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2 ' e= /i"i:l:l,E'*18f;" with tT-li_"_*1'" *:f,,&?lh:t'1t
party sources/ustf,tra our prelininary estluate/that the

recent reassignuents in the A:my add up to a PotenEia[y
significant sErengtrhening of President Videla and Aruy

Conmander Viola's hold over the governmenE and the Arny.

'Ihere is an air of expectancy i.n labor and political
circles tshat the removal of General Suarez Mason froa

ssrmn4nd of the Arrnyts FirsE Corps and his replacenent

by General Galtieri, a Viola loyalist, will lead to a

significanE redueEion in the number of dlsapPearances

in this Corps area (conprising Buenos Aires City and

environs) where the greatest nr:mber of such human

rights violatlons have occurred in the past.
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f 3. co1. carlos cerda, the head of president videla'l-l

Iegal st,aff in the Casa Rosada, explicitly predlct'ed

to EEboff ln a conversation February 6 that there will

be a uarked iuprovement in the htrroau righEs Plcg1rre

ln Argentina in 1979 as a result of the recent Aruy

personnel changes and the strengthening of the Vldela-

Viola axl-s.

4. Seconding scatements recent,ly made to the press by

Jrrnta member and Air Force Ctrief , Brigadier Grafftgna,

Cerda stated that che Jr:nta is seriously worklng on

comlng out this year with a new Erade unlon law which

wiLl permit at least a ltnlEed renewal of collectLve

bargalning by labor union organizations. (Ttre Presa

reported that the Junta last week approved new, rnodified

guidelines for drafEing a union law which would begta

to be applied nexE year'.) Reversing what casa Roeada

sources have said in the past to the effect that the

trade union law could not be issued r:ntil the govern-

ment was ready to Put inuo effect the new Policical
parties 1aw, Cerda said that the governmerit nol, sew

Ehe need to begLn labor-manageuent bargaining and

permit greater r:nion freedou in order to rationaLize

the labor and economic situation in the country and

head off possibly serious social agitation.

5. Cerda also said that President Videla intends rIL
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-lI to engage in greater political dialogue wlth the

political parries this year and that progress ie
being made i, x'ffiIiiiSiii*1fl".n" papers d,rarred

by the three armed senrices last year looking towards

a government blueprint for evenaral.ly normalizing the

poll.tlcal situation ln the country. (Note: Ttrls

accords with publicity recently glven the plaae of
three services, but we still believe there Ls uuch

Eo be done.)

6- Cerda affirned hls bellef thar it is Geueral

Vi.ola's intent to step down frou hls position in the

Amy at the end of chis year, suggesting that Viola'g
amhition is to succeed Videla as Prestdenr at the end

of the latter's mandaEe in March, 1981. Cerda doubted

that Suarez Mason would be selected to succeed Viola
as Amy Com'lander.

7. C0MI'IEM; Wtrile we have been hearing this aane

tune from Videla-Viola loyalists for a long tlme

without concrete results, the removal of Suarez

Mason is a dramatic event which could have a

signifieant effect on the human rights picture.
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1. (€'E€}REIF - ENTIRE TEXjl}

2. SUMMARY: Thls report resumes the human rtghtE roturd-

up series, which the reportl.ng plan now schedules every

slx weeks. The Last.repgrt ln this series was ref b,

whLch was followed by refs c, d and e on outloolc, rlght

of option, and disappearances.

IJarge numbers of the most elemental human rtghtg

abuses conti.nue to occur. The exPectatlons exPressed ln

ref c have not bben met, neither has ttre sltuation

retrogressed. While there have been a number of positive
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lI-Vg [d"*r"lopm9nts or"r the past.five monthsr w€ have yet to I

see the heralded basic changes in the operatlonal methodB

and role of the securlty forces - the Bource of the most

cruclal vLolatlons. The attentl.on of the nilitary and

the public over most of thls period was rLveted on the

Beag1e Channel dlspute, the noblltzatlon and near-rnr,

Next irnportant as a diversi.on rere the year-end utlttary
promotlons and asslgnments, the final resulte of the yearrs

mllltary polltlcs..

Thts report covers eignif,lcant developmenta ln elx
areas of top interest. Thege developments show BolrE

signs of Lmprovement ln the human rlghts picture -- clearly
better than one year dgo, but portray a eltuation in whLCh

grave violations contlnue to be contoon. END SUMMARI.

3. Security Force Operational Practlces.

In .fu1y-August 1978 sre rece from

Political sourees that pollce and mllitary counter-

subverslve practlces were to be cleaned up and mcrre

closely gontrolled. Many counter-subversive unlte were

reportedly to be closed down. While the latter seems borne

out in several cases rwe see no evidence of urajor reforms

of the system by which individual securlty units can abduct "

suspects who never reappear. The total nunber of these
from L977,

events appears to have declined/ but the practlce contlnues

fesnite 
reports by senior security officers and stat.r"$
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r' by Junta.members Vlola and 'Agosti that the war against I

terrorism ls over. The Embassy continues to recelve

reports that torture of subverslve susPectB lE co6jn.

The trencl of disappearances is clearly down,. though

the data is extremely slippery. (Our data iurproves over

tlme, there is a.lag J.n reporting dtsappearanees, thts

lag may be shrlnklng acsordln.g to one human rlghts source,

and there ls a conpletely unknown percentage error

resultlng from unreported caseE.) Desplte the many un-

certalnti.es, we are satisfied that the ntrrnb.er of disappear-

ance'declr'nedrrom"nn'o7llRt"lt"rtyJ*.Xt"ni:"f i"*tJrtrrrr.
rximate lV {+mctU:o&:ttbfi:mdrdr;l€rB- fhe

latter
essd figure ls so far from zero aa to be of mostly

academic interest; cautlon should be used Ln drawing

conclusions from lt.
Of interest

futB were a

number of reappearances reported over the past several

months, especiatly the journalist Esteban who was ftnally
surfaced- and charged (BA 7797, BA 7966), Alfredo Sulth

(BA 9133) .and others (BA 9111, BA 0029). The handll.ng
few notf,rrnecessarllyof theselcases does/indtcate an lmprovement Ln securltyAd

force practLces. A nr:ruber of Embassy sources rePort

optLmlsm about reduction of disappearances in Ftrst Corpe

area with the appointment of General Galtieri as

, Commander. DurLng hls lenure as Second Corps iornmande
L 

ure as second corPs sonmanoer:J
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' security- forces procedures' there were relatively far

better, wlth suspected subverslves usually belng

presented to the courts and charged. At the sarEtr.re

disappol.ntment ls expressed over the appolntment of General

Sasiain as Chief of Federal Po1lce.

Suruqary executions are contl.nulng, Borle evldence

belng the reports of bodi.es washed ashore Ln Dece$er
horror and

78 (BA 0530). This kinil of report brlngs/drama to the

sl,tuatlon, but we continue to believe that the best
is

lndicator of what iractually happenlng is the net nurnber of

dlsappearances: Apparently some l.n the cClA use the eane

measures; note the statement to the AmbasEador by the

SecGeneral of the Alr Force that January d,lsappearancee

should not exceed ten (&A 1084). Sunmary execution of

abducted suspects is an lntegral part of the system by

which lndlvLdual securlty unlts are permltted to operate

without accountabttlty to the courts. It aeems unlikely

they can be stopped without overhaul of the system-

Pressure for change of the system junped shaqp-

ly ln December with the abduction and murder of FonOff

official E1ena Holmberg (BA 635 ). The murder of Eolnberg,

a staunch consenrative from one of Argentlna's nost

distlnguLshed famllies seens to have rocked the establlsh-

ment profoundly. La Naclon, *hi"h had heretofore been

gure to isnore the problem, editorialiLAzs:rr1riffJ. the mu-dir

with genuine outrage. flli%H.t3J#.?icationservbesoffices
Dale'. gs119,2g1g

Claceilicctlut
BA-n
t-lt-?t



14. and the RuIe of L,awCourts

A major lndi.cator of nor:nallzatlon is assertion by

the courts of thelr authorlty, and the Government'8

reaponslveness to that authority. In the area of treat-

rrent Of Bubyersl.ve Suspects, the government cgntlnueg

to Lgnore the ."hTrr? 
ojSJr*seir 

part r the courts and

bar associattons Ere<tsruqil Lncreaslngly assertlve
the Ambassador's initiatives and -by(encouraged by/Frnbassy programnlng). In a smal.l Dut

growing number of. subversive cases the executive lc

charging EusPects before cLv1l judges (BA 7965 l.s an. ..{
exanpte) . we have receLved SnuooOOIrES rePorts thaipe$
prisoners are trled by milltary courts, but no data on

ngnlcers ls avallable. O6OE(

#firytX Other lnstances of the courts' assertlon of authorl'ty

were reported in BA 82L2, BA 8796 and BA 1097" The

stgnificaDce oft these events grorys wlth their frequency.

5. Prisoner freatment

Thj.s appears to be one area ln whlch the GoA is maklng

a real ef,fort to j-mpose conslstent central government

control over prisoners who haVe recel.ved widely varyLng

treatment. It apPears to be Ln PreParatlon for the IAIIRC

vislt, and ln response to IcRc urglngs. PEN prisonere

throughout the country are being transferred to six

prtsons run bY the Dlinlstry of Interior. Also ln anti-

linatron 
of the IACHR visit there ls an effort to chars:_,

-l
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r
or reledse PEN prisoners (lrlemcons with ltinlnterior

officials I-I0 and 2-2-791.

In recent rnonths a number of promi.nent prlsonerg

have been released, such aE Alfredo Bravo (BA 0066) or

put wrder house arrest (BA 7098) . Whlle these actLone

shor ttre authorities can reverse arbitrary detentlon,

they have only a snall effect on the total prisoner

populatlon.

6. Rlght of OptLon

This aspect of prisoner treatment merits separate

attentlon because of the detal.nee parole progr.un. After
uonths of argr:ments and pressure, the GOA flnally agreed

in Novernber 1978 to permlt our Consular Offlcers to

lnterview parole applicants. (Apparently there are mixed

feellngs withln the @A about thls progran - see BA 8869

and BA 9110). rwo ll.sts of applicants for parole to the

U.S. have been reviewed, by the ttlinistry of Interlor, and

whlle approving some, many lntervlews have been dl,sapprovedr

flrst b6cause the applLcant has been charged or sentenced

on a criminal charge, second because hLs applicatLon for

right of optlon has recently been disapproved, and third

because he has either been released or granted rlght of

option to gatx go to another country. We belleve that

oyer the next few months our ,ronrut will perzqlt a modest

l_-.1umber of detainees to go to the US. Thls wLlI never J
DECLASSIFIED IN PART
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1""or. a maJor progran untit the coA - as the chirean 
-l

government-finally did -- decides to use lt as a prLnary

vehlcle for emptylng the Prieona-

:&
x*Irt*nnn:or**h

7. IASRC - The maJoi human rlghts event of the period

was @A agreement to the vislt of the commisslon. The

circumEtanceg are instructlve, and probably the best

factual evidence of the good I.ntentlons of Prestdent Vldela

Ln this area. It is important to recall that the

LnLtlative for the possible vlsit of the Commisslon was

wLth President Videla during the vlslt of Undersecretary

Newsotr. Initial efforts to set in motlon a vi81t

foundered on Forelgn Offlce opposition in June'1978.

strbsequently an agent of the Presidency negotlated

[_ airectly wit,h the Commisslon to achleve agreement on 
_J

t
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r-l
a vlslt', whlch was bitterly oPPosed by elemente in the

E'oreign Office. Despite the opposltlon the Presldent
oersevered

fhfE*fX**and the visit was announced in Octoberr

accompanied by nrmbllngs of dissent from the Forelgn

Offlce (BA 8171 and BA 8248) . t{hile the vislt seered

rerrcte durlng the Beagle Channel crLsls, we now have

increaslng reports that the. government is concentrating

on remedial actl-ons to be taken before the vlslt takes

place (BA 0592 r' 0627, 0850, 1084). The vislt Ls a

declslon and action-forcing event which can have signlfican

effects on GOA practices ln securlty and prl'soner

treatment. Though yre eannot account for lt, the @A

seems to be able to contemplate the visit of the INlRtC,

where any dealtng with the UN counterpart would be

unthinkable from their view,

8. Attltudes - lolerance of Diesent

In our expression of guarded optimlsn (BA 75931 we

expressed eome cautLous hopes based on a vlsl.ble chang-

lng of attitudes towards violatLon of human rlghts, and
wLllingness'

greaterxiltliigxx to speak out against abusee-

These trends have continued and lncreased, though the

government response to them has been barely vlsible.

Most Obvlous ls the fact that newsPaPer coverage of and

on disappearlnces, onee taboor' 1" ,ro* almost comll5;n. We

[_- comnented on this ln September (BA 7525], and the J
DECLASSIFIED IN FULL
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-lI trend has been gathering motnenturn. The moet notabler'coverage related to the death of Elena HoLnberg in
Decernber, which seems to have struck a sensltlve spot.

