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1. FGLL0i^rING I5 THE FINL VERSION 0F THE 1980 HUI'IAN

FISHTS F.EPCRT FOR ARGENTINA. ALL REPORTS ARE EHBARGOE

UNTIL CONGRESS I'!Ar.iES THEI.4 PUBLIC. LIKE LAST YEAR I,IE.
HDPE T0 *E ABLtr TG DISCUSS REP0RT AND 6IVE CrrPY I0
ARCENIINr EXSASSY PRIcR T0 PU5LlC RELEASE AND' AT
Ei"l3tSSYr 5 DISCFETI0I',r FCILLill,,l SAPiE CC'Uft58 IIITH H0ST

GCVEFNi,iEI'iT CFFlCIALS' IH BUENCS AiRES, HCIhEVERI UNDIR
CiRCUT'1ST ANCES I.!AY THE REPOPTS 3E SHU'i^'I.i TO OR DISCUSSED
ITITH GLrA SFFICIALS UNTIL 0ePARTl'1ENT AUTHBRIZfS P0ST T0
S0, DEPARIIIENT DECISI0h'5 0r.j THIS YEARST HCDUS 0PEF:At\D

STILL PENDII(0; I^lE LJILL Il'(F0RM P0ST SD0NEST. ilARDCIPY
TEXT SEING PJUCHED TGOAY.

RIBUTION
INFo

EoP1:',
r r --.i
I L rr T

..flrN?. AEGIN TEXT:

FCR THE PASI 2' YEAPS ARGENTINA HAS EXFERIENCEO CYCLI
CH.A,NGES BEThEEN CIVILiAI'I A}iO MILITARY GOVEFI'IHENTS.

SiNCE 1955 THERE HAVE SEEN SIX CIVILIAN AND SIX MILITARY
FRESIDENTS. BEGINNING IN Le69r vI0LEr,lCE HfiUNTED
STEADILY FFDI,,I THE LEFT AI'ID THEN FROM THi RIGHT A5 GREUPS

hITH tilSELY DIFFE REr*T POL ITICAL 0BJECTIVES Al'lD '
C[I':CFPTIOI{S STRUGGLED FNR PfiHIR. A5 A RESULT OF THiS
viLLEt,CE At'lD rhiST,{AILITYr B0TH CIVILIAT'i ,Al.iD l,tILITARY
GOVIRNI4iNTS HAVE HAINTAINEO A sTATE OF 5IE6i FBR 5OI4E

TIN CF THE PAST ELTVEN YEARS.

AT THE TiilT THT }.IlLlTARY TOOiT CONTRDL OF THE STATE IN
1976 r THE SITUATI0N 1N ARGENTIT\'A HAD DETERISRATE0
SHARPLY. CCURTS, AND POLITICAL LEADEFS \./ERE ii,ITiHiDATED'
lNFLATI0N APPp0ACI-.lED E00 FEFCEhTT .AttD HAI'lY ESSENTTAL

PUBLIC S ERVICE5 I,,lERE OlSRUPTED. TERRORISI,I HAO TAKEI'I
cN BRUAD 0IHENSI0NS: 30MBINGS, R0ESERIES I t(IDNAPPINGS
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MAINTAINING T}i
PRESIDENT 14ARI
coN0REss ! DEPS

YOTE ECOItB14]C RECOVERY

I Ar,,iD ulf i'llrEL Y T0 RE

E STATE IF SIE6E IMPOS
A ESTELA PERBi.I, THE AR

sE9 THE PRESIDEt,IT, AND

AL SPECTRUH NUtIBEqE! S0i'rE 5,000-6 r000
SYI'IPATH IZERS ESTIT4ATED AT AN ADOITIONAL
Ei^,| GBVERNI'lEl'{T FFOYISED T0 RESTIRE

1 EN0 TE?R0RiSH
s T0 RE DEi.'l0cRACY. _

ED Il,i 1974 BY
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MEi'tiERS OF THE SUPREHE COURT. ELECT
GCVERi,,IMENT OFFICIALS 14ERE REPLACED 3
ATiD POLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITIES, INCL
0F ASSEI43LY, WERE PR0l-lIBITE0. H0ST,
SUBJECTED TC GOVERI..I14ENT INTERVENTION
tdERE AAlrl,lED. THE SECUFITY FCRCES .Ei',1

I.,IISESPFEAD CAI.TPAIGN OF ViOLENCE AIHE

PLA IFI ED DI5 APPE.ARANCE S , C

ASSEMBLY FO R HUy'*t.I RI GHTS
AB0UT 5r600 cASES F0R THE
ESTIUATEST HnWEVERT P.Ul'i C
IS SUsSTANTIAL EVIDENCE T

HED
RE

ED
YM
UDI
TRA

FORCEs CLOSED
PLACED ALL
sTATE ANO LCCAL
ILITARY UFFICERSI
NG THE F,IG H T

OE. UNIONS hJERE
}.iI} ALL STRIKES
(E D 0l.t A

T T SRRCRI 5T5
AS l.rELL AS THDSE ELE|'1ENTS 0F S0CIETY THEY C0NSIDERED
suB,vERSIVE. t4Ai\iy *,NnHt'i 0R SUSPECTE0 TERR0RISTST AS i
hELL A5 MANY PERS0NS lllTH t'io SUBVERSIVE RECSRDT
DISAPPEAF.E). HANY OTHERS I,JEPE DETAINED 3Y THE
EXECUTiVE I.,IITH[UT AI.IY SPECIFIC CIiARGE UNDER THE STATE
OF SIE6E POhERS OF THE CCNSTITUTION. IN 1978 SPOKES',"19N
TCR TliE GOVEf?I.]I.IENT AIiNOUNCECI THAT THE I,JAR NN TERRO:ISM
I.,AD BEEN I.{ON. IHE DIHINISHED THPEAT FROH VIOLENCE OF

THE L EFT AN0 RICHT, THE G0VERt,$.lENTr 5 GWN INITIATIVES
TChAPD UETTERIN"G ItlE HLjl'lAN RIGHTS SITUATI0N, AN0 ITS
IItC,qEASII'IG AI^/AfiTNES5 OF INTERNATION,{L CONCERTI OVER
ARGENTINA ' 5 HUMA}'I RIGHTS IH,AOE HAVE CONTRISUTgD TO A

R[OUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF VIOLATIONS.

THE HUMAN FIGHTS SIIUATI0I'l I'N ARGET\TINA Il'lPROVED IN
19tCr ALTr{0UGH SERICUS PR0aLE{5 REt,.lAINED, 140ST
s ER iIusLY, FU]'{0Ar"1rfrIAL, INTE HNATIDTtALLy-RECnGNIZED
RISHTS CIF THT INTEGRITY OF THE PER5ON HAVE BEEN VISLATEO
THRCUGI] THE CONTINUED APPL ICATIDN BY THE SECLIRITY FORCES
OF THE PRACTICE OF DlSAPPEARANCES, ALTHUUGH AT A LEVEL
MUCH L0F,ER THAN SCCURRED IN THE FIRST Tt^10 YEA.RS IF IHE
pRESENT HILITARy REGI!',tE. IN 1980r IHERE HERE 28 0R
I'ICRE REPORTED DISAFP;A.RAI'ICES; AT LEAST !2 HAVE BEEN
CREDiSLY DOCU:4ENTTD. }lOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE TORTURE
AND SUI.1I'1ARY EXECUTION CBT\T II\UE TC BE PRACTICED IN THESE
cASESr - -
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THE MI]ST CI,REFULLY RECORDEB AND DOCUHENTED LISIlF UNEX.
il}1P I LED BY THE PERI'IANEN T
Iti SuEti0s AIREs, 0NTAINS
PERr00" 1976 T0 1979. S0HE

O}.iSIDERABLY HISHER. THERE .,
HAI MOsT OF THOSE PERSONS hERE

ABDUCTTD BY THE SECURITY FORCES ANO INTERROGATED UNDER
TCPTURE, MAI\Y NBSERVERS BELIEVE TI.IESE PERSONS HAVE
EEEN SUI"I14ARILY EXECUTEO. THERE HAS BEEN NO ACCOU},ITING
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ASCUT 8I2OO PERSOI{S HAVE BEEN DETAINEs SINCE L97q UNOER
inr Si'tCrAL EXECUTIVE PCIl,,lERS 0F THf PRESI0ENT tPEN ).
THIs NuMaen xAs BEEN REDUctD. rtr cEQEMaER 19s0 THE
G0VERNl'{tNT AC}i.NOHLEDGED'THAT APPR0Xl}1X.TELY 900 PERSCNS
REMAIN UNSEf PEN DETENTI0N. INCLUDING'TilESE PRlS0NERS,
THE TOTAL NUI{BER OF PER5ONS BEING HELD ON CTHER TI{AN
cRI14rNAL CHARGES T0TALED'AB0UT 1,550, 0F THESt, A8CIUT
600 HAD BEEN TkIED AND CnNVICTED, Ar'ICTHER {O0 l.,rERE IN
TRIAL STATUS, AND ABCUT 5F0.'hi€RE BEII'tG HELD r^TITH0UT

