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Secrl-on XI

LATIN AMERICA

Argentina
Bolivla
Brazl-1
Chlle
CoLornbia
Cuba
Dominican RePubllc
Ecuador
El Salvador
Guatemala
Guyana

Halti
Honduras
Jamalca
Mexico
Nlcaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Uruguay
Venezuela

thls is a Departnent, of Defense Intelligence Document prepared by
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MILITARY INTELI,IGENCE ST,MMARY (MIS)

PREFACE

The Military Intel-ligence Suuunary (MIS), published in eleven volumes,
ls a synopsis of military intelLigence worldwide. Intended to. serve
as a rlady reference, the MIS presents a compilation of intelllgence
on those forces whlch contribute to the miiitary security of each
country, and on the political and economic factors affectlng the
countryts ruilitary capabillty. Published semiannually, the MIS
serves to update oEher DIA publications.

The intelligence data in the MIS ls that available ln DIA as of the
first day of the month of publlcation except where othenLse indlcated.

Cosrments and suggestlons are invlted. Tttese should be addressed to
the Defense Intelligence Agency, Ilashlngton, D.C. 20301.

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL
Authority: E0 13526
DIA FOIA& Declassification Services Offices
Oale: octtt;zota

111
(Reverse Blank)

^Fr.^hF'f

t

)

I

i

s)l-\.el\l- r



Guatemara is a republic with popularly elected president andleglslature. S:ig g"l Kjell Laugerull Garcfa (Army, Rer), formerl'tinlster of National Definse,EsTn-augurared'as irasldenr on r JuryL974 for a four-year term. Although porltlcarry Lnexperlenced,President Laugerud has taken tighc trota or the 
-reins 

of government,particularly since-an-earthquakl devast"tua cu"i"iala or, 4 February1976' Disaster relief 
"pp"rr" to have been well-organized, and thecounfry now is on the road to recovery. rnternationarry, Laugerudgenerally has supported the united st"t"", 

"rar,o"gi he has been moreindependent rhan his predec"""oi-on some questions. Tensions with theunlted Kingdom over-Berize, sporadic for ;"ny y;";;, heared up agaln inthe last harf of 1975, Guai"."t" increased ri"'ririr.ry srrength in thePet6n region bordering rh" i;i;i"h colorry, and rhe uK relnforced irsdefenses in Belize-to discourrg"-"ny untoward move by Guatenala. slncethat tine' some British units il"r" ."au.ned to the united Klngdom, andnegotiations over the future of Belize were being resumed between theUK and Guatemala in April 1975.

Guatemarats armed forces are capable of defendlng the country agslnstinvasion by anv of irs c.nt.ri-irl"i""n 
""igh;;;;: They could conducrsuccessful small-scare operations agalnst ri Salvador, Honduras, or__provided British erements ,"."-not present--Bellze. The armed forcesare adversely affectrg-!l a topheavy senior officer corps, absence ofa career program for NC.,s,and'obsoie"""ni ;o;i;;;;;. offlciartydesiSnated the Armv of Guaiemal.,-rt," armed ;;;:;;";""sist alnosr ex_clusively of a ground element ipjp.rr".ry carleJ-ti"'c,r.t"malan Army),prus a small Air Force and Navy. 'The preslJ"ra i"-aitular commander lnChief of the Armed Forces, witt control-highly centrarized under theMinister of Nationar oefense,-rnJ-no.rnr,y is a-;;;ir. Army offlcer.The military estabrishment at"o."ai."rry rs 

"or.".,J.a by the Army chrefof sraff. rn pracric", to"".,"i;-;n" Mtnlster oi-riaron.r Defense rendsto communlcate directry with tn. cirers of the eri .o.ce and Navy. Thearmed forces are senerarlv pro-we;;;-;;.;i";i;.il'o;.-unired srares,and have experiencea no signrfi";;; communist p"n"ir"tron. Their publlclmage, aLthough poor in tnJ pastl-'has.been generarly improving becauseof increased emphasi., o., proi"".io.r"rr"r_and participatlon in civlcaction projecrs. currenriy,-u"".J"e of dlsasi.i-i"ii"r actlvrttes, rhearmed forces enjoy a particularly gooa public lmage
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B. (U) Kev Officials:

c. (u)

