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(5, 1. eydlEpy? TO THE SURPRISE OF MANY ARGENTINE OBSERVERS,
éoﬁaééL (CORONE|) VICENTE DAMASCO WAS APPOINTED AS MIN, OF
INTERTOR: THE NyMBER ONE CABINET POSY IN THE GOVERNMENT,

HE HAD BEEN SERVING A5 SECRETARY OF THE GOVERNMENT AND MILe
ITARY SECRETARY GENERAL TO THE PRESIDENT SINCE EARLY JUN 74,
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DAMAScO HAD A Sgunp MILITARY REPUTATION PRIOR TU HIs
ASSOCIATION WITH THE PERON GOVERNMENT AND WAS REGARDED AS
A VERY COMPETENT OFFICER BY MANY MILITARY [(b)(3):10 USC 424
2, =iy t [Sec 3.3(b) (1) | YESTERDAY °
OF DAMASCO'S APPOINTMENT STIRRED UP THE ARMY GLENERAL
STAFF, INITIAL COMMENTS SHOWED CONCERN AND ANBER THAT

AN ACTIVE DUTY COLONEL WAS THRUST INTO SUCH AN ELEVATED POSITION,
TODAY, TEMPERS APPEAR TO HAVE COOLED DOWN AND THE STAFF MAY

BE WILLING TO ACCEFT HIM AS INTERIDR MINISTER AND ALLOW

HIM T0 REMAIN IN ACTIVE MILITARY STATUS,

3, =SpwFE> CMT! ARMY REACTION TO DAHASCOﬁs APFOINTMENTY

APPEARS To BE MIXED, MANY APPARENTLY STILL VIEW HIM AS

|
|
A COMPETENT PRUFESSIDNAL WHILE OTHERS CONSIDER HIM Ag AN
OPPDRTUNIST, SOMg CRITICISM CAN BE EXPLAINED 1N ‘PART . TO
PRDFEssIONAL JEALOUSY, . IT IS TOO EARLY TO SPELULATE AS
TO HOW DAMASCOD WILL BE ACCEPTED AS INTERIOR
MINISTER, NOR 1g IT POSSIBLE TD ACCURATELY
ASSESS HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ARMED FORCES.,
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