TRIAL ANo/0R CHAR6ESf 50ME t0R MANY yEARS 0R EVEN AFTER
HAVlNG SERVEC THETN STNTENCES.. 6OVERNHENT 

.IGURES

iI.iOICATE THAT THlS YEAR EI3HI NEI{ ATRESTS.WERE 14ADE

UNDiR lHE EXECUTIVE'S SPECIAL POWERS AND 8Bg PERSONS
WE RE REl''1gVED F POI4 PEN CETENTION. THERE CONTINUE TO

EE RELTABLE REPORTS THAT INDIVIDUALS DETAINED AS
susFECTrD TERR0RISTS 0R SUsVERSIVES IRE SUtsJECT T0
FHYSICAL HISTREATtIEi\T DURIN.G INTERR0GATI0N. ;

L.lHE CCNSTITUT]CNAL RIGHT OF CERTAIN KINDS OF DETAINEES
TO CIiOCSE SELF-EX]LE IN LIEU {IF IMPRISONHENT HAS SEEN
CIRCUI'ISCRIbED TI"{RCUGH THE II,IFOSITION I]F A LE},JGTHY
APPLICATIO}'J },ND SCREENING PROCESS. PRISON C[NOITIONS

HAVE IilPFBVED. EARLIER PRABLEI,IS BF SERIOUS MISTREATHENTI
BVERCR0ttDll.rG, LAC( EF HEDICAL TREATT'IENT, IMPRBPE R F00Dr
AI.:D RESTRiCTIINS OI\ VISITS HAVE OII'1II'IISHEO. HOI,{EVEPt
IHER; IS STILL CONCERN CVTR PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURES
Ih TFE PRIST]N5 I"IHICFL MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO SOI'IE FIVE
SUICI OE S THI S YEAR. "
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FTEI,IBER 19?9,- THE INTTR*,AMERICAN .HUI"IAN RIG
SSiCN( IAHRC) VISITED ARGENTIN,\ TC ItwESIIG
S ABUS ES. I1 S 266 PAST REPO RT . PU BL 1 SHEO

DOCUHENTED S'RIOUS VIOLATICINS.OF HUHAN f.I
G THE PERIOD COVEREO BY THE REPORT'(197'.1
ECUl'lMENOED THAT SPECIFIC ACTIONS BE TAKEN
T IN E GOVE RN14 ENT TO PRCI{ETE THE NB 5E RVANCE
S. TI-iE ARGE I'i] II(E GOVERNI'lENT TOOK EXCEPTIO

HTS
ATE
IN
GHT
979

H UTIA N

APPIL
5
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THE
HUHAN
u

(

BY
OF
NT

DR
GIf'l
GHT

ASPECTS IF THE REP0RT i AT IHE SAi"lE Til-,1E 1T REP0RTED
TO ThE CRGANIZATION CF AMERICAN STATES (NAS } THE ACTiONS
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FOR TH
CRIBED
ES, AS

i$t?i,fryiffrffi.ffiffiF$tst,E$.}T$tes
iT HAS TA{EN OR I}ITENDS TO TA(E TO CAKRY EUT I'1ANY OT THE
REP0RTTS REC0I/THENDATI0NS. A RES0LUTI0N REFERRING T0 THIS
REP0RT AS hELL AS T0 ITHEH IAHRC REP0RTS l^rAS AD0PTE0 BY
CCN SE NSUS A FT ER A PRO LONCED I}E3AT E AT THE |\iOVEH3ER NAS
GEI'IERAL AS SEHSLY.

OPPOFTUNITIE S

PEFlAIN CIRCUilS
PAFTY ACTiVITI
CF EXPFESSICN.
NAT13N IS POLIT
THESE RESTRICT
CIAI'i5 AND THE
MENT I S ACT IUit"S
GLrVEF,l.{,llENT'5 D

Al.:0 PRCGRAI'1S,
OPPiJSITIO},i LEA
INCREASIN6LY,
FEKEtTtCES T0 C0
PCLlIICIANS I,JE

THAT THEY HAD
s. F0LiTICAL FART

fro IssuE Trlls
{tTARY DESIGNATE

19Ei-t784, hHI
CSUIiTRY TS ClV
Ei\D 0F 1?80, N

HT]I,./E

ICAL L

IONS W

PRESS
AND P

ECISlO
IIICLUD
DE RS t.
CI\'1LI
IiS ID ER

RE CCC
OVE R5 T
IE 5 LA
YEA H,
DAIIE
LE RE I
I L IA J'],
O DATE

E EXERCISE OF PCIL:TICAL FREE DI]I1S
BY THE PROHIBIIINN ON POLITiCAL
sv!H, AND 3Y LI(ITATICINS 0N FREED0H'

vER, A 0IALUGUE I4I.IH !'tANY CF THE.
EAOERS AIl.IEO ULTII"IATELY AT REHOVIN6
AS SEGUN BY THE GOVERNMENT. POLITI* .

SPOKE'OUT INCfrEASINCLY ON THE 6OVIRN.
LANSr AtiD FUBLIC 0ISSEftT FF0N THE
riS AND OPEN CRITIClSM EF ITS PL]LICIES
IhI6 THE SIATEMENTS AN'.ACTlVITIES OF

hEPE REP0RTED BEGULARLY It'l THE PRESS.
AN LEAOERS. ORGANIZED MEETINCIS AI'ID CON.

NATI0NAL ISSUE 5. AT THE SAHE Tlt'lE,
ASIONALLY OE TAI NEO OI.i THE CROUN DS

EPI}ED TIIE L I}.1IT S OF THE LAl^.I. THE NEW
rJr W,t{ICH THE GGVERNMENT HAD PROIlISEC
IS NOW EXFECTED I}.I 1981. THE T4ILI.
i., 14IL ITARY PRESICENT FOR THE PERIOD
IERATIN6 ITS COMi'IITI.!ENT TO RETURN THE
.DEF'OCRATIC RULE. HO1|lEVER I AS DF THE
HAS EEEN FIXED F!R THAT OEVCLUTION.

TIiE 1980 NOBTL PEACE PRIZE hJAS AI.]ARDED IO A.DILFO PEREZ
E SGUIVEL, SECRETARY 0F lHE PEACE AND JUSTICE t.l0vEMENT,
FOR HIS NOI.t-VIOLEHT AOVOCACY IF IIU14AI'I RiGHTS IN AR6E}iTII.IA
AND ELSE hHERE IN LATINNHERICA. HE WA5 IMPRI SONED IN
L911-1978 FOR HI5 ACTIVITIES.
1. RESPFCT F0R THE -It\TEGRITY 0F THE PE RSCN , INCLU0ING..
FREEDCII,l FRCIl:

A. TO RTU RE

ARTICL E 2O OF THE ARGE}iTINE CONSTITUTIOi{ PROIiISITS
TORTURE. i'105T OBS ERVERS HAVE COI,ICLUOED IHAT TT]RTURE
CCNTIi..UES TO BE PRACTICED IN THE CASES OF INDiVIDUALS'
h]H0
DISAPPEAR AT THE HAI'JDS I}F SECURITY IFFICIALS, AND ARE

PRESUMED OEAD. FORMER DETAINEES HAVE REPORTEO THAT
lCRIUFE, PFACTICED DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF ThE
INT ERR0G ATICI'r, T0B( THE F0Rf'l CF E LE CT RIC SH0Cr( ,
Ir"tMERSrrN 0F THE HEAD IN WATERi t10CK TXECUTI0NS I
SEVERE 3EATINGS, AND PSYCH0L0GICAL ABUsE. REP0RTS
FROIl SO}.1E PEOPLE DEIAI}.IED FOR }.]ATIONAL SECURITY
REASON S OURING f98C i}.iOTCATED THTT PHYS ICAL
MIsTREATHENT CONTINUES TO BE USED DURI}iG THE
INTERRCGATION PHASE. .

