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CQGGVEDNVENT PUBLICLY CONDEMNS RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE.

NEVERTHELESS, NEWSPAPERS ACTIVELY CRITICIZE THE

GOVERNMENT IN MANY AREAS AND REPORT THE REMARKS OF
OPPOCSITION POLITICIANS. COVERAGE OF SUCH ISSUES AS
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE DISAPPEARAMCES INCREASED DURING
1980, IN AUGHST A DECLARATIGM SIGNED 8Y 13C PROMINENT
APGENTINES CALLING FOR CLARIFICATION-OF THE -

WHERE A30UTS OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS WAS.PUBLISHED IN

A PROMINENT DAILY NEWSPAPER, MDST FOREIGM PUBLICATIONS
ENTER ARGENTINA WITHOUT CENSORSHIP.

THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES THAT THE PRESIDENT

8E A MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND THE “MAJORITY

CF AQGENTINES PROFESS THIS FAITH. 0OTHER RELIGICNS ARE

REQUIRED TO REGISTER WITH THE GOVERNMENTS ALL BUT THE

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES ARE PERMITTED TO FUNCTIGON, AND THERE
~ARE SUBSTANTIAL MINCRITY RELIGIDUS GROUPS, INCLUDING

A 3C0,C00- 450,000 MEMBER JEWISH COMMUNITY, THE

ARGENTINE JEWS HAVE WELL-DEVELCPED COMMUNITY
URGANIZATIONS, EXERCISE THEIR RELIGICN WITHOUT
RESTRAINTS AND PARTICIRPATE FULLY "IN ARGENTINE ECONOMIC
AND CULTURAL LIFE. THE GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS CORRECT
RELATIONS WITH THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE CF OFFICIAL ANTI-SEMITIC POLICY, ALTHOUGH
INCIDENTS OF ANTI-SEMITISM OCCUR., DURING THE HEIGHT
DF THE “DIRTY WAR' THERE WERE CREDIBLE REPORTS OF ANTI-
ITIC BEHAVICR BY THE SECURITY FLRCES AND PERSECUTION
BF JEWISH PRISGNERS, VIRULENT ANTI-SEMITIC LITERATURE
REMAINS ON SALE IN THE COUNTRY AND DPENLY ANTI-SEMITIC
ATTITUDES HAVE BEEN TOGLERATED IN STATE-CONTROLLED -
TELEVISION, SEeVERAL JEWISH SCHOOLS WERE BUMBED IN JULY
AND AUGUST AND MORE RECzIVED ANONYMCUS THREATS, THOUGH.
THE CULPRITS WERE NEVER FCUND, THE GUVER\ME\T SCUGHT
TO REASSURE AFbEQTIhE JEWS,

UNTIL THE END OF 1980, THE GOVERNMENT CONTINUED TO REFUSE
TO PERMIT THE LEGAL REGISTRATICN OF THE JEHOVAH'S :
WITNESSES, wHT NUMBER APPROXIMATELY 30,000 IN ARGENTINA,
THEIR FRUFEPTIES AND MECTING FLACES HAVE BEEN CLOSED,

IR S

R

DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL

Authority: EO 13526

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
Date: oct 19, 2018




\ oot oz CeeE

AND SOME WITNESS CHILORENHAVE BEEN EXPELLEDFROM

PROVINCIAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS FOR REFUSING TO SALUTE THE

FLAG AND SING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM, THE SUPREME COURT

