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Aebassador Castro :ImIP

t#h1. t€| Entlte Text.

2. At ry requast,, I met'laat QVelrtug';' (May 15) with (Rettred)

Seneral'Roberto VLola at a Dotrntolrn Buenos Alrea 0ffice'

of ny meetlpg was to obt,atn'General YIOLa'8 ffiPressLons o

cufteBtGoAprob1erngbeforeBydepartureforc0NUStonight.

3. We Bet alone at 19:30 houre. He appeared qulte relaxed,

exuberart and ln a talktng r$od. At this mrxnent, VLola bontlaues

to be. the leading fresidenttal eontender, Be acted as. l"f though

he had Prqsldentlal. poater, glrdlrg Lmpresslou hs W*: u '\rlnner; "

lle had a scotch, I had a coffee.. Toplco dl'eeussed follor:

t+. gggg-E*g.hts.: I. hended hlu a liet of ntne peroons arreeted

and eupposedly dleappeared tn the Bosarlo area cn May 7. I{hcn

I told hlm the k!&rapplng took Pl.aee on Mey 7, he appeared 
"

stunned. HLs uords $refe "I'Cantt belleve it. Thta can't be true.

**r"'g uore Eo thLs than meeta the eye," He itmredlately called

COf,lTEliI$ AllO CtAtSTFtCArlotll Ar?novEn

ffi
aEsador casEro

.'{}t-
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Irrtr Arde, HaJor Torres, arrX"thtt"firEilb"t'fm to tumeittateill

i
get on the case and attempt to get lnfo:.uatlon for me before

rny departura tonLght. He told Major porreE'to eontact, Colonel

Plno l.medLately and get the facte. MaJor Tottes etated there

rrere no rurors iu the Couando (GOA Pentagon) about any ,

actLwlty ln Rogarl"o. He eal"d normally when an operation of

thls nature would take place, lt would be knorn Ln an

Lnstant wlthln the Cornando. .The nl.ne persons supposedLy :.1:'"'

sequestered are: Franeleco Pefra, Graclela GsnzaLee, Nlcolag

Cristofaror'"Baby" Pefta, Marcelo Pefia, fNU TarqulnL, Le6n

Berdychev?ky, Allcla Gerosa and Fernando llari.o SanftlLppe

5, B.eaj,l:,e Chahhel Mgttbr,. I then asked VLola. "Hhat is the

statua of the. Beagle Channel affaLrM." He etated there

tras nothlng to be alarued about. Vtola stated, ln hia ' ... :

oplnton, there rrere no maoifestatlone or Lndlcatlons that

Papal medlatLon. effortc weren't rnovlng Stoper'ly. Ee !r88

qulte emphatlc ln statlng no one knew of 'the Pope's thlnklag
..

on'the Beagle matter, therefore, there lras no reason for
i,

"doubt:ing Toms.t! to circulate tmwarraited rr,rmrg. Vtola .

expressed fur1 confLdeace ln the Pope's abllLty to coue.

out with ri: Solomonie recor"mendatlon. Vtola gtated both

eountrlee had ptesented their poaltions, whleh st Eh18

ruohent are quite fLxed for negotLatLcn purPosea ' Ttrey ..

are rsiles apart, but now the Pope will starL natrowlng
| :,
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Ithe lssues. I asked about h{s source of lnformation. Ile I

a.

replLed he had talked to the Fope's eilvoy to Argentlna, PLo

Laghl. Vlola explalned Um[ both corxrtr{eq had ltg share of' '

rlmor rnongers, lrho lranted bIood. He was most eonfident.la
that the,Beagle Affalr.would be settled peacefully,, I then

asked hl,u abost- a uuih talked about plebiseLte taking place
i'tn Chile and Argentlna. Vlola stated lt wae a Ctrllean pkiy. ,

to atteupt to take the heat off Plnoehet. VJ.oLE raLsed hLs
,-".-

volce and eaLd: I'ChLle neEds a pleblsclte. I wontt querrel.-.

wlth that EEneuver. Argentlna doesn't, need a plebLecLte. Wei

don't lrave to abdleate our declslon-oaklng rol.e and pase

uhe buck to the publl"c," Yl.oLa further explatned a

plebfsclte has greag rigks. It lends Ltself to uanipulatlons

arrd fraud by a. govern&ent and he wanted. no part of tt
6. Pregtdd4!:tal successtgg: I aeked Vtola about hla eharrcee

In belng Argentlnats next president. He srr:tl-ed and satd

"You do ask dtrect questlons." I replled tf I dL&rtt eslc

a questLon I wouLd Eever get an anslrer. GeneralVlola told rae

when I net Wlth hi.n et ea "esado," April 27,1980, at San

AntonLo de Areeo, he vae serlously coneerned about hLs

chancesr (See .8.A.3485). He reminded rue about hls atatlng
GeneraL 0altlerl couLd very well. be. the uext Presl-derrt.:'.":: r

VloLa, at thle polnt, lras all sntles as he toLd ae he had

been workl.ng on the troops and his chanceg are much bettei

,than what he had antlcLpated. He sald lf one chose tenL;..J
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lpointe to be uaxlmum, hls re
alght
33Et{t_to

nl.ne polnts. Ile explalned at thi San AntoaLo de Areco "aegdo'.'

hLs ch'ancea stood at fLve polnta; VLdla by now wae rea11y

feeling hls oats as he expresEed ful1 conf{.dence he would

be the next pree:ldent. IIe doun-graded the Narry'q eifoqte

to scuttle hts chances, Vlola explained Admiral La$bruechlnl

ws6 a1 honorable person and a frtend. He felt {n the lopgl 
", 

',

run he rcould get h*.s support. StfU tn a Jovtal uood,VLola

Btirted the AF ls al.wayu.rn La the atr, Uut at"y wtl1 be ',

7 . Bahktag Crl.'sl,s; Viola took the vLew that the recentr .'

banking crLsLs would have been avoided
t.

hed uore .eubtle.-

tact{e-s been erployed; }ILs appro thst
,.1

the wtole ,.,:.. i. ..' po!r.'. ":'
rDatter $r,arldlg. "fu* acconp-ll.t' Ttlere was no need tb 9rf
about sptlt m{lk. Vlola explalned there would be contlnuLty'
'ln the econoolc front for years to corre. He made lt clear

there'would be lrobably change of faces, .nlth mlnor

mdXftcatlons !.n the approach, bul the maln thrust would'

8. C;OA ParticipatLon ln Pogelb1e.BbliVlan Coup: General

Viola dlsclained any GOA effort in possible Boltvtan coup; .

He explalned posslbtll,ty of sooe of G0A'e ntlgroup persoruret

.cou1d uake rnauthorlzed statenents. Vlola's vlsw of, theise' .

statemente could be uade to perhaps tuptees Bollvlan

I rnilltary, but authentictty as to truth would be n11. Vlolpl_J
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"1 i ffi
fr"otlorr" d he I tayed curren t on CArxry acttvltLes b

' --t
y talklng I

Yaquero,to GeneraL Galtterl, Amy 'Conrnander, and GenEral

Grtef of'staff,. .r .t '\

9. Nuelear: Vtola enpreesed eerloue concern over extllttg

ntsunderstsndingo betrreen CNEA and Srate DeparEuent .g'rrer

i:uclea.r aatters. $e hoped these natters could be resolve'a

Eoon, as they nrere an LrrJ"ta;rt to rblatlons. '

KCASTRO

.J.
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