B. cRUELT INHUHAN 0R DEGRADITiG TREATt"IENT 0R PUNISHIIENT
r,: i'r: I
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3EFoRE EARLY 1q?9, CCNoITI0 OF I}1PfiI
DETAINED F0R SECURITY REAS0NS l^rERE P00
SERVICES'dERE.PUDI}4EI.ITARY. 1N APHIL 1

DECFEED UNlFORH PRiSON R;GUL!TIONS I.JHI

A 6Et{ERAL IHPRIVEMENT fFi PRISDI'l CONDIY.
CAT;GDRIES OF PRISONERS. !4ANY TIF THE
APPLIE0 T0 ALL RnISnrurnS, In PARTICULA
FCR POLITICAL REASONS AIiD.CONSIDERED B

TC 6T SUSVERSIVE OR DANGEROUS. l^iHILE
REPilT.TEDLY iHPROViD FCR THIS CATE60RY

SNN$ENT FOR THOSE

R ANC I'lEOICAL
9791 THE GBVERNHENT
CH HAVE LED TI]
IONS FBN $OST
REFORl.4S WERE T']ET

R THOSE OETAINED
Y TilE AUTHORITIES
CT}ND I T IONS
FXR A TlI,tE AF TER

THE IsSUAN
THEREAFTER
ViS ITATlON
lgEor A N[

I REDUCE A.3U

\-, iMPFovE ME

I ViS ITS BY

G AI\D EXERCI
lMPFiCVex Eli
ABCUT FSYC
VIEI^J OF TH

SUSFECTED
i,iHEN, IN
TI^,,0 PE T]P L

PA qAGU AY A

:
t
H
s
D

C

5
T
utt
E

E OF THE CECREE, THEY AGAIN DETE,RIORATEO
}1.i.I.IY flF THESE PRISONERS hIERE DEI'IlED

CilI.II'4UNlCATI ON I EXE FC I SE't AND hJI]RK. IN HAY

0ECPEE r/rAS ISSUE0 WHICH tlrtA,5 l)ESIGNE0 I0
ES AI.tD DTSCIPL INARY Me AsURE5 BY PRIS0N GUARDSt
icAL cARE AND pRoVr0E TNCREASEC FAI'lrLY VISITS,
nuliSEL, AN3 ACCESS T0 REApING MATERIAL | 1^l0RK

E. INITIAL REPORTS SUGOEST THERE HAS BEEI.I
1i,l THESE AREAS. HGI,IEVER, C0l',CERN REM,qINS

0Lc0IcAL FRESSURES AFFECTIT.iG pRISCNERS, IN
APPROXII,l AT ELY FIVE SU ICIOT S THl S YEAR.

TERRSRISTS BEihI6 PLACED BEFORE THE CT]URTS

THE PAsTI THEY HIGHT SIHPLY HAVE OISAPPEAREO.
E h.HO FE PNRTEDLY DIsAPPE ARED IN 1980 hE RE

I.I CO}4HUNISTS LlVIN6 CLAI'iDESTIIiELY A5 REFUGEES

ii

l' I

C. OISAPPEARANCES

TIiE }.EGENTI[:T FERMAhiENT ASSEMtsLY t]N HUHAN RIGHTS HA5
RECCIRDEO TI.iELVE REPORTS BF DISAPPEARANCES IN
CIRCUT{STANCES TTHICHINDICATEIIJE VICTIMI^IASABDUCIED
AY THE SECURITY F!RCE5. HUMAN RIGHTS ERGAl..IIZATICII'IS
ALLE0:THATAl-AR0EBi!UHBER0FPEcPLEDI5APPEARED
PER}:APS 2B TR I4ORT. HCST A86EI-\TI}',E 83SERVIRS 3ELIEVE
THAT rrANY CIF TH0sE WHO DISAPPEARE0 HAD ACTIVE LltlK S

10 TEFRORIST OEGANIZATlONS. THERE hERE A.LSO CASES OF

r II{ AR6ENTINA.

AI'lNESTY INTER}''.TIB}IAL AI"iD OT!^IER I"iUMAN RIGHTS
0RGAIiIZATI0NS CHARGE THAT ARSENTII'lE SECURITY FCIRCE5

l

4,

li L

t

t

tli
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PARTICIPATED IN A l/]IOCLY PUBLICIZED DISAPPEARANCE iN

.lur.e 
-iqao cr F0uR ARsENTII'iEs Il'l L ItlA; PEP! ' THE

l,ncixirnr OCvrnxtlENT HAS DENIED ANY R0LE Iti THEIR

D IS AP PEA RANCE

E NCI YET ACCOUNTEO FlR THE PEOPLE

THE.IAST. GCVERNi',tENT SP0(E5MEN_HAVE
BULK OF THE DIS.{PPE.ARED AF'E DEAD.-
TS OF FORI,IER OETAINEES I,JHO REPORT

FELLEt,iS. hIERE EXECUTED I AS ItELL As

THE C0l'iT RARY I M0ST EtsSERVERS ALS0
EAT BULK T.F THT DISAPPEAREO ARE OEAD.

A T9?9 LAI,I SH{]RTEI.iING THE PTRIOD FOR A COURT FINDINO

or- p*Esul''tPTIVE DEATH t{As Altrvtnte n s0ME , lqRS!NlL
HAROSHIPS IFI LE6AL A}.ID FlNANCI.AL MATTERS FOR THE

SURVIVORS OF THE DISAPP'ARED. THE LAW DFEW SHARP

intriclsl'r FRp14 ARGEIiTIt.IE HuHAfi RIGHTS 0RGAUIzATI!Isr-.
RELATIVES I AND THE EUP.0PEAN PA.mIANE|'iT ' 

BECAUSE 0F FEARS

THE COVERNI,IENT I/OULD MlsUSE IT TO CTJDSE ARslTRAR]LI .

CASES OF CI 5APPEARAI.iCES. THERE HAVE BEEI'I ND REPORTS

THAT THE LAh I N FACT HAS AEEN AP,USED BY THE AUTHORITIES '
THE OOVEFNHENT HAS NNH EXPLICITLY RESTRICTED THE TEFHS

NF THE LA.!TJ TC ASSURE'AGAINST POTENTIAL OFFICIAL i'{ISUSE'
uiHE ir,rrr'n-lneRICAN Hul',!AN RIGHTs C0HHISSIcN IN ITs 1980

nl REFIRI HAS REC0t'tMEl.]DED THAT AR0ENTINAT T0 PREVENT NEI^l
(} 0iSnpprainXCrS, sHcULD CREATE A CENIR/.L REoISIER 0F

DE TAI NEE 5 .

D. ARBITRARY ARREST AND IMPRISONI'!ENT

THE ARDENTINE CiltiSTITuTIsN, lx ARTICLE 23' ESTABLIIIEL
.THE POWEE 3F THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TI] OETAI!'I AND HULD

PRISONERS UIIDER A STATE OF SIEGE (hIHICH HAS BEEN 1N

EFFECT SINCE Tq74), THE POKE,qS DERIVED UNOER THIS

Fni,vrs I0N, As w.ELL As THt FqI!0I'iE!q !F.!0 UN0ER ITs
lullrOnlfVi l,pr 0fTEN DESCRIBED t^,ITH THE ADJECTIvE P[t{r

l
THE AUTHORITiT S HAV

1,;H! DlSAPPEARED IN
SUOGESTED THAT THE

NOTIi\G THE STATEI'1TN
THAT MUST CIF THEIR
LAC,{ N F EVl DE},ICE TO

BELIEVE THAT THE 6R

THi 5PA}IISH ACRONYM FOR T
( F[DT F TJE CUTIVN IIAC IONAL
t'r0 EXPLICIT TII'tE LIt'4IT FCI

PEN P!hERS. THE SUPREIlE
OF LOhER CfrUFT DECISIONS
UNS Ul STAt'TTIATED CHARG ES

A5 SUFFICIEIiT OROUI'iD5 FO

5OI'tE PEiI PRI SOI(ERS HAVE

HE NATIilNAL EXECUTIVE POHER '
}. THE CCINSTITUTION PLACES

R H0LDIt'iG PRIS0NERS Ul'rDER THE

COURT. OVERRUL II;G A NUMBE R

UAS ACCE FTED SPOAO AI.ID

F ASSSCIATION WiTH SUBVERSION
iNDEFI NI TE PEN f}ETiNTION '

E,EII IN JAI L I,'ITHBUT CHARGE

UDING A SIGNI F ICAI'rT NUMAE R

i

t

I

(, t
0
R

Bf
F.] R S EVE RAL Y E ARS IN CL

niiaixED BEFoRE' 1975.