FAS RULED THAT TWD EXPELLED PRIMARY SCHCOL CHILDREN
SHGULD 2E ALLOWED TO RETURN TO SCHOOL. IN DECEMBER

1950 THE GGVERNMENT REVOKED A DECREE WHICH HAD PRECLUDED
THE JEHCVAH'S WITNESSES-FRUM SEEKING"?ﬁRHAL REGISTRATION.,

SEVERAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, UNITING ACTIVISTS
AND RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED, HAVE PLAYED A
SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN ARGENTINA OVER THE PAST SEVERAL
YEARS. SOME LEADERS OF THESE GROUPS WERE SEVERELY
HAPASSED AND THREATENED IN THE PAST AND SEVERAL
ACTIVISTS DISAPPEARED. 1IN 1980 IT APFEARED THAT THE
ORGANIZATICNS WERE OPERATING IN A CLIMATE OF ENHANCED
SECURITY THOUGH THERE CONTINUED TO 3t OCCASIONAL
HARASSMENT. THE GOVERNMENT IN 1980 REAFFIRMED THE
RIGHT OF HUMAN RIGHTS .CRGANIZATINNS TO CONDUCT THEIR
ACTIVITIES FREELY, AND FRAISED THOSE GRCUPS THAT
DIRECTED THEIR EFFORTS TOWARD HUMANITARIAN RATHER
THAN POLITICAL GOALS. THE *'MCTHERS OF THE PLAZA DE
MAYD'" -- RELATIVES UF DISAPPEARED PERSONS -=- WHO USED
TO ASSEMSLE IN FRONT OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR
IN THE PLAZA DE MAYQ, WERE FCRCIBLY PREVENTED FROM b gl bt o Y
USING THE °LAZA LATEIN 1978, AND IN DECEMBER 1980 A RS LI
OEMONS TRATION BY HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, INCLUDING

RELATIVES GF THE DISAPPEARED, WAS BROKENM UP BY THE

POLICE WITH THE USE COF CONSIDERABLE FORCE. TWENTY=

SEVEN DEMONSTRATGRS WERE ARRESTED.

[ Wy W
A

B, FREED0OM GF MOVEMENT WITHIN THE COUNTRY, FOREIGN .
TRAVEL, EMIGRATION ANOD REPATRIATION "

ARGENTINE CITIZENS ARE FREE TC TRAVEL WITHCUT
RESTRICTION WITHIN THE COUNTRY AND ARE FREE TO
EMIGRATE. MARRIED WOMEN LIVING IN ARGENTINA MUST HAVE
THE PERMISSION OF THEIR HUSBANDS TC TRAVEL ABROAD WITH
THEIR CHILDREN IF THE HUSBAND IS NOT ACCOMPANYING THEM,
THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTIGN PERMITS PEN PRISONERS 10 °
CHOCSE SELF-EXILE. EXERCISE OF THIS ''RIGHT GF OPTION"
WAS DENIED BY THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT UNTIL 1978 AND
SUSSEQUENTLY RESTRICTED THROUGH IMPLEMENTATION OF AN
EXTENSIVE SCREENING PROCESS FOR ALL APPLICANTS. MANY
APPLICATIONS WERE DENIED OURING 1980, EVEN THOUGH THE
AFFLICANTS HELD DOCUMENTS AUTHORIZING THEM TO ENTER
OTHER COUNTRIES, OCF THE-T711 CASES HANDLED THUS FAR
UNDER THE UNITED, STATES REFUGEE PROGRAM, 277 HAVE BEEN
RELEASED. .

ARGENTINA HAS ACCEPTED AB0UT 300 INDOCHINESE AND ELEVEN
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MOST ELEMENTS COF THE DEMJICRATIC POLITICAL PROCESS
cEMAINED LEGALLY SUSFENDED IN 1980, THE GOVERNMENT'S’
DECLARED INTENTION IS TO RETURN THE NATION TO
CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY 3UT 1T HAS NOT ESTA3LISHED

A TIMETABLE FOR REALIZING THAT GOAL. . THE GOVERNMENT,
IN LATE 1979, PROMULGATED A.UPOLITICAL PLAN'' CONTAINING
BPCAD GUIDELINES FOR THE cVENTUAL RETURN OF THE COUNTRY
TO CIVILIAN PULE. 1IN 1980, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF

