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1

22. DETAILS
CHANGES MIL]TARY SUMMANY - ARGENTTNA

GOVERNMENT

a. (U) Key GovPrn:nent Offi.ciars - change the folr-owing to read:

Presid.ent: Lt Gen Jorge Rafael Videla (trmy, Retired)
Army: Lt Gen Boberto Eduardo Viola

b. Type-._and stab.i_lity of Government - change sub-paragraph 1 to read.

(U) Constitutionally Argentina is a federal republie with a popularly
elected executive and legislature. However, from 2\ March 1976 to I August
1978, the country was governed. by a military junta which dismissed the presi-
dent, Maria Xstela Martinez de Peron, and replaced her with one of the jpnta
members, Army Commaniler Jorge Rafael Videla. The Junta el-osed the federal
and provincial legi.slatrrres, replaceil the members of the Supreme Court, and
appointed- military governors for all provinces. A state of sj-ege, d.eclared.
by the previous regime, continues. AI1 activities by political- parties andlabor rrnions have been suspended, and the nevs media have been d.irected toexercise a measure of self-censorship. On 1 August 19T8, General Videl_aretired' from the Army but retained. his position as President. Genera]- Viola
replaeed Videl-a as Arrny Command.er-in-Chief and Army member of the Jqnta.

b.
to read.

Trroe antt Stabilitv of Government - Change sub-paragraph 2, line 5,

attacking security personnel.
forces are tried...

Arned. terrorists vhich attack the security

b. TYpe and stabiritv of Goyernmen_t - change sub-paragraph 3, to read:

{g+ Ths Government has a highly respeeted. tea.m of econonic experts
whieh has been more suecessful than expected in obtaining sorely neededforeign ered.its. Hovever, the economic program being folrowed. has kept
wages low whire priees for food., housing, transportation, and other essen_tials have continued t6 rise. Businessmen ancl farmers have been perrnittetl
to make exorbitant profits while rrrban laborers are finding it aifricult to
feed their famities.
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c. fnternal fhreat - Change sub-paragraph 2, to read.:

{4} 916a1 terrorism has been a serious problem since April Lg6g.
Right- and left-ving terrorism continued largely unabated during the Peron
years (tgtS-tgl6) tut has been controlled by the present Junta. of the
severalleftist terrorist groups, the ERP and the Montoneros have proven
to be the most dangerous. The Argentlne Anti-Conraunist (or Anti-Imperial-
ist) attianee (AAA), a right-wing group, supposedly disappeared. when former
Welfare Minister Lopez Rega was ousted.. Some right-ving groups, which
apparently includ.e some security forces, are stil-I active but are not
referred to as AAA.

h (U) Key U.S. Officiafs (afI in Buenos Aires) - Change to read.:

or sor an e , Navy Sec on, US MiI
Group: C

Chief of Air Mission and Chief,
Group: CoI

2. MTLTTARY GE'NERAL

a (u) Kev Mil-i Offi.ciafs Change to read:

Army: Corrmander in Chief, Lt Gen Roberto Eduartlo Viol-a

b. Position of the Ar:ned Forces - Change sub-paragraph 3, to read:

{€li{e+e**Traditionatly, the Armed. Forces have exerted a strong
influence in politics. Military leaders are solidly anti-Conmunist arrd
many were strongly opposed to the Peron Ad:ninistration. The Arrned Forces
did make a conscious effort to remain al"oof from politics during the Peron
Government, but the l-ack of positive l-ead.ership finally caused the military
as a vhore to concl-ude that a change in government vas neeessary. conse-
quently' there has beeu general Armed. Forces unity in support of the mili--
tary government. Araed f'orces lead-ers are nationalistic, but basically
friendly toward the united. states. However, implementation of the us
governments Human Rights policies has causeil rnany mi]itary officers to re-
evaluate their relationships rrith US cor.urterparts. Although resented by
certain nid.dle class eLements, groups vithin the r:tiversities, and organized
1abor, the military remains generally respected.

aI. Military Budget - Change line 5 (ttre tast line) to read:

at the exchange rate of 803.00 pesos equal US $f.OO.
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Conrinstion Sh!.r

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE INF,ORMATION REPIORT

MILITAXY AXD P LITASY FORCESJ

a. ARMY

(2) Capabililies - Change sub-paragrapb 2,, to read

{5}1466srn arms and. equipnent are in short supply, and training
at regimenta.l- and higher levels is inadequate but improving. A ny,nber of
Brigade-size field exercises have been cond.ucted in recent months. The
anti-guerrilla ca:npaign in Tucuman provid.ed. a vealth of practical experienee
and. Army troops who participated in those operations acquitted. themselves
weII.

