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(U) This report forwards material sent to the Argentl^ne Ml1itary Junta by a
group of individuals that are relatives of people thal have dLsappeared or
been detained.

16. SUMMARY
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Ra00.t No
(b)(s):10 USc
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Orilrnrtor (b)(3):10 USC 424

22. Details: (U) The document.s lncLude: a letter to the Ml-lltary Junta
dated 29 Dec L977; a petition for signature by faurilies of persons that
have disappeared or have bean detained for polltieal reaso$s; an open
letter with data on prevlous petitions and individuals that have been
detained, or that have disappeared; a Pamphlet, and a graphic deplcting
the ages of persons that have disappeared. A11 the doeuments are pro-
duced by a group cal-Led, "Relarives of Persons Disappeared or Deta{ned for
Pol-itical Reasons".

2. (U) The letter to the Junta, dated 19 Dec L977, specifieally addresses
the disappearance of two nuns and 15 other persons frou downtown Buenos
Alres from 8-10 Dec 77, The letter criticizes that lack of control of
governmellt security forces that either caused these dlsappearances, or
permltted theu to occur. The letter terminates wlth a request t,o the
Junta ta take whatever sLeps are necessary to flnd all t,hose that have
dlsappeared, and Io clarlfy the status of all people that are known f,o be
detaLned by the GOA.

3. (U) The petition, which is addressed to the Hill.tary Junta, seeks:

a. A search for those citlzens thar have disappeared.

b. The presentation of those citizens that are being held
illegally.

c. The Liberation of those being heLd without cause, and/or the due
process aud/or right of option to leave the country offered by the
NatlonaL Constltutl-oD..

d. Trial. for those that are held r,rith cause, ln accordance with the
Natlonal Constltution and the law.

4. (U) The open, unaddressed Letter, Lnforras that in additlon to rhe
532 detainees that were denounced in a 14 Oct 77 letter, there are 282
oore persons that have dlsappeared or have been detalned. The letter
asks the uril-itary government to take the saue actious outlLned ln the
petition, and ouElines the number of persons that have dlsappeared or
are deEafned. The lef,ter also states that 71383 fam:i1y members and
23,L48 sympathizers have signed petltlors to the niLitary government.

5. (U) The pamphlet, which is ca1led an "informative bulletin", is dated
l-4 Qct L977. That date, as described by the panphlet, is Mothers Day,
and ras the day in nhtch fhe group presented its flrsr petitl-on to the
Military Junta at the National Cocgressional building. The paurphlet,
which is addressed to the press, describes the deronslratlon during
which the petltlon was presented. In the derall-s of the pamphlet, the
group describes the es of eo le that have s the petltlon, and
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R!9ort (b)(3):10 usc

Conlinrration Shec! ?W3

Originator

of 3 prear

cltttr, rcltlon/contror MErkin gt

seeks from the Junta the four basls actions requested in the groupts other
literature.

6. (U) The graphic shows the ages of approxfunatel-y 550 persons that the
group clained had disappeared in their Presentatlon of the petition on
14 0ct. 77. Approximately 40 per cent of the disappeared people are in
the 20-25 year group.

CoMMENT: {€lfi€f0nfif The Relatives of Persons Disappeared and Detained for
Poltttcal Reasons, and Ehe documents that the group has produced are
slgnificant for several reasons. Flrst, they represent. an articulate
human rights pressure group that the Argeatine government has apparently
decided ir will or must tolerate' at least for the time being. A11 of
the documents frour che group carry the addtess of the organizatlon, whieh
lndicates that 1ts raembers do not fear reprlsal enough to be forced under-
ground. If Ehe 24,000 sigaatures oa the petitlon are la fact legltimate,
(a judgmenL thar
polnt for aggreg
rights aad due
human rights has

cannot nake), this organlzation could be the focal
ati additlonal doroestic pressure in support for hurnan
process. From moat t

not been, and st is not a popular lssue in Argentina
domestic polities. If there contlnues to be mistakes aad abuses by the
security forees, this type of organLzatlon could be the lightentng rod for
peopl.e sympathetic to the pllght of detainees, as welL as for whatever
reaction the GOA may take when it feels the domest.lc pressure is getting
too uncomfortable. The treatment that this organlzatlon gets frorn the
government ln the future eould well be an lndicator of hor+ rauch heat the
GOA is willing to Eake for its mistakes in the Past.
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ea lograr un ;rais evanzedorpl'6spero y feliz.?ara gse todss
les far11-ias pued.an contribulr a realizar este objetivo ne
cesitamcs ?iZ y Ia ?AZ ao es posible sin e1 atr_laro ae la f
J US!].C:A.
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