Euman Rights groups now regrularly place paid advertiee-

mentg Ln the press aekf.ng for red,resE of theLr grievances,

and Supreme Court declsLons crltical of the government

ate no longer glven kld-glove treat&ent.

Another exanrSlle of heeltatl.on to resort automatlcally

to force Ls the.case of Jehovah's wltnesseg. (BA 0{61,

4577 and prevLous). The GOA seems to be aware that it
ls lncurring internatlonal disfavor by placlng heavy

penaltles on the refusal of the witnessesr chlldren to
salute ttre flag and bear arms. They seem to be impresaed

by the Ambassador's arguments that the USG went through

the same problem, and they should learn by our mletakeg.

Some confirmation of this appeared in the

which states that the concept of alternative

nllltary service Ls now betng seriously explored.

HavLng noted these stra*s Ln the wind, it must be

stated that tolerance of dissent, novelty or unconventLon-

aI vi.ews is minLmal.

9. Conclusion: There are some positlve events and

trends ri anidst continuing vlolatlons. Quantitatlvely
the vlolations have declined and qualltatively the @A!s

t_
perfornance has lnproved a little, but it iE stUI J
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1. (U) on February 15 the EexE froml"liEtstd€'nt-'Yfdc+ers'-

letter addressed to Suprerne Court President Gabrielli

rras releesed by the Casa Rosada replying to a number of

points made in the recent Supreme Court decision ln the

Suith III case (see reftel). President Videla's letter
stated that he shared the high courE's preoccuPation

over Ehe deprivation of justice in Argenti-na. The letter

3
R

ICA

424

said that without Judglng the merits of the facts contatned

in the L542 disappearance cases before the court' which

only the judiciary has the comPetence to judge, the

President could only share the courtrs PteoccuPation

regarding the matter,

2. N. (u) ftt Pre s iden t ? s 1et ter If,ENt on to P oant out thate

ofiAFntlG oall
2126179

rEL [N CorrEiTi AtrD CrJiSSrt lc^rtofl
nran: jk 277

EY

FAIIarris P0LCOIINS :WlIHalloan
tYr
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the natlonal reotganlzatlon Process ProPosed to

nomalize the couutry in all ereas with fuIl and

effective jurldical Processea and pledged to use

all his forceg to reinstate the real exerel8e of

the constitutional rights and guarantees: Th'

Preeident also Pointed ouc the gtave energency and

crisis situation which had eet beck the country

generating chaos, disorder aud diet'ortions lthLch

had comprornised ArgenELna's conditlon as a society

based on JustLce.

3. (U) The Presidentrs letter ended saylng I'the

ratlonalgovernoentisnakingeveryefforttolnsrell
th.e true exerclse of constltutional rl-ghts and

guarantees,andtruststhatEheSupremeCourtconsidere

thLs the case,rr

4,{$fEobassyComent:TtrePresidencytookEoEte'

if not most, of the sting out of the Supreme Courtre

denunciation of the Executive Powerts responslbiltty

for the deprivatton of justice Prevailing 1n 
Areenti'na

by ustng again t'he Eactic of recognLzLng the validlty

ofcritics'assertions,blamingtheproblemsonthe
crisis sltuation in the last several yea.rs and

pledglng the E:recutirre to work to rectify Ehe

acknowledged bad sltuation in the future' Prresident

Videla often seeks to disarm crlticism in this way' J
DEC FULL

BA-1?
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The responae ellcited soue editorial opinion (See

especielly Prensa's edi.torial reported para 3 of
Buenos Aires USINFO of Feb . 26.) Ttre statenetrt

reiterates the Presldent's unequLvocal Lntentlon

to put ArgenEina's legal syeteu into profer worklng

order -- but leaves in abeyance the question of
when and shether the speciflc complaints the Court

has reglstered will be answered.

(tl/-CASTRO
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h. Ilev-c-rrts ctt ab:ruct:'-on.s received

organizations atrcj tiris Srrbascy shov,' a sharl: drop in 1979.

Our f:'.les list trine disapp€3t?&nG:€s in January, none in
(:;tr i;,i I ir''r '.t r^r. +) ;'. r :'csr jl,1 e titt"cc

Feb:uarlrlg'rrfij.:l;r'le in lriar<:h (see *\nbassador's report of

his t.larch 2B talk i+ith GcneraI" Viola regarding these
(terr al so f ittll n:'i'l . i

three clisa-.rpeardnces v,,l:ic1r V:ola rs; investigating). /

Thls t'"ue.trd of tire clat;1 on rlisal-:ptarances tends to confirm

nu{.erous rcports reachinr; al-L eiements of the Embassy

to tire effeel:. tirat th':, GC,:i hes oi:tlered a halt to

e>rt::a.-It:.:gaL abd':ctictr of suspec'Led subversives and has
G 3ATi lloN A,' lr)

-79 27't t_t
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Senlor rrilitary anrj Presi<lerrcia 5oul'ces state tt:at

operatj-ons againsi: Subversivis h'enceforth wj-1I be carried

out through norlr'aI poiice t'^''-r'dures' Jttnta nenber

General V:'.oLa has stressod this point several times in

recent lrioet.in<ls l.rith .i\rnhas;sac6r castro. Brig. General

r:,-, an ArIIiy C6nnan<1er ir: I'lencloza, recent]y confi'rned

the hacl recuivccl ir.structiorrs that ali detentioDs

to ]:e nacle legal )y anti i:hat he r''as strictly following

Lhese ortlers. Iur irl,it-'.-l' I'la jor in thc l::esid'encia tolcl

Arnry Hearciqu.irters i:acl issur:c

hat bcth Lhe Pres:'-dencia and

instruclion-c to all securitY

force c()trnr<rnd,ct:s to insure t.irat no furi:her i11e9a1

operations took 1.r)ac:e vrithirr their zQnes of responsibility.

B. GOA PR}lPl\Rl^TI()tis ron lAcilR vrsrT ----*

A governmental tasli force headecl [-,7 the Ministry of

Interior is rc'1:o::Led to be actively Preparing for the

Irtay 2ii-June 9 vis; t of tl'le rnte::-Trllerican Commission

on Hunan Rigtrts (II'CHR) . Itr additlorl tc, Prociucting a

thlck br:iefing book cn tho t'isit, governmental and other

SourCeS inclicate thtrt tbe clccJ.ine in disappearances and
,A/

othc:: activities !:eported bel.ot+ are related, tt some

d.egree to the jninilrence of the coa^,.rriissj.onrs t'isit.

C. PBISOiI CONDUCT S1.T$iDARDS

scnior l,linistry of Interior (Minlnt) official has I)
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r establi,sh-tol.<1 the Et.',J:assy that the' Presidenttal iecree

inr-runi,formrule.s<rfconcl.u.cLandtreatro.entforall

Argentine pllisotters -r'-s beit'g typed in final and is

expected to be lssuecl by thc Presiciclit in the first

v,eekofApril.Tlrisdecteereportedlywi}lestablish

for the first tirire rrritten ruLes of conduct and norlns

forthet.rcatmentofa.l,i.Argentineprisoners.-both
crimina.l. and Poli t'ical.
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The }linistry of Ingcr-ior's, effort to reduce the number

of persons being held by Lhe Poder EJecutivo Nacional

(PEN) Presidential decrees is continuing. Since thc

beginning of 1979 through March 25, according to the

press , ?08 persons have h;rd Eheir PEN status removed

and o;r1y 24 ner.r cases have been added to Ehe PEN rglIs.
Bv Embassv count

l:he total'purnher of persols Presently publicly recorded

under PEi'l is 2,689. I'linlrrf Internal Security Director

San Rcman toJ-d the Embassy this r,reek that he hoped

tirat by the end of l'lay thc PEN prisoner populatlon

would be in the naighborhood of 1,800 Persons . San

Roman sai.d hls earlier goal of less than 1,000 PEN

' prisoners prior to IACHR visit does not now seem

possible due Lo "pr:oblems wirh the Armed Forces. "

Accordirrg to San Rottan, Minlnt of ficials are

consulting thc judiciary regarcling each indicted

PEN pr:isoner to verify that the suPervising judge

will not rclease the "dangcrous prisoner" if his

or her PEN staLus is removed. As soon as the Ministry

feCeives suCh assurances, 1-he PEN clecree is removed,

and the prisoner renlains detained during subsequenL

judicial proceedings.
have

Minlnc ancl IIOWG sotit:ces hEx/ told us thrrt special
those

L aEtenEion is being foctrsed on4persons held under the J

ffi
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PEN since 1974 or L975. llany of these persons have colnllletc
their
/ crimirral senteuees at'!d continue to be held only under

the PliN. Accorrling to San Rottran, the I'tinlnt wishes

to release those cases t'rhich tirey,.considered to be

"srnallfry" (pere.ji1) . (comrnent, $i:[}i'J;y: Ehose

who sre considered j-n the "more dangerous" category

will. simply remain unCer ?EI'I. )

Tlris malr novr be easie:: as the Presi.dential Advisory

Parrcl, created by the itiglrt of Option law, has adopted
dtng to IfININI' source

I Fr* worl'.i.ng procedures eli.minating the veto por'rer of

the arresting ag,eucy over tlie release or optiou of

FEI'I prisoncrs. Prior to L979, tlte approval of Ehe

. original arrestlng agcincy vras needed for any removal

of PEI{ statrls. The rat-ionale of Ehe arresting agency

for ti..q continuin!, the PEti detention was never questioned

or reviewed. Horvever, according to the l'linlnt under

the new 1979 guidelines, the PresidentiaL Advisory

Conmission may l1ow overrule the arresting ageneyt s

decision not to release a prisoncr if it finds the

arresting agency' s justi-fication insufficient.

Anotlrer step to reduce the number of PEN detainees,

according to Sair Rornan,is to place new subversive
for processing

cases/di.lectly unEer the jurisdiction of the rnilitary

or civil criminal coulrt system, instead of placing

L- them autonati-ca.lly under: the PEN. (Bui+rli-tiy-xructrllux J
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g. S. REPORTED CL0SURUS 0F C\;ASEr$DffiE FACILITIES

Hurrran rigtrt! arrd released detainee sources have

indicated that a uumber c'f well-knor'rn detenuion

facilities have been closcd. In -some case-s, this

has been confirmcC by govcrnrnent sources. Alrong those

facilities reported closed are t-he Navy Mecharrics

School, the Campo de }Iayo, the Bridge No. 12 faeility

on the Tablada Arury Garrison, La Perla Estancia outside

of Cordoba, La Arana Estatrci-a outside of La P1ata

(rrixed reports), the facili-ty at the Faruaill6 Army

Base in Ttrcr:man. Thc Enrbassy has been told by a

fOI,lG source that arr-angeulents can be made for the

IACHR commissionel"s co vi.sit any place in Argentina

dur:-ng their visiE and they wi"l1 be encouraged t,o

visit the l.larry I'lechanics School and thc Army's Campo

de Mayo.

F. E)rx PRISOi.l REOIiGANIZATION

on April 20 the GOA expects to inaugurate the new

Caseros modol prison in Buenos Aires. The Ministry of

Interio:: plans to transfcr 490 PEN prisoners from
I DEcLAssrFrEo rN FULL _]I 
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f Sierra Chica , 220 PEiil prisoners from Resistencia, ,oil

over 300 PEN prisoners from Coronda to Ehe new Buenos

Aires facility by mid-Ilay. Thesc moves wiIl complete

those prison changes possible before the arrival of

the Cornmission in the Bovernnetlt's.pl.anned prison

reorganization. Several hundred PEI{ prisoners have

already been nroved to La Plata frcm pri-sons in the

III Corps arca and from small provincial jails,

PEN prisoners r'rill be concentrated in the Villa Devoto
6kt'l as PEN holdine facilitv

(toornen --/slated for closing /rltirrately), Rawdon

("very dangeror.rs men") , La Placa and Caseros Prisons.

three prisons Coronda, Sie.rra Chica and Resistencia

- which are reg.qrried by the IRC and hurnan rights

organizations as the worsE of the Argentine prisons

will rro longer be used for PEN prisoners.

L
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2. tC} HRO PREPARATIONS ITOR IACTIR VISIT

Argentirle Pernanent Assernbly for Human Rights

vice Presirlent Emilio I4i gnone fiir*&,r'ftxli}])ti1rgolF

R&8x*')rsPentatleel(irrlate}.ebruaryinl.}ashingEon

working rvith the IACIIR staff PreParing for the

Conunission's site visit' Ilignone infor-rned the

Embassy that Dr. Edgardo ?az Barnica' a Honduran

staff lawyer, has been appointed to PrePare the

Corrnission's report' i'lignone eaid that he sPent

sixfullclaysr.lorkingr+ithDr.PazBarnicaproviding
the Cormnission det'ailed information regarding the

ArgentilrelegalsystenandtheoPerationsoftheGoA.s
anti-subversive forccs ' Accorcllng to llignone ' the

Conmission has a det-ailed outline of its rePort in

hand and is now focusing on those areas vrhich the

site visit can be used to supply inforrnation for

the rePort.

