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{6, SUMMARY 1, —CEp~ORNI—ARGENTINE AIR FORCE (ARGAF) REACTION

TD THE PROPOSAL THAT FMS CREDIT FOR ARGENTINA BE REDUCED

BECAUSE UF ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS nAS BEEN GUARDED, WITH AN

URDERLYING STRATEGY OF CONTAINING THE OAMAGE DONE TO THAT

SPECIFIC AREA OF LS=ARGENTINA RELATIONS, THERE WAS A

GENERAL MISUNDERSTANDING DF wWHAT FMS CREDITS ARE, AND A

QUICK STUDY WAS MADE OF THE ENTIRE SPECTRuUM OF SALES,

TRANSFERS OF FQUIPHENT, AND ITRAINING IN THE US, SOME

RESTRICTIORS HAVE BEEN PUT Un AIR FORCE (AFSEC) (USMILGR)

TRAVELS FOR UNLY VISITS, d4UT ARGAF=USAF PERSONAL RELATIONS

REMAIN EXCELLENT,

2, —CANEFDRN NANY IN THE ARGAF UI0D NOT UNUERSTAND THE

pRuerED REDUCTION AND WERE ANGRY THAT ARGENTINE INYERNAL MATTERS

SHOLLD BE THE RATIONALS FOR A REDUCTION IN

FMS CREDITS, ALL SOURCES AGREED THAT CREOIT LEVELS ARE AN

EMTERNAL USG DETERMINATION, SUT THEY WERE ANGRY AND HURT

WHEN HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA, AN ARGENTINE INTERNAL MATTER,

WERE USELD AS THE RATIONALFE FOR THE FROPOSAL TO REDUCE

GREDIVS, SOURCE A, [Sec. 3.3(b)(1)

SAID THAT INITIAL REACTIUN wAS VERY STRONG AND RECUOMNENOED

RESPONSES TENDED TUWARD REMOVAL OF TnE USMILGP, REJECTING

ALL UNUSED ANUD FUTURE CREDITS,; AND RECALLING THE ARGENTINE

AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON, IN THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH LED YO

THE FINAL POLICY DECISION, TEMPERS CUOLED AND MODERATE

CONCEPYS PREVAILED, THE GUA DECISION, IN WHICH ALL THREE

SERYICES CONCURRED, WAS TO LIMIT THE DAMGE TO THIS ONE

AREA, AND NOT TO JEOPARDIZE PASYT OK FUTURFE CREDITS BY

QVERREACTING, SDURCE A ALSD SAID THAT EACH OF THE SERVICES

WAS ACTIVELY STUDYING THE IMPACT OF FURTHER CUYS; AND THE

FEASIBILITY DF GOING Y0 OYHER SOURCES FUR WEAPONS SYSTEMS,

SOURCE T, [Sec.33(b)(1) SATD THAT RDA FEELS

THE DECISION BY YHE USG TO ASK FOR FEWER CREDITS FOR ARGENTINA

HWAS BASED ON A LACK OF UNDERSTANDING AND MISINFORMATION

ABOUT THE TRUE SITUATION IN ARGENTINA, HE SAID GOA WQULD

BE TAKING ACTION TO CORKECT THIS,

3. (U} SOURCE o INDICATED THAT THERE ARE MANY OFFICERS IN

THE ARGAF WHO D0 MDY KNOW THE sASIC CONCEPTS OF FMS CREDITS,

COMMERCTIAL SALES,; OR THE IMET PR AM, IN VISCUSSING THESE

MATTERS WITH SQURCE 4, B AND E— [FOUND A LACK OF UNDERw=
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STANDING CONCERNING THE PROGCESS OF CONGRESSIONAL DETERMINAe
TION OF FMS CREDITS AND THE PUSSIBILITY THAY CONGRESS

