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TERRORIST TOLL IN ARGENTINA CONTINUES TO MOU NT

t/ftAF0frflt The Argentine junta has ma<le great strides in
its antisubversive campaign since seizing power last March- Since
Novernber. Argentine security forces have had spectacurar success
in their battle against leftist terrorists. Sorne ZiO suspected
subversives were kjlled in November and December, bringing the
total of victims for 1976 ro about 1.500. During the first week
of the new year, 50 querrillas have dieci in politlcally motivaretJ
vlolence with only one fatality reported among the security services.
Although most of the top guerrilla leadership has been wiped out
and the terrorist movement fragmented, the dissidents are still
capaLrle of carrying out dramatic acts of violence, such as
assassinations and bombings.

ffi The government's success can be attributed in
part to better intelligence that provides security forces with
knowledge of the subversives' intentions and locations. As raids are
carried out, documents exposing additronal terrorist plans are seizeci.

{€ft€ren++ Despite the success against the guerrillas, the
junta is facing some disgruntlement. President videla's rerease --
made upon the recommendation of the Army chief of staff - of
a large n umber of political prisoners before christmas and the
prornotion of an arrny colonel to general have caused clisaffection
within the military an! the federal police. Most officers reportedly
opposed the cletairrees' release, believing that such an act permits
some of them to resume subversive activities. Moreouer. rnany army
officers apparently disapproverl of videla s bypassing traditional
promotion procedures in arivancing col Juan Alberto PIta. Although
videla's motive was probably to reward Pita for his recenr escape
after six months of confinement by terrorists, tho officers reportedly
considered the promotion unjust sincc many colonels had superior
service records.

@ The military's dispteasure over the
President's moves is not sufficiently serious to bring about his ouster.
Nevertheless, considering the economic, larror. and politrcal pressures
on the government, videJa and his closest advisers cannot afford
to make more decisions that might erode the support they now
enjoy within the army.
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