THE MINISTER CF THE INTERIOR, THE GOVERNMENT BEGAN A
UOIALOGUE™ WITH MAMY OF THE NATIONM'S POLITICAL LEADERS.
3y THE END OF GCTORER, 41 MEETINGS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL
AND 139 MEETINGS AT THE PROVINCIAL LEVEL HAD BEEN HELD.
AMONG THE STATED CSURPOSES OF THE DIALCGUE IS THE
DEVELOPMENT OF LEGISLATION PERMITTING THE RESUMPTION

0F POLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITY. AS OF DECEMBER 1980,
IMFLEMENTING LEGISLATICN HAD NOT BEEN ISSUED ALTHOUGH
THE DIALOGUE WITH POLITICAL LEADERS CONTINUES. 1IN THE

—~MEANTIAE, THE MILITARY JESIGNATED ANOTHER MILITARY
AQPRESIDENT TJ SERVE UNTIL MARCH 1984,

THE GOVERNMENT HAS SUBJECTED MAJOR TRADE UNIONS TO ITS
INTERVENTICN, REPLACING HIGH-LEVEL UNION OFFICIALS WITH
MTILITARY PERSCRNEL, AND PROHIBRITING STRIKES. IN 1976,
AND AGAIN IN MID-1979, DURING PERIOCS OF LA3OKR TENSION,
THE GNVERNMENT DETAINED A NUM3ER OF IMPORTANT LABOK )
LEADERS (ALMCST ALL OF THESE HAVE SINCE REEN RELEASED).

" NEVERTHELESS, STRIXES FOR WAGE INCREASES HAVE OCCURRED,

AND NEARLY ALL HAVE 3EEN SETTLEND WITHCOUT VIOLENCE.

IN LATE 1979, AFTER MCRE THAN THREE YEARS OF STUDY,
THE GOVERNMENT ISSUED A NEW TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION
{AW AND LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR LIFTING THE SUSPENSION

" GE UNION ACTIVITIES WHICH HAS BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE THE

(«.

ARMED FORCES TCOK POWER IM 1976. THE LAW CaLLS FOR
THE DEFINITIVE OISSOLUTION OF THE OULD NATIONAL
CONFEDERATION (CGT) AND OTHER MTERTIARY' ORGANIZATIONS
WHICH HAVE BEEN UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL SINCE 1976,
ALTHDUGH THE LAW MALES NI PROVISICN FOR SUCH TERTIARY
URGANIZATIONS, AN INFORMAL NATIONAL LABOR LEADERSHIP

.
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(. CORTINUES TO CPERATE. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHEN THE
GOVERNMENT WILL LIFT THE SUSPENSICN OF THE RIGHTS 10
STRIXE AND BARGAIN COLLECTIVELY. FROW THE GOVERNMENT'S

: PCINT OF VIEW, THE NEW LaW IS DESIGNED TO INTRODUCE

' MORE GRASSRCOIS DEMCCRACY AND FREEDOM OF ASSCCIATION

FOR THE WOR¥ERS THAN EXISTED IN THE RAST, LABOR LEADERS,

ey

GN THE OTHER HAND, SEE.IT AS AN EMASCULATION OF UNION

PCWEF, AS IT PROSCRIBES ALL POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND

GREATLY RESTRICTS CONTROL OVER SOCIAL FUNDS. THE

= PROCEDUFAL STEPS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW LAW
WILL NOT BE CLARIFIED UNTIL THE MINISTRY OF LA30OR ISSUES

: DETAILED REGULATIONS. THE ICFTU CONDEMNED -THE LAW AS

T A VIOLATION OF UNION RIGHTS. .

