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16, SUMHARYU tu) THIS IR FORWARDS INFORMATIDN ON ARGENYINA'S
PARTICIPATION IN UNITAS XVIII,
2, DETAILS! (E/NOFORN) SOURCES [Sec330)() [THERE ARE PROBLEMS
BREWING ON THE UPCOMING UNITAS OPERATION, ONE SOURCE STATED THATY
THE COUNTRIES OF URUGUAY, CHILE, ARGENTINA AND BRAZIL HAVE AGREED
THAT IF ONE OF THESE COUNTRIES DECIDES NOY YO PARTICIPATE IN
UNITAS XVIII, ALL THE REST WILL COLLECTIVELY CANCEL, IN
ARGENTINA, THE ARMY, SUPPORTED BY THE AIR FORCE, FEELS THAY
UNITAS I3 MORE OF A POLITICAL EXERCISE AND 1S AGAINSY
PARTICIPATION WHILE THE NAVY VIEWS IT AS STRICTLY MILITARY,

I,E,s A NAVYeTOwNAVY OPERATION, THE SUPREME POWER OF THE
COUNTRY, THE JUNTA, COMPRISED OF THE THREE SERVICE CHIEFS

WILL HAVE TO MAKE THE FINAL DECISION, THE DECISION SHOULD

BE FORTHCOMING YHIS WEEK, ONE SOURCE STATES THAY ADM MASSERA,
THE NAVY CHIEF JUNTA MEMBER, WILL PROBABLY BE ABLE YO PREVAIL
OVER THE OTHER MEMBERS IN SEEING THAT ARGENTINA

PARTICIPATES IN UNITAS XVIII, HOWEVER, ANOTHER COUNTRY!'S
CANCELLATION WILL HAVE A BINDING EFFECT ON THIS COUNTRY,

THE ARGENTINE NAVY STAFF FAVORS CONTINUING UNITAS OPERATIONS
BUT STATE THAT THEY PREFER IT TO BE CONDUCTED EVERY TWO YEARS,
PLANNING AND PREPARATION WILL CONTINUE FOR THIS YEAR'S UNITAS
unrxk A POLITICAL DECISION BY THE JUNTA INDICATES OTHERWISE,
SOURCES HERE. ARE VAGUE ON WHICH COUNTRY IS PUSHING FOR THE
"CANCELLATION: ONE SOURCE WAS ASKED IF IT WAS BRAZILJ MIS REPLY
WAS NO, WHEN- ASKED IF IT WAS ARGENTINA OR ONE OF THE OTMER
COUNTRIES HE WAS VAGUE AND DID NOT REPLY, SOURCE ENDED, STATING
THAT THE UNITAS BAND CAUSES CONSIDERABLE CONCERN SECURITYeWISE TO
" THE ARGENTINE MILITARY,

s |COMMENT1.€E/NOFORNY WHETHER MASSERA CAN PREVAIL OVER THE OTHER

TWO JUNTA MEMBERS ON HIS8 DECISION TO PARTICIPATE IN UNITAS IS

QUESTIONABLE, HIS POWER OVER THE ARMY AND AIR FORCE I8 NOT

AS STRONG AS IT ONCE WAS IN THE INITIAL STAGES OF THE

— MILITARY TAKEOVER, VIDELA, WITH AGOSTI'S SUPPORY, VIEWING

THE WHOLE OPERATION AS A POLITICAL ONE, MAY FORCE THE
CANCELLATION OF UNITAS XVIII, THIS ATTITUDE UNDOUBTEDLY DECLASSFIEDINPART
IS BASED ON THE US POSITION TOWARD ARGENTINA REGARDING  Authority: EO 13526
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