COULD TAKE ACTION TO LIMIT UTILIZATYION OF CREDIYTS ALREADY
AUTHORIZED, BUT NOT YET USED, APPARENTLY, MANY ARGAF

DFFICERS FEEL THAT THE SECSTATE PRUPOSAL IS THE LAST THEY

#ILL HEAR QF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FMS CREDITS UNTIL THE FY79
PROPUSAL IS TO BE MADE, SDURCE D SAYS HIS CONTACTS, WHD

MORK IN THE ARGAF AGENGCIES wHICH DEAL WITH CREDITS AND
PURCHASES,; ARE WELL AWARE OF THE TECHNICAL NUANCES OF FMS,

BUT PERHAPS NDT AWARE OF THE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION YET To COME,
4  —tErNOFBRNT IN SEPARATE DISCUSSIONS SOURCE A,
SOURCE & [Sec.3.3(b) (1) AND SUURCE F

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)
JALL EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE US6

ACTION HAD SERIOUSLY WEAKENED THE POSIYION OF GOA MODERATES
YIS A VIS THE HUMAN KIGHTS ISSUE, ALL THREE STATED THAT
THOSE WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT IN FAVOR OR PRODUCING A
COMPLEYE LIST OF DETAINEES AND PUNISHING PERSONNEL KNOWN
TO HAVE COMMITTED EXCESSES, ARE NOW UNABLE TO SUFPORT
THEIR VIEWS RITHOUT BEING LABELED DISLOYAL 10 THEIR
COUNTRY, ALL THREE SOURCES USED THE EXAMPLE OF US
AMBASSADOR BRADENTS CAMPAIGN AGAINST JUAN PERON IN THE
1946 ELECTION YO EXPLAIN THE CURRENT REACTION TO THE US
HUMAN RIGHTS CHARGES, THEY SAID THAT JUST AS VOTERS

WERE CONVINCED 7D VOTE FOR PERON AS A REACTION TO US
INTERFERENCE THEN, MODERATES NOW FEFL PRESSURES TO DEFEND
THE COUNTRY'S HONDR RATHER THAN SUPPORT US HUMAN RIGHTS
CONCERNS, SOURCE E AND F SAID THEY THOUGHT THIS
NATIONALIST REACTION COULD BE REQUCED wITH TIME IF THE UISG
87
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DOESNTT MAxE ALDITIONAL CHARGES OF HMUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 1IN
ARGENTINA, IF USL ODES MASE FUKTHER CHARGES, THEY FEAR

AN INCREASED HARDENING ON THE HUMAn RIGHTS T8SUE, ANy
EXACERBATING OF bOA=USG RELATIONS wHICH MODERATES WILL HNUY
BE ABLE TO CONFInNE TO THE HUMAWM RIGHTS ISSUE, SOURCES A

& £ STATED THAT IH THELR JUDGEMENY THE LUSS GF LEVEKAGE

FOR MOQERATES IN ThE GUA HAS SPILLED OVER INTO ALL PRASES
OF THE NATIOMNAL REORGANIZATION PROCESS, allL THREE UF

THESE SOURCES NUTED THAY BY LUTTING BALK THE PROPGSED

FMS CREDITS, AND INCIYIWG THE GOA REACTIUN OF REJECTING ALY
FMS CREDITS FOR FY?8, 7Tnt uSG HAU LOST A GREAT DEAL OQF IVS
LEVERAGE In THE HUMAN RIGHTS DIALOGUE, IN ADDITION TO
REQUCING THE POWER OQF MOOERATES WIinIn ThE GUA, THE USG HAp
FORFEITEU A MAJUR VEHILLE POR EXERTING PRESSUFPE THROUGH THE
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ARGENTINE MILITARY, THESE SOURCES SEE DIMINISHWED MDDERATE
INFLUENCE IN GOA AS THE MOST IMPURTANT LONG RANGE RESULY