SIt'iCE 191+, 3, 200 FE RS0NS ACCUSED BF TE RRORI SH CIR

SUBVERSION,HIVN 3EEN CETAIIT'ED UNDEF THE SPECIAL
TiECUTiVT PO',^IER5 8F IHE PRESIOENT. BY OECE}IBER 1980,
THOSE HELD ON OTHER THAN COI'lI4ON CRIHII\AL CHAR6ES

T0TALLED A30UT 1t550. 0F THESE, ABUU.T 5q0 HAO BEEN

rnleo-lilO C0NVICf e O IN I'IILITARY.0R CIvILIAh: C0URTS I

iT[r.1,i[,,;i i i "
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ANBTHER 400 WERE IN TRIAL STATUS, AND ABQUT Et0 14E RE

BEINC HELD tjlTHCIUT TRIAL Atio/0R CHARSES, 50r"!E F0q HANy
YEAPS NR EVEN AFTER HAVING SERVEO THEIR SENTENCES.
Tt{E HINISTER pF,INTERI0R 5AID 30J ARE BEING HEL0
1^'ITHOUT CHARGES. IN DECEMBER 1980 THE GOVEFI.iHENT
ACKNilhLEDGEC ThAT APPRIJXIMATELY 9OO P€RSCNS REI'1AIN
UNDEP PEN DETENTION. THE ARGENTINE GOVERI{I'IENT
INFCf;I'IED THE O AS 6E;.IERAL AsSEI'I3L Y THAT IN 1980 E IGHT
PERS0NS -t''ERE DETAIIiED Ul.lDER PEN P0l,,EFS; UF THESI r SIX
hEPE REFiRRED TO NORMAL JUDICIAL PROCEDURES AND fWO
hEF(E REL EASED UNOE F PAROLE CONDITIOI'I5, THE OOVERN14EI.iI
HAS 5ET UP A SYSTTI.l TO REVIEN PERINDiCALLY ALL PENI)ING
cAS ES r ANO ,388 pERSDNS hE RE REMOVED F R0M pEN 0E TENT ioN
IN 198C. THE lNTERNATIONAL CBM'lITTEE CF IHE RED CROSS

. HAS iIAII'ITAINED A REGULAR PROGRAI,l OF PRISOII VISITS.
f.
. E. DENIAL OF FAIR PUBLIC TRIAL
I

o pERSnns AccusE0 cF suBvERSr0N CIR TERRsRIsr,l r,tAy BE TRrED
IN EI THE R CIVI LIAN CR I.IILITARY COUFTS. ClVI LIAN CCURTS
F0LL0l.J ARGEtITIt'jAr S CUST0HARY LECAL FRITVISiCNS REGARDING
0PEN Ai!D FAIR TRIALS. ARGEF:TINE LAt^lr' H0r"iEVER, REOUIRES
l{RITTEN RATHER THAtj UFAL TESTIM0ti'y, s0 THAl "tlpEN HA5
A DIFFERTNT YEANIT'JG ,ANO DIFFE RENT CONSESUEIJCES FROH
THOSE 1N BTHER LEGAL 5YSTEI,I5. IHE LAW PRIVIDES THAT
THE CiVILIAN CfiURTS ARE INDEPEI{CENT, BUT THE PRE SSURES
ACC[f{P,A,'rYIhlG TRIALS INvCLVIt']G sUBVE RsIEN AI'jD TERR0 RIsl.t
Hl.VE t"IADE ]I DIFFICULT FOR lHE COURTS TO MAII.ITAIN
INDEPTNDENCE. MILITARY IRIBU}.iALS, BEF!RE hlJiCH CiVILIANS
MAy.1E TpIEDT CoNnUCT THElR PR0CEEDINGS iN SECRET.
THE DEFENDANTSHAVEACCESS ONLY TT A I.lILITAHY DEFENSE
CCUI'iSEL hHD I S USUALLY NOI A LAWYER. DEFET';DAI.iTS LEOALLY

I.IAY TE.{EPT UTIIIAARE IF TIJE EVIDENCE AGAINST THE},I II'i
BSTH M IL ITA,RY AI,,ID CIVIL IAN PROCEEOING S. THE T,RGENTINE

9!yIlryri!liil Ii.; rTs REp0RT T0 THE 0As cE NERAL AssEt.lBLyf
STAIED THAT IN 1980 15? PERSI]I'I5 L'.IERE SENtrENCED FER
CRIMES RELATED T0 TERR0F.ISl,l i L54 SENTET\CES WERE HANDED'
DCt^Jt\ BY CIVILIAN CCUPTS AND IHREE 3Y HILITARY C0URTS.
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t1 W W
EIIERALLY HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT TO
h-ITH TERRoRISH CR SUBVERSI0N,
ftEPRISALS. THE NEI,I YORK CirV

C'rdING ITS VI sIT T0 ARGENTINA IN
THAT II.i L975.19?8 SOI.IE LA14YERS

ETAINED iF THEY DEFENDED CLIENTS
HIIH THE GDVFR\MENT. OVTR THE
t^/yERs DI sAppranEn 0R hiERr DETAT.NE0
"II APPEAPS TI.lAT'THE PRCFESSION

URELY THAI! IN THE PAST.

T}iE IiiDEPENOEI\CE TF THE cOURTs Is PROVIDED FOR IN THecnNsIITurIClt. IN 1976' HnUJEVERT THE GnvEF.hiHENT REpLAcE0AtL ilEI'1?,ER5 OF THE SUPREI'1T CNUNi A}ID REHGVED A, NU},IBER
CF JU)GES IN LTII.JEE.COURTSI TH!UGH lOST }JERE RETAiNED.
THE CCURTS HAVE OFTEN UPUiI-D EXECUTIVT INTEfrPNET*tiOrISilF LAh/5 Alrs 0F THE c0NsTITUTI0ti, iND THEy HAVE NOT
SUCCESSFULLY CLARIFIED THE FATE'OF ANY OF THE
DISAPPEARAiICES BRI]UGH.T TO THEIR ATIENIIOIi. Hn,,{EVE n,-'r]IF.R.E_iJAyE SEEii rfisTA[icEs,/,iHtN THE C0uRTs succEssru[lv

;!!{LllNqED GovEFNr'1ENT ACTT0NS AND rNTERpneiliioNi cF-*ils Pui'JFRs. Ill 1950r THE SUPREME ccUHT nRTERED THE
CI]UFTS TO II'IVESTIOATE DISAPPEARA.i\CES FULLY ',iHEI{ THiNEIs EvIi)ENCE st,sGEsTING GBvERNf4ENT F0RCEs l,tAy Hr,vE griN
INVCLVED. IT REMAII'iS TI BE SEEI.I hI{ETHER IHE LOI./ER CNURTSI^{ILL B E EFFECT IVE IN CA RRYIN G BUT THE sUPRE TIE COURT I5DIFTCTIVE. TH:1930 REPORI OF IHE IIiTER-AI"IIRICAN ITUNNruRlGHTS CO.'1MIS5ION RTCIMI.,lENDS SPECiFIC HEASURES T6 ASSURE
LEOAL DUE PPOCESS GUAFAI.ITEES.

F. IIIVAS]trN BF THE HOI,IE

THE 5ANCTIIY OF THE I.{OilE HA5 
'*OO'TIOI.iALLY 

BEEN
PROTECTED 3Y AFGENTINE LAW, CU5TOI..I , AI.ID PRACTICE. THE
SECtTPITY FriRCEs r Hcrr,EVER, HAvE 0FTEN vI0LATED THAT
SANCTITY DURII.IG THEIR INTI-TERRBRIST A},iD AI,{TI.SUBVERSIVEcPERATicNs, AvATLA3LE'1NF0FMATr0,\ suGcEsTs THAT 

-

VI0LAIInN 0F THE llCl'1ErS SANCTITY STILL 0CCURsf A.LTH0UcH
THE I']UI,I8ER DF INSTANCES APPEARS TO HAVE ONOPPEO STTAAFIY:r\ 19 E0 .

LAI,IYERS IN THE PAS T
DEFEND PEOPLE CHAR6E
FiARINT IiAFASSF,IENT O

BAR ASS0CIATI0l.i, F0L
APRrL 1979, C0NCLUoE
DiSAPPEARE' flR '1^/E RE
T,f'ID CAUSES UITAPULAR
PAST Tl^r0 YeARS, l,,lD L
F!R SUCH REAS0NS, AN
IS CPEFATII']6 NOR€ SE

G
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F HTCENT YEARS 5OU6HT TCI
O F TOTAL CE NT RA L OOVTRTiH E

10.1 PERCENT hIENT TC EDUCAT
C HEALTH AhD +.' PERCEIJI TO
70-?9 rdAS 59 FER l roCO eiRT
4 YEARS. THERE I5 ONE PHYS

979
A TED
THE

l.,lT.
I0N,

HOUSJNG.
HS.
ICIAN :
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DECLASSIFIED IN FULL .

Authorig: EO'13526
DIA FOIA& Declassifcation Services Offices
Dafe:6,s119,2616

l,

2, GBVERNI,IENT POLICIES RELATIN6 TB THE FULFILLHENT
CF SUCH VITAL NEEI]S AS FOOD, SHELTER, iCITIH CARE AND
EDUCATION,

ARCENTINA ENJOYS A HI6H STANDARO OF LIVIN6. IN 1
PER CAPIIA INCOME IIT CURRENT DOLLA RS WAS AN E STIM$3r400r AND ARGE'l{TINE G0vERNMENTs HAvE -- i.jITillNr : EC0NLiM IC C0NSIRAINTS 0
CO I.. F RO I'JT SS CI,A L NE EO S .
EXFEI;DITURES IN 19?9,

( THhIEE PE RCE NT T0 pUJL I
INFA.NT TlORIALITY II\i 19
LIFE EXPECTANCY IS 69.

