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2 Qn 27 Janua

3.{€}.As described in enclosure (l) and (2) there is a perception in the
ARA that spare part support is being selectively w.ithheli.

COMMENT: *(€*$lof€n+t).chief, Navy section, u.s. Mil ita ry Group is awareof views expressed senior ARA officers. Standin g too close to thiss'ituation may I imit objecti ve cornrnents . In any case,
the ARA feels pinch u as seen n enc osure {2), ARA is showjnga
positive response to the human rights iss ue.

c0MMENT:-.[€+]toSS*$+hlhile ARA actions can be inte rpreted as a
pos ve response to US human ri ghts initiatives, they also reveal an
attempt by Admira1 lolassera to advance his own po'l'itical ambitions by tryingto give the impression that human rights advances are primariiy the resul tsof his personal efforts.
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AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON MASSERA
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-e€iefDHftFt**:' BUENOS AIRES

1. Ambassador paid a half
Adniral Massera afternoon February l_, responding

to urgent telephone call early the same

morning inviting him to "stop around for a

drink." (That part of rhe inviEation got

sida-tracked. Nothing was served during the

interview, which took plaee at Masserat s

office at naval headquarters.)

2. EQUIPMENT FOR THE NAVY. The Admiral

expressed great concern that boch the

Argentine Army and Air Foree had recently
been authcrized to receive spare parts and

military equipment fron the United States,

whiLe the Navy has received nothing. Massera

said that he had upbraided Arnbassador Aja Espil
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llorr. this and gotten the answer that the Argentine -l

Navy is unpopular with the us Government. "They say in
l.lashington lre have tlre nunsr" Massera said" "you know

that's just noL sof" hu continued. "JrIeJ.l- it's alright
for the US not to like Masserar" the Adrniral added,

"but you should hol-d nothing against the Argentine Navy.,,

3. HUMAN RIGHIS CASES. The Arnbassador took the occasion
to raise human rights problems. He raised specifically
the Timerman, DeuEsch and vogrer cases. 0n Timerman

Massera gave his expected response: He had tried, for
Timerman's release, he said, but had been overruled by

members of the Army. He seemed genuinery unaware of
the Deutsch and vogler matters, uaking notes and asking
partieulars. He.said that he would attend a Junta meeEing

only a half hour later, and that he would raise these
names while there, (conrnent: 0n being rold that
Alejandro and Liliana DeuLsch were being held in cordoba,
Massera mused that this was really too bad. rf they
weren't in the hands of General }lenendez, he said, he
just might be able to snatch the pair of them ar*ay for
us. )

4. rHE WASHTNGTON p0sr ARTTCLE. Massera said rhar he
had read Karen de young's January zr "post', article.
He acknor'rledged that he and videra often disagree, ,ld .

[.aid that he had never rried to disguise this. He had I
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l-I"*r, frank with many people about this. I{ora that thel
de Yowrg article is causing a stir, he said, the tirne

has come to air his grievances and have candid words

with his Arrny eolleague,

5. Affi0SPHERICS. More interesting than what Massera

said at the meeting--which seems almost trivial when

cornpared with the urgency with which the meeting was

arranged--was the pubLicity given it. First notice

that the Anbassador rrouLd see the Navy commander came

during a L030 radio news broadcasl. (The appointment

r,ras set 0900.) Afternoon papers earried, the event--at
about the time it was taking place.

I{e account for this by suggesting that Massera

wanted it publicized he was meeting Erith the Anerican

Arnbassador in order to throw his Army "opposiiion" off
base. We were told on January 31 by a ranking civil-ian
officer of the Presidency chaE Videla r.ras fed up with
I'lassera's politicking and apparent disloyalty, and r+ould

use the de Young story tg."have ic out with hirn" at a

Junta meeting due to take plaee late affernoon February r.
The meeting with the Anrbassador wasr in effect, a Massera
hole
'lb'oS'd card" for the tough conversation with Videla he

probably expected

7 . 0n leaving Massera's office Ambassador encountered

1 Foreign Minister Montes, which gave another opportunityl
oecl.[ssrrrro rru pulr- i
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rI to lay out the hr:man rights case concerns he had jrrrtJ
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Montes promised to go over these again

ffi

given Massera,

with his boss.

