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LATIN AIIERTCA

ARGENTINA An attempt by III Army Corps Commander Mai Gen
Menendez to topple Army Commander in Chief viola
this weekend lailed to rally sufficient support and
resulted in the Commanderb and Deputy Commanderrs
removal from office. Although Menendezr challenge
fell short of its mark, the short-lived and unsuccessful
rebellion underscores the serious military discontent
that has recently surfaced as a result ol the goyern-
mentrs handlinf, oI human rrghts and terrorist-related
issues. {€#{€FoRt$-
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ARGENTINAS ARMY UNRESB ERUPTS. (U)

tu/NUr-ufiN, AN ATTEMPT BY III AR}IY CORPS COM-
UANDER IiAJ GBN II{ENENDEZ TO IIOPPLE ARtty COI}tI.|ANDER
IN CHIEF vIoLA THrs I|BEKEND FATTJED ro RALLY SITFFTCTENT
SUPPORT AI{D INSTEAD RESULTED IN TBE COMI.IANDER'S AND
DEPUTT COUT.IANDERIS RETTIOVAL FROIT OFFICE. ALTHOUGE
I{ENENDEZT CHALLEHGE FELL SIIORT OF IrS !{ARK, THE SHORT-
LIVED AND UIISUCCESSFUL REBELLION T'N.DERSCORES THE
SERIOUS UILTTARY DISCONTENT TI|AT NAS RECENTLY SURTACED
AS A RESULf OF TBE GOVERT{}IEHT I S HANDLING OF HUUAN
RIGHTS A}ID TERRORIST.REI,ATED TSSUES.

-rcll|OrONNf IN A PREDA8W COUITUNIQUE ON 29 SEPTET{BER,
}IENENDEZ CALLED FOR VTOLAIS IITI!{EDTATts RESTGNATTON,
CITING THB COMUANDEB IN CTIIEFIS RESPONSIEILITY FOR
LAST WEEK I s collP[rANcE wr?H TIIE SUPREI|E couRT RULruc
TO RELEASE POLITICA! PRISOT.IER JACOBO TII.TERMAI{ AND
rJAST I{EEKIS TERRORIST BOIITBING OF ECONOITIT SEERETABY
KLErNts RESTDENCE. THE vrsrr r,Asr I.loNTH BY TIiE rNTER-
AT.IERICAN HTIITIAN RIGIITS COMUISSION AND SIIE CUNTINUING
cLr[tB oF TEE couNTRYrs TNFLATTON RATE AL,so HEAvrLy
COI{TRIBUTED TO UEI{ENDEZ' CHALLENGE. TIIE ARI.IY CO}I-
UANDERS OF THE OTIIER THREE CORPS OPTED FOR UNITY
TfITH VIOTA AND APPARENTLT ONLY Tto III CORPS T'NITS
SUPPORTED THE EOUUANDERIS ACTTON. VIOI.A RESPONDED
PrRI'!LY ro rHE coaPs coIttltANDERrs AcTroN, REpr,AcrNG
EII{ $ITTII V ANUY CORPS C:OI.TMANDER VAQUERO. THE ATIrto-
SPIIEBE TENSED, HOWEVER, ON fHE AFTERNOON OF TIIE 29TIl IN CORDOBA,III CORPS HEADOUARTERS, I{EEN LOYAIJIST PARATROOPERS
I{ERE SENT TO THE AREA AFTER IIIE}TENDEZ REFUSED To coilPLY
wrrH vlotA's REitt{ovAL eouuAND. TIIE srfirATIoN NoRuALIzED
AETER I.IENENDEZ FLEW TO BUEIIOS ATRES OH TITE 3OTII I'O CONTER
wrfH vrOLA' AND BY AFTERNOON ?HE TROOPS I{ERE REPORTEDLy
BEII{G PULLED BACKED.
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-TCruTUHIT UEilENDEU, AIJOTIG ITITII ANilY CflIEF
oF srAFp suAREz r.tAsoN, HAs BEEN A HARDLINE InnItANr
TO VIOTA OH SUCH ISSUES AS TIIE COUTfTRYIS ET'UAT| RIGHTS
STATrcE AND BEAGIE CTIAT{NEI, CONTEOVENSY WITII CBII,B.
LIKE !{ENENDEZ, SUAREZ MASON ArfD OrffiR HARDLINE GENERAT,S
IYERE INCE}ISED O\IEB NEI{SPAPER BDITO.R TIIiBRI{AT{IS RELEASE.
TEE RECETIT INI'IITRATION OF SEVERAL II()NTOIIBRO TERRORISTS
BACK INTO ARGEIir TbIA AT{D THBIR ATPACK O}I KLEIN'S RESIDENCB
SERVED TO EXACERBATE THE DIVTSIVBTIESS AIID TUPELT,ED
T{ENENDEZI REBETLIOUS CIIAIT,EIiIGE. TT APPEARS I{ENENDEZI
ACTION WAS I UNILAItsRAI, AITE.TPT AND TEERE WAS NO
PRIOR CONSULTATION TTITTI OTEER CoI,TI{ANDERS.

-tqrilUlotil0l' vlotArs sgot{ oF FoRcE AND LEADERSHIP
IJIAY HAVE STRENGTHENBD HIS POSITION POR NOWi SUT IHE
WEEKBNDIS EXCIIEI,TENT }IILL FURTTIER CoIiIPLICETE TTIE
COMIIANDER IN CIIIEF SUCCBSSION ISSUE A}ID TflE ISSUE
OF IIIS CANDIDACy TO REPITACE PRESIDENT VIDEI.A IN IIARCII
OF 1981. VIOI,A IS NOII SCHEDULED TO RESIGN AS COI$TAilDER
OF THB ARDIY TN DECEHBER. REEENT ET/ENTS T{AY DELAY
Ers RBSIGNATTON, HOI{ByER, pUTTrNc OFF TIIB eIIOreE
oP EIS REPLACEI,IENT, tfiIICH HAD ALREADY BECOIiE A THORNT
INTERNAL PROBLEIII FOR TTIE ARI'IT.
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