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1. Over the past year the security situation in Argentiua

has greatry inproved. The best avairabre estirnates of ter
strength leflect 400-500 Montoneros, 70-I00 ERp and Less t
20 l{orkers Power comqunist orgauizarion (ocpo). The reade

ship of both the Montoneros and the ERP is operating out o

Europe an4 the org anizations are in d.isarray. The OCPO

has not recentry engaged in terrorist activities and for t
trost part Ehey are in deep hiding. Reeently a cache'of ar

rraa discovered in l{ar del Prata belonging Eo the pcl'll (Mar

Leninist Comounist Party). Hopever, they have not beeu.
significant

inst involved in /terrorist activities for over L llZ years

2. The Montoneros represent the major terrorist threat.

are operating principally in the southern area of greater

Buenos Aires which includes the major iudust rial area.
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gfdlryE. They have beeo tryiog to f orge aB idencif icatioa

sLth dissetisfied uorkers au,d to capitalize ou the harsh

econonic situat.ion. They have threatened business execu-

tives whose coupauies have bdcoue involved ia labor dis-

putes or who have laid off rork"r". This attenpt to ideotify

strongly with tlorkersr aeplratione through attacks against

Eanageuent is aad will coutisue to be their uain goal
,.

during this coul.ng yeer.

3. The najor liuitation on Montooero terrorist activities

ir-xakiqzlRtrgrra*, results f rou their depleted resources.

They have suffered najor defecEions, iu soue cases of high

ranking personnel. Many of theee dEfectors are collaborating

uith Argentine security oEficials, oaking it very difficult

for the Montoneros to successfully conduct operations.

The strongest aud largest UontoneEo colunn is Column 25'

shich is nFsa operating in the southern area of greater
It has 50 to 80 members.

Buenos Aires. /' fnis coluun received a serious setback on

Dec'. r4, tsl? when its 1""dj}7*"1=';Iiili).o , confronrarion

sith security forces. [Ie sas responsible for the assassioa-

tion of General Omar ACTIS in Lg76, CoI. Angel SURADA in

I-U, Lgl7, of Rodolfo IARCIE, oanager of Atgodonera Lavallo1,
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f rr ror, ,.^.,- -:Lr- -lIand, on Oct. 13, L977, he nas responsible for planting

a boqb in front of the house of }lr. Beech, Eaaager of

Chrysler. This setback has teEporarily reduced the

effectiveness of the' southern colusn which'had'been re-

apotrsible for -nunelous attacks agaiust. buEiuess and goverB-

oetrt LIr persouuel

4. The Enbassyrs overall assessuent ig that Argentlua

is safe for U.S, tourist travel and BoveaBment officialg
private

couiug on/*hrrt txils visits. f,!tsilf lhe security situation

has iuproved for Arerican business persontrel aod Ehey
should feel free to
lfirt SGrMrmcl,tff€c*zto< travel to Argeotina with the caveat

that they follow good security pracEices, avoid ,*ricity.
ser10us.aad that their coupaniea are rot involved in ari/if-a-ul}

disputesfmailoG€oeilGeIttf,s*lt AII u. s. business executives

visiting Art'entina should be encouraged to Deet with the

Enbassy Security Officer to discuss specific security

safeguards to be followed vhile in Argentina,

5 . The nuuber . of flrfexlra:j,ll*a*o*aqf-rg.axiflzbl-c*g*iflcxi*

lggrnriust*tsvfrlgv Auerican "*.",riires of U.S. firus

Presently based iu Argent'ina is approxiuately 55.
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