Presldent: Kjell Laugerud Garcia (Brig Gen, Aruy, Ret)
Mlnister of Foreign Relations: Adolfo ltolina Orantes
Mi'nlster of Governuenr and rnrerior: aiffin Ren6 Leonel

Vdssaux M,artinez (Aroy)
Minister of NatLonal Defense: Brig Gen Fernando Romeo Lucas

Garcfa (Army)
Aroy: Chief of Sraff, -Brig Gen Otto Guillermo Spiegler NoriegaNavy: Chief , Capt Jos6 Antonio Contreras Roca @EIn=[]+
Air Force: chief, co1 Roberro ;iffiIisco salazar Asrurias
Natlonat !..Iice: Direcror General, Co1 nicardillili-nio

Escalante Gonzales

Population and Militar-rr Manpower:

Population: 5,934,000 as of 1 January 1976.
ldales (ages 15-49): t,457,000; physically fit, 94g,000.
Ethnlc .Divislons: Indian--ql.4Z, Ladlno**--59.62.
Literacy: abour 302.

D. (U) t'lilltarv Budqet:

* The Chief of the Navy, Vice Adm Ricardo

ffi

serving as Execut ive Directog, National** I.Iesternized Indian, mestizo, and white.

Eeralta Mdndez, currently isCo-.ittee of Reconstruction.
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$33,900,000 proposed for fiscar year endlng 31 Deceuuer t'9zo;6'77' of the proposed central g,overnnent budget and about 1.02 of esti,atedGNP. No servlce arlocation is available. Dotlar value 
"onr"ri.a-iro,quetzals at the exchange rate of one quetzal equals US $l.OO.

E. ;1$ e,my;

Personnel Strengch: 12,330 (I,055 officers, 1,545 NCO's, 6,690 prl,vates,2,470 speclallsts, and 570 studenrs and cadets). Reseive:-ti,ooo,-'semit rained .
Hajor units: 4 brigades, 4 separate battalions (r infancry, 1 parachut,einfantry' I miritary police, I engineer), and i ""p"."t. battalion-equivalenr units (Mobire }riritary police, presiaenri"i-ar;;;i:^-i;

addition' there is a 400-man Taciical Group, "t.tioi"J ;;-;;'A"r;ra arrBase for airport security.
Major Equipoent: 13 75-un pack howitzers, 12 105-mr howitzers, 10 Mlr3armored personner carrlers, 20 armored cars, and 6 M3A1 righi cants.
F. )Ff Na.rpr:

Personnel strength: szz (36 Navy officers, r0 Marine officers, 232
_ enlisted Navy, and 244 enlisted ltarines). No reserve.ships: lr parrol boats (6 pB, 5 pBR), r mechanrrei-ranarng crafr (LcM).
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Dale: octtt.zotaunits: The Navy is a smarl patror force, r.rith two navar bases (one onthe caribbean and one on the paclfrc coast) and one llarlne company (onthe caribbean, with one additlonal pratoon on rhe pacifrc coast).

c. Jt' etr Jorce:

Personnel Srrength: 370 (75 officers and 295 enrlsted men), includrng 60pilots. No reserve.
units: 1 attack, r transport, l reconnaissance, and t helicopter squadron.Aircrafc: Tocal 43: 11 jer (alI fighters); 6 i"iUop.op (transport);20 prop (10 cransporrs, 10 urility); o teir"op."i='(air turbtr,") "(5 of 10 rsraeri Arava aircrafr have been delivered; 3 uH-rH are onorder. )

H .&f Paramilita ry:

None- The civil police consist of two disttnct agencies, bothsubordinate to the }linistry of Government. personnel strength: NatlonarPolice--5, 570; Treasury police__I,05g.

I. (U) Key U. S Offlc ial s (a11 in Guatema la City except as indica ted):
Chlef of Misslon: Ambassador Francls E. MeloyChief, AID Mission: Edward A. Coy
Defense Attache and Arrny Attache: Col John F. H6ql(
I1".1 Atrache (llexlco City): Capc Eddle F. BesrAi_r_Actache (Tegucigalpa)i Cof irefmore L. Fessenden
MrLGP commander and chief, Arrny Section: col charles D. corbettChief, Navy Secrion: Cdr r{illia, s.-iio*n]'j.1"-'^='Chief, Air Force Sectlon: Col Robert E. Waller
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