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PREFACE

The Military Intelligence Summarvy (MIS), published
in eight volumes, is a synopsis of military intelligence
worldwide. TIntended to serve as a ready reference, the MIS
presents a compilation of intelligence on those forces which
contribute to the military security of each countrv, and on
the political and economic factors affecting the countrv's
military capability. Published semiannually, the MIS serves
to update information in other DIA publications. ;

Unless otherwise indicated, the information in
Volumes 1V and VIII is that available in DIA as of 1 April
and | October. The data cutoff date for the other volumes
is 1 January and 1 July.

Information summarized in the MIS is available in detail
in numerous DIA publications. A list of related publications,
both completed and scheduled, is published in the Repister of

Tntelligence Publications (DDS-2600-37) and the Defense
Intelligence Production Schedule (DP-730-21-75). The
Intelligence Users Guide (DDP-2600-397) explainsg how to

obtain finished intelligence products and services from DIA.

Addressees are requested to forward information which
will supplement or correct this volume. Questions and
comments should be referred in writing to the Defense
Intelligence Agency (ATTN : DB-3E), Washington, D.C. 20301].
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Section J - GUATEMALA

(et Cuatemala, by its Constltut ion, is a republice
with a popularly elected President and lepislature.  The
military has exerted considerable intluence over the povern-
ment in recent vears, however, aad therve have been charyges
that the enrrent President, Bripgadier General Kjell Laugerud
Garefa farmy, retired), did not win a majority ol the popular
vote.  He wias inaonpurated President on 1 Julvy Y74 ltor a tour-
vear term.  Although pelitically inexperienced, President
Laugerud has taken tight hold of the reins ot poverament
and has proven to be a capable chicl ol state. For example,
after Cuntemala surfered a devastating carthquake an A
Foebrvary 1976, President Langerad received moch o credit il
praise tor the extremely well arganiandl disaster reliet,

Thee Feconst ruction el fort cont inues and is propressing well,

( St e mid=1976, there has been o resarpence
ol terrorist activity by members ol the extreme Ledtowhoe
have threatened both military personnel and riphiowing
politicians.  The increase is probably doe o the insurgents’
desire o put pressure on the povernment prior fo the March
1978 national clections, In Jdanuary 1907, the Gonatenalan
Aoy Launched a4 commterinsurpency operat ion in Unnieli®
provinee, where terrorist activities have been most preva-
Tent . This drive has been directed against the Guervil o
Army 0! the Poor, the most powertul insorveent threat in
Cuatemala,  Because of the remotencss ot this area, the
Armv has been wnable to exert anv eftect upon Che puerri! bas
and is unlikelv to achivve a decisive action apninst them,

(it A\ | so since mid=1976, the political
situation in Guatemala has become more active.  Hasdline
anti-terrorist attitodes have re-surtaced, as various
partics have been prepariong tor the coming clect fons, In
addition, Cuatemala's traditionally hostile stanee towsrd
Boelize bas heen recciving inereased otteat ion. Prestient
Laupernd has retained sapport tor his moderate policies,
bt in time he may be toreed to adopt o more rigid position

and o more severe approach, especially in regard o

internal security,

GUNATEMALA I oApril 1977
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Political=Military Sit ll_.‘l_l‘i'lm——l‘.i\lll inued

febietroEers  Tradil fonatly pood relations with the

United States conred somewhat in Mareh 1977 when it

became known that the 1%, Secrctary of Statels report

to the Lo, Conpress on human rights critivized Guat emala
Tor past abuses. Considering this te be st rictly an
internal attairs issae, the Guatemalan Gove ronment
responded by pejest jne, all VBN, military aid anmd all
wiles of military canipuent that are cowdit fonal on the
iasie ot homan rights, Sinee the United Stales Qs
Coatemalas principal prading partner and b provided
considerable technical and et o annlatance, roelat fons

probably will recoves Lrom their present low.