8. Ambassador is waiting for green right from grnb&ff, Fono
to meet with Mj.nister of Interior Harguindeguy and. of the 

..s:Eu&rr

Governor/Province of Buenos Aires General st. Jean.
Meetings are expected to occure early next week and
again Deutsch, Tiner:r:an and Vogler cases wil1 be
discus s ed.
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1. FRO}I A VARIEIY OT SOLTRCf S hE IIAIE ,RXCE

j

/r'
NL1AER OF SIGNALS TILAT }'AVORABLE JII}IIA ACTION UAY

BE I}O{INE}r| IN THE CASE OF AIEJANDRO DEUTSCII AI'ID

OTIIERS Of HIGH U,S. INTEREST. AS r'^IE }I}IE:BLXESEI

R.EPORTTT IN REETEL. MINI.STER OE INTERIOR HAR.GUI}IOEGUY

TOLD lHE AI,AASSADOR TEBRUASY ]-6 TI{AT THE JU}i?A WOT,I.LD

BE CONSIDERING TTIE DEUTSCH, VOGLER AND TI}IER}'AN

CASES rrSOoN", 0t THAT OCCASICN, T}IS MINISTER SIA?ED

THE OPINION TI{AT DEUTSCII AND VOGLER HAD XO}IE NOTHING

]"IORE TH3.N ACT AS ANY NORI'iAL PARENT WOULD HAVE DONE

IN ATTE}IPTI}i',G TO PROTECT T}IEIR KIN, (TIMEB}I{N IiAS

AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT },IATTER, HOI{EVER.)

2, UNOFFICLAL"SOURCES CLOSE TO THE NAVY,IN THE PAST

DAY OR ILIO T{AVX COINCI'ED Ii'] NiE VIEI{ THAT DEUTSCH

DRA'iiNG OATE COi;Ttl.i15 A:;O CLASglFlCArlOlr AFPROVED 5y
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ABour To BENnrr? FR.M,i FAVOLABLE DEcrsr'N.

T'DAY 
(,'EBRU&RY 17), aour{$l: }rAssERA .ENT A p'LrrrcAl ArDE,

.APT' I'I'NTE''{AY'R, To r$foR* ffiE A}EASSAD,R TI{AT DEUTscHrs

&ELEASE WOULD BE EFF"ECTED S.{ORTTY. T?IE AIDE },ADE NO itr,,ION
OT DEUTSCH' S DAUGHTER TILIANA AND IfE IIAVE NO REASON TO ASSUME

THAT 
:H}i 

MAY BE INCLIIOED IN THE NTPONTEOIY I}TTII\.ENT ACTION,
3'. qA?T' M.NTEI4AY'B sTREssED 

'HAT 
ArMrRAr MA''ERA I{As w,R.KrNG

y* r? Rxsorr,E ?HE r{uuA,o ;;; cAsES oF HrcH rMrEREsr ro rHE
U.S. HE EMPHASIZED TIIAT TT.E NAVY WAS +T THE A}AASSINORTS CO}'PLETE
DISPOSAL II{ llIIS REA{RD AND I}IPIIED, AS M.ASSERA I{IYSELF HAS BEEN
h::NT To Do oN PR-Evrous occAsr-o\rs, TH-dn Tr{E AR$y ,oAs TiIE ?RRrABy
S9gR9E OT OS'USCATII{G ffiffi*fi THE PROBLEU, COMING TO THE
Bq.TrOY ].INT Or HlS PROPOSITIOI{, HE TIIEN ASRED WgY THE NAYr
SEE},'ED TO BE SINGf,ED OUT FOR DENIAIS OF U.S. MILITARY EQUIP}IEM
h'}iEN 1T I'AS rHE NAYY 

'HAT 
WAS DOING THE ]-IOST TO I],'PROVE rT{E

"T* 
RIGHTS SITUATION. THE A},IBASSADOR RISPONNED THAT THERE WAS

NO.POIICY OF SINGLINC OUI AI.IY SERV]CE NOR DrD U.S. DECISTON.
MaKERS H.tD A.\rymrNe pERs.NAt AcArNsr MASSERA. THE AlaAssADoR
SMPHASIZED TI{AT TI}IE I"IAS RIINNING OTI.I IN WASHINGTON IN ?EX,}lS

OF ?ItE -POLICY DECISION TIIAT IiAD TO BE MA}E WITH RESPECT TO
ARCENTINA AND THAT IF TTIERE WAS A.IVYTHINO TI.AT }'ASSERA COULD DO
TO RESCUE THESA PEOPLE,

4"PRECIATED:--B1L t:IE USc.

TITIS WOIII,D BE GREA&Y I.IETCOMED--AND

4 IT IS EYIDENT THAT }IASSE&{-IS--TRYING TO TAIG CREDIT tr'OR

__l
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I{HAT APPEARS TO BE II'IPENDINC JUNTA ACTION IN SOI-IE OI ]}IE HIGH

INTEREST CASES. FOR h.'tiATElTR HIS I'I0TMS, trfE BTLIEVE TttAT

HASSERA HAS BEEN PLAYIIIG A ROLE O' 
"'*'*G 

A TAVORASLE

DECISION THROUGH THE JUNTA AND WE PROPOSA TO COITIINI]E

ENCOIJBACING HIM TO DO SO.

c."-_i A
CASTRO

It..
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