The lACi'lR is rcceiving numerous documents

regar..dingdisappearancessentbyfamiliesandgrouPs

whor.rantC.oinsuretl'rattheircomplaintsdating

from early in this military gove'rnment to the

present -- are also registere<I in that forurn'

MignonesaidthattheConrnissioirlradoverl,500

cases registered tdtetr he r^ras in WashingLon' in late

LFebruaryandwasreceivinS50to60C;'';Xlettersdail{

t-
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report- from a Buetlos Aircs tlerald t{ashlngton

stringer reported that the Cornrniss j.on had over 2,500

cases and wes no'.., receiving 80 letEers a day. Accord-

ing to Permanenf Assembly sources, the Inter-American

lluman Rights Comnission is especiaLly interested in

help from Argentinc I'IRO's :i'"r ii1 identifying dis-

appearance cases in r'rhich there is substantial evidence

of the involvernent of government security forces. The

lisserrbLy has created a small taslt SrouP headed by

Dr. Contc-MacDonald to id:-nt-ify and dOCumcnt these

harcl evidence cases for Ehe Comrnission'
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Suprbnie Cotrr t Injt ia1'ives- -- -
A nunrber of decj.sions have been handed dorn'n by

the Supremc Couru and the Fede.ral Criminal Appeals

Court related to huuran !-ighEs questions since

December, L978. The Supr:erne Court's }larch 20

decision forcing the Army Fi-rst Co:rps to return to
judicial custody Army NCO Berruetal. wtto was under

pre\.'ert ti trt+ dd t en t ior: 
"civiV sxfum.irrxlri,nclicturs.nr for brandishing a pisEol

during a traffic dispute anci Berrueta's subsequent

return by thc Arml' to civilian judicial suthority

captured wide attenEion jn the press. (See Buenos

Aire s zz4 4,*:il &\;+'fl$i}*=rnrrsoilrieuuti@
Also receiving vricle p!1ess sttention \flas the Febru-

ary 27 order of the Supreme Court for a thorough

judicial investigation of the disaPpearance of

Alfredo Antonio Giorgi (Embassy Cas" *:. 68Ll78lL2) .

case tne rrigtr court ri'a\W,ffi}hWXfd( criticiz" 
d#rli,rarTrt

District Judge's failure to Process Ehe/Gi.orgi

habeas corpus petition pc''nrri-nrsrl-y for the insufficient

reason that his Xerox machine was not working. The Court

SxoAgxrnat ordered that a Jucige be seleeted by lot

to conduct a thorough lnvestigation of the disaPPear-
hsve trecrt

ance. These two cases/th'r-e widely poirrted to in the

press and by GOA offlcials as dernonstraEing the

L independence of the judiciarY.
DEcLASSTFTED rN FULL _J
Authority: EO 13526
DIA FOIA& Declassification Services Offices
Dale: octte,zotaffi



OECLASSIFIED IN FULL
Authority: E0 13526

09, ___
Ei-zI- r

TI.YE
Cl rt.s s r li c a! rort

DIA FOIA& Declassif'rcation Services Offices
Dale: octte,zote -l

Rcasonabl.crrcss of PEr\ hritsrtx.ti&fl Dctcntions ----r---
l'he Supremc Co'.rrt i ssued a serics of decisions on

Jauuary. 12, 1979 in tire Yaiicz, et a1. habcas corpus Petitions

hrhich accor<iing to hunte:t lights and Bar Association

sources cal l:. into question the "Zanarano doctrine"

rvhich r+as thc basis of thc Federal . Court of Criminal

Appcals clecision in latt' 1978 ordering over 160 PEN

prisolrcr"s frccd becausc! o1' the vaguc and ul)supported nature

of tlic govclnln,.rlrtr s jtrstif icatior:s for cletaining tltern

undcr the Podcl Ejccutivo Nacj.ottal (PEN). The

Zamgrano rloctr.ine, first cttuttciated by Crilninal Appeals

Court in 1g7?, holcls tltat the Executive poh'er may only

deta in I)crsons unctcr j ts Coustittrtional State of Siege

authorit), for specific chargcs relaterl to the impo-sition

of tl:e State of Siege. The doctrinc ftrrthcr holds

that PEN dctentions are subject to revier* by the

judic.iary to ensure thnt cach detcntion is a reasonable

exercise of the State of .Siege powcr. Ilowevcr, in the

Yafiez, et a1 . dec j sions the Sttprenre Cotrrt overturned

the Fcderal Crirninal Appcals Courtrs prdviotrs orders

T

f re
n
eing ovcr 100 PEN prisoners. The Supreme Court

in,.sinrilar trco sentencc dccisiott
tt

no circumstances "to disqtral ify
t in each case found

thc exerci.sc

of the right of the executive pol{cr to continue

detain thefl indit,iduals." Itlost of the peisons
II cases wcre beforc thc StrPrene Cotrrt wele bei.ng

to

whose

Jhe 1d
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undcr PI;N fot'reasons sLlch as suspicion of assocjation I

witlr subveTsive or'E,uniz:rti ons, etc. The Suprerne Court t s

decision is secn by IIRO's as a serious r+cakening of the

"Zanrarano doctri rrc , " firid i;ircr ing the "reasonabl.cness'r

stanclard so that iL'.',f th(, goirclnnrent has mig-1q}fi- assert

that thc dctcntion is relatetl to "sul;velsion" ancl not.

to a specific crime. Thc Buenos Aires Bar Association

in a ltlalch 16, 1979 statcment praisirrg the Suprcmc

Court's handling of the Giorgi Casc chidcd the Court

for accepting "unrcasonabl€ oilSrr?crs" to habeas corpus

writs f i.l ed on I)EN prisorrers.

Follovring thc "Yai)ez, et a1." Suprenre Court decisions,

tlo nelr PEN pr:isoncr hatreas corpus petitions have been

decided by thc Court of C:'jmjnal Appeals. The press

reported on lrlalch 20, 1979, that the Criminal Appcals

Court harl hcld in a split decision in the case of Sara

Adamchuck th.t the reason given by the I'linistry of Interior
for the PEN irnpr.i.sonment of l.ls. Adamchuck was "insuffi-
cient. " Thc l.linint told thc Court that Ils. Adamchuck

rvas being hetd u[cler PIN detcntion "for her connections

rvith subversiorr. " 'l'hc Court's ma-iority said that

"it is necessary to denanci tltc evirlence to determine

rvhether thc treharrior of the dctairrcd is punishable

by Iaw." The dissenter said that "given the historic

nrorncnt thc country j s going throt,gl,;' thc Adamchuck J

P ogl -----

r'
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dctcnt icn is not revicit;rir1 e by tlrc Judicial Branch.

Thc c.asc rr'6rS, as usual., appea lcd to the Suprenrc Court.

In the cascs of Carcia, et. al. reported in thc

press .n Fetrruar')' 22, 1976, a djfferent panel of the

Crinri.nal Appcats Corrrt found tl:at the gerrcric explana-

tions that l.ls. Garcia, ct al . l{ere teing held "for
links with subversion that affccts thc country" werc

strf f i c i.ent to nro i ntai n tlre petitioners urtde r PEN

detention.

COlflilllNl': PersonneL change-s on thc rccent 1y

reorgan j zecl 2 panel - 6 jtrclge Cor,trt of Crininal

Appeals appear to be the explanation for thcsc dividcd

and contrsr'1, cleci.s i ons.

' Snri.tl: III Rcpercussions

The Srrpreme Court's Deccntber 21 , 1978 rlecision

irr the Snritl: I I I casc j.u r'lhich tlre Higlr Court admit ted

the inabil ity of thc h;lbcas cot'pus proccclures to deal

with t}c large nurnbcr of reported disappcarance cases

indicated a definite privation of justice has led to

a nunrber of repercllss ions. Thc court' s call to President

Videla for the Executite to take steps to rcmedy this

situation triggcred a Presidential reply in an opcn letter.

The President .sr'rted that hc agreed rr'ith the court that

tlrcre had been a serious dcprivation of jus.tice in

L xxxxx x-\xx x xxxxx J{ x xx x-{ xx xx x x xxx.\ x xxx x x xx xxxx xxxxxpi xxl1

-t
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rI Argentina in recent years but noted the difficult 
-_l

period which the cotrntry had Bone through and stated

that one of Ehe priorities of the rnilitary's national

rcorganization plan was to reestabl.ish a strengthened

judicial system. T'lie 'Videla letter occasioned

fuLsome positive comrrents from the press and legal

couununit.y. Hor,lever, Emilio l'lignor:e, onc of the

petitioncr's lavryers in the Si:rith III case presented
legal

ttre Suprerne Court r+ith a/;hcrt memorandum on Febru-

axy 21, L979 stating th;rt if thc Judiciary could

not properly function as Ehe courc had stated in

the Smith I I1 case, Usxl;liur&tr'.ui';tivsxrrasxnaktn6\thE

EltExts-J.$Ex 6f,x r;litsx UtrUI ttu ry:l ux f,er:w.tilon:i ixrpnx sthl,-a4

the Suprcme Court members had an obligation to resign.
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rI 4. MISTREATI"IENT OF I }IISONEITS RIPOR.TED

The disappearance of a Prisoner named Juan Carlos

Jullo from La Plata prison j-n February L979 wag

reported by other prisonel's to fnterna-tional Red Cross

officials (irrs-l'.,.tr) , who relayed che story to the

Enibassy. Neither thc Red Cross nor, aPparently, the

Ministry of Interior has been able to determi.ne whether

or for rohat purpose he was transferred. La PlaEa

prison officials say nov, that Jul1o is not being held

there, and the Red Cross is continuirrg its investlga-

tion. The Red Cro.ss has recently received an assurance

from l.linlnt I{arguind€iluy thaE PEN prisoners would not

be released f::om jail to anEi-subversive units for

' interrogaLion. This prornise lvas PromPted by the Red

Cross' complainr that Horacio Alejandro Micucci-, a

former La Plata University science professor, was

transferred from La Plata prison on August 4, 1978 and

returnerl five days later after having been interrogated

and torture.d with an electric picana.
from inmates at La Plata Prison

StoriJJ/of severe beating of a-prisoner called

Ortiz during February also came Eo the Red Cross,

and in addition to tiiat agency's interest the
lnrl

Nunciatura here is looking inro all-egations;lortiz
"mi s

was not given adequate nredical care after his/ rreat-

, ment caused'internal injuries. A beating that 
I
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R\'Elx Snrxs/ c s
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dux I n3 0 L rrili cA A Ibe t t o P t-n t o the vl-c t im t,a s an

elderly Jer.rish doctol: frot'i Cordol:a held at PEN dis-

position for "several yeal's. " Pinuo, an ePilepti-c,

was badly treated in Cordoba by guards who thought

his corldition rua.s feigncd alld an act of "instrbordinatioll.r'

Transfc-rred try nrilitary plane to La Plata in 0ctober

along with sorr)e I.00 other Cordoba Prisoners, Pinto
by tha guards

\.ras "lrrorked overil/uilon his arrival at La Plata along

with tire other ner'r prisoncrs and died subsequent ly

of a perforated intestj.ne. Treatcd for his injuries

first at the- prjson hospiLal, Pinto was later put
IIOSP IT.qI, 

.

into an outside/pX*nnF for- treatmetlt, vrhere he died in

late !'ebruary.

5, (U) ROCKETNLLIR SUPPORTS U.S. HI.N'UN RIGHTS POLICY

Accordi rrg to l{ocke f eJ 1c.r assoc i ates--!rgr'-e ,

iin hfs meet.ings v:ith Presideat Videld and Minister

of Economy Mar.inez de Hoz, 
.P,,?Y,l": J?f.,lr?f:**:;1"L1?"

visitecl Buenos Aires llarch 8-9 staterlhis suPport for

the Administration's hurnan rights policies though

he expressed reservations about t ays in which these

policics were being carried ouE. His reservations

ConCerrred overlaps into business and economics. Also

present for Ehese discussions was Rockefeller's legal

acivisor, who offered legal argurnent and questions about
| ! r'J r^1- JI ' the status of the detained and disappeared. Videla
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and his advisors repl.ied that I.egal measures would be

restored, but that in cases vthcre there was stron8

suspicion of terrorisL associat-ions but no proof the

suspectts relcase t,ould be diffj-cuIt. Martinez de

Hoz added his belief that proof of terrorist associa-

tions would be hard to present because often it derived

from secul-ity force penetration of organizations that

could not be made public. 
-

5. (U) OPERATTONS AGATNST IIP.O FAI,ITLTARES DE DESAPARA-

CIDOS Y DETTINIDOS
sinft rr:,i\t'-L:i orc,r' scvr-Fel r..'i.'ks/ from family and FDD sourc

L

REports',received/by the Enrbassy/nor.r can be read
A

to indicatcfpattern of operaticns dirccted against

the leadership of the Partido Comunista Argentina

linked human rights arganLzation -- Familiares de

Desaparecidos y Detenidos por Razollcs Politicas (FDD).

