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14 ~tErii-tiviyr IHE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, FOR TKE FIRST TIME
SINCE IME MILTITARY CAME TO POWER IN MARCH 1976, HAS PUBLICLY
CORNDEMNET THE GOVERNMENT FUOR wWHAT IT CONSIDERS WUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES,  RELATIONS BETWEEN TRE TWO ELEMENTS ARE EXPECTED 10

BECOME INLH&ASINBLY STRAINED UNLESS THE CRURCH SONN SEES SOME
PRU&NES* IN HUMAN RIGHTS,

2, - Hhﬂumﬁﬂﬂé DRIVEN BY THE REALIZATION THAT TH&HE 1S NO VIABLE
ALTERNATIVE TO MILITARY RULE, THME CHURCH HAS FOLLOWED A& COURSE OF
PRIVATE DIPLOMACY IN CRITICIZING THE VIDELA GOVERNMENT, THIS HAS
HAD NEGLIGIBLE INFLUENCE UN THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP, AS A CONSEw
WUENCE, THE CHURCH HAS NOW NOPENLY CONDEMNED THE SYTATE FOR FREDUENTY
UNEXPLATNED OISAPPEARANCES AND NETENTIUNS, KIDNAPINGS, LENGTHY
CONFINEMENT WITHOUT UHARGES, AND THE APPARENT USE OF TOWTURE ON

POLITICAL va1auuans.. " &

3, ttv*nnwﬂufr GOVERNMENT HEAETIUN 10 THE CHARGES CAME IN &

12 MAY MEWS CONFERENCE BY PRESIDENTY VIDELA WHILE VISITING VFNFe
LUELA, HE STATED THAT THE. ACCUSATIONS WERE JUSTIFIABLE EXPRESe
SIONS IJF CONCERN SHARED BY A CERTAIN SECTOR OF THFE ARGENTINE
PUYLIC, ALTROUGH HE DID NOT INTERPRET THE CHURCHMIS STATEMENTY

AS THE. HEGINNING UF A BATTLE WITH THE STATE, HARDLINE CONSERVAe
TIVES AND ANTISUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS WITKIN THE ARMED FORCES COULD
FORCE THE MQOERATE VINELA GOVERNMENT INTO A CONFLICT,. THIS IS
NOT-CONSIDERED LIKELY FOR THE TIME BEING AND WOULD PROBABLY ONLY
OLCUR 1F THE HARDLINERS WERE TO OVERRIDE VIDELA AND THE APPARENT
MAJOKTITY OF MODERATE OFFJICERS WHU NOwW CONTROL TME GOVERNMENT, FOR
NOW, Thi. CHURGCH'S CRITICISM MAY WELL CAUSE THE GOVERNMENT 10 RE
TOUGHEK IN ITS ANTISUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN, WITH MANY OFFICERS IN=
TERPRETING THE CHARGES AS AN UNWARRANTED INTERFERENCE IN STATE
AFFALRS, '

4, eofbeghgige WITH CONTEINUED GRADUAL FROSION DF THE SUBVER=
SIVE THREAT, A NEW DIRECTIUN IN HUMAN RIGHTS MAY EVENTUALLY HE
FORTHCUMING, VIDELA, A DEVOUT PRACTICING ROMAN CATHOLIC, wOULD
LIKE ' TU SEE IMPROVEMENT I[N HUMAN RIGHYS; HOWEVER, KIS MODERATE
SUPPURT ®ITHIN THE ARMED FOURCES 1S PROBABLY NOT SUFFICIENT 70
INSTITUTE CHANGES AT THIS TIME, .
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