- ALTHOUGH ENJOYING MO OFFICIAL STANDING OR RECOGNITION
" T3Y THE GOVERNMENT, SEVERAL LABOR GROUPINGS ARE ACTIVE
~IN MAKING THEIR VIEWS KNOWN. FOR EXAMPLE, THEY OPPOSE
' THE GOVERNMENT'S TRADE UNIGN LAW ON GROUNDS THAT IT
“RESTRICTS FREEDDM DF ASSOCIATION AND THE RIGHT 1O
ORGANIZE AS DEFINED IN CONVENTIONS 87 AND 98 OF THE
./ INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION (ILD) AS RATIFIED BY
" THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMMENT. THEY ALSC OPPOSE THE NEW
LAW'S PROHIBITION AGAINST POLITICAL ACTICN BY TRADE
UNICNS. THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMHISSICN
HAS RECOMMENDED THE REFEAL OR AMENOMENT OF LAWS THAT
PREVENT THE NORMAL DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE UNIONS. THE
[ ARGENTINS GOVERNMENT INFORMED THE CAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
™ THAT IN 1930 ARGENTINA FILED REGULAR REPORTS WITH THE
ILO'S COMMITTEE ON TRADE UNION FREECOH, WHICH HAS NOTED
(- PROGRESS, “ .

4, GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE AND RECORD REGARDING
INTEFNATIONAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION OF
ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS

{

;, IN LATE 1978, THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT INVITED THE INTER-
- AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (TAHRC) TO VISIT .
ARGENTINA. THAT VISIT TOOBK FLACE FROM SEPTEMBER 6 70
¢ 20, 1979. THE COMMISSION MET WITH PRESIDENT VIDELA
“ AND OTHER HIGH-LEVEL CFFICIALS, TOOK TESTIMONY FROM
FAMILY MEMBERS OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS AND FROM FORMER
. PRISONERS, AND VISITED SEVERAL PRISONS AND DETENTION
“ CENTERS. THE IAHRC RECORDED A PAST PATTERN OF WIDE-
SCALE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES, "INCLUDING VIOLATIONS BY THE
; GOVERNMENT REGARDING THE KIGHT TO LIFE, PERSONAL
" SECURITY, PERSONAL LIBERTY, DUE PROCESS, AND FREEDOM
OF OPINION, EXPRESSION AND ASSOCIATION. THE TAHRC ALSO
o+ NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT CCOPERATED
- FULLY'WITK THE CGMMISSION DURING ITS VISIT AND, THAT
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, FREEDOM
; OF PELIGION PREVAILS IN ARGENTINA. IT REPORTED THAT  DEcLASSFEDINFULL
" THERE IS NO UFFICIAL POLICY OF ANTI-SEMITISM, THCUGH  Authority:E013526
IN SOME INSTAMCES JEWS HAVE BEEN THE SUSJECT OFf BI?{-‘OIA&DeclassificationServicesOffices
(. DISCRIMINATION. THE TAHRC FORMULATED A SERIES OF AR otinE0s




RECCMMENDATIONS TO THE ARGENTINE GUOVERNMENT FOR
CDRRECTING THE ABUSES IT HAD OBSERVEQ. THESE '

’ COMMENDATIONS " INCLUDED TRIAL AND PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE

) RESPDNSI3LC FOR DEATHS ATTRI3ZUTA3LE TO THE GOVERNMENT,

+ AN CFFICIAL ACCOUNTING:FCR THE DISAPPEARED EFFECTIVE
IMPLEMENTATION OBF HABEAS CORPUS PRUCEDURES PUNISHMENT .

©  OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE FCR TCRTURE, RELEASE DR TRIAL Of
THOSE BEING HELD UNDER PEN, IMPRGVENENT IN PRISON
CCNDITIECNS, EFFECTIVE GUARANTEES UF LEGAL DEFENSE AND

- DUE #ROC ESS RESTCRATICN OF PCLITICAL RIGHTS, OBSERVANCE
UF TRACE U\ICN RIGHTS, LIFTING OF PROHIBITIONS AGAINST
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, I‘VESTIGATIGN AND PUNISHMENT CF

~ DISCRIMINATION AGAINST JEWS, AND FACILITATING THE
EFFORTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS DRGANIZATIGNS.