(5) Weapons and Eqqipment

(a) General - Change lines 35 thru 37, to read.:

gun and a hirl-l based on the German Martler MICV. IVo prototlryes have been
unveired. sinee 9 Jufy 1977 along with two Apc (vcrp) and. a toned r55-mm
howitzer. The first Argentine production mod.eL of the...

(l) (€+il€FeF{i+ Ground. Weapons anil Equipment - Under Artillery,
change

Artillery (cont): A-DA, )rg-mn (f1+ US, L939; 36
Swed, 1938) l+ )+

Under Armor, change:

Armor: Tank, meclir.:m (Utt) , prototype (A"S-
W. Ger)

APC (yCTp), prototlpe (Arg-W. Ger)

(c){eliiere** Aircraft - Change to read:

Total: 72 (fixea ving: 2 jet, 13 turboprop,
21 prop;

H.elicopters: 28 turbine, B piston)

In operational units | 72
(Z jet: 1 trainer VfP transport, I photo

recon;
13 tr:rboprop: I0 utility, 3 transport;
21 prop: al-l utility;
36 treticopters: all utility)

-

2
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lLcave Blanklb. NAVY

Tfpe

Destroyers (DD)

( l+ ) SEiP_and. Aircraft Strength

(a)r€#rc+enilrships 1/- Crrange to read:

0perational

T

(l) (e66p6;Aircraft - change to read:

Total: 10! (fixed.ving: 20 jet,
I8 turboprop, 5I propi
helicopters: I0 turbine)

In operational uaits: 109
(eo jet: J.I attaek, B trainer, I

transport;
I8 turboprop: 1I tra:rsport, 5

utility, 2 A200;
51 prop: 15 AS!I, 15 transport, Zl

trainer, I utility;
.l-0 heli: l+ ASW, 5 utility)

(:) 0reanization anil Deplorrment

(a) General Se.ryice - Adal to the end of sub-paragraph 2:

Thirteen nev naval regions vere established during early 1978 to coordinate
presence in the political life of the

(5) Status of E-quipment - Change sub-paragraph 3, to read:

+gl*ere*tD fhe Navyte two "Typu 209' submarines vere purchased.
prefabricated from West Germany and assembl-etl in Argentina; sections for
the salta and the san Luis were d.erivered. in June and. in November L972,
respectively. Reports from West Germany ind.icate that Argentina is nego-tiating for four 2000-ton TR-I700 submarines. The Nayy,s tvo West German
Lurssens TNC-I+5 fast patrol- boats were derivereit in December lgTI+, and
became operationar in November 19?5. Tbe Navy has prans to buiId. four
more west German designed patrol boats in Argentina. fn June l97l+, the
Navy issued. a calr for bid.s on the eonstruction of six frigates. The
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ttinning bid vas for the 2,100-ton British Yosper Thornycroft Type 27.0,lr.azon
Class. Construction vas not begun due to price and. perhaps d.issatisfaction
vith the lYpe l+a (Hercul-es) pr:rchase. There are recent reports that Argen-
tina uiII acquire up to eight West German d.esigned Tfpe I22 Frigates with
all but the first to be constructed in Argentina. A ner transport, the
Beag]-e Channel, was delivered in April 1978; the 120-meter Iong, 15 knot
ship is the first of three to enter service. Two additional units are
und.er construction. To replaee the icetrreaher San Martig, a new unit vas
orderecl from tr'inland with delivery anticipated for Novernber 1978.

(5) Status of Eouipment - Change sub-paragraph 7, J-ast sentence,
to read:

The Navy now possesses eight T-3)+Cs.

