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16, SUMMARY: (C/NOFORNY COLOMBIAN ARMY COMMANDER EXPRESSED
CUNCERN AND FRUSTRATION QVER COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENTS REFUSAL TO
PERMIT ARMED FORCES TO REACT TO SUBVERSIVE THREAT IN A STRONG,
DECISIVE MANNER., MEMBERS OF CQLOMBIAN ARMY DELEGATION FELT
THAT THEIR SUBVERSION PROBLEM WAS GETTING WORSE,

22, DETAILSI 1, ~BNoFBRAN|

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

|[EXPRESSED CONCEFRN

OVER THE STEADILY WORSENING PROBLEM OF SUBVERSION IN COLOMBIA,
HE FELT THAT THE SECURITY FORCES MUST ACT FORCEFULLY AND DE
CESIVELY TQ ELIMINATE THE SUBVERSIVES BEFORE THEY GET ANY
STRONGER, ALTHOUGH THE ARMED FORCES ARE PREPARED TO ACT,
Sec. 3.3(b) (1) THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT WILL NOT LET
ASURE NEEDED, HE FEARS THAT THIS WEAK
SOVEKNMENT RESPONSE WILL INHANCE THE IMAGE OF THE SUBVERSIVES
AND WILL CAUSE MUCH MORE SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN THE FUTURE,

Czawﬂ Sec. 3.3(b) (1) EXPRESSED

CONCERN OVER THE SECURITY SITUATION IN COLOMBIA, HE POINTED
QUT THAT COLOMBIA WAS ENTERING A PERIOD DF SUBVERSION SIMILAR
TO THAT FROM WHICH ARGENTINA IS NOW EMERGING, HE EXRRESSED
HO0PE THAT THE GOVERNMENT WQULD COME TO GRIPS WITH THEPROBLEM
IN THE NEXT THREE MONTHS AND THAT THE ARMED FORCES WOULD BE
ABLE TO TAKE THE STRONG MEASURES NECESSARY TO PRESERVE THE
PEACE AND TO AVOID A RETURN TD THE VJIOLENCE WHICH PREVAILED -
IN THE LATE 5a'S§ AND EARLY 68'S,

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

3, €E+NOFORNT ALTHOUGH THE DETAILS OF THE COLOMBIAN ARMY —
PARTY'S ITINERARY IN ARGENTINA ARE UNKNOWN| — [AMONG THE
PLACES WHICH THE GROUP VISITED WERE THE I CORPS HG IN BUENOS
AIRES AND THE MILITARY INSTITUTES COMMAND IN CAMPO DE MAYD,
BOTH DF THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE COMMANDED BY HARD LINE GENERALS
WHO HAVE PRIMARY RESPONSIBLITY FOR COUNTERSUBVERSIVE OPERATIONS,
_COMMENT 3 —EE/NOFaRN-|

HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN VERY OPEN _AND SINCERE IN HIS CONVER
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SATIGNS, HIS CNNCERN AND FRUSTRATIOQON OVER THE CONSTRAINTS

PLACE ON THE ARMED FQRCES BY THnE GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA IS
PROBAKBLY GENUINF SIMNCE IT WAS EXPRESSE(Q IN A VERY URJECTIVE
MANNER AND AMONG QLD FRIENDS, Sec433&n(1hEARD NDO DIRECT MENTION
OF POSSIBLE MILITARY INTERVENTION IN GOC BY MEMBERS OF GENERAL
SARMIENTQ'S UELEGATION, ALL SEEMED TO AGREE THAT MORE FORCEFUL
ACTION WAS NECESSARY AND THAT THE ARMED FORCES SHOULD RE GIVEN
A GREATER DEGREE QF FLEXIBILITY IN COMGATTING SUBVERSION, IT IS
A GOOD BET THMATY THE BRIEFINGS wWHICH YHE FARTYY RECEIVED FROM
HARD LINE ARGENTINE GENERALS SUAREZ MASON AND RIVERDOS REIN
FORCED THE COLOHMBIAN OFFICER'S NUTIONS THAT MORE FORCE, AND
LESS RESTRAINT, IS NEEDED IF THEY ARE Y0 AVERT A SERIOUS
SUBVERSION PKRNBLE#® IN COLOHMABIA, THIS MSG CODRD W/EMBASSY,
T3
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