Since late September 1978, twenty-one FDD leaders

and associatos have been abducted fourteen hrere

subsequently released, six ren:aiped detained under

PEN, and oner, a Chilean'l{as killed. On October 14,

Lg78, a busload of Santa Fe FDD nlembers was prevented

by securiuy forces from attendl-ng a ulemorial mass

for the disappeare<i in Rosario. Tire mass itself r,ras

broken up rvhel sevcral unidentified men entered the

chtrrctr ancl detonaEed teargas grenades

The bonrbing on Eebruary 28, L979 of the house of 
J
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DanieL Zapp, thc FDD's Rosario leader (his car was
EAITI. iER

bombed/on Oetober L7, L978) and the fire bonrbing

of the automobile of l'ir:. and },Ir.s. Lucas Orfano, the

FDDts Buenos Aires seeretilry and tl'easurer regpectively

further i.ndicate the nature of the anti-f'DD canpaign.

Mr. and Inirs. Orf::.no had recenEly returned to Buenos

Aires from Puebla, Mexico r.rhere they headed the FDD's

lobbying efforts during the tatin Ameri-can Bishops'

Conference. The c.ouple also reportedly has two

disappearance case i-nvestigaEions unde:-.ray within the

IACI{R
Pernartent AssenblY,

The/FDD and the League for the Rights of FIan have

issued protests a.gainst these actions and have called

on the Presi'jency and the Army Corps Cormnanders for
protection against this continuing intimidation.
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7 . {8f Operatious Agairlst thc I'|artido Social ista de I

'rrabaj adorcs ()'Sr) - -;;-;;;;-;;;;;;;; ;;ii"oir- r" trre

Reports frorn rela tir.es antl PsT party mcmbers/indi'cate

that Argcntine sectrrity forces havc targetcd the PST

learlerslrip iind mernbers in scvcral areas' The reccnt

ngxexsf ,i1';s';g-:4{ actions against the PST began in late

0ctober artri early Novcntber , 1978 whelt 13 PST menbers
ln

r.;ere 1ega111'arrcsterl by provincial police/*ttd thc

Province of Santa Fe. Acc''.rrding to PST soul'ces ' 12 of

thc al'restccl tnemhc:ts l\terc bcaten but not further mis-

treatecl . Holr'€:\'er r the PST provincial leader ' Eduardo
Lope z

orcaiTiilor, t{as rertr:vc<I from Rosario ccntral police

statj-on for three da1's and hostilely intcrrogated' PST

pal.tymctttbershercitrBuctrosAireshar,ctoldusthatlte

$as baclly beaten ancl scalclecl nitlt rratcr duri[g his

interrogat iotl. Af ter his 1'cturn to t'lle provincial

policc, he wa-s held incolnmtttticado for two tveeks while

he reco\rererl. AlI 13 of the santa Fe PST nenbers have

becn charged r'rith il tegal pol i tical activity and

possession of subversive literature--olle is frced on

bail , fit'e are held unrlcr the PEN, and the other

seven arc under a judicial detention order'

Tri,o PST nrembcrs werc atrciuctec in La Plata on

January 19, 1979. Aicording to a report by a fanily

intcrrogu*3

p

L member of one of the ahdtrctees, botlr ltlCl€
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with use of al1 electri.c pi-cr:na bcfa:-c beinE turned

oyer t-o the ci.vil crirrina:|. justr'.cc.i sYstem. Both have

|reerr chargecl tir:.th illegal pcll:.ticaI activities and have

been freed on bai.I.

Eight PST rirentbers r',-ere abrlucterl.in Mrar cleL Plat,a Ln

ear?iy .Ientr.ar1't 19i9. Accordirrg to FST party J.eader

sources, those abducteci vtere party acti.t'lsts and stuiient

Ieadcrs ln thrce l,lar c].el Plata higlt schools pri.or to

the 1.976 coup. Leie on Ilarch 24, !979, accor-ding to a

PST source, three PST r,en:rl.)crs wei.e abducted ln Tigre

(a northerir subtiilr of Buenos Arres). There has been

no information regardi-tiE the rrhereabouts of these

inclivrLduals.

Arilbassaclor Castro raiseci tl:eso th,ree cases - the

first since Lranuar)' -- wl'.th General Viol-a Endx on

ttarch 28, prov:i.ding the narncs and circurnstances of the

abduction as reporterl to us, General Viola saicl he couLd

not believe the report, v,'ou1d inve,stigate and inform

the Anbassac'lor of the results.

g. After tl,l j r c'!:-l (r {\i'l:\i rcti }i' 'i7 iO
Gent rll Y'i ol a" t .' cf -ii c: tel e:,1;;,I)nd arsr:'-'in".
ue t::i':t i-.!ll'cl';1,-,rcli tl'i:'t":'::i'ir'l'rccllrt CASTRO

?.rr: nirsoilr jtr fret lrolli;'i.'"j"rc
fol icc .-ct.r.t ic,it lrttl tf,.'it' ca:.t's 1t...'.'e

befll sutrr:ii.tt e,l 1 o r.;'-r'lr.c f r':' tr'i i ctr.

(
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1. (gI nLL te::.l-.

2. In keeping with hi.s pronrise to report to me on three Possib

missing pe::sons, Generel Vjola tol"d me this n:cr-ning (tfarch 30)

that Eddie Juen Earrionuevo, Jos6 Sosa and Jorge Al-t,crto

Sressc-r, repol'tecl missirrg since l'iatct. 24, trere not actually

missing but: wet:e irr custoclf in the El'Tigre Precinct rarder th:

Court's jurisdiction. T',tc r,-ature of the clrarges a.gainst these

persons $ras not reveaLc.d, (see reftel).

3. In qhe saue conversation Viola toLd me that authorization

haci be.en g,ranted for Rabbis Frie dnan (father and son) to visit

Jacobo Tirnerne.n. Thesc visiting Ra.bbis ale from l'lew Jersey.

They r.rill L'e vis,itirrg Tit:cy.uan soaieLiure today. I had previ'.ous

mtlde the request frorn llill Interior, l;tlt iir vievr of not havi.ng

had a reply in two days I later coilEacted General Vio1a, rolto

5 Ar\rD CLASSTFtCATIOI{ AFfi)Ds[

sador CasEro l( U

BY 'J'lAi- ili{G oAi€ 1iL. !Xi' (:ON'I-EIIT

3-30-79 200 Anlassador Castro:nrnp
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' "ppot"otly 6:ailreo the ar'rihori-zati<;::i'

4, Corrm.ent: I'IL extrently pl'eased Vi-o1a contirlues to be

acco;Trinodatir:5i to our Tcquests. In r,y last intervierv he rsaS

not i.n a ha-ppy f=arle qri r'.,ind tor:ar:--t1s USG attitude, trut I

bel:.-eve lie rcill continue to cooperate r.rith our human rj-ghts

inquiries.

CASTRO K+a
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TAGS:

ST,IBJECT:

ACTION:

INFO:

Al-'tB
DCM
POL 5
ECOM
POL/R
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TEL. EXT

GDS 4 /2/85 (HARRIS, F. Allen) OR-P
SHIIM AR

livery of Disappearance Lists

Secstate WASHDC I}-MEDIATE

uscrNcso QUARRY HTS CZ

-€€*lF+fltr'}l.I+t!L BIJENOS AIRES z?eL

REF: (A) State 6617 (B) State 6296

1. -C- entire text.
7.. Human rights case lists prepared SC, Argentina

Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, and Anti-Defamation

League were presented to head of Foreign Office lvorking

Group on Human Rights (F0WG) on March 30th. Embassy

Poloff nade points suggested in reftel A to FOI{G Head

Arlia, (Enboff later, in a "corridor conversation" uith
MFA
/North Anerican Affairs Director Espeche GiI, rvent over s

ground).

5. I'tinister Arlia dutifully received the lists and

after responding with a pro forma statement regarding

"interference in Argentine internal affairsr" nade three

comments:
s t

cot;Elrrs Arro cL ssrFtcaYlofl iY

I

tY;
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f ^ : !Li- -lI Interior have the nanpower necessary to revieu this

amouDt of information. Requests from the Foreign

Office to the Ministry of Interior to review all of

this material would be flatly turned donn. The GOArs

information is not on computers; each case tnust be

searched nanuallY.

(B) The AISC list is an inaccurate compendiun of

infornation. T?re AISC list contains infor\nation not

only regarding disappeared Persons, but about Persons

who were arrested or detained legally, and about per-

sons who were released. Many of the sources cited

in the AISC docunent are directly or indirectly linked.

with terrorist organizations. Specifically information

fron "El Authentico", a Montonero newspaPer published

in the nid-70ts, is suspect and unacceptable.

(C) The Permanent AssembLyt s list appears however
and

to be a "serious document,"/the Foreign Ministery will
undertake to have the Ministry of Interior revieu

that single document.

4. COMMENT: It. seems likel.y that the Ministry of

Interior has previously reviewed the Permanent Assenbl)tt S

list of 4,497 disappearance cases which appeared in

late 1978. The l.linlnt reviewed the AssenbII't earlier

May 17, 1978 List of some 2,500 cases and publicly

1 alrnowlced that 67 of those cases hldr _19!o-rding to _Jr- ff""i;:':5?ili'*'
DIA FOIA& Dechssification Services Offices g1 -17
Dale: gs116,2g1g a-lz-1c
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I- Ministryts records, kri been released'
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This EnbassY h Presented to the ree a

Ro

ed

serv s and the Mina t ry of Interior ( n

(?1 g r list of 547 disappearance cas and
4

so thos disappearance s ported to the Em sy

fo 1979 e ier. To date have received cI ificat
(axnla that ted nersons were ted and tuder )
/fr the Army four cases re ted to the Emb ln

Feb ry and Ma 1979. END CO NT.
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l. (U) SITMMARY: Vague reports which began circulating
late last week regarding a possible postponenent of the

May 28-June 9 Inter-Anerican Commission on Human Rights

(IACHR).site visit to Argentina have surfaced in the

press. END SLMIvIARY.

(U) Press Account.s

Sunday's (4/1) "La Nacion" weekly po1itical review,

written usually by press insider Claudio Escribano,

gtated that the IACHR Commissioners would find progress

not only in human rights area but also an improved

atmosphere of pol.itical dialogue. Escribano noted that

the possibility of the Commissioners' seeing both these

developnents would be firmer if their visit cane in

August. The column went on to suggest that the internal

TEL. EXY

?,7 8
clgr. rEnTs Afi D clrssrt rcAtr(rt

P0LC0UNS : ltrHHal lmanPOL: FAHarris: sz
DRAFTTNG OATE
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procedures of the Inter-American'Hwran Rights -l

Conr;ention night cause a delay of ten to truelve weeks.

3. (U). ta Nacion on Monday (4/Z) ran an AP wire

story datelined Washington April 1 stating that

IACHR has not modified its plan to begin its 'tinvesti-
gation of the Argentine situation" this May. The AP

story went on with extensive quotations from an IACHR

spokesnan that the Comnission had made arrangeuents

which assured the success of the mission. Ttre

Conmission, according to the press account, planned

to speak with governnent authorities, visit political
piisoners, and ionduct investigations regarding per-

sons reported as disappeared. The spokesman said,

according to the story, that the information appearing

in the Argentine press regarding the postponement of
the investigation to August was based on a series of
hypotheses. If during the OASts upcoming extra-

ordinary meeting the question of the election of ner

nenbers to the IACHR r*as put forward and the proposing

country denonstrated that such an election was an

urgent matter in light of the Human Rights Convention

and the new menbers were approved by a two-thirds

majority, then the IACHR would be forced to consider

the delay of its Argentine visit in order td incor-

porate the new members into the Comrnission. Itre
DECLASSIFIED IN FULL
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t--lt spokesman said that at present the Comnission is I

working under an OAS resolution of September 20, 1978

authorizing the Connission to continue to act in
accordance with its old regulations in cases of

countries, such as Argentina, that have not signed

the new conventiou.

4. aG)- Initial Reports

Late last week, the Enbas.sy received two reports that

the postponenent of the scheduled OAS visit was under

consideration vithin G0A.