(6) Stat-us of Equipment - Change sub-paragraph 8, line 10, to read.

considered se1ling. It is buying Beecheraft T-31+Cs...

(9) Trainine - Change sub-paragraph 3, to reail:

{€l tfaW Academy cadets, together w-ith a US Narnr exehange
Officer, receive praetical instructton on the Nar6rts sail training
frigate Libertad.. The most recent cruise conmeneed in June 1978.
After completing visits in Europe, it will return to Buenos Aires
in December 1978.

3. MIIITARY ANN PANAI{I],TTAXY FONCES

c. AfR FORCE

(l+) {el*enen*} Aircraft Strength - Change to read.:

Total: 332 (fixea ving: t)+O ;et,
59 turboprop,

100 prop;
helicopters: 2T

turbine )
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Continsation Shrcl

In operational- units: 3?2
(f:5 jets: 11 bmbr, 15 day ftr,

58 rtr/tmtr, 11 intcps,
B trnsp, 3T tnr;

59 turboprop: .15.attack; J8 trnsp,
6 utility;

99 prop: l+f fi.ght trnsp, 50 tnr,
8 uti.lity;

3l+ heticopters: all util-ity)

(6) Stalus of Equipment - Change sub-paragraph 1 to read.:

-€lfmflOflfil The aircraft are of US, French, Canailian, Dutch,
and. Argentine manufacture. Ihe Air Force is seeking to moflernize its
equipment as the national econoqy w"ill permit. The primary eombat air-
craft are J) A-\B and A-Lc skyhavks purchased- from the us, 1r recondi-
tioned canberra bombers purchased. from the uK in r97o, and 11 Mirage
interceptors (including 2 Mirage rrr-B trainers ) purchased from r.rance
in l-972. The Air Force purchasecl 25 used. A-l+C aircraft from the US for
d"elivery in late 197)+. They were refurbi.shed. at the Rio Cuarto depot and
are now assigned to the rv Air Brigad.e at Mendoza. status of the F-86
fleet is uncertain. fhe Air Force had attempted. to transfer these air-
craft to the Uruguayan Air Force, but the US governuent denied permission
for the transfer. The aireraft have been put i.n a reaity-reserve, semi-
dormant status and. reported-1y are flying occasionally to exercise systems,
flight, and. ground crews. The ongoing Beagre channel dispute betr.ieen
Argentina and Chile may have influenced the deeision to continue limited
operations of the F-B5s although, original.ly, fund.s were not budgeted for
FY 1978. fhe Air tr'orce ha's pr:rchasecl an AN/cpN-l+ GCA radar system from
the US rhich has been instal-Ied at the Dr. Mariano Moreno Air Base (Vfff
Air Brigade) to control, the Mirages. 1\,ro additional systems, one fixed
and one mobile, are being sought. The high cost of Mirage overhaul
($r m:.[ion each) prus long delivery time for spare parts has created
consiclerable dissatisfaction within the Air Force, but d.espite these
problems, they have purchased. seven additional Mirage IfIs.

(6) Status .of-.Eqrriprjent - Change sub-paragraph Z, to read:

{e/*efen*) In l-ate t97l+, the Air Force pu.rchased six French
Aerospatial-e Lama helicopters for search and. reseue duty in the pountains.
Two Sikorsky S-5Bs were pr:rchased and d.eJ.ivered in the first quarter of
L97r. Funds have been authorized for the purchase of two VlP-configured
helicopters for presidential support, anil six utility helicopters for
general support missions. The US government approvetl the purehase of
eight utility configrred BELL 212s, under cond,itions aeeeptable to the
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE !NTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Continuarion Sheet

