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(U} 4nother common ERP tactic during 1977 and 1978 was the coordinated
takeover of radio stations throughout El Salvador for the purpose of propa-
gandizing anti-Salvadoran Government and anti-US statements. For example,
one day in October 1977, ERP terrorists occupied 8 statioms, and ome day in
September 1978, 10 stations, Each of these seizures was carried out by at
least one five-member ERP Squad. After rthe employees were tied up, the
terrorists would broadcast prerecorded statements, usvally for 20 to 30
minutes, before fleeing, When retreating, they sometimes planted time bombs
at the entrance of the building to prevent interruption of the ERP trans-
mission by arriving police. On 21 December 1978, two ERP Squads seized a
building in San Salvador in which a television and radio station are located.
After killing two persons, wounding three, and beating up several others, the
terrorists broadcasted subversive film elips and recordings for 30 minutes.

(U) On 25 October 1979, after a 9-month 1lull, the ERP resumed this
practice by seizing five radio stations in San Salvador and others in the
interior to broadcast antigovernment messages. On 21 Janvary 1980, in its
boldest such operation to date, the ERP seized 21 radio atations throughout El
Salvador. The ERP messages announced that a clandestine ERP radio station
would begin operating on 22 January. They also called on all Salvadorans to
unite and seize power by force,

—{C) 'The ERP's popular front, LP-28, has been involved in numerous inci-
dents of labor insurrection, university agitation, and street demonstrations,
and has been linked to at least one fundraising kidnaping. On 13 July 1979,
30 LP-28 members assaulted the US Chancellery in San Salvador in a well-

planned/-executed operation, On 31 October 1979, some 300 LP-28 militants
attacked the US Embassy in San Salvador, some firing guna. The attack was
repelled but two US Marines were slightly wounded.

(U) Since September 1979, the LP-28 has carried out at least six major
hostage/barricade oeccupations. 1In late September 1979, 100 LP-28 members
staged a prolonged occupation of the Labor Ministry building in an effort to
force the government to reveal the whereabouts of three missing LP-28 leaders.
On 1l January 1980, some 50 LP-28 militants seized the Panamanian Embassy in
San Salvador and held the Panamanian and Costa Rican Ambassadors hostage for 3
days until seven LP-28 members were released from Usulutan Prison. On
13 February, some 30 LP-28 militants again seized the Panamanian Embassy and
held the Panamanian Ambassador hostage for 48 hours until the Panamanian
Government retaliated by arresting several LP-28 leaders in Panama,

(U} Other LP-28 actions included the late January 1980 seizure of the
Christian Democratic Tarty headquacrters in San Salvador, which ended with a
police raid and five deaths; the 4 February seizure of the Spanish Embassy in
San Salvador, which was resolved 2 weeks later after |3 imprisoned LP-28 mem-
bers were released; and the 25 February seizure of the Central Market Adminis-
tration office in Ban Salvador, which was also resolved peacefully.






























































































































































































