( FlR EVERY 530 PERS0NST

(W
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110.iN19?89\PEFCENT0FTHEADULT.P0PULATIcNl{AS
ARGEN IiNA Tn DATE C0NTINuES T0 i'lAt{TAIN CL05E T0 FuLL
EHPLOYHET'iT. OFFICIAL UNEHPLOYI'1ENT IN AFGENTINA NAS

T1,,0 PERCENT IN 198C, ALTH0UGH S0iqe 0BSE RVERS BELIEVE
ThAT THE RE IS'-S0l'1E HItIDEN UNEI'4PL0Yt't;NT. ,lRGEl'iTINA 'HAs

TRAOITlOI'IALLY EI.iJBYEO RELATIVELY EOUAL OiSTRIBUTiON "

OF INcOHE ALTHOUGH IT HAS BECOME L:SSTEQUNL IN RECENT.
YEAFS, iN F!.RT AS A FESULT i-F GOVENNt TNT PIJLIClES
OESIGNED TO REDUCE INFLATIIN A}'IO REVlTAL IZE THE

ctuNrRy' s PR0ft,ucT IvE sECi'oR. T0t^,ARD THAT END r THE
G0VEt{N,''1ENI }1AS v,ADE AN EFF0RT T0 0PEN THE EC0N0F'lY TII
ExTEt{l'lAL C0FlPETITI0N SY L0WERING TARIFF FR0IECII0N I
RECUCING sUBSI)IES r ANO LI]''{ITING STLTE Il'iVII.LVEMENT IN
IHE EC0N0t'4Y, THESE pTLICIES,-t{HICH. GREAILY INCRESED

. IMPIIRTS AN0 DISCflURAGED EXP0RTS, HAVE RECEtTTLY RESULTE0
\ntru A NUHBER 0F BANKRiJPTcTES, BELT-TIGHTENTNS F0R Lnt^lER

I nno s014E MI0DLE-It'icnME GR0uPsr AF,D 6Fot^tING clt'lPLArt\Ts
Arnci'1 THE pRIVA.TE sEcToR. THE'Ec0N0My I s cuRREt'ITLY rN

A PERIO} OF FEgUCE} 6RNWTH. lNFLATICN CCNTINUES TC
DECLINE 3UT I5 STILL HIGHr ftUl'iNIt\G AT AB0UT 90 PgRCENT

FtjR 1960, PARTLY BECAUSE 0F 0ELIBERATE G0VERNI'1ENT P0LICY
II I.iAII.iTAI}T FULL EMPLOYMENT AND TC PROVIDE STIBSTAI.ITiAL
INCREASES IN REAL hAGES OF PUALlC SECTtiR EI'tPLOYEES OVER

THE PAST SEVERAL YEA Rs . THIS HA S CONTR]AUTED TO UP'/ARD
FRTSSURE ON I.IAGES AND PRICES THROUOHOUT THE ECONOtlY.

EDUCATION HAS EEEN FREE ANO IS I,JIOELY AVAILABLEI THOUGH

TI.iE GUVE RNHENT IS I'IO1,i MOVING TO REAUIRE TUITIBN FOR

uNrvERSlTY-LEVEL EDUCATI0I.I . GoVERNMENTT PRIVATE Al{0
TRADE UNION I'IEDICAL CARE PRC6RA}'1S 1'1AKE TREATI"IENT
AVAILA3LE ANO AFFOROAALE TO HOST OF THE POPULATIONT -

PROPERTY OhNEFSHIP AND TRANSACTION IS A RIGHT OF

C]TIZENS. IHTRE IS A SERIDUS HOUSlNG. SHfrRTAGE IN
ARGENTINA, MCST NF IT ATTRIBUTABLE TO NC!'l-DEFUNCT

LEOISIITTOI.I THAT SUSTAII\EO REI.IT CONTAOL GUIDELINES,
THE TAX SYSTEM IS PRO6RESSIVE AND TAX COLLECTIONS ARE,

ii r
{t: '-: i :
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IhCPEASINGLY EFFI CT]VE, THCUGH COHPLIANCE
PROBLE},1.

RE MAI NS A

ARSENTITiE 
'{CHEN 

GE[:ERALLY ENJ3Y EAUAL JURIOICAL STAIUS
I^JITH MEN. I{OMEN I S RICHTS ABE NOT A CONTiNTII]U5 ISSUEil'' ARcEi'TIINA'- AS J[3s Al'jD EDLICAT]0NAL 0PPCRTUNIIIEs.
ALONG i4ITIJ SUPPORT SYlIEMS TI-iAT FACITITATE TIlE '
S II'IULTAN EOUS HAI']OL II'{G N
AT LEAST IN UPBAN AREAS
PEOHI3IT ED II'] EDUCAT ION
TfiADITION AI'JD SOCIAL CIJ
FAFTICIPATI!I'i iN THE I.JS

F JO8 AND FAYI'1.Y, ARE AVAILABLE,
. 5 EX DI SCRIIII NATION I5., P0LITICS, AND Et4PLilY'"1ENT.
510},1S STILL L:HIT hOYENIS
RK FO RCE.

(

3 RESPECT, FOR CIVIL ANO PELITICA,L LIBERTIES, INCLUDINO:

A. FREECO14 CIF 5PIECHI PRESS,,RELIGIOI.i A}ID ASSEI'IBLY
TllE AR6Er\iTIl'iE c0NSTITUTI0N pR0vIDES F0R THEsE FREEcBMs rBUT THEY HAVE ETEN CIRCUMSCRItsED SINCE THE I14POSITION
OF THE STATE IF SIEGE IN T974. IN 19s0, EXERci.. or
FREEDOY OF SPEECH ANIO ASSEMELY EXPAFJDEO; ALT}.ICUGH
POLITICAL LEADERs STILL RIST. ARREST IF iHEY OVERSTEP

., THE uNcERrAIr'i AN) uf{)TFINED Bcutrcs 0F PERl4ITTED
- POLITICAI ACTIVITY,{ND SIATTMENIS. CIVILIAFi POLiTICALf lr,aDERs rN 198o c0l',riENTE0 ririus'iveLi-0N TH:- GCVEoNT'1ENT ' s F0LlT ICA.L 0iAL06UE, 0N ITS FR0Y:SE T0 IssUE

A I.JEi.J LAI"i iiHICIl i"JILL ALLBI.J POLIiICAL PARTiES TC
REORGANIZE AND RENEI,{ THEIR LEADEFSHIP. AI,IO t]Ii OTHER
GCVERNHENT PDL ICIES AI{D ACTIONS. INC(UDED AIlNNS THE
LATTER I,{ERE THE EcCIN0l"trc sITuATrSN AND HUHAtt RIGHTs
I5stJEsr INCLUDING Acc0UNTING FUR THE DIsAppE,tRED. 0N
THE DTHER HAI'i3r HEETII{GS CF FARTY LEADERS ARE SlttETIt.lES
PF,OHi3ITED CR DISRUPTEO 3Y THE POLICE AND THE
FARTICIPANTS DEIAiNED' USUALLY FOR BRIEF PERIODS, A
REGIilI'iAL P0LrTicAL LeADeR RECENTLy t^tAs ARREsTED FoR
VlOLATING THE OOVERNI'{ENT' 5 BAN ON POLITICAL PAi?TY
4qIIyIJy, AND A sEt:IBR NATTCNAL pOL TTICAL LEA0ER r,{A5
OETAINE? AND iJUTSTINNED AFTER HEREPORTEDLY CRITICiZ'D
T}"iS ODVEFNi.IENT. T}.{E RIGHI DF AS SE-,1BLY FOR POLITlCAL
6ROUP5 HA5 BEEN SUSPEI.,IOED SINCE MARCH T916 ALTHi]UGH. t

As NGTED ABCIvE, THE GOvERNMENT HA5 pERr"iITTE0 A oraorjnl
IF.CREASE OF ORGANIZED POL ITICAL ACTIVITIE 5 BY
ESTA3LISHED POLITICAL PARTIES. HARXIST PARTIES TO THE
LEFT OT THE COI1MUNISTS HAVE BEEN BANNED.