5. -G)-Enilio Mignone, Vice President of the Argentine

Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, reported to the

Enbassy. on llarch 29 that a colleague of Ra61 Alfonsin,

a Radical Party political trrrt; leader, had called

at the Mignone house at midnight the previous night

to inform him that Alfonsin had been told by an Air
Force Brigadiet that the government of Argentina [tras

going to decide to ..rr."i the IACHR visit." Mignone

noted that this was the first report he had received

regarding GOA reconsideration of the visit. Mignone

said that .ttfonsin appeared to regard the account as

an urgent matter.

6. Former Argentine ambassador Gerardo Schamis,

informed Embassy on March 30th that a Foreign Office

L officiaL "who will be naned the next Argentine J
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GOA 
-l! anbassador to the oASr had totd him that the GOA

was considering a one to two month postponement of the

IACHR visit.

7. € Foreign 0ffice Reactions

Emb Poloff raised subject with F0WG Head Arlia and

FOWG staffer Martin on March 50. Arlia stated that

he had no information regarding any consideration of

a postponement of the IACHR visitr'but added that

one never knor.rs what is going on et the level of
I'the Mondales and the Videlas." In a seParate conversa-

tion FOWG Staffer Martin said that he knen nothing

of plans to postpone the visit.Hrrtir Martin then

went on.to present a detailed analysis of the inpact

of the po[stponement of the visit until August.

According to Martin any slippage in the IACHR tine-

table would make it impossible for the IACHR to

review and approve the Argentine report in tine to
have it presented to the November OAS General Assembly.

If that happened, according to Martin, the IACHR

report on Argentina would not come up within the 0AS

until the late 1980 General Assembly meetinS.
-€t. 8. EI-IBASSI COU!IENf: ?Itrlle we

that GOA bew I on
t

there ml t be advan to nt
conce tac
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' ittOgggpfinl* before the visit takes place to correct

human rights problens it can.trkr This has built uP

considerable inpetus--that just night be dissipated

in the post-visit doldrums. Escribano is right in

suggesting that a deJ.Fy until August would find the

country in even better condition, a ProsPect rde lnust

balance against the long delay in publishing a rePort

that the FOWGrs Martin suggested.

Desplte tlre rumors of poatpone&ent, there lraye been no

suggestlons {n ttre f*Sfr3fu Anbassadorrs recent

meetlnga lylth Presldent Vldela and General Vlola that
they were consl,derlpg any de1ay. END COtr0llEl{f

cAsrRo
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2, Rabbt fheodore Friedman of South Orange, New Jersey

(presently reeiding in Jerusalem) and his son Rabbt Hi11e1

Friednan of Spring Val1ey, New York, vi.slted Jacobo

Tluerman on the afternoon of March 30. Ttrey found hln

in reasonably good spirits but deterurined to begin a

hrrnger srnpaign on April 16 if he is not released. Ttre

visitors and Rabbi Marshall lIeyer, who was lrtth them,

tried to dissuede hiu. (Eurbassy Corment: Ttrey generally

share Embassy view that if indeed the Argentine Government

ls about to free Timennao action to force thls qulckly

might lead to a negative declslon -- rather than G0A's

appearing to bow'under pressure.)

3 dore Friedman said he planned to telephone Pat
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,r-Y1- Derian on hls return to Nenl Jersdy (he left 4lL> to -l

discuss his vislt and the Timernarl case further..

Tiuerman cotrrnented during vtsit he would also }lke

to Bee Aubassador Castro

GASTRO ,{< J,F
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ion of courtrs lndependence from GOA too
place yesterday (Apr 2) when a Federal CourE ruJ.ed for rhe

ateuent of foe-urer Judge Salvador Marta Lozada, a law

fessor at tlniv of Buenos A'rres, dnd further mandatlng pa)ment

of back lrages to him ln surn of one mtlllon pegos ln danages.

3. Key point in court'e declelon wae'its annulluent of rwo

resolutions Lesued by che urilttary delegate at the tmiversity
on April 21 and 30, 1976, disnisslng Lozad,a for beLng"a real
or Potentlal factor Ln the dlsruptlon of the norroal fiorctton
of the institution".
4. Comrentr Unlv of Buenos Aires ls a creiture of GOA, whlch

fulry sponsors and supports it. A rullng by the Federal court

tantamount to ordering GOA to pay domages for dlsurissLng

an educator on epparent fllmsy and grormdless evldence of

1. .({reU) A11 of text.
2, Another demonstrat
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[i"r'e lrnked #ie$ffi8*Xfo*:"fP"E$Fe"', courrs conrinue 
_l

to flex their muscles, leaving f,ear to the winds. It ls

not knolrn if GOA wllL aPPeal.

CASTRO [qV
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Five attol'neys representing the Bar Associati.on of tl',e City
of New York ancl the American Bar Association began a ueek

long inquiry into the Argentine human rights situation on

April 1. The delegation, whose visit is financed by the

P.ockefelLer and Ford Foundations through grants to the

Lauyers' Conrmittee for lnternational Hunan Rightyi.s headed

by the formei Presiclent of the Nerv York City Bar Association

Crville ScheLl. 0ther nembers of the rielegation are: Ilarol

Flealy, President-el.ect of the Interlrational Union of Lawyers

(ftuAlJudge llarvin Frankel, Scott Greathead. and Steph Kas
$V:

DCl,l: MChaplin ) t 
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-lI Although the group had received assurances ln
Washington from Argentine Ambassador AJa Esptl that the

GOA would make artangements for them to meet with'senlor
government offi'clalsr ro,appointments were made on their
behalf. Anbassador Castro made appointments for the

American members with General Vlola, Minister of ilustice
Rodriguez Varela, Supreme Court President Gahrielli,
and Presidential Lega1 Advlsor CoIoaeI Cerda. Other

arrangernents for the vLsit were made by the permanent

Assembly and the Colegio de Abogados (FACA). A complr'.cat-

Lng factor waa the, slmultaneous vislt oi IUA presldent

ZerfJ.ug, who was unacceptable to the cOA on ground.s of
his corresponclence and contacts with the Liga para Los

Derechos Humanosr €rn organization linked to the Argentlne

Cornnunist Party. Zerflugrs vlsits rrere independently

arranged.

The New York group has also held meetings wtth Ambas-

sad.or castro, the dlrectors of PACA, the pennanent Assembry,

Buenos Alres geraia ed.ttor Robert cox, constltutional law

expert and Tinrernan's attorney Genaro carrior the college
of, Lawyers of the crtv of Buenos Aires, a group of defense

lawyers plus individuai meetings with professional regal
contacts, The. group is scheduled to meet the Jewlsh

Community leadership (DAIAL and representatives

,of the Uothers of the plaza de'!tayo,L- ;;;il;;;- 
ur ^aIv' J
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requested with Interior Ministry officials, but has

not as yet been accepted. Although the lawyers fave

met rvith sone family menbers regarcling individual

cases (e.g. Saragovi), the major focus of their visit
has been directed towards the r"s"1,ll*illl}-n and the

thrust of their presentations has been on providing

trials under Argentine law. or releasing the many

executive detainees presently held by the Argenti.ne

government. As of l{ednesday (4/4), the group appeared

pleased with the reception given Ig them by the GOA,

their Legal coll"ugru, and the human rights groups.

2. (U) Becent Disapp.earances

Ir{rs. Marcelina Artola de Barreiro inforned the Embassy

on April 5 that her son, Roberto Marcelo Barreiro was

ki abducted at Ca:narones and Terrada streets in Buenos.

Aires on March 12, 1979 and that Mr. Barreirors wife,

ttaiia Rosa Paredes de Barreiro, was aLso kidnapped on

' that same day on Condarco and Cervantes streets after
J.eaving the police station where she filed a report

regarding her husband's abduction. Mrs. Barreiro.has

no information regarding the whereabouts of the couple.
The Arnbassador ca1led General Viola iuunedi.ate uPon

hearing- thig report, seeking official expLanation.
@iorr*x
3. {C} Rumors of Postponement of IACHR VisitL _i
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[- ,n"'Embassy has receivecl no additional reports re- 
_l

garding the possible postponement of the IACHR visit to

Argentina ts"u Buenos Aires 2593). The rebuttal by an

IACI{R spokesperson which was carried on the AP wire

quenched the rumor! triggere.I by last Sunday's ,,La

Nacion" weekly political colunn that the IACIIR {srtr}
was considering a postponement. Minister of Justice

Roi:lriguez Varela in his meeting with the New york City
Bar delegation talked about the IAC,HR visit as an

event firmly inscribed on the Argentine human rights
cal.endar. We continue with our fingers crossed, but our

ears to the gexx ground.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx ixxxxxxx xixxxxxxxxlxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

4. {G} A.brales Reported Dead

The wife of forner Peronist writer and successfu1 business-

man, Hector Antonio Abrales (804/79/1) has informed

human rights organizations that her husband. has been

killed. Mrs. Abrales reportedly received this informa-

tion from a retired colonel who had been authorized to
inforn the family by First Corps authorities. The source

said that if,asked, the First Corps would EE deny the

report. Mr. Abrales was abducted on January 22, lglg
in downtown Buenos Aires and has not been heard from

s ince

L S.. t€i Right of 0ption Developments

DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL
Authority: EO 13526
DIA FOIA& Dechssification Services Offrces
Dale: octtg,zote Clausifica!ion TA.I'

{-lt-ra

I'

T



a
/P eqc-S-o

ut

aM lt
F941

January I
Dcpr. ol S

[- The lt'tinistry of Interior in an unusual press announ

ment reported that the PEN prisoner situation was t
topic of a special March 29 neeting of the Minister

Interior and the. menbers of a special commission wh

reviews the requests for the option to leave the

country.

.*l
he

of

ich

In response to several of this Enbassy's initiatives,
the Ministry of Intdrior has begun to distinguish in its
periodic PEN prisoner press annouilCements between those

persons rvhose. PEN status has been removed and who remain

in prison under judicial detention and those who wiLl

be freed. Ministry of Interior D.itrector of Internal
iudr* rr"a

Security San Roman(suggested to Enboff recently that

the Ministry woulcl tgke this step in the future. Horc-

ever, San Ronran continues to be non-committal regarding

providing this information to the Enbassy for past PEN

removal cases.

6. (U) Sentences Announced

A number of sentences have been'handed down Ily judicial
authoritie= 1" 1979 against persons accused of terrorist
or subversiv,e activities. Seventeen such decisions ancl

one acquittal harie been announced by Courts in the city
and Province of Buenos Aires. There have been five
cases in Rosario and three in Santa Fe. In a.11 the cases

in which there is detailed information, the persons 
_1L
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[- r,rere arrested and indicted prior'to the rniLitary _l

takeover in March 1976.

7. -(€| CONAREPA Infornation Request

0n March 24, the National Council of the Cornmission of

Patrimonial Responsibility published an official
announcement requesting those Persons who had received

possessions from a list of persons being investigated

under the Acta fnstitucional to contact the Commission

within 50 days. Included on the fist were Jacobo

Timerman, members of the Gelbard and Graiver families,

former President Campora and many former Peronist ,

so ve rnm en r o f f i c t 
" 
r, .'lilirtinlnEo$iffi so'tst ;:ti;3r;t*:,ilii;

on these cases.
8. -tg) HRO ACTIVITI.ES: Further Resune of Recent

Actiyit ie s

(C) Mothers of the PLaza de Mayo

The four mothers of the PLaza de Mayo who recently

traveled to the Latin American Bishops conference in

Puebla, Mexico, and then on to lVashington and Ner.r York,

net with Ambassador Castro on Mirch 30 to report on

their trip. The Mothers recounted their extensive

meetings ln- the Q. S. with Adninistration, Congressional,

United Nations, church and human rights officials. The

L-

Mothers characterized their reception in the United

States as one of great watnth and concern.

The government continues to prohibit use of the _l
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f Plaza de Mayo on Thursday afternoons to the Mothers.*l

The }lothers have adopted the practice of meeting in
' a clifferent church at 5:00 p.m. each Thursclay to say

a rosary together for the reappearance of their
children. At the conclusion of their prayers, the

MotherS hold a short informal information session,

decide on the site of the next rveek's neeting and

then file out of the church togetherr generally to a

nearby plaza which they circle orit" or trvice i.n a

silent demonstration for their dislppeared children.

{€} Perrnanent Assembly Activities
The Argentine Permanent Assemblydis continuing its
efforts to document disappearallce and detention

cases for pre.sentation to the IACHR. Assembly nembers

have expressed satisfaction to the Ernbassy over. the

wide publicity and lack of GOA disavowal of its
recently published list of 4,497 disappearance cases

(see Buenos Aires 2592 Te acceptance of list by

Ministry of F6reign Affairs official Arlia).
(U) Journalists HRO Formed

A new human,rights organization--a spinoff of the

Familiares d.e Desaparecidos y Detenidos--caLled the

"subcomision de familiares de periodistas desaparecidos

y detenidosr" was announced in the press duri.ng the

. week of March 19. The subcommission was reportedL ---r 
_J
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[- preparing a, special report regarding 61 Argentine -l
journalists who have disappeared or been detained over

the past several Years.

t€J.FDD Activitbs
The FDD is undertaking an initiative to petition the

IACHR nembers upon their arrival in Argentina in late

May. The. petition will request reestablis.hment of

normal police and judicial practices (guarantees),

trial or freedom for the PEN prisoners, improved prison

conditions, and clarification of the status of the

disappeared.

