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AILS: 1. (U) the opportunity to visit l4oron
7903L9 for about three hours. The base is the home ofthe VII Air Brigade, which is equipped with helicopters and light utilityaircraft. it was extreuely pleasant in all respects, helping toreinforce conviction that the long-standing mutual admiration between

ARGAF and remains strong.

Source B had assistance in 7811 in obtaining
an English copy of
the VIf AB has five
Source B to notify
the purpose of deli

he

him. When I requested perois
vering the mans6f , 1r" St

was obtained
sion to visi
ed that I vi

which

t the base for
sit the nextworking day and insisted on picking me at Aeroparque Jorge

Newberry, accepted his offer,and t t a1r

3. G?ffOfCGff.hIe went to Source Brs office soon after arrival for coffeeconversation. He was delighted with the technical nanual, which wased through October, 1978, and planned to have it t ranslated innediately
which

se in the squadron. tr{e then discussed helicopter operations (about
very littLe), snd he explained the training ram combat

era s and the zational changes the were maki
mea

rPo I e
facilities, and management tools tha
lrere several other squadron pilots,
John Cato, USAF, a former member of
Air Brigade in helicopter training p

The four of us h
and talked forr,about, f,rifre6n md-nutes o Source C seened somewhat cool atfirst, Ets rv-€ collectively lamented the rash of terrorism atrd comunist
subversion in the several trouble spots around the wor1d. He asked me

various training aids, bridfing
t were in use. He was most grateful, as
for t,he past services rendered by Major
the USMILGP who had worked with the VII
rogralns r

)somewhat sarcasticall-y, if I really considered corununism a serious threat.
I{hen T ansr';ered yes, he asked, how, in that case, I could rational_ize
the adverse affects of the U.S. human rights policy on countries (read
lrgentina) that were uore dedicated to fighting cornmunism than the U.S.apparently is. I responded that rny counrryrs human rights policy and itsapplication is a political matter that I, as a military officer, couldnot adequately address. I added, nevertheless, that in ny opinion andunofficially, most tr.S. mil itary personnel who are knowledgeable aboutArgentinar s struggle agains t internal subversion in recent years respectedtheir total commitment to solving the probl_em. It norr appears, I continued,that Argentina has eliminated the threat to its in ternal security, insofaras possible, and the impoitant thing now, from the U.S. perspective, is to
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withdraw from the excesses and repressions of the last three years and
to reestablish the rule of 1av'. This, irr essence, I said, is the crux
of our human rights policy, as it applies to Argentina, and that the
policy was here to stay, as far as I was concerned. He seemed to be
in agreement with this perspective, because he didnrt continue the argu-
ment. Instead, he thanked me for visitng him, told me that I was
rrelcome here (rrEsta en su casarr), and that I should feel free to visit
anytime.

5. (U) Source D then invited Source B and tre to his office for further
conversation. He had to terminate the visit, hor+ever, after about five
minutes since an inspection tearn was just landing. Source B and I then
took a tour of the base his a ert

we terminated the tour at that point and
to Aeroparque. He mentioned in departing tha t next time wan IDE

to spend the utole day at the base so he could show me ruore of the
operation and expLain more of the details.

CCy}!ENI: €fli€fleil+This unit visit, arranged on short notice, was
typical of the warm reception lrd received at other units. There is no

t t

concepts. There seemed to be a nessage, silently transnnitted, that

doubt
U. S.

ca11ed f
the man,

r tr'orc ts

conta

thar ARGAI'officers, in general, highly respect the
doctrine, its combat philosophy, and its operational

of the close bonds that existed in former days. To
cts criticize (perceived),'i.nconsistencies of the

current humaa.rights policy and, particularly, the fact that traditional
allies who depend upon U.S. training and equipurent have been cut off by
the U.S. at the sane time that these countries are struggling to defeat
subversive elements who practice total- disregard for human rights. ftihile
they respect our idealisn, they nevertheless are convineed that they
justified in using harsh methods to overcome the terrorist and Marxist
elements that nearly brought Argentina to its knees. They seem willing
novl, even anxiousr to reestablish a legitinate social order based on
rule of law, but they point out that they are the best judges of the
appropriate timetabLe to be foLLowed, regardless of U.S. pressures to
expedite the process. They are proud of the progress made in the last
three years, clairning that the extreme measures sornetirr,es taken were
Iamentable but often necessary. l-t any rete, they wish the U.S. to be
aware of their suecessesr and, given this awareness, to re-open the door
to military cooperation before U.S. influence declines any further.
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