OF THME FHMS-CREDIT REQUCTIONS,

§, =+EyHOFERP SOURCES A, B8 AND £ ENFHASIZED THAY THE

ARGENTINE. MILITARY IN GENERAL, AND YHE ARGAF IN PARTICULAR,

WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO MAINYAIN THE EXCELLENT

RELATIONS WHILH EXIST #ITM THEIR SISTER~SERVICES IN THE

UNITED STATES, SOURCE A STATED THAT THE AFSEC IS IMPORTANT

10 ARBAF FOR PROFESSIONAL AND OUCTRINAL REASONS, HE $4ID

THE AFSEC WOULD REMAIN In ARGENTINA A8 LONG A8 THE

INTERNAL POLITICAL REACTIONS 70 LEGL “INTERVENTION In OUR
INTERNAL AFFAIRS® WOULD PERMIT, HZ ADDED THAT ARGAF=USBAF
RELATIONS #O0ULD BE ISOLATED FRO™ SCA=USH CONFLICTE a8 MUCQH

AS POSSIBLE,; SUGGESTING THAT EVER In THE MQOST EXTREMC
CIRCUMSTANCES, THE ARGAF MOULD TRY Iwn

SOME WAY T0 KEER THE AFSEC I PLADE, BASED DR THE EXISTING
BILATERAL TREATY, SQURCE [ REFPDRTED 2N 1@ rikR 77, HOREVER,

THAT A PROPGSED UNIT VISIT TO AFSIC FEXSONNEL WOULD HAVE TO

8F POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER BRIG AGUSTI. CINC ARGAF, MWAD AN
ORPORTUNITY YD TALK wllr GEN MCARRIGE, vILE CUHIEF OF SYAFF,

USAF On BILATERAL ISSUES QUNING VMg 17TH INTER AWMERICAN AIR
FORCE CHIEFS! (GNFERENCE (13«18 MaR 12773 » PUNTA [DE, ESTE,
URUGLAY), DAD AND ARSEL PEKSCGWMEL REPORT NI CRAKGES IN THEIR
PERSONAL RELATIDNS WITH ARGAF COUNTERPARTS,

COMHENT | =fGopminmiioede 1HKGENTINE NATIONRL FRICE HAS REEN HURT,

ON TwQ COUNTS: &) ALLEGED USG INTERFEFENCE In A4 DOMESTIC JSSUE
AND B) LOMPARING ARGERTINA WITk ETHIGFEIA, SCUTH KDRp & AND

THE PHILIFPINES, THE COMFARTISOH ~1TH ETHIDPIA I8 CFFENSIVE

710 HANY ARGENTINES BECAHUSE ARSENTINA CUNSIDERS ITSILF ALn03T

A DEVELOFED NATION, wHILE IT COWSIDERS ETnIDPIA AS & FARY OF TRIBAL,
BACKWARD AFRICA, THE COUMPARISION WITh SO0UTH KOREA ARD THE
FRILIPPINES RURTS THE ARGENTINE KaTiGUaL PRIDE BECARUSBE 17 I8

A GRAPHILC DEMONSTRATION TO GOA UF THZ1r LESSOR RELATIVE
SYRATEGIC IMFORTANCE 10 YHE USG, CURPARED 10 THE REACYION OF
URLGUAY AND BRAZIL Y0 FMS REDQULTIONS, THE G0a REACTION HAS

BEEN MQDERATE AND CAREFULLY ARTICULATED Y0 CONFINE THE

ISSUE, THE STRONG INITIAL INTERRNAL REACTION, AAD THE LOSS

OF LEVERAGE FOK MODERATES IWN THE GOA&, LCOULL XEAN 4

MARDENING GF PUSITIONS WITHIN THE GCA ON TmE HUMAN RIGHTS

ISSUE, AS WELL AS A MORE ErOTIONAL PEACTION TQ FURTHER

USG ACTIQNS WHICH L INK HUMAK RIGATS T USeARGENTIKD

BILATERAL RELATIONS, THIS K36 M5 BEEN COORDW/IMOASSY
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