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T6, SUMMAFIY

(U)_IR fort+ards two Emembassy cables concerning human rights developments.
Cable 3703 concerns recent disappearances and government response to US
inqulries on the lndlvidua'ls; cab'le 4849 concerns Foreign Hinister Pastor's
reports on PEN (Executlve Power) and dlsappearance cases.
C0HI'IENT: Feflt0f0*tf) Concernlng cable 3703, Embassy received a letter from
Jara de Cabezas, which indicated that she had'left Argentina of her own
volition. [t appears that the Argentine military were serious 1n their
efforts to get lnforrnation on this case. It also puts in sorn perspective
the corments concerning Suarez Hason, which appeared to be somewhat self-
serving to begin with' 
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May 4, a spectal roeeting !7as convened of senlor officers of nilitary
lntelligence and pol1ce offlcers. Representarlon lras unusually broad,

lncludlng Aruy, liarryr Air Force, Prefectura, Cenda::uerLa, SIDE and

Federal Security Service. The neeting was reportedly convened at

General Vlo1a's order co obtaln frour each serrrlce a report oa iafor-a-

tlon 1t hed relatlng to Thelna Doroty Jara de Cabezas, pursu?nt to

Viorars prevlous order co fl-nd her. ooe eervlce reporte<i a record of

r brlef detentlon and interrogation follortrlg a demonstratiou of the

thers of the Plaza de Dfayo last year. All servlces denied any

knowledge of her dlsappearance or current whereabouts.

3. Source conmented that a ueetlng of thts nature &-as tmusual and he

OfiAFT)NG OATE TEL, ETI' CONTENTS AND CLASSIF] TION APFROVED EY:
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[i"rr"r"O that the offlcers present reportea! honestly, for to atceept^1

to lie tn the face of a direct order of the Army Cor,naflder would be

both personally and professlonally very dangerous. The concluslon of

the uembers of hls orgaalzatloo !r'as that the abductlon of Cabezas a/as

elther an operatlon undertaken lndependently by lov levef element.s of

a secrrrit,y force, or \i'as a case of General Suarez Hasonrs personal htt

squad perforn:lng arr abductlon of a hlgh-prof11e human rlghts leader

to er:barrass Vjdela and Vlo1e. He reporte.d that the tntelligence

servlces were resigned to ,waitlng untll Cabezas' body appeared,

consldering Ehis to be a caae almost ldentlcal to the abductlon of

El-ena llolmberg ln November 1978.

4. Our asse.ssnent of thls report 1s that 1t 16 probably true ln Lts

essenElal elenents. It 1s posslble that one or more partlcipants

wlthheld Informatlon or susplclons about the abduction. Polntlng

the floger at General Suarez Mason 1s, conruon, end whlle the allegatlon

of hls lnvolvement ls posslbly true, 1t strlkes us as too convefllently

self-servlng.

5. On Uay 9 Charge pressed General Vlolars aide for lnforoatlon on

dlsappearances and was lnformed that the GeneraL had not yet recelved

aLl the replles to hls inqulrles on the uatter but that a respotrse

would be forthconllg shortly. FonOff also sald no GOA response ready

yet, but would push for reply. Enbassy w111 keep the lssue of these

dlsappearances before the COA,
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1. -+- ENTIRE TEXT.

?. FOREIGN I'lINISIER PASTOR REPORTEDLY +oLI o1r tr$sTffiTc_q[-- :

EUROPEAN COHHON I'IARKET AFlBASSADORS LAST l|lEEK THAT A LAhI

CONCERNING THE STATUS OT FAMILIES OF OISAPPEARED PERSONS

I,JOULD SOON BE SUBt{ITTED TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND

THE JUNTA FOR APPROVAL AND SHOULD BE PROMUL6ATED IdITHIN

THREE M.NTHS. AS *ilT6' tt THE FRENcH EIIBASSy (pR'TECT) r
*

PAST0R SAID THE LAhl t.lOULD ESTABLISH THE F0LL0tJING PR0CEDURES

FOR PRESUMPTIVE DEATH: THREE I'4ONTHS ATTER A DISAPPEARANCEI

I]

_!_

THE FAMILY COULD PETITION TH E GOVERNt\1ENT FOR ASSISTANCE

AND IN F0Rt'lATI0N; THE G0VERNt''IENT i.,i0UL0 HAVE THREE MO RE

trlAFTfD EYr
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i-mourus ro ESTABLTsH THE tJHEREABours oF THE otseppennrol

PERS0Ni IF N0 INF0RHATI0N IS DEVELOPEDT THE GOVERNHENT

lr0ULD AUTH0RIZE PRESUll|PTIVE DEATHT 0PENING THE ti,AY F0R

FAHILIES TO CLAII'I SURVIVORS' BENEFITS AND RE6ULARIZE

THEIR LEGAL STATUS. FINALLYT THE FAI{ILY COULD CLAI,II

INDEMNIZATION FROM THE GOVERNHENT. PASTOR APPARENTLY

DID N0T DETAIL H01,, THE INDET{NIZATI0N tJ0ULD tJ0RK.

3. PASTOR ALSO TOLD THE AI{BASSADORS THAT THE GOA IS

REDOUBLING ITS EFFORTS TO NCUUCE THE PEN POPULATION.

HE SAID THAT THE PEN POPULATION SHOULD BE REDUCED FROH

THE PRESENT 2OOO OR SO TO ABOUT 5OO l.llTHIN TtdO OR THREE

IVIONTHS AND TO 5O OF THE "HARO-CORE UNRELEASABLES" BY

THE END O F THE YEAR. PASTOR SAID THE INTERIOR MINISTRY

HAS INCREASEA ITS PEN LEGAL REVIEI.J STAFF FROH FOUR TO

50 LAtIYERS. HE SAID RELEASES UNDER 0PTI0N TJOULD INCREASET

AND THAT 0THER PEN PRI S0NERS rrl0ULD BE TURNED OVER TO

THE JUSTICE SYSTETII FOR TRIAL OR RELEASED OUTRIGHT OR

GRANTED CONDITIONAL LIBERTY. ACCORDIN6 TO OUR FRENCH EIt4BASSY

S0URCEe PAST0R IIIPLIED THAT THE AB0VE-MENTIONED IMPR0VE-

MENTS I.'ERE BEING II'1PLE'qENTED IN TIME FOR THE INTER.

AI'IERICAN HUIqAN RIGHTS COMI'IISSION IT tdHICI{ HE SEEHED

T0 EXPECT HOULD.0@rHE FALLI IN SEPTE!4BER

OR OCTOBER,
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