Argentine government. Delivery is complete, however, one of the aircraft
crashed anal was lost in June 1978. Series production of the Ia-58 pUCAnA
cOrN aircraft began at the cordoba niritary aviation factory (cordoba
Material Area) in 1971+. Initial produetion was slov and uneven, with only
three prototlpes and rr prod.uction models completed. by late August 1977.
rn December L977, there vere reports that the production rate had been
increased from one/month to one/ten days, but a visit to the facility in
late May 1978, demonstrated that the production rate continues at onl/nonth.
The Air Force has completed its first squadron of 1) alrcraft. Prod.uction
nrimber Ip was seen on f June l9?8 being prepared for test fright. rn
addition to the thirty for its ovn use, the Air Force has made a firu
order for 30 nore PUCARAs which are to be erported. T\lo pucA_RAs were
exhibitetl in the 1977 Paris rnternational Aviation Exposition. There
are eonflrmed reports of a sale to Marrritania, and tvo aireraft vere
observed on I June r9T8 being prepared for d.erivery to Mauritania. Un-
confirmeil reports indicate interest of PUCAXA purchases from Bolivia,
Peru, and. south Afriea. The Air Force stiI1 intends to expand. its pro-
duction capability at Cord.oba, utilizing the proflts from international
sales to finance the mod.ernization and enlargement.

(p) traini+g - Change sub-paragraph 3, to read.:

++ continuation and proficiency training for pilots has
become a problem for the Air Iorce. Financial constrai.nts have timitedflying hours for training. Most senior officers in staff positions have
been removed from flying with active units. An increase in the aircraft
acci-dent rate over the past two years intlicates to the Air Force that thelimited proficiency training available to unit and staff pilots is notsufficient and. may force them to channel more training resources tovards
unit-assigned pilots on1y.

(9) Irainine - Change sub-paragraph l+, to read:

+ Training of Argentine Air Force personnel in both the
canal Zone and the us has d.ecreased some.what in the last year. The
reduction ls due priroarily to monetary restraints. There have been
no funds released for tr'Y lgTB and. there vill- be no coNUS or canal Zone
training for the Air f'orce in Fy IgT9.
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DEPABTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION RE

Continuation Sh.et

( ro; Beserves and. Mobilization

(a) Reserv.es - Delete the last sentence of this paragraph,rrThere are no e:-r-roilce ai,rcraft known to be in a reserve staius.;, and
replace with the fol-Iowing:

Reportedly, the Air Force is studying the feasibil_ity of establishing apirots ready-reserve prograrn to provide the capabirity for a sustained.
higher sortie rate in the event of a national emergeney. The r,-B5s
assigned. to the rv Alr Brigad.e are the only aireraft that ean be eon-
sid.ered in a reserve status.

(i: ) ttottfi zation - Change to read:

r,rouln mo st rike.r*l ?:l; 1]; 3lii#li; 
"l l;'13;..H:i'x;LffiilT:"'

used to auqment existing units. Ad.ditionally, clomestic civilian per-
sonnel and equipment are most l-ikefy includ.ed in Air Force mobilizationp1ans. The Air Force apparently perceives a need. for a mobirizatlon
eapability of its non-transport aircraft and is studying the feasi.biJ-ity
of establishing a reacly-reserve force.

d. PAnnJvgLITAxY IORCES

(3) mational AeronauticaL pol-ice Force

(b) Capabilities - Change to read:

(c/UOfonU).With 1o0O personnel presently on duty, theforce is controlling Ezeiza fnternational- and Aeroparque Jorge Nevberry
Airports, which serve the city of Buenos Aires. rn Jr:ne r9TB, they
began contro]ling Don Torquato, cord.oba, Mar del plata, Mencloza, san
Carlos de Bariloche, Iguazu, and Rosario airports as vel-I.

_ (c) stlength - change the fig,re "300" at the beginning ofli.ne 2, to read: "1000"

(d) 0rB_anization - Change to read:

#*iefe*+A nationaL ilirectorate has been established
under the Air Force Corraand.er-in-Chief. fhe clirector for the initial
phase of operations is the Command.er of Ezejza International Airport,
but once the force is fu11y operational, it u-il1 be managed- by a direc-
tor who wil-l be a senlor Air Force officer on active duty, appointed
by the fresident.
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e. TOTAL Ir|ILTTARY PERSONNEI SIBENGIE - Chanse
Aeronautieat Poti"e : "1005,,,the rrTotal" figr:re from ,'I59r200'r to read: "Ir9,900"

'rNational
and. change
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