(St A\ 0T item o! Cuatemalan nat jonal
preveeupit jon i the future status ol Belize (tormevly
British Hondaras), 2 Cnited Kinpdom dependeney.
Coatemila claims sowereipnty over Bl ize baied om
ferritorial exploration by Christopher Coluambys andon
Spanish colonial vovernment jurindiction. LK. oclaims
are hased on the ecatablishment o1 g colony in s Ly
shipwiecked hrit ish sailors. e British wonld Like
teo prant  independence te Belise bt tear that, it
thev did, Guatemala wonld invade Belize and annex t hee
territorv.  Relations with the nited Einpgdom have been
sporadically tense Tor mEmy veirs. Tension inereased
in 197% when Guatemala aupmented its torees in the
Petén region bordering Belize; the LK. countered by
soemding more troops o its dependency. Ministerial
nepot iat ions which bepan in April 1976 manaasd tempor =
arily to case tensions, and coch side withdrew some
troops.  Howewver, in Ovtober 1976 there wias anoliver
roumd ol troop reinforcement s, and tensions remain hipgh
despite the fact that the talks are still occurring.

It now appears that Ciuatenala wonld aceept, in principle,
the existence ol an independent Belize, provided
Cuatemala were coded some territory. The future ol
negotiations is uncertain, and the issoe remiins i
politically caplosive one in Cuatemala.

(eierterieter Coatemala’s armed forces are capable
ol defending the country apainst invasion by anv of its
Central American neiphbors. They could conduct
successful small=seale operat fons apainst ED Salvador,

GUATEMALA 1 April 1977
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1. Polit ical-Military Situation--Cont inned

Honduras, or=—provided British clements were ot present=-
Belize. The Cuatemalan Army appears to be making o
concerted ef tort to replace much of its obsaete equipment
with new arms, purchased mainly from Belgiam, lsracl,
Taiwan, and Ttalv.  This scems to be part ol g program to
prepare its forces for possible nse agatinst Belize. These
arms are being obtained trom non=U.5. sources bhecause: ol
Washington's past reluctance to sapply Cuatemala with the
massive military assistanee desived and the present Uh.
policy ot making aid dependent upon respect for human

rights.

e T The Coatemalan avmed torees are weakened
by o topheavy senior officer corps, absence ot a4 career
program for NCOTs, and still omoch obsolete equipment .
Ot ieially designated the Armv ol Guatessba, the armed
forces consist almest exclusivelv ol o proand element
(popularly called the Cuatemalan Armv), plus a amall
Air Foree and NSave. The President is titalbar Gommander
in Chivt ot the Armed FPorees, with control hivhly
centralized ander the Minister ol Sational Detense, whe
normal 1y is g senior Armv otdicer. The mibitary
establishment theoretically is commanded by the
Army Chiel ot Stall.  In practice, however, the Minister
ol National Detfense temd:s Lo commmicate divrect vy with
the Chicefs of the Air Foree and Nave. The armed torees
are penerally pro=West, particalariv pro=tnited States,
and have experienced no o sipniticant Commmist penelrat ion,
Their public imaee, althongh poor in the past has bheen
penerally improvin: because of inereased protessional ism
and participation in civie action projects, partienbarly
in disaster reliel activities fellowing the Fehroary
1976 earthguake.

() ‘Ki._-‘\.-___l.?_l_f_i_t'_i als:

President:  Kjell Laugerad Gare |Ju (Brip Gen, Armv, Ret)

Minister of Forcign Relations:  Adolto Moling Orantes
Minister of National Defense:  Birip Gen Ot Cuillerm
Spicgeler Norviepa (Army)

Army:  Chicl of Staff, Brig Gen David Caneinos Barrios

GUATEMALA I April 1917
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() 1s-—Cont inued

Navy:  Commander, Captain Josd Antonio iIun_l rers Reverin
(Acting) 1/

Air Forve:  Commande:, Col Roberto Jdosce Fraoeiseo Salan
Asturias

National Palice: Dircctor General, Col Carlos lenacico

Gomzales

i, () Military Buadyet SATLTT RS0 proposed Ter L |
vearr ending i ll.-r--::'.'lu-lr 19777 5,20 o the propoacd cent ral
povernment budeet and about 1.6 of estimated GRFL 0 No
service al loeal fon i avadlable.  Doallay vo b cenver Led
Crom gquetzales at the exchange rate ol oone quetoal equals
s S0,

Ao (U Population med M Titary Xampower:

PFopulation: 6,099,000 axs od 1 July 1947,

Males Cuses 15=40): 1 AR9,0005 phvsien LIy tit, Ybh 000
G0 reach military e (18) amnual v,

Ethsie Diviccione:  Indian, 41.905 Tadine 25 480600

Literaey:  Sbhoot 00,

Personnel Strenptis 10,0080 (98) otiicers, 1,945 nen's,

G,91h privates, 2LETO apecialists, ol HA0 stadent < and
vadets) . Heserve = 35,000 semi =1 rained,

Major tinits: 4 brigades (! intantry battalion each)y,

10 separate battalions (v intantrs, 1 oairborne intant ey,

I military police, | enpineer, P trainime, 1 transportal iond,
and 2 '_‘-i‘l'i‘.!l'.'llt‘ bat tal ion=cquivalent wnits (Presidential
Guard, Mohile Military Polive). In addition, there is

a0 A00=man Tactical Group, stationed at Lo Aurora Alr Base
for airport sceuritv.

1/ Rear Adm Ricardo Peralta Mendes, Commander o the Navy,

isoon detached duty as hed of the Guatemalan Reconstract ion
Committee, established to direet reconstruction trom the
damaee of the February 1976 eatrt hauakee, It is not kpown
whether he will ever reassume his Savy position.

3/ Westernized tndian, mestizo, and white,

GUATEMALA I April 1977
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5. ™ Avmy--Continucd

Major Equipment: 12 10%-mm howitzers, 12 79=-mm pack
howitzers. 12 106, 7-mm (4.2-inch) mortars, 5 Ml boand

5 MIFIAL armored persennel carviers, 10 RBY Mk
armored personnel carrviers (Israel), and 7 Cadillae Bape
V=100 armored cirs., ln addition, items in the inventor
at quest jonable combot el et ivenmess becausie ol e are
15 M8 and 4 MIAL armored cars which arve ol World War 1
vintaee.  Seven World War Ul MA Lipght tanks are

o obuolete as Lo be aseless,

Poersonmne ]l Stroeme . SO0 (A0 veneral o service ol ieers,

10 Marine olficers, 06 weneral serviee cnlisted, aned

20 enli=sted Marim Yo N oreservee.,

ships: I/ 13 patrel bears (PRY (1 Vlemeter, S DAL et e,
hOlULR 1 19, 2=meter, & 100 0=meter, O H=metery, !
prechaniced bandime cratt (LEM) LD Taat e werkahop (YR,
Fotal inventorv: 1.

Piites: Pl Nawvy is ooosmall patral toree o with twe naaval
Taases:s (one on the Caribbean e orer on thee Paci Ve Codest)

aned one Marine Company of five platoons (Lo piatoon:,

on the Caribbean: one piatoon on thee Pa it ie Coant ).

7. V-‘\il' Foree:  Peraonnel strenprhs 570 (070 ot bivess,

A enlisted), i.n--lmlin,-_ 6O nilota, Ro reserve.

it sz 4 squadrons (1 fivhter, otransport | B bl optaen
and 1 omaintenance).

Aireratt: 5% 13 jet (11 A=470 tiehter. =44 trainers) s
9 turboprop (transports = 8 Aravas, | =10 Saper King Adr)
20 prop (10 triansports =-1 DO=hb 9 =40 ny A atilite - %
Lol Cosuna 1803 6 trainers = Cessna Fi)s

13 heli (utilite = 9 UH=1H, 13 AMonette THE T o).

Coessna 206"s

s, ‘g.a-r‘ Paramilitary: None.  The civil police consist or
Twoer odisit illl'l- .I'.ul'-r'v..-;, hoth subordinate 1o thee Ministre ol
Government (Interior).  Personnel streoaths o ional Poli
3.9708 Treasury Police = 10K,

1/ 1o addition, two S.%=meter patrol hoats are ont vb 1 e
witer and apparent Ly not salvapeable.

GUATEMALA UoAeril 1977
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9. (L)Y Foreign t There e bu
1

Cuatemala training Custtemalian Air Foree persomi coen
i onot kKonowe whethen

of the Arava aireraft. 1o i
civilian or military personnel.

maintenanee
these advisers are

CUNTEMALA 1 April 197 7