The FDD sent a five person {elegation to the re-

cent Puebla conference. The FDD members reportedly

met with 4 5 of the lishops attending the conference and

nade nuneroui press contacts.

{€} Regional HROrs

In March a human rights organization was organized in

La P1ata, the capital of the Province of Buenos Aires

and one of the.rnajor areas of the governmentrs anti-
subversion program. An organizationaL committee is at

work and l.inks have been estabLisheil with the Pernanent

Assembly for Human Rights. The organization's leader-

ship estimate that there haue been a total of about

1,500. disappearance reports from the city of. La P1ata.

t_ 
Another human rights organization has been opera:]:

'ing in Mar de1 Plata. fivo masses have been held in
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T 1g7g commemorating the disappeared. A group of 1 S t;-1

25 notherS have been meeting in the Plaza San Martin

each Ihursday afternoon since November , 1g78.. In

addition, 60 to 70 farnily members of desaparecidos

meet on Sundays at the Capilla Santa Ana.

Another human rights group'cal-led Faniliares de

Desaparecidos de Lanus ran a'paid advertisement in

"La Prensa'r on March 10. Lanus is a southern suburb

of Buenos Aires.

9. -+4i Reaction to UNCffi. t{eeting

Human rights activists have expressed disappointment

to the Enbassy that the lr{arctr meeting of United Nations

Human Rights Commission in Geneva failed to pass a

resolution regarding Argentina. Those contacts noted

that the human rights sittration in Argentina was

considerably worse than other countries whiclr had

been the focus of UNCHR's attention. Australian

Enbassy DCM also expressed e,*searc disappointnent at
.,/ . -.

failure of the USG to support the Australian-Canadian

initiative.
10. {+Upflate dn Important Cases

Horacio Saragovi Detention (?69/7811)

Mrs. Saragovi called at the Embassy on March 23 to

seek Embassy assistance regarding the commutation of

1 the miLi tary sentence issued against her son in
I Jr J Erl LVIILE J-J: I J\rrl Ilr 

J
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[- November, 1976. Mrs. Saragovi rep:rted that the SuprE$e

Court on December 9, 1978 refused to accept jurisdiction
on proceduraL grounds of her appeal alleging a number

of irregularities.in the military trial of her son. Mrs.

Saragovi filed a fornal commutation petition on March 9,

1979 and has been meeting with officials in the Argentine

government to gain support for its acceptance.

Disappearance of Antonio Xduardo Czainik (ZZS/7?/11)

Mr. David Czainik, subjectrs f"tfrJr, met' with Ambassad.or

Castro on February 20 to discuss his son,s disappear'ance

and to inforn the AnbaSsador that he has received

information that'his son is being'ildetained secretly
by the SIDE. Ambassador Castro undertook to raise
Czainik's case with GOA officials,
--The Lokman Case (90/78/11)

The decision on Flarch 29 by the Federal court of crininaL
Appeals in cordoba clenying all four complaints contained

in the habeas .ornu, petition fi-Led on behalf of Jaime

Lokman, received wide press coverage both in the cordoba

provincial newspapers and in the national press. (Sie H

pass septeJ.s'for detailed discussion of decision.) The

cordoba courtrs decision is the first unanimous court
of appeals decision in a habeas corpus case since the

Supreme Court issued its.series of decisions in the

. Yafiez et al cases. (See Buenos Aires 2501, para S).L . ---'' -). 
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i- trre Cordoba appeals court offered narrow interpretati6-il

of the zamaranffiEir.rfr t"s;"u#,fu::rir.

decisiono(r stating tha! assertive and tq$oq€FvocgBfe
{,.o * fibm ('th6- Axecutive

affirnations ttha:u a person is linked with strbversion,.l

obligates the jtrdicial pot{er to respect the reserved

sphere of t,he political power and. not subject such

decisions to judicial review'during periods of State

of Siege. In ad<lition to this clear statement of the

separation. of powers doctrine, th8 cotrrt add.ed that

links with subversibn could not al.ways be proven in

the conrrincing form that the judicial process reqrrired

and in such cases the executiv" r,rts entitled to con-

tinue the 'iletention of dangerous persons by virtue
consti.tutiordl

of its do{lsoomiuotlo0q'state of siege powers

Buenos Aires Editor Robert Cox reported to the

Embassy that he had received a phone call from the

Ministry of fnterior askiug that the Herald cease its
campaign on behalf of Jaime Lokmanrs release.

11. (U) Vil1a Devoto Prison Riot Investigation

Continues

In mid-Febrtrary the Supreme Court ruLed that Federal

Judge Valerga must continue probing into the March 14,

1978 Vi11a. Devoto Prison riot x in rvhich 70 inmatesi cllcd uere t

ryedo*o'rrdeat$ and another 7ry bEadLS injured.

, The Suprenre Court's decisiotr puts an end to a..
L_ 
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l- :urisclictional conflict between Judge Valerga and _]

Judge Rivarola. Judge Rivarola made a prel.iminary

investigation early in 1978 and announced that none

of the victims had died frorn gunshots fired by the

guards.. In making that decision, Judge Rivarola decided

that further investigation did not cone within his
jurisdiction as a Federal judge and he passed the

-tg:tfilqmci,Eoa6 dossier to his col1eague,, Judge Valerga,

who declined to continue the probl. The Supreme Court

" has now',put, an end to:Qfio< controvers/ r the bas{g of' whtch{
'tra-s not beien-made.,bleart..

12. (U) Prison Release Hour Changed

rn late January'the Ministry or j{r.tice 
"mH "

change in the Argentine penal code regarding the hour

for releasing Federdl prisoners at the conclusion of
the j.r sentence, Previously, prisoners rtrere released

at nidnight the day their sentence expired. In

February ancl March , 1g78, four prisoners rvho were

judicially freed from La Plata Prison disappeared

immediatel.y after their midrright release. This led to
a movement by the I'Freed Prisorlers' League" to charrg'e

the rh.riu criminil procedural cod.e to allow prisoners to
be releasetl at midday instead of midnight. This measure

has now been adopted by both the Federal government

and by the provincial prison system in s Aires.

L
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' January 10, LgTg-

PARTICLPANTS, Colonel (Rec.) Vicente San Roman,, Assisrant
Secretary for Internal Security, Ministry
of Interior

Charles Brayshaw, ARA/ECA, Department of State,
Washington, D.C.

toNtrDEilfrtb
GDS

MEMORAT'IDIJM OF CONVERSATION

Kenneth Sackett, Vice Consul, Anerican Embassy
Buenos Aires

F. tA11en Harris, Political Offlcer, American
Embassy, Buenos Aires

Mlnistry of Interior, Buenos Al-res
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Objectives for 1979

Col-oneI San Roman stated that he had identified several objectives
to inrprove the GQA's handling of its Poder EJecutlvo Nacional
(PEN) prisoners which he hoped would be iurplemented by March,
L979.

The first objective is to transfer all PEN prisoners Eo six.
major prisons -- La Plata, Sierra Chica, Vtile Devoto, Rawson
Resistancia and Caseros. Ihe last facility will be used onlyfor transit prisoners. The responsibility for the PEN prisoners
in these instiEutions would reside with the Ministry of Interior,
noE with the MinisEry of Justice or provincial penal authoriEies
as is now the case.
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Ti.= second objective is to remove t.hose prisoners from PEN
s';atus who have been charged wirh crimes in the civilian ormilitery juscice systens. San Roman added that over half
of the current PEN prisoners fall into this category. He
noted that he did not expect to be I-00 percent successful in
this effort, but if he could transfer 85 percent of the
charged prisoners he would be satisfied.
The third objective is for the Ministry of Interior to control
Ehe right of option process. San Roman said that with the
Chile problem, the Min Int was not receiving timely replies
on the right of option eases. This made me6ring the 120-day
legal deadline very difficult. San Roman stated that the
grearest obstacle to the approval of righc of option appli-
cations to leave the couDcry was the negative attitude of
the Tri-Service Presidential Cotrmlsslon which San Roman said
turned down almost bvery case. He hoped that the Ministry
could change the burden of proof in these cases so that i-f
a Presidential Advisory cournission member or a urilit,ary unic
did not respond on time Ehe decision of the }finistry oi
Interior would be fina1.

rhe- fourth objective is to issue a statement to the Argentine
pu!l,i-c demonstrating rhar no clandestine prisoners are-being
held by the Armed Services. San Roman suggested thar the
Bovernment would take the necessary actions to make chis
statelDent convincing so that indivlduals who arere not accountedfor (i.e. disappeared) at rhe time of the statement would beIegally presumed to be dead

COMME}{[: Presidentiar and Foreign Ministry sources have indi-
cated that the GOA has developed an action prograu in prepara-
tion for the Late I'f,ay visit of the rnter-AnLriian Human Rights
coumi-ssion (rAH&c). The objectives ourlined by san Roman ind
the time frame for their aciomplishnenr strongiy EuBBest that
these constitute the goverrurentrs preparationi -for if,e oAS'_
grouprs visit
san Roman's cou@ents about a credible governmental assurance.
that it has recognized all its prisoners and about creating
a- 1egal presumpt.ion thaE all those remaining disappeared
shourd tbeitly- be acknowledged to have died-in coir?rontarionsiwith the security forces echoes reports we have recently heardflrp well placed Church sources of- an Army/Air Force proposal
of last April. This proposal reporredLy irad three phhseS:
resurface the clandestine prisoners, announce that those still
disappeared were probably killed, and change Argentine civil
lardS to shorten the rlure pertods for presr:nptivE death.
END COMMENT.
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PEN Prisoner lat
San Roman noted that aLl the PEN prisorrers are placed in three
categories, which 6'sreviewed monthly. Category I receives
che best treatment. The caEegorLzation depends on both a
prisoner's past record and his/her adjusEaent to prison 1ife.
San Roman noted that some persons who uere held on minor
charges rebelled in detenrion and were dangerous prisoners.
These individuals would be placed in category 1II. l,Ihi1e
others charged with serious crimes, might adapt well to Prison
Iife and would be placed in cauegories I or II.
San Roman stat,ed that the majority of the PEN prisoners were
beEween 22 and 32 years of age. He said they hact" one prisoner
of 16. He had ordered a special study on this )Dulg man because
of h.is age. The psychoiogist found that the youth was'5.ncorrl-
gible." San Roman?noted that a nurnber of older "ideologues"
are detained; the oldest being 80.

San Roman said that most of the PEN prisoners wete former
studenEs at universities in La P1ata, Cordoba, Rosario and
Bahia Blanca. He noted ominouslv,that there were not many
former Buenos Aires Univ*Gflstudents under PEN.

In response to a guestion, San Roman said that there uas no
relationship becween a person's chances to receive approval
for his right of option application and his jail category.

COMMENT: San Roman's statement regarding the effect of
prisoner's category and his optionability was not convincing.
We imagine that a prisoner's prison deportment is a major.
factor in the Ministry of Interior's consideraEion regarding
that personrs release. END COMMENT.

Loknan Case

San Roman went on at great length about how ungrateful
I'lrs. Lokman was. He said thaE as soon as her husband was
removed frou the Third Corps area, I'Irs. Lokman had immediately
demanded his release under the right of option program. San
Roman stated that Lokman was guilcy of "economic subversion'.'
which aras one of the most dangerous fo:ms of subversions as
noney was true po$rer. He characterized Lokman as the "Lopez
Rega of Cordoba." After our comnents about his exaBgeration,
San Roman got serious and said that .Lokman was an unpopular
figure and the best thing would be to alLow six months to

€EltFTEEN++#b
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San Rornan stated flatly. that the government had decided to
prevent any future demonstrations by the I'lothers. He said
that Ministry of Interior sources who had infiltrated the
Mothers' gr,oup had reported chat ti're group luas strongly
influenced by Conmunist and SociaList Party members. - ite
cite<i a Yrrs. Isr;'e1 as one of the PCA mernbers in rhe srouD
and noted that she was a dangerous natural political Teadlr

Disappearance Cases

In a reply to-a question regarding a Min Int stat.istical study
on disappeared cages, San F,cnan said that in rough nr-rmbers th;
Ministry had received 3,000 disappearance reporrs tor L975,
1800 for L977, and 400 through the first ten months of l_978.
(Note: ^San_lgqarr'q figures jihe with a Foreign Ministry
source for L975 and 1977, but understate by htlf of the-1978
ten month number.) San Rouran noted that in general individuals
who disappeared in 1975 and in ttre first half of L97? were
disappeared for good. He stated chat in the latter half of
L977 artd in 1978, anEi-subversive policy had changed and more

-p-e6ple we-E-plaEd under the PEN and allowed to reappear.

