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(U) On 23 Septernber, the military goverrurent decreed an amnesty
Iaw granting inrnunity to military meribersr security force personnel,
and to suspecEed terrorists accused of hunan rights abuses during the
miliLaryrs antisubversive campaign who have not yet been charged or
punished.

(U) Ilre period coverecl dates fron the assuq)t.ion of power by the
Iast constitutional government in liay I973 to the installation of
Presiclent Bignone in June 1982. Article five of the decree states, in
part, Ehat none of the above-cited individuals can be interrogated,
investigatecl, or sumnoned to testify in cases related Eo terrorism that
occurred during the specifieil tirne frane. lndividuals with subversive
backgrounds or connectsions who reside abroad are excluded from annesty.

C(trIGIII: fi#x3l Leading presiclenBial candidates for Ehe 30 October
general elections as well as hunan ri.ghts activisEs and other political
figures have expressed their oplrcsition Eo the dectee and voped to take
measures to nullify it when a new congress is formed. In the unlikely
event this occurs and lega1 proceedings against military or security
force personnel are initiated, the question of a civil courtts
jurisdiction over military personnel would be subject to a prolonged
debate. An insEitutional act lssued by the Junta last April was
designecl to preclude retribution by future ciuilian governmenEs and
could, if necessary, be used to give miliEary courts exclusive
jurisdiction over all nilitary personnel accusedl of crimes during trtre
antiterrorist canpaign. Although opgrcsition political secEoss and
presidential hopefuls may well continue their sharp critician of the
amnesty, virtually aII secEors realiae that an upheaval could ensue if
large groups within the military are prosecuted. Ilence, they are
like1y to move most carefully in that regard. tDl€,h€fE*)
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B(Lft[A: President Defines Political Posttion. (U)

-(€f,IF| In a recent, wiclely publicized ne$e lntenriew in
Venezuela, presLdent Hernan Siles Zuazo characterlzed hie political
trnsition aB rnoderate left" and termed his party (the National
Revolutlonary llovenent of the Left/l.tNR1 ) "an alliance of classes"
rather than a Man<lst uodel of the utlietatorship of the proletariat. "

TCI+iH- Siles accused the far lef t of artlflclally creating
problems and trying to foment strife. However, he differentiated the
objectives of the Bolivian Conmunist Party (PCB) by specifically noting
that the PCB had accepted the MNRI Progriiln when it entered his
Denocratlc and Popular Unity coalition. Later, during a 14 Septernber
speech in Cochabaruba. Siles reiterated hls attack on the
destabilization efforts of ultraleftist grouPe that have allegedly
infiltrated the Iabor unionE and are capltalizing on the country's
economic problems to win politl-cal suplrcrt. He warned he would not
alLow EheSe Subversive elements tO lead the country into anarchy, and
while he coul-d not promise economic miraclee, the government was
prepared to take strong neasures to confront the crisis.

(4lXF) Siles' statements elicited a variety of reactions, ranging
frorn relief on the part of the private seetor that an "Allend,izationrt
of the governnent would not occur, to accusations by some on the far
lefb that Siles lras fundamentally a rightist-

CIttlGlsT: a(4AIDj- The intervlew was charasterized by nany as Siles'
long-awaited political definition in which he took a fim position
against the far Ieft. This. in concert with the Cochabanba speech that
assured strong economic rnea5gres. and the apgointuent last month of a

cabi.net more noderate than Silesr in the past have given the President
a rm-rch-needecl political shot in the arm arnong centrists and has lent
credence to the belief that his government is not in i-nminent tlanger of
falling to a rlght-wing c<:up. Newertheless, there are sone right,ist
Charge5 that Silesr tone of noderatlon is merely a ploy to forestall a
coup. The proof will be found in what steps he takes to resolve the
economic crisis, {f,E€L#f{t,
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