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Co1. (Ret.) Francisco
La Opinion snd Jolm Corr, Information Officer

Arnerican Club, Buenos Aires

at

Timenran, Arny Viors on Hlrnan Rights Violations
by Scurity Fbrces, and Bernardo Ner.rstadt

Basal.dr.ra rrras optinistic on Tinenmrrrs charrces of being.able to leave
Arcentina fairiy soon. He said $he principal matter tb be cleared up
nai uhether Graiver monev nas involved in the construction of
Ia Opinionrs mdern pfanl-editorial offices building in 1974. Basaldua
said he did not tlrini( the Governruent lould mnt Tirerrrgn in Buenos Aires
dgring the Copa because Tfurerman rrsuld be nurch sought after by visiting
ne$$nen.

On another matt6r, he said that General Viola had long^been cpncerned r'rith
' the "bad habitst' iict<ed rrp by yuung officers,invorved in the I'JaT on tetrorisn'

He said yiola felt rmrh li.kg Ganeral Harguindeguy, ti*ro said recentl)' that
terorist tactics had nrbbed.off on sofle meribers of the security forces.
Before assr:rning his present post as interventor, said Basaldtra-, he-nas
No. 2 in the Army fiirance division and rnny tines represented his division
in staff meetingi with Viola. He said Vioia had decreed tEt-, to arnoid
cornrpting infl[errces, lieutenants fighting subtr,ersion rou].d be rotated to
rpre iradltionaL post; after three rmnths wit} the security forces. Yiola
said, according tir gasat&1a, that some )loung officers, as a-result of
becoiring irrvofied in anti-tirrorist operations, Fd !""gre disresfectful of
rnilitarf discipline, had not properly accounted for fwrds gsgd rl-operations
dddepartid lrim the San-l'{aitin code of bonor obsenred by all the armed

servlces,

Regarding the recent break-in at Sernardo Neustadt's offices, Basaldua
sald Neuitadt had toLd the Arrny that he believd tlrat the Navy xas
responsible.

0bsenration: As already reported, Basaldr:a has resigned as intenrentor
and will, Leave Ia Opinion a! soon as a replacefisnt is nmed. It is rorth
noting that drning his sday at the newspaper, he permitted a nurber of
reporters to publish prcrainently signed connentaries supportixg U.S.
human rights policy. He uould not have been abl"e to do this without at
Least tacit approval fmur the Presidernia.
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