€orrrDEli-+ 4

go Py for the-waters to_ quiet be:'. i: pushing for a right of
option certificate for him.

Morhers of the PLaza de Mayo
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MEI{ORAI{DT'M OF CONVERSATION

DATE: January 26, L979

Politlcs and Human Rights

Ur. Robert Cox, Editor of the Buenos Aires
Herald

Ur. f . A11en Harris, PoJ.ltlcan Officer
Amerlcan Embassy, Buenoe ALreg

$Ir
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Mr
Mr
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Brayshaw
Flood
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- Mr. Gresham

de Hoz l{fllln toS Dorsn?

prepared to do thls,lf neces-
Presidency, (COMMEIfI:'The

Buenos ALres Herald has been en.unequivocal supporter of
the present .econoolc plan. )

Ttre llolmberg Case: Unldenttfled Bodles

!Ir. Gox noted that the handllng of the recent reeppeerance
ln the LuJan RLver of the body of Argeatlne ForeLgn Ser-
rd-ce Officer, Elena Holmberg ras an exauple of the
cevaLLer ecceptance and quick dl.sposal of bodies by the
Argeatine pollce. Accordlng to fa.mLl)r teportq a ueuber of
POL: FAllarris : sz

U Drafttng Offlce and Officer
€OntrEENEIrth
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the Lanusse faurily (related to the Iloluibergs) was rowint I'n
the Lujan Ri.ver when the body of a wouan was found. Ile
passed this infomatlqr on to the Holnberg farnrly, whg ?nade

an tnquiry wLth the local police authorttr.es. lhe po11c9
denied that eny cadavers had been forrnd ln the river. The
fanily becare suspiclous and broug[rt pressure on the local
poltcl, which led to a judlcial order to produce the !ody.the local police dug up the body of another person taken
from the river, a male, for Lnspection by the llolnberg
famtly. Idhen Judge Marquardt learned of this, he ordered
the dLtention of L7 or Co indlvlduals tavolved wlth the dle-
covery and burLal of the bodies. Ttre wouan's body was then
produced whleh was degermined by a forensic expert to be
the cadaver of Miss Holmberg.

l{r. Cox errphasi2ed that this grLzzly Btory tndtcated the
lack of investLgatior by poLice authoritLes when they ftnd
cadavers. Ttre bodiee are preauoed to be vLctims of antl-
subversive actions and are prouptly burled in urrnamed
graves wlth no Erore than a iursbry atteupt to identify the
bodLes. At moct, fingerprints are taken from the corpses
and sent to Buenos Atres or La Plata for identLficatio'n.

PolLtlcal Ruuors

Cox reeled off a nunber of current polltical rumors, indi-
cating the aecendancy and decline of all the various
factions withi:r the armed forces. He oplned that the
variety of the etories indicated thet Argentlne was pro-
bably Ln for a perLod of polltical stablllty rrnder ite
current leadership for at least the next year.
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DATE: January 26, L979

Military Polltice and Hrlnan Righte

Mr. Oscar Cardozo, Politleal Reporter,
Clarin Newspaper

Ur. F. Allen llerrte, Po1l.tlcal Offtcer,
Aoerican Embassy, Buenos ALree
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ts Situatlon

Mr. Cardozo observed that although the hunan rlghts sttu-
ation waa luproving quantltatively, it was woreening
qualLtatl.vely. He Dentr.oned that he, sB a fomer PeronLet
and as a -politicg,L reporter, wqs becoaLng tncreaeingly
concerned about hls personal safeti. ln Aigentlna. f,e
oplned that two or three yearo ago his naoe would aot be
on any operating group's 1ist. Ttreee.groups were tartet-
lng lndirriduale involved wlth terrorleG or actlve poli-
tlcal subversives. The situatlon has now changed and the
persons being "Eueked up" (chrryado) by the anti-subverslve
operatlorre are increbslngly leftlsts and intellectuals
wtro hold or have held ideas contrary to those of the govern-nrent. Car:dozo cited the mornlngts nerrs of the diaappear-
filce of llector Abraleg, a Peronlst lntellectual, success-
ful engineer and prominent businessnen.

COIIMENT: Cardozots concern, as well as his guantlty and
qual.lty. gqrrrment are of Lnterest. ,A^s antl-eubverslve
operatlons begln to terget eofter tdeologtcal targets,
especlally those who are well-known leftlet 'rlntellectuals'r
and .professlonale, the operatlons begln to lrorry a greater

\kro,FAIIarrta:sz
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Cardozo noted that the previous strength of Peronisu had
been lte Lts to
iseues ts enorupus bro ar It

everyone frou profee sorg to street cleaners.

2

percentage of Argentina's professional c1ass, who-begln to
see theuselves as possible targets of the antl-subverslve
caryaign. Recently, an Ary lntelligence officer lnfo:rmed
the-Eu6assy that the 601 Intelltgence Battallon had Juet
taken over another floor aE its Buenos Airee headquarters
to expand "intelllgence actlvltles" on "corrnunlst and
sociallsE targets.'!
Peronist Ideology

Cardozo boasted that he was I meuber of a Peronist study
group. Although none of the group had "qualiflcatioDs"
as en intellectual, they were meetl-ng to try and fomulate
an tdeological basis for a modern Peronist Eoverent.

rraa a Party
Ttre probleu
Peronlgu hae
tnrrxLet but
Peronist po1
tems.

MIGg for Argentlna?
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that the group was gr8PPltng wlth wag that
always been adamantlyanti-cormr:nlst and antl-

that enpresa the ideologlcaI basts ofing
onlylclee could adequately be done in roanrLst
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MEMORANDUM OF COI.IVERSATION

DATE:
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SUBJECT:

PLACE:

February 1, 1979

Joaquim Morales Sola, Assistant Managiirg
Editor of Clarin and APAO John Coir

Martinez de Hoz, Holnberg Case, USSR
Influence

Anrerican Club, Buenbs Aires
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Morales Sola said that Presidentiel Ad
friend; had told hin that Moyano had a

@, accePted bY Videla,_
ffi-oz-uuslgo. M-yano had talked with F
Fgliese, among others, asking thein fo
national economic plan and the name of
Martinez'de Hoz. Morales Sola said he
in the economic policy ln March.

of independent and perhdps natio
knew nothin! of a possible link
arrd rnilitary factions and though
ilwi tlrout pouertr .

ti3br Moyano, a
c-eliea irit iost
th-t Mprtinez d_e

rigerio drtd
r two things: a
a successor to
expected changes

Morales Sola furthef said that labor unrest was s
because of inflation. He said that the metal uor
textile workers and state employees unions were t

na1 strikes soon.
betweeh miiitant
t Suarez Mason to

r6 father who sai

p
k
a

llorales Sola, who knew liolmberg well, said he spoke
d thefew days ago with Holmberg

believed Massera wa s behind
,
h is daughtei's death.family

The father said that Hoimberg had spoken out dn her
return from Paris about had in

e5
t ssefa was itty
v olencb n o t cs o

esponsible for e a 8o a
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Re USSR influence, l"lorales Sola said that he believe& t.ho
Russians sent technicians to help'suryey the ?arana Medio
project to support Argentina in lrer lrgument with Ilrazil
ind-Paraguay oier It,aipu. The Argentines, he-said' were
trying to tell the Pariguayons that they could do without
CorpuS (Argentine-Paraguayun hydro-etectric project) and
dovLlop the Parana Medio project hy thernselvcs.
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PEN Prisoners and Human Rights

Col. (ret.) Vincente
Internal SecuritY,

l{r. Kenneth Sackett,
Buenos Aires

t'lr. F. Allen Harris,
Buenos Aires

Irlr. Peter Reyes, TDY

€ utl t,
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San Rornn, Director General for
l4inistry of Interior
Vice Counsel, Amrican Erbasiy,

Political Officer, Arerican Embassy,

INS 0fficer, Departrent of State
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A call was rnade on Col. San Roman specifically to introduce TDY Il{S 0fficer
Reyes and to resolve a number of issues regarding the right of option
program.

Right of Option Problems

In response to l4r. Sackett's requests, San Roman nade the following decisions:

Granted permission for l4r. Reyes to interview PEN detainees applying
for paro'le into the United States.

Promised to reply on February 6 or 7 to the Embassy's latest request
to interview some 9I PEN prisoners who have applied for the US
parole program.

Stated that he would check with the Federal Security Service to con-
firm that pa role documents for PEI{ prisonirs departing for the

be delivered the detainee at the Federal PoliceUni ted .States
Headquarters
processing.

the prisoner being
may

while
tg
is
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Stated that to speed the processing of the PEN applications his office
would treat as "optionable" for the u's' Embassy, those PEI{ prlsoners
who had six months or less to serve of a civil or military sentence.

Stated that as a special procedure, he personally would change the
final destinations of detainees to the United States if those Persons
were acceptable for the U.S.G. parole Program and if the family
presented a letter stating that the detainee wished resettlenent in
ttre United States instead of the country originally Iisted on the
person's right of option application. San Roman emphasized this ad hoc
procedurer was preferable than beginning the entire applicatlon-de
novo in cases where the detainee wished to change his country of final
desti nati on .

Affirred that persons under house arrest or conditional Iiberty
(libertad vigiladtr) are'eligible to apply for the right of option pro-
gram. San Roman noted that these persons had a good chance of having
their PEN status completely renpved and consequently should weigh
carefully whether they wanted to 'teave Argentina under the right of
option program as they would.not be able to return until the state of
siege had been lifted.

Di sappearances

San Roman remarked that he was nou{ responding t'o inquiries on disappearances
that had been received by the llinistry of Interior prior to his becoming
Director General of Internal Security. He noted that his predecessor had
not replied to the many letters and te'legrams asking for help in locating
disappbared relatives. San Roman said that that policy waq wr^ong, that
Argentine citizens deserved to knor that the government had in fact received
their reports of disappearances and was seeking information regarding the
whereabouts of the missing per3on.'

PEll Prisoner P Imorovemnts

l{e discussed the interest in the right of option prcgram among U.S. Congress-
mn.and hurmn rights groups in the United States. San Roman corrrcnted that
the Embassy's referenies to the right of option program, especially during
Ambassador Castro's meetings with President Videla and Junta rretlSers, utne
very useful. San Roman said that if the U.S. continued to push from the
top and he continued to'push from the bottom, the right of optlon Pnogram
might improve.

San Roman mentioned thatat the most.recent PresiOen'ftat Right of Option
Advisory Council meting, the panel had approved over twenty-five right of

#l+FtDElfrrll'F
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option cases. He said that gnerally at such nreetings, the panel only
afproves two or thr.ee option cases. He said this was an excel'lent slgn.
Siir Roman noted that eight of the cases involved prisoners who still had
to complete their court inposed sentences before they would be allotled to
leave Argentina.

San Roman said that with both Chile and the major cormand reassignnnnts
now settled, the processing of the right of option applications through
the varlous milltary cormands had improved markedly.

San Roman said that the procedures had been completed for transferring
aII the PEN detainees to six penal facilities rhich wou'ld be run by the
t4inistry of Interior. He also nrentjoned that the Inter-Agency Uorking
Group pieparing a "new law" on prisoner treatnent (to apply to both
ordinary criminal and PEN prisoners) was working welI.

Anti-Subversi ve Acti vi ties

During a discussion of recent disappearance cases, San Roman noted that in
the January abduction of engineer Abrales it was still unclear whether it
was an "independent operation" conducted by an official group or an

extortion attempt. He noted that he had rret with l.lrs. Abrales yesterday
and that the tliiistry's inquiries had not t'urned up any information re-
garding the disappearance.

San Roman said that the ltinistry's policy was to provide all the informa-
tion available regarding disapPearances to the concerned families. He
joked that ubecause he did not have enought to.do,'! !'linister Harguindeguy
had appointed him as chairman of an Inter-Agency Committee to improve the
"coordination" between the gOvernnent'S seCurity forCes. In a back and
forth conversation, San Roman stated that responsibility for conducting
anti-subverslve operations wotild remain as it has been under the 4rury
Corps Conmanders, the ttlilitary Services and the Federal Police. Each

wouid continue.to have their area of normal responsibility. The focus of
thri Inter-Agency Corunittee ras to establish procedures for the operational
units to provide information regarding'operations conducted to the
Ir4inistry bf Interior and'to turn prisoners over to the central governrent.
He said that.the anti-subversive units had to be forced to provide
information on persons detained and at sore point turn these prisoners
oyer to the cenlral governrent, instead of detaining prisoners ln their
own facilities.
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Supreme Court Decision in Smith III
I'lignone enthusiastically read sections of the just-re]eased Argentine Suprere
Court Decision in the Smith III case. tlignone, onE of the principal organizers
of the Permanent Asserbly-sponsored caser charactirized the Supreme Couit's
decision as a direct admission by the Court that it was powerless mder the pres-
ent circumstances to protect the rights guaran.teed to the Argentine citizenry
by the Constitution. l,lignone stated that his first reaction to the Supreme
Count's decision was to call on the members of the Court to resign "en banc" t6
protest against the usurption of the judiciary's powers by the present government.

