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PREFACE

The Military Intelligence Summary (MIS), published
in eight volumes, is a synopsis of nilitary intelligence
worlrluide. Intended to serve as a ready reference, the MIS
presents a compilaEion of intelligence on those forces which
contrib'rte to the military security of each country, and on
the political and economic factors affecting the countryrsmilitary capabirity. published semiannually, the r'rIS servesto update information in other DIA publications.

Unless otherwise indicated, the informarion in
Volumes IV and VIII is rhar available in DIA as of I Aprit
and I october. The data ctrtoff date for the other volumesis I January and 1 JuIy.

Informati,n summarized in the l"trs is available in detail
l.n numerous DIA publicati.ons. A Iist of related publ icat ions,both completed and scheduled, is published in the ReE,ister ofIn ell i nce Publ ica t ions (DDS-2600-37) and the DefenseInt el 1 nce Produccion Sc iredule (DP-730-21! -75). TheIntel I e Users Guide (DDP- 0-397) explains how roobta in 1n ished intellige:rce p roducts and services from DIA.

Addressees are requested to forward information whichwiil suppl.ement or corrtct this volume. Questions andcorflients should be referred in writing tc the DefenseInrelligence Agency (Afnq : DB-38), Washington, D.C. 20301.
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GUATEMALA

A. (€+tfof€ifrr- Igliticrt-Uiffcrrv Sl : Guatemala, by
lts Constitutlon, is a republic with a popularly elected
Presldent and legislature. In reality, the military has
exerted conslderable influence over Ehe Sovernment. In recenE
years, and there are charges b1'nany that the current President,
Brlgadler General KJe1l Laugerud Garc(a (r\rmy, Retlred), did
not wln rhe maJorlty of the popular vote. He was inaugurated
Presldent on I July 1974 for a four-year term. Although
poIlclcally inexperlenced, Presldent Laugerud has taken cighr
hold of che reins of government and is proving to he a capable
chief of sEa[e. For exanple, after Cuatemala suffered a
devastating earEhquake on 4 February 1976, President Laugerud
recelved uruch credit and praise for che extremely well or-
ganlzed disasEer relief. The reconsErucclon efforc conrinues
and ls prog,resslng weII.

In otd-1976. the internal poliri.cal situation in Guatcmala
became more unsrable. Hardltnc attiEudcs rL'surfacc(i as various
partles began plannlng for thc 1978 presidential elections.
Moreover. durlng thc pasr fc'ur mont.hs there has becn a resurgcnce
of Eerrorist activit;- bv members of the extreme left r.rho lrave
threatened borh nllltar)' personnel and rightwing politicians.
So far, 1r appears that the Sovernuenc is controlling the in-
creasL'd violence withouE rr-sorting, to extralegal police or
ml) irary suppression techniques. Presidenc Laugerud has re-
ralned supporE for his modcraEe pollcies, but, in tlmc, may
be forced to adopE a more rigid position and a more severc
approach to internal security.

On the lncernatlonal scene, President Laugerud has generallv
supported the United States, alchough he has been more indepcndent
than his predecessors on some questions. U.S.-Guatenalan re-
latlons have cooled slightly in 1976, especially because of fhe
U.S. procrastinarlon in arms negot.iations and deliveries.
Thus, Laugerud and top advisors are turning to Israel, France,
Belglum, and other counEries for military equipmen! supporL.

A aajor iteo of Guateaalan national preoccupation is thc
future independance of Belize (formerly British Honduras), a UK
courmonsealth dependency for uhich the Guatemalan government
contlnues t.o press ifs claim for sovereignty based on terri.CorLal
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exploraElon by Chrlstopher Columbus and on Spanish colonial
goveriluenc Jurisdlcrion. Tenslons with the Unlted Kingdorn
over Belize, sporadic for r:rany yearsr increased in the last
half of 1975. Guatetrala augmented lts military srrength in
the Pet6n region bordering Belize, and rhe UK reinforced its
defenses ln the dependency to discourag,e any uncoward move

by Gualeuala. ltinisterial negotlarions over the future of
Bellze urere resumed belseen the UK and Guatcmala in April
1976; che nost recent uas held in September. As tensions
eased, Guatenala trithdret, some of its furces and some British
troops rerurned to che Unitcd Kingdom durlng the summer. Tlten,
ln October, che Bricish and Guaremalan military forces in
BeIlze and rhe Petin respectively uere ag,ain augmented.
The GuaEenalan Arrny bases near Belize (Puerto Barrios, Poptun,
Santo Toeas de Castl1la, and Zacapa) have been kepr fully
staffed and on a semi-alerc scatus in preparation for a
posslble arned invasion by Guateruala of BeLize. On the
surface, both sides have acccpted thc milirarv buildup, and
Ene next naJor negotiatlon is scheduled for early 1977.
Guatenalan negorlators have lndicared chat the government
woul.d accept, in prlnciple. che existence of an lndependcnt
Bellze, but chey insisc upon a cesslon of terrltory to
Cuatenala -- a condttion that ls unacceptable to the politlcal
leadershlp of Bellzc. The fut.ure of the ncg,otlatlons is un-
certaln. and thc lssue reuains a politicall)' exploslvc one
tn Guateuala.