'\ ARGENTINA T0OX STRONG. EXCEPTION TO THE COMMISSION'S
“REPCRT. IN ITS 220 PAGE RESPONSE, IT ARGUED THAT THE
- 7 COMMISSION INFRINGED ON THE RIGHTS OF A SOVEREIGN STATE,
‘CLDIU NOT MEET MINIMUM STANDARDS OF JUSTICE AND DBJECTIVITY
AND, RATHER THAN SEEKING TO DETERMINE THE FACTS OF THE
. SITUATION, SOUUGHT TG ESTABLISH ALREADY PREDETERMINED
T EXAGGERATED AND INACCURATE CONCLUSIONS., THE GOVERNMENT
CLAIMED ThHAT THE IAHRC'S REFORT FAILED TD REFLECT AN
UNDERSTANDING TF THE VIGLENCE AND SOCIAL UNREST EXISTING
PRICZ Tu THE WMILITARY'S TAKEOVER NOR DID ITS CONCLUSIONS
REFLECT THE IMPROVED HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION AT THE TIME
UF THE COMMISSION'S VISIT. . THUS, ASSERTED THE GOVERNMENT,
T WHILE ARGENTINA DID MOT SEER TO AVUID THE REPORT®
CRITICISMS AFD HAD WELCOMED THE -CC¥MISSION'S VISIT,
THE REPORT LEFT A FALSE IMPRESSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS )
T CCNDITICNS IN ARGENTINA,

- THE SPECIAL IAKRC REFORT ON ARGENTINA WAS CONSIDERED

= BY THE ORGANIZATION OF 'AMERICAN STATES GENERAL ASSEM3LY
HELD IN WASHINGTON, D.C. NOVEMBER 19 - 27, 1930.
ARGENTINA, IN AN INFORMATIVE NOTE, REPORTED ACTIONS

~  TAKEN IN 193C TO IMPRGVE THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION, °

INCLUDING A GRADUAL DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OF NEW PERSONS

DETAINED BY THE EXECUTIVE, AND A SYSTEM FOR PERIODIC
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REVIEW COF PENDING CASES, IMPROVED PRISON CONDITIONS, i
A DECREASE IN THE NUMBER CF INDIVIOUALS SAID TO HAVE ’
DISAPPZAREN AND OFFICIAL EFFORTS TO CLARIFY THE
CIRCU4STANCES, AN INMCREASE IN JUDICIAL EFFECTIVENESS,
THE DEVCLUTICM CF STATE CONTRCLLEO MEDIA INTO PRIVATE
EANDS, THE REAFFIRMATION OF THE RIGHT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
CROANIZATIONS TO CONDUCT THEIR ACTIVITIES FREELY, :
COCPERATION WITH THE IL0N, AND EFFGRTS TAKEN TO RESTORE
PGLITICAL RIGHTS. THE OAS APPROVED A RESOLUTICN
SPECIFYINGARGENTINA, AS WELL AS FIVE OUTHER COUNTRIES

IN WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS HAD BEEM DISCUSSED

IN EITHER THE TAHRC ANNUAL REPORT QR IN SPECIAL REPORTS,

( SARD LEGED MEMBER STATES THAT HAD NOT YET OOUNE SO TO

t
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—CORKECT REMAINING VIOLATIONS.- ALTHOUGH THE SUBJECT
A0F PRULCNGED DESATE, THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED B8Y
CONSENSUS. ‘ : :

THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON-HUMAN RIGHTS IS CONSIDER-
ING THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA UNDER

ITS CONFIDENTIAL 1503 PRUCERURES. A WORKING GROUP ON
DISAPPEARANCES IS IMNGUIRING INTO CASES OF DISAPPEARANCES
IN ARGENTINA AND OTHER COUNTRIES. THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC) MAINTAINS AN ACTIVE
PEUGRAY IN ARGENTINA, WITH GOVERNMENT APPROVAL, ON BEHALF
OF IMFRISCNED PERSOMS. THE GOVERPMMENT HAS USUALLY
FACILITATED THE EFFORTS OF VARIGUS GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS
SEEXING TO 'INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS A3USE.
NEWSOM
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