0peration Against ."Casa Ae .ia Juventud" I,lembers

Mignone reported that Father Hemera'Ga]lo, the Catho'lic Church's "youth pastor"
and a close friend of Cardina'l Aramburu, informd him last week of Cardina]
Aramburu's intervention with First Corps Corunander Suarez Hason to obta'in the
release of 64 abducted fornprmembers ofa christian socialist youth organization
cal'led the "Casa de la Juventud." This Church-run recreation-sociaJ center,
was organized and run by an activist priest in the early 70's. It was closed in
1974. In mid-Decenber, .l978, a large-scale anti-subversive operation was run
against the Casa de Ia Juventud's former members by the First Army Corps.
0perat'ives ca1led at the old addresses listed for the Casa's mertership and in
many cases pressured the parents and neighbors for the current address of the
former Casa's merbers. Seventy persons were rounded up, including many couples
who had met at the Casa and 'later married. In several cases, the apartment doors
of those taken were c'losed with First Army Corps' seals. '
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Father Herrera Gallo i,:C photo enlargerents made of these seals. The priest then
convinced Cardina'l Aramburu to call on First Corps Cormander Suarez l,lason to
present the photographs of the seals, and seek the r€lease of the individuals.
Suarez l,lason admitted that the individuals had been picked up in a First Corps
operation and promised to expedite their re'lease.

Ga]lo told l-lignone that as of the end of January 64 of the 70 individuals
abducted had been freed. Cardinal Aramburu has ordered church rBmbers to main-
tain strict si'lence about the Army operation against the Casa de Ia Juventud
and his intervent'ion. The father said that the Casa rembers were tortured
innpdiately after the'ir "arrests" and were he'ld blindfolded at a military facility
wh'ich they be]ieve. was on the Campo de Mayo.

Father GaIIo assured M'ignone that the Casa de la Juventud had no connection with
any subversive activities and expressed concern that the Army )ras now persecuting
Church-related groups which they believe represented dangerous ideologies. The
priest said that an Army contact had told him that the Church's intervention
saved the group's members "from going to the farms (granjas) from where it is
very hard to leave." Life on the granjas was described as I'very difficu'lt, as
the farms are se] f-s uf f i ci ent. "

Father Herrera Ga'l'lo said that during Cardina1 Ararburu's recent meeting with
the President, General Videla to'ld him that Vide'la hoped that before the Inter-

2

Arprican Cormission on Human Ri
government would have some sign
appearance cases. GaIlo noted
adopted a very hard1ine attitud
wi th Cardi na'l Aramburu.

hts came to Argentina, perhaps in Harch, the
ficant information to re'lease regarding the dis-
hat in contrast General Suarez l'lason had
toward the "desaparecidos" during his meeting
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Hignone, whose own daughter disappearcd in l4ay, 1976, was understandably inter-
ested in the report.regarding the "work farms." l.lignone noted that severa'l 'long

term reappearance cases reported that they had been he'ld on work farms in the
campo.

(C0MltlENT: The Nunciatura has received only a partial report of the disappearances
of the forrer members of the Casa de 'la Juventud. [.le are checking further on
Father Herrera Gallo's report. There have been severa'l reports to human rights
groups from long term "reaprecidos" that they were hdld on work farms in the
interior of the country. END CO}4I'IENT) I

Human Riqhts at Puebla

Mignone sa'id that he had received a call from Mexico1ast night inform'ing h'im that
the de'legation of the lilothers of tJre P1aza de Mayo had been received by the
Puebla Conference President, Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider. The mothers presented
the Permanent Assemb'ly's recently issued'list of 4,382 disappearances and djs-
cussed the Argentine human rights situation with the Erazilian Cardinal. The
Cardinal promised to inscribe the Argentine disappearances on the conference's
agenda' 
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Mignone noted that the mothers'meeting with the cardinal was "providential."
Doctora tlesterkamp (she and her husband are both active in the Permanent
Assembly) flew frorn Buenos Aires to ilexico on an Air France flight wh'ich stopped
in Rio. Cardinal Lorscheider boarded the pl'ane there and sat niar her. She was
able to have a long discussion rith the Cardina'l and interest him in the plight
of the families of the desaparecidos in Argentina.

rati inst the Partido Socia ista de T

Mignone stated that the Assembiy has received nine reports of disappea-rances of
nembers of the Partido Socialista de Trabajadores (PST) in January. Seven of the
abductions took place in La Plata, the capital of Buenos Aires Province, and two
abductions took place in Buenos Aires. l4ignone described the PST as a party of
Second Interna-cjonal ideologues who specifically rejected temorism on doctrinal
grounds as they believed that spontaneous uprisingof the massesart the "midwives
of h'istory," not individua'l tErrorist acts. t'lignone. noted that the party had
been prohibited and dissolved by law in 1976 and had ceased to function as an
entity. Operations had been conducted against its rembers in '1975, but had been
sporadic and rare in the ]ast two years, until recently.

HuBgn Riohts Gains

Mignone said that although the governmentrs policy of using "terrorist tactics"
against subversives had not changed, 1978 had seen sore gains for the human rights
efforts in Argentina. The human rights organ'izations had obtained increased
public acceptance. Fami'lies were becoming less suspicious 'about reporting
d'isappearance cases to'the Assembly. More oId cases were being reported each
day. New cases were being reported with'less of a time 1ag. The Asserbly's
"La Prensa" advert'isement in May'1978 listing over 2,500 "desaparecidos" had
been perhaps the most significant event for the Assembly during the year. This
event had sparked a more open attitude towards human rights among the Spanish-
language press which now accepted huriran rights advertisements and published sma1l
stories regarding disappearances, 'legal decisions, and the activities of the
human rights organizations. The Spanish-language press had recently begun to
editorialize against the continuation of i11ega'l anti-subversive operations.
"La Prensa," "La Nacion," and "C'larin" had all editorially issued the call for
the return to 'lega1. procedures.

Mignone said that the human rights organizations sti'l'l had a long way to go.
Debate fo1 example within the Assembly, was characterized by fear of pushing the
governrent too hard and provoking a counter reaction. He said that with the
exception of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, al'l the human rights groups 'in
Argentina were extremely timid in pressuring the governrent for progress in the
human rights area.
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Mi I itary Reassignments

Mignone com,rpnted tha| on balance, the recent'ly announced military reass'ignments
co;ld be he1pful for human rights in that some of the major hardliners had been
removed from key troop command positjons. Suarez Flason's leavi!9 the First
Corps, General Ri verpi' leav'ing the Campo ds _Mayo, , and Admi ral Chamarro's Ieaving
the Navy l.lechanics School, would all be helpful .

Mignone noted however, that the appointncnt of General Sasiain as the head of
the Federal Police r'as a serious threat, especially if anti-subversive activities
wer'e transferred to the Federal Po1'ice- Hignone noted that General Sasiain was

of Lebanese extraction. His sister and brother-in-law, General Caceres I'loni6,
a forrer Army general and chief of the Federal Police in the Lanusse Administration,
were both k,i'lled on their retirement chicken farm by Hontoneros in Entre Rios
Prov'ince in '1976. Mignone described Sasiain as an extremely bitter man whose
Tenth Army Regiment in La PIata had run one of the severest ant'i-subversi've
campaigns-in lhe country, The camoaign was directed primarily agai.nst the 'leftist
stubenis and faculty oi the formerly marnnth (200,000 students) Un'iversity of
La Plata.

More Floating -B_odies

Mignone said that the Assembly had recejved severil reports that the-bodies of a

man and a woman were found floating in the nevl port area of BuenOs Aires on
January 22 around l:30 p.m. The bodies were reported'ly in good condit'ion. Both
individuals had been shot in the head. M'ignone sajd that the Assembly pl.anned

to make an inquiry to see if the police had identified the bodies. lf not,
the Assembly wou'td fi'le petitions to force the po'lice offjcia'ls to conduct an

investigation into the murders
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Mr. Cox said that he had been "calIed in " by the'Secretary General
bf the Presidency, General Crespi, regarding his recent "Newsweek"
story on Jacobo Timernan. Cox noted that'in earlier times he had
adopted "1 was a naughty boy and wonrt do it againr" attitude dur-
ing these meetings, but that he was nol{ too old for thet plCIy. He
said that he .was surprised that Gen. Crespi was poorly prepared
for the interview. The meeting started in the usual friendly
Argentine fashion and finally got around to r"the damage ilone to the
country. rr '

Cox said that he replied directly that the damage being done to
Argentina Has not caused by the article but was caused by the mili-
taryts continuing detention of Tinernan in the face of the Suprene
Court's decision declaring Tinerman's PEN detention illegal. To
Cox's astonishment, Crespi denied any knorrledge of ej.ther the
Supreme Court's decision or the decision by the Arnyrs Speci.al
Tribunal. which had cleared Tinrerman of any connection trith subver-
sion. Crespi reportcdly fell back on a weak attack against the
Supreme Court: Crespi maintained that if Miguel Lorqnzo or
Isibelita were brought before the Suprene Court, the court would
find their detention illegal elso.

Cox said that there were two Uarbs in the "Newsr,veek" article rchich
the Casa Rosada especiatly objected to. .Fi;st was the Videla quote
that Timermants being a Jew didn't help his case. The sccond was
the inpression that yidela uas'a veak President who did not conttol
events in Argentina. Cox noted the irony that externally the nili'
tary nish to project an inage of strong executive but internally

. -eonHtEi+r*tts

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL
' Authorily: EO 13526

DIA FOIA& Dechssification Services Offices
Dale: octts,zots 

BA{

(b)(3):10
USC 424

l
3



l'r ,

^Lr)

. DECLASSIFIED IN FULL

Authority: EO 13526

DIA FOIA& DechssFpation Seryices Offices

fitttfD!il?friE Date: s811s,2s16

wished to project the inage of a week President who needs the support
of all thinking people against the hardliners arrayed against hin.
Cox said that the government really coul.d not have it both ways.

rrWashington Post" Repo rter to be rtBlled fntl

Cox said that the ltashington Post's local girl Friday had told hin
that the Argentine Navy has requested Charles Krause to neet rrith
Navy officials when he returns fron a Jonestown Dassacre book promo-
tion tour to London. Cox believes that the reason for Krausers
being called in is related to his early Uarth stbry on the murder
of Argentine Foreign Service Officer Elena Holurberg.

Confirnation of Deaths - Trial Balloons

Cox rela.ted stor,ies--which also had begun to cone to the Ernbassy--
regarding the Interior Ministryrs Office of Internal Security
informing a few families recerrtly that their. sons had been ki1led
in confrontations rvith the military forces. Cox opined that these
were trial balloons by the l"tinistryrs officials to see vhat the
reaction of the fanily. members would be.

2

Cox said that the disappe
G0A, as the families voul
hard infornation on the f
the majority of the offic
of den-ial of information
urilitary service and its
dirty job to save their c
noted that even those who
the parents within the ni
tect the military reputat
of institutional loyalty.
Trip to U.S.

DCM:

arance problem was a real dilemna for the
d never cease searching until they had
ate of their children.' On the'other hand,
ers in the nilitary felt that the policy
had to be continued out of loyalty to the
menbers, who had undertaken to do this
ountry from the cornnunist threat. .Cox

I:
I

felt gcnuine synpathy for the p).ight of
itary had an overriding concern to pro-
on as an institution--it was a question

Cox nentioned that he will be attending seminars on Argentina in
the U,S. in early may at Georgetorvn and Harvard Universities. .Cox
noted that he was beginning to worry about beconing the "liberaljustifier of the GOA."
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Foreign Minister.i s Proposal on "the Disappeared"
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On Novenber 3, 1978, FOWG Chief, Juan Carlos ArLia, said
that in May, 1978, Foreign Minister !,lontes made trro pro-
posals to the Junta regarding resolving the disaPPearance
question:

(1) Foreign Minister Montes proposed that the time period
for presunption of death in disappearance- cases be
shortened to uro years fron the present three. Arlia
comnented that this would probably affect over 501 of
the disappearance cases.

(2) Ailm. Montes also suggested that the GOA pubf ish lists
of all those persons being held and then affirn that the
government was not holding any other_ prisoners. This
would encoirrage families to accept the fact that if their
children were'sti11 "disappearedr" they probably died in
"confrontstions with the security forces."
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