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P rovinces and, some obs erv.ation's b MG Viola, Arrrly Ohief of .Staffregarding terrorist ac
vtivities in Argentina.
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e-. (tI) On 9 February t977, an article appeared in the Buenos
Aires Newspaper "Clarin" titled t'Tucuman T\nlo years Later.t' The
news item pointed out that two years ago on 9. February 1975, the
Armed Forces launched "Operation lnOependenc-e" in Tucuman
Province which was design'ed to eliminate l,lario Santuchots subver-
sive group, Ejercito Revofucionarl.o del pueblo (une). The artlcle
went on to sflr that the former Provincial- Govdrnrnir-rtl helped
create the cltmate for subversion in Tucuman. rn €ssence, the
government was negligent, ignored the problems of Lhe province,
and al-l-owed the guerrillas the opportunlty to exploit the socto-
economic disequilibrlum that existed there.

1.. . (Y) Upgn entering the i:one of operations, the Anny recognizethat it must fight on two fronts. Frrst, the mir-itary-had todefeat the subverslves in the jungle and destroy their loglstic
support system. The second effort was to "correct the injusticesfound.in the provl-nce. BG Edgardo vrLAS initiated the 6altte
and was fo]Iowed by BG Antonio BUSST. The Army systematically
attacked the guerriltas and the last survivors of the subverslve
movement reportedly fell on 12 November LgT6

i.. (U)- The_Artic1e concLuded that Gerieral BUSSI is continuing
the work 1n Tucurnan by addressing the social problems that existin the Province. rt stated that the Generar, who is al-so
Governor, 1s attacking the roots of insurgency, namely
unemploSrment, poor economy, unsuitable school!, and iiradequatesanitation. His ultlmate objectives are to create a viabieprovinctal economy and el-imlnate the problems caused by thecyclical sugar industry... BLISST is quoted as stating "Now is thetime to buil-d the peace."

5-. (g7llfllrltmFL 7/NOFo,,II) On 4 February 1977, Army Chief of staf
Major General vrOLA briefed the commanders ind Directors ofMilitary rnstitutes at campo de Mayo on the sltuation inArgentina. According to a source, the substance of vrolArspresentation was similar to ones given earl-ter tn the week to
P"llol Army commanders and memberi of the Army Staff. iuc vrolAtold the assembled group that the terrorists problem 1s now
centered in the urban areas. The guerrillas are now concentrat
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on the infiltratlon of the labor unions, factories
The general added that the subversives have been re
unsuccessful_ in their efforts in the l_abor sector s
had antlcipated thls pos
to preclude inflltration
of Staff was not optimis
Cathol-lc Church. He identlfied subversive infiltration tn the

siblli and had taken nece
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church as a signtficant problem for the government and. one
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[!-c;,c ii,' .'. Iwhich offered no easy s olution. He cl-aimed that "Third Wor1d"
priests were susceptible to communist propaganda thereby making
it easier for the guerrill,as to drive a wedge between the
govern&ent and the church.

COI\MENT: ('eotfid#ia*) The Argentine Army has had tremendous
success against the guerrillas in the rurar area. There have
been no significant actions in Tucuman for months and the
provinee 1s slowry returning to normal. General BUSS] has long
acknowledged the need to improve the socio-economic conditions
in the
comman
(see I
dealt

provtnce and is d
der and the Govern
R

WS o

oing all in his power, both as milltary
or, to bring these changes about
0n the urban front the military have

e terrorists and their infrastructure.
Activities like assassinations and bombings contlnue, however, s
they are Low cost, low rislr ventures and ideally suited for an
organization that is trying to maintain a low proflre. rt isquite plausible that the terrorists, who have lost a significantportion of their combat capability, would now concentrate theirefforts on the infiltratlon of unions, facto.ries and the ehurch.
Priests who may be legitimatery concerned with the wel-fare oftheir poor parishoners w1]1 become suspect shoul_d they do
anything out of the ordinary or speak out against the government.
No matteq how sincere the clergy may be, they. wi1l likeIy be
mislnterpreted by a goverrunent that is bent bn destroyingterrorism. Tf the guerrillas are successful in driviitg i wddge
between the government and r.he church as VIOLA fears, thesituation could become more serlous. The VIDELA administration
has enough problems on the economlc front and in the labor seetor
without taking on the Cathol-ic Church.
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