THE PRESS iS NOT LEGALLY SUBJECT TO PRIDR IFFICIAL
CEI.ISil RSH I P EXC E PT FO R MORAL CONT EN T. HOI^IEV€ R ;

6CVERN},IENT-II'lPOfrO_CUIDEL]NE S RESULT IN SELF-CENSORSHiP.
TI]E ARGENTINE PUBLISHERs I AssOcIATIcN, ,AFTE R iiJ-INrIuirHEETlI';S Iil 1980, I55UEO * STATEI,lENT TiAi,.IT Is
IMPOSSI3LE TO STATE THAT PRESS FREEDOI4 EXISTS INARGtNTII'lA.r' Il,i IHE PASTr JCIURNALiSTS HAVE BEEN AM0NG
THE ARCENIINES WHO OISAPPEARED. SOME ARE CURRENTLY
UNDER DE TENTION. THE COVERNI,IENI HAS INTERVENED OR
CONFISCATED A NUMBER uF NEI4SPAPERS, N0TABLY LA 0PItiI0N.

i"
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i . NEVERTHELTSS r NEWSPAPERS AcT iVELY CRITICIZE THE

GOVTRhIMENT IN HANY AREAS ANO REPORT THE ftTI''14 R(S OF

DPPCs lTION P[LlTICIANS. CSVERASE NF SUCH lSSUE5 AS
{ IiUHAN RI6HTS.AF:D THE DISAPPEAaAfiCtS INCREASED 0URING

I980. I N AUGIJ ST A DT CL ARATICI'! 5I GNED 8Y 180 PRO UII.IENT
ApGiNTiNES CALLINS F0R.tLARiFICATI0N.SF THE

r HHERiA3CIUTS 0F DISAPPEARED PERS0NS WAS. PUBLiSHED IN
,{ PFUMINENT DAILY NEI,ISPAPER. MOST FOREIGI.I PUBLICATIONS
ENTER ARGENIINA'/',IIHOUI CENS0RSHIP.

(
TI"tE,.RGENTINE CONSTITUTICN REQUIRES THAT THE PRESIDENI
BE b, HEI'!BER OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND THE ''lAJCRITY, CF AqGENTINES PREFESS THIS FAITH. NTHER RFLICIONS ARE
REOUIRED TCI FEGISTER t.,llTH THf 00VEFa\.lMENT; ALL BUT THE
JEI"ICVAHtS I,{ITI.;ESSES AF'E PERI'-IITIED Tt] FUI,ICTIOI.i, AND THEFE

. .--AHE SUESTANTIAL HlT]ORITY RELIGIOUS GRNUFS, 1I'iCLUDII.IO

I A 3C0 r000-q6at 000 i'lEt43ER JEhtISH C0l'lHUNIIy, THE

i GtvEqt{rrENT pugLICLy cCINDEMNS EELIGICUS pREJUDICE.

ARGENIIIIE JE'.IS HAVE HELL-DEVELOPTD COMI.,IUNITY
IRGANIZATIONs, EXEPCISE THETR RELIGICN'JITHOUT
RESTRA.II\ITS ANO FARTICIPAIE FULLY IN AFIGET.iTINE ECONTIMIC
AND CULTUfrAL LIFE. THF GOVERNHETlT MAII.TTAIiTIS CCRRECT
RELATI0NS'r"ITH THE JEhTISH COMt'tUNITY AND THERE I5 N0
EVIDEI'ICE CF TIFFICIAL AI}TI-5TMlTIC PCILICY, ALTHOUGH
INCiDENTS OF AI.,II-SEI,1IT15I.1 OCCUR. DURING THE HTi6HT
0F THE 'rDI RTY l,lAR" THERE l^IEtlE CREDIBLE REP0RTS 0F ANTI-
SeMITiC BEHAVISR BY THt SECUFITY FIRCES At\0 PERSECTJTI0N
DF JEh'I5H PRISTINE RS. VIRULEi.iT Ah'11-5EHITIC. LITERATUIIE
PEYAINS DN SALT IN THE COUNTRY AND ilPENLY ANTI.SEHITIC
ATTlTU}E5 HAVE BEEN -TOLERATED 1N STATE.CiJNTR'3LLED
TELEVISION. SEVERA.L JEl^IISH SCHOOLS l.JERE 8DM,3EO IN JULY
AND ,{UGU5T AI.J! IlORE REC;IVTD Af'iSNYi-lCU5 THREATS. THOUGH
THE CULPcITS'rlERE l.rEVER FGUNDT IHE G0VERi\iHENT 50UGHT
TO R;ASSURE AFGEI'ITINE JEI^Js.

,, ,::
i".t

t,.

UI{T IL TH E END I]F 1gBC, THE GCVE PNHENT CONTlNUEO TO REFUSE
TO PERI,IIT THE LEGAL REGISTRATiCN OF IHE JEHEVAHIS I

kITNESSE!, i".Hr t;Ut"1BEF AppRoXlr'lATELy 30r000 IN ARGENTINA.
THEIR FR0FEpTIES AtiD l'lEETING FLACES HAVE BEEN CL0SED'

' 't'; . tl , -{t,:. ,.,: i,ti:::
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A.ND SOI"IE WI TNE SS CHILDRENHAVE tsEEN EXPELLEDFROM

PROVINCIAL SCHOOL SYSTEHS FOR REFUS I.N.C TN sALI.ITE THE

FLAG AN3 SING THE NATIONAL AI'JTHEi4. THE SUPREHE COURT

PAS RULED THAT TWO EXPELLEO PRiH^RY sCHOO L CHII-DPE N

SHilULD.qE ALL.Oh'ED TO P,ETURN TI] SCHOOL. IN OECEi{3ER
1950 THE GIVERNI,IENT REVOKED A DECREE hHICH HAO PRECLUDED

THE JEHCVAHf S l^rITttESSEg,FRnH SEEKIN6'f.BRltAL RECISTRAII0N.

sEVERAL HUr,lAN RIcHTs 0R0ANIzATICItts' urirr,.'o orrrurrx
AND RELAIIVES 0F THE 0ISAPPEAREDr HAVE PLAYED A

S IOi']I F ICANT ROLE 1N ARGENTINA OVE R THE P

YEARS. 50i4E L EADE FS 0F THE SE CRoUPS 'IER
l-IAP.ASSED Al'tD THREATENED IN lHE PAST AND

ACTIVISTS DI5}.PPEAIiED. IN 1930 IT APPEA
ORGT\NIZATICNS hERE SPERATING IN A CLII'1AT

SEVERAL
EVERELY
ERAL

THAT THE
F ENHANCED

EL I,JI THC U T

ARE FREE TO
ARGENTIN,{ MUST H,r{VE

IRAVEL ABROAD h'iTH
T ACC0i4PAt\YING THEr'i.
PEN P,qI5ONERS TO I

S 'tRIGHT OF OPT ION"
T UNTIL 19?B AI'iD
LEI-4E NTATIT]N OF AN

APPLICANTS. MANY
OI EVEN THOUGH THE
NG THEI'1 Ttl ENTER
HAl.lDLE0 THUS FAR
6 R,qM | 217 HAVE BEEN

AST
ES
SEV
REd
E.0

S ECUEITY THL1UGH THEPE CONTIHUED TI AE CICCASIONAL
HA.RASSMENT. THE Oi]VERI'iHENT IN 1980 REAFFIR}tED THE

FICHT OF HUFIAN RIGHTS.OfrGANIZ.{TIDN5 TI] CONDUCT THEIR

\ acTIVITIES FREELY, AND FRAISED THCSE. GRCIUP5 THAT

^lotnECTE, THEIR EFF0pTs Tnt"tA,Rti HUr'IANITARrAN RATHER :

a'THRI'i pnliTIcAL G0ALs. THE "MGTHEFS 0F THE PLAzA DE

6! Nr,vO" RELnTIVES 0F nISAPPEARED PERS0lls -- WHC USE0

TO ASSEXELE II"i FRONT CF THE \INISTRY IF THE INTERINi]
1t'; Tl"lE PLAZA DE I''lAY0, 'rERE FD RCIELY PREVENTE0 FR0M

usING THE PLAZA LATEIN 19?8, AN0 Il.l DTCEfIBER 1980 A

DEfICNSTRATi!N BY HUMAN qIGHTS ACTiVISTS, INCLU0ING
. RELATIVES UF THE DISAPPEARE0r WAS BRoKEi\: UP BY THE

PNLICE I.,IITH THE USE GF CENSIDERABLE FORCE. Tl/i.ENTY'
SEVET\ DEt{0t':SIRATGRS l^rERE ARRESTED'

B. FREED0i.,t 0F M0Vgl'lENT l^JITHlN T-HE C0UNTRYf F0REIGN
TRAV;L , EI{IGfiATION ANTJ RE PATRIATiON

AR.3ENT II!E CITIZENS ARE FREE TO TRAV
FESTRICTION I{11HI}i THE CCUNTRY AND
EHIGRATE. l.4AFRIED ,,J[HE N L IVI}iG IN
THE PERMlSSION OF THEIR HUSBANDS T[
TtiEIR CHiLDT,EN iF THE HUSBAND I5 NE

THE ARGENTII':E CBt'iSTITUTI0N PERI'IITS
CHOOSE SELF.EXILE. EXERClSE OF THI
hA5 DE NI ED BY THE CU RRENT 6OVERNi'lEN
SUDSEGUEI'ITLY RESIRICTED THR0UGH IHP
EXTENSIVE SCREENITI6 PROCESS FOR ALL
tTPPLiCATI0NS hiERE CE NIEC 0URING 198
AFPLiCANTS HELO DOCUI'4ENTS AUTHURlZI
OTHER COUNTRIE S. CIF THE . 71 1 CASE 5

UI\DER THE UNITED 5TATE5 REFUG!E PRO

RELEASED.

