THAT TOO MANY CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS WAD BEEN RELEASED

AND THE FRENCH GOVERNMENY BELIEVES THAT THE GOVERNMENT 1§ EITHER
LYING OR COVERNING UP, HE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN 7O THE GENERAL THATY
MUCH OF WHAY HAS HAPPENED RECENTLY HAS GIVEN FOREIGNERS AND
ARGENTINES ALIKE, THE IMPRESSION THAT PRESIDENT VIDELA 1§ LOSING

CONTROL, Sec 33(b) (1)

COMMENT -t&) MG DIAZ BESSONES PURPOSE FOR MEETING

[ ]nus TO DIBCUSS HIS POLITICAL FUTURE, NO HUMAN RIGHTS,
OF THE DISCUSSION WILL BE DISCUSSED IN A SEPARATE IR,

THE FORMER PLANNING MINISTER WAS NOT PREPARED FOR SUCH AN ON

SLAUGHT ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND HAD DIFFICULTY ANSWERING PENETRATING

QUESTIONS, WIS CONFIDENCE wAS FURTHER SHAKEN WHEN HIS OWN

UNDERSECRETARY (AND LONG TIME FRIEND) AYTACKED THE VIDELA GOVERN

MENTS INTERNATIONAL CREDIBILITY, THERE 18 LITY DOUBY THAT

DIAZ BESSONE GOT THE MEBSAGE, NHETHER HE STILL HAS ENOUGH INFLU

ENCE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUY 1T, OR WHETWER NE EVEN WANTS TD DO

ANYTHING, REMAINS TO BE SEEN, HE CLAIMS THAT HI 18 STILL ON

GOOD TERMS WITW PRESIDENT VIDELA AND OTHERS IN YHE GOVERNMENT,

IF THIS IS TRUE, PERHAPS THE PRESIDENT WILL HEAR ONCE AGAIN

THAT HUMAN RIGMTS ABUSES ARE INJURING THE ARGENTINE IMAGE

ABRAOD, EVEN THOUGH THE HUMAN RIGMTS DISCUSSION APPEARED 7O

BZ CONFRONTATIONAL IN NATURE, IT WAS NOT, THE GENERAL WAS

CONGENJAL AND FRANK AS HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN MEETINGS | Sec.330) (1) |

I UPON DEPARTURE
HE STATED THAT WE MUST GEY TOGETNER AGAIN AT SOMETIME IN THE
FUTURE IN ORDER TO CONTINUE OUR BERIES OF CANDID CONVERSATIONS,
THIS M8G COORD W/AMEMBASSY, -GD8—DEC—B4-
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