ARGENTINA HAS ACCEPTED ABOUT 3OO INOOCHINEsE AND ELEVEN

CtJBAti REFUGEES.
,

FREEo0H T0 PARTICTPATe'tru rHr'
,,1]
l, i ';', '-i: r

]:ri
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HOST TLEI'4Ei,iT5 CF THE DEYSCRATIC POLfTTCNI'PROCESS

,QEHA,II. i TECAI.iV 5U5FEI':DE9 iN 19SO' TIE GOVERNI{ENT'5'

CECLAREil iNTENiiNX iS TO RETURN THE NATIOIi TO

c0NsTITUTI.JN;l'lerqrcnlcv 3uT IT ilA5 N01 ESTA3LTSHED

A TlMETABLE rnn ntar-IZIN6 iHli coAL ' TIE G0VERNMEi\T 
'

IN LATt 1979r pR0i4uLGLTED a;;polirtcnu PLAt';" c0NTAININC

BPItAtr TUIDEr.ir'rri-iON-iUC TVTITUAI RETURN OF THE COUNTRY

T0 cIvILIAN nUie .'-rr't 19qg, uNDER THE LEADERSHIP 0F

THE I"lINISTER TF-iHE ILITERidF, THE GOVER}iTlENT SEGAI'I A

,,D1tr.10suE,, wtiH i4Ab'y 0F .THe UlriEI'' s PqLITICAL LEADERS.

ay THE IND li'ociij"tol qi-r'rEeiixcs AT lHE NATI0I'lA'L LEVEL

Ar.lD 1ie urr rINCi ar rnr pnovir'ril n.i LEVEL HA0 BEEN HELD.

AI-'IONG THE SiIiTO ,CURPOSES OF THE DIALO6UE i S THE

DEVELOPMENT ;i-i ECisLAT lNN PERTIITTING THE RESUI'4PTINN

0r p0LrTrcAL rlniv lcrlvttv. As DF DEcEt4BrR 1980r

II.1FL:I,1EhTII,{G LTCiSLATIONI.HAO I'OT BEEN ISSUED ALTHOUGH

naTFi[ DIAL0GUE lriii"pofrrICAi-LEADERS CoNTItiUES' IN THE

tlii-?i;;;"i;E |.'tiLrTARy sEslcNATED AN0THER T"TILITAnY

r;R;sioeNi rc sERvr UNTrL l4t'RCH 1e84'
L

THE CNVERNI"IEi',II HA5 SUBJECTEO ilAJOR TRAOE UNION5 TO 1T5

It':TiFVil'lTIfi,jlFEPLAcIh.gIrcx.reveLUNIEN0FFIcIALShlTH
|,irLITARy pEF.ingrrl;-lNo prinHrEITIl(G-STRIKES, IN 1e?61

Ar\0 A0ArN roi'iiililiir6',"oitRiNG-PE RI0cs BF LA30R TENs r0N 
'

THEG|]VERNi.leNr-oerlrNElA.NUMSER0FI}lP0RTANTLAB0R
LEADEFS rIr-'IOir-Nr-r--CT THES. T,AVE SINCE BEEN RELEASEO)'

NEVERTHEL Essl-iriiiiri rnn-r^rLsr IFIcREAsES HAvE 0ccuRRED I

ANO NEARLY NiI- HAVf 3EEN 5ETTLEIJ I'iITHOUT VIOLENCE '

INLATEl979'AFTERHcRETHANTHREEYEARScFSTUDY'
IHEs0VERN}"{ENTIssUEDANEh.ITRADEUt'|I0NBR$A|.lIzATI0N
Law nruD LAID iHE-onouNDI^/oRK FBR LIFTING-IlE susPENsloN

rrF uNI0N acrrviilii-r^rrifCH HAi-serN IN EFFECT SII'lCE IHE

ARMEDF0RcEsrnoxP0l.jERIt'l1g76.THELA\^l-cALLSF0R
THE OEFINlT IVE SiSiOT[fiNN OF THE 5LD NATIONAL-_

COI,IFEO ERATION t IiiI-INO 
-8rXT 

R'ITE FTIARY'' ORGAI'IIZATIO}'IS

T,JHICHHAVEBEEN_UNDERGavERNHENTC0NTR0LSINcEI9T6.
ALTHDUsHTHET.awIIA{EsN0.PRtlVIsICt{F0R-SUCHTERTlARY
0RGANIZATI0NS,-iN fNFonilar- xlrioxai LAB0R LEA0ERSI'lIP

ir

t'

t
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C0NTINUfS Tn 0?ERATE. IT IS t\CT CLEAR I'rHEl'J THE
GOVERN14ENT I,;ILL LIFT THE SUSPENSICN OF THE FIGHTS TO

STRIXE IND SAIGAII.I CCLL ECTIVELY. FROi4 TI..IT G:]VERNI'IENT IS

P[]NT nF VIEI{r THE r"iEh LAr/i IS DESI6NED TC INIRnDUCE
HORT ORAsS'RCXIS DEIlOC}ACY AND FREEDOI,l t]F ASSGCIATION
F3R THi i^iifiIiERS THAN EXIsTED IN THE P$SIi LAEOR LEADERS'

ta

Cr\ THE CTtiEF Hr,li,D | 5 EE.IT AS A.N EI"IASCULATI0N 0F Ut\I0N
PChTEP I AS 1r PP0SCRIdES ALL PilLITICAL ACTIVITY AND
GATATLY RESTRICTS CONTRDL ilVER SOCIAL FU}iDS. THE
PF.OCE 3UF.AL 5TE PS F Oft TIlE ITIPLEHENTATINN OF THE NEI^' LAH
I,JILL N3T OE CL.A,RIFlED UNIlL THE MIIiISTRY OF LASOR ISSUES
DETAILEO REGULATIONS. THE ICFTU CONDEI',INED.THE LAhJ AS

A VIOLATIOIi OF UNION RISHTS, .

, ALTH0UGH Et\JOYiNG Nrl 0FFICIAL STAN0ING 0R REC06NITIIN- Jt 3Y THE C0VERNI'1EtiT r SEVERAL LAanR GR0UPIt'lcS AftE ACTIVE
-..lri t{Ar{Iil3 Tt"rEIR vlii',s KN0l,/N. FER EXAT,IPLEf THEY 0PPCISE

I trrr G0VEf;l'itlEttTts TRADE ul.ll0l,l LAhl cN 0RtiuNDS IIIAT II' FESTRiCTS FIiEEDOII BF ASSOCIATICN AI'iD THE RICHT TO
IJRGANIZ! AS OEFINEO IN CONVEI,ITiOIIS B7 AND 98 NF THE

/ INTEFI'iATI0l'.lAL LAS0R 0RGAt'TIZATI0N (IL0 ) AS RATIFIED BY

TH: A FIGENTI I'rE 60VE R{'JHENT. THEY ALSC 0PP05[ THE NEI^/

LAIJ' 5 PR0Hi eITI0N AGAIr\sI P0LITICAL ACTI0N BY TRAOE
, UIiIIIITS. THE IIITER-A'{ERIiAN HUI-,lAN RIOHTS CCHI'lI5SION- IJAS nECt't{}1El'j080 THE REFEAL 0R A14EhiD|.4ENT Ir LA!'iS THAT

i'"

t

i'I :-."

!

{

PKEVINT THT T:IRI,IAL DEVELSPMEI.!T OT TRADE UN1CINS. TI-IE
ARGEI.jTINE GCVT FNi{ENT INFORMED THE T},S GENEFAL ASSEMBLY
TIiAI Ili 1990 ARGENTIhA FILED PEGULAF REP0RTS'.lITH THE

ILSTS C0lll.tITTiE Cli IRADE UNI0N FREE00il, r^tHtCH HA5 N0TE0
PftCI6RES5.

4" GOVE TI.II'1ENT ATTITUDE ANO RECOFD REGAROINO
INTEFNATIOI'IAL AND NON-CDVER,.JI.,IENTAL INVESTIGATION OF

ALLEGEO VIOLATiONS OF HUHAN RIGHTS

IN LAT[ 1978, IHt ARGENTINE G0VERNT"lENT INVITE0 THE INTER-
AI"iERICAII HU14A}I RIGHTS CBI'I:-{ISSIBN (IAHRC} Tt] VISlT I
4frGENTINA, THAT VIS IT T00( FLACE FR0t"i SEPIEMBER 6 T0
20, 1979. THE C0l'1.,1ISSI0N MeT t;rTH PRESIDENI VI0ELA
A.l'.0 0THER HIGH-LEVEL IFFICIALST I00l{ TE5TIT'40NY FR0l'l
FAI.1ILY.YEI,lI}ER5 OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS Ai\D TREM FB.RMER
PfiiSSl,iERSr At*9 VISITED SEVERAL PRISENS AND DETENTI0N
CEt:TER5. THE IAHRC RECORDED A pAST PATIERI'{ [F WIDE-
SCA.LE IiUIIAN RIGHTS ASUSES
GuVEiiNi"lENT REG,!,RDING THE

sEcuRITY, FER50r:AL LIBERT
0F 0PINI0N, EXPRESSI0N AN
t\llTE), UCIhEVEPT THAT THE
FULLY U.TITH Ti.E COI"lMISSION
hITH THE EXCEPTION CF THE
OF PELi6IO},: PREV,\ILS IN A

,INCLUDING VIBLATlNNS BY THE
IGHT To LIFEr PERSUNAL

, 0uE PP0CES5, Al.l0 rREEDnrl
A5 SBCi ATION . THE IAHRC AL SO

RGEI.iTI I{E GOVE RNI.IENT CCOPE RATED
DURING ITS VISIT AND, THAT
JEHOVAH'5 htITNESSE 5, FREED0F,I

RGENTINA. IT REPORTED THAT DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL
Authority: EO 1,3526

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
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TtiERE 1S N0 0FFICTAL P0LlCY 0F Al.lTI-SEHITISl'1, THCUCH

IN SIME INSTATICES JEl,rS HAVt BEEI'i THE SU3JECT 0F
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R5CCI.1I{ENDAT ITINS IO THE APTiENI INE GtrVERNl',1ENT FCIR

C[RNE CTII.iG THE ABUSES IT
F EC!}I I-1 E N DATl OI"IS' I N CL UDE D

FIESPUNSi 315 FOF DEITHS A

AI\ CFFICIAL ACC0UI'ITING'f
II,1PL T}4EN TA1IilI,1 OF HA$EAS
8F T'.]CSE T'ESPOI,ISISLE FNR
IHtSt BEiNC HEL0 UNDER PrNr Ir,tPR
crl',iDI TItt'ts, EFFECTIVE GUARANTEES

,^,R0El,lT II\A T00( STRflN6.
TEPCR'T. IN ITS 22C FA

RVE9 . THE S E
D PUI-II5HI'4ENT FOR THOSE
LE T0 THE GCVERNl,lENrr
SAPFfARED, EFFECTIVE'
R0cEDU RES, PUNISHMEItT

RELEASE CR TRIAL OF

VEI,.ENT IN PRISON
t]F LEGAL DE FENSf AND

HAD OBS
TRIAL A

TT R13 UTA
IR IHE D

E

N

3
T

PCORPUS
TO RT URE In

suE pR0cEss, RESTCpATI0N 0F P0LiTICAL RIGHT5, nBSERVANCE
LrF IftIDE Ul.iIeN FIGHTS, LIFTING.!F PR0HIBIII0I'lS AcAINST
JEHtTVAH' S r^TITNESSES T IIiVESTIGATI0tI AN0 PUNISI-iMENT CF
0iscRIt.liNAT I0l'l AGAITiST JE',tS, AND FACILITATING THE
EFF0RTS 0F llUilAt\ RIcHTS 0RGANIZATICINS. r'l

EXCEPTlCIN TO THE CBM},IISSIONIS
6E RESP0NSE, IT ARoUE|] THAT THE
N THE RTGHTS OF A SOVEPEIGN STATE
TANDARDS OF JUsTICE AND OBJECTIVI
I..i$ TO DETE P',IINE THE T}.CTS CIF THE
STABLISH AL READY PREOETERI{II(EO

I
TY
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i.

;' ci|1MiS5I0N INFRING;0 CI'd D rD N IT t1 EE T r'1 rNrH ul1 s
Al.iD r RAIHEP THAN SEEKI
sITuATiiltrir Stiu6HT Tr E

EXAGGEEATED AhD INACCTJFATE C0NCLUSI0NS. TH€ GnVERNI.4ENT
CLAlHED TI.iAT Ti.iE IAI.iRC' S REFOAT FAlLED TO REFLECT AN
UIiLiftSTANT!ING CF THE VIilLT}JCT AilO SOCIAL UNREST EXISTiNG
PRIi.' Ti lHE 1..{ILITA,RY'5 TAiiEfiVER N,]R DID IT5 COTICLUSIONS
REFLECT THE Ii.,;PROVEB HUI-1AN FIGHTS SITUATIDI'i AI. THE TIVE
0F THE C0i.ltrrISSISN' 5 VI5IT. THUS r ASSERTED THE GOVEPNMENTT
L't-lILi AFiGENTITA CL h!0T SEe( T0 AV0I0 THE REP0RT'
CRITICISI'1S At;D HA0 'i.!ELCU|4ED THE .CCvl'1I55I0NtS VISIT,
THE ilEP[RT LEFT A FP.LSE IilPRESSION CF HUI.,IAN RISHTS
CCNIITlCNS Ih AR:€NTINA,

THE SPFCIAL IAhRC REFOPT ON ARGENTINA IdAS CONSIDEREO
3Y TTiE 3RGAii17},TII]N OF.AI.lERICAI,I STATES GENERAL A5SEI.13LY
HELD iN ti.tsHIt'rGT0htr D.C. N0vE14tsER 19 ?1 , 1930.
ARGEI.ITINAT IN A.l'l I?.iF0RHATIVE li0TE, REP0RT[0 ACTI0NS
TAKrN 1N 193C TC IHpRIVE THE HUilAN RIGHTS SITUATIRN, i

INCLUOITIG A GRAOUAL DECREASE II'] THE NUHEER OF NEH PERSONS
DET/,If\iD BY THE EXECUTIVE r AND A SYSTEM F0R PERI,IDIC

ir i, ; i;'iIr[. il i;;1, 
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REVIEI,J O F PE
A I)ECREAST i
O ISAPP'AREI]
CI F.Cir',15TAl'lCE

NG CASES, I
HE t'IUMi]ER C

OFFlCI.1L E

AN II'ICREASE
TIIT OTVTTUTlEI't.CF STATE CO

HANDS t THE REAFFIRI"IATI0N 0
CnS,r.N IZATIII':S TB Cnf i0UCT' T
c0cpt RAT I0lr l.Jl TH THE I L0 r
PCLITICAL FIGHTS. THE OAS

5 PE CI FYIt';GA RGEIiTINA, AS l^lE

IN I,]H I CI{ HUHAI.I RI GHT 5 VIO L

1I.i EI THER THE IAHRC ANNU,{L

},IPROVE D PRI SO I'I COND I TI ON S 
'F INI]IVigUALS SAID TO HAVE

FFORTS TO CLARIFY TItE
IN JUDICIAL EFFECTIVENE S5 t

NTRCLLEO I'4EDIA II{TO PRIVATE
F THE RIGHT CIF HUMAN RIGHTs
HEIR ACTIVII\I.E5 FfrEELY,
AND EFFTFTS TAKEN TO RESTORE
.APPROVEO A RESOLUTICN
LL,\5 FIVE tITHER C0UNTRIES
ATIII{S HAD BEEI.! DISCUSSED

REPOFT CR IN SPECIAL REPORTSI

NDI
NT
ANO
51

(

3i.ND L5lGE0 lliHeER STATaS IHAT Hr.D N0T YET CrNE S0 T0

-CI]iiftECT RE}.1A1I.iING VIOLATIOT'{5. . A,LTIIOUGH THE' SUBJECT

bnr pRLrLC116E0 DEBATE r THE RES0LuTrpru't',As ADoPTED 8Y
CONSEN SUs. '

THE UNITED NATIONS COI,I\,1I5SION ON-HUHAN RlGHT5 IS CBI'ISIDER'
IhIG T},E SIIUATlflTI CF HUI4AN RI5HT5 IN.ARSEITTINA UNDER

ITS C'SNFIOEI'ITIAL 1503 PROCEDURES. A !''IORKIIIS GROUP ON

)ISAPPEAFANCES IS II'IQUIFING lNTO CASSS NF DISAPPEAFANCES
Ii\ A,qOiIJTiNA AIiiI T]THER COUNT?IES. IHE lNTERI.IATlfiNAL
CNI.t}iiTTIE IF THE RE} CROSS ( ICRC) IIAINTAiI'IS AI'i ACTIVT
PFLGRA:4 Itr ARGENTI\'Ar !.iiTH G0VERNT4ENT APPRIVALT 0N BEHALF
ilF It.,FFISTbiO FER$Oi"S. THE 6OVEPi\:MENT HAS USUALLY

F11CILIT},TED THE EFFCFTS IF VARICUS GRCUPS ANC INDIVIDUALS
SEEXI i.O TO .1I'JVE STI6ATE ALLEGATIOI'IS OF HUI'4AN ftIGHTS A3USE.
NEI{S!H
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