Guateoalats arned forces are capable of defendlng, the
count.ry agalnst. lnvaslon by any of tts Ccntral Ancrlcan
neighbors. They could conduct successful small-scale op-
eratLons against El Salvador. Honduras. or--provlded BrltLsh
eleoents were not present--Bellze. The armu'd forces are
adversely affected by a topheavy senior officer corpsi
absence of a career program for NCO's, and obsolete equlpnent.
Offtcta!ly deslgnated the Army of Guatemala, the armed forces
consist alnost exclusively of a ground element (popularly
called the Guatemalan Army), plus a small Air Force and Navy.
The President is titular CommanderirChief-of che Armed
Forces. Lrith controi highl)- centralized undcr the MinisCer
of Defense, who nornall;- is a senior r\rny of f icer. The
oilltary establishment thenreEicall.v is co;rmanded by the
Aroy Chtef of Staff. In pracEice, hori6vs;, the lltnister
of Nacional Defense tends to coranunicaLc di.reccly with the
Chiefs of the Air Force and lJavy. The armed forces are
generally pro-I'Iesc, particularly pro-United States, and have
experienced no significant Coramunist peneEraCion. Their
public image, alrhough poor in the past. has been generally
improving because of increased professionalism and
parcicipation in civic action projects, particularly in
disaster relief acLivicies following the Februarl'f976
ear thcJake.
I October 1976 GUATEMALA
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B. (U) Kev Hilitarv 0fficials:
Preslden@{a (Brig Gen, Anoy, Ret),
Minlster of Forelgn Relatlons: Adolfo Mcllna Orantes
Hinister of NacLonaL Defense: Brlg Gen Feraando Rooeo

Lucas Garcla (Aroy)
Aroy: Chief of Staff, Brig Gen Ot.to Gulllertno Spiegler

Norlega
Nav-v: Chief. Capr Jose Antonlo Contreras Roca
Alr Force: Chief, Col Roberco Josti Francisco Salazar

r\s tur Las
Natlonal Police: Director General, Co1 Marlo Gustavo

Cardona Maldonado

c. (u) ltllltary Budget
S33,900,O00 proposed for fiscal year endlng 3I December

1976; 6.7I of rhe proposed cencral goverrunent budget and
aLout 1.07 of esciurated GM. No servlce allocation is
avaiLable. Dollar value converted froo quetzals at the
exchange rate of one quelzal equals US S1.00.

D. (U) Populacion and Htlltary Manpower
Popularlon: 5,934,000 as of I JuIy 1976.
Hales (ages 15-49): 1,457,000; Fhysically flt, 948,000.
Ethnic Dlvlslons: Indlan-Al.41, Ladinor-58.62
L{teracy: aborrt 302

E. .lEl eray:
Personnel Strength: 12,480 (980 offlcers, 1,545 NCO's,

6,915 privares, 2,4?0 specialists, and 570 scudcnts and
cadets). Reserve-35.000, serui-trained.

ilajo: Unlrs: 4 brigades (I tnfantry batralion each), 10
s-::r.:Le battalions (5 infantry, I airborne lnfantry, 1

mi''t.r]' police, I engineer, I trainlng, I transportarlon),
anJ 2 separate batcalion-equivalerc units (Presidential
Guard, Mobile Military Police). In additlon, there is
a 4OFman Tactical Group, scationed at La Aurora Air Base
for airport security.

l'lajor Equipnenc: 12 105-urn houitzers, 12 75-m pack
howirzers. 12 106.7-rurn (4.2-inch) rlorrars, 5 Ml13 and
5 MlllAl armored personnel carriers, 10 RBY Mk. I
armored personnel carriers (Israel), and 7 Cadillac Gage
V-I00 armored cars. In addition, lteos in the inventory
of questionable combat effectiveness bccause of age are
15 M8 and 4 M3Al araor'ed cars (halftracks, tlorld War II).
Seven World War II M3 light tanks are considered so
obsoleEe as to be useless.

*l.Iesternized Indian, uesElzo and white.
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n. ,*rfn"w,
Personnel Strength: 500 (40 general servlce offlcers' l0
Harlne offlcers, 206 general servLce enlLsted,and 244 enllsted
Marlnes). No reserve.
Ships: 15 patrol boats (Pn) (1 32 neter, 2 25.9-ueter,

5 19.8-neter, I 19.2-ueter, 2 12.2-roeter' 2 ll-meterr
2 8.S-ueter), 1 oechanized landlng craft (LcH), 1 floatlng
norkshop (YR). Total lnventory: 17.

Units: The Navy is a sroalt patrol force, wlth two naval
bases (one on the Carlbbean and one e!: the Paclfic Coast)
and one Mar{ne Coropany of five p).atoons (four platoons
on the Caribbean; one platoon on the Paciflc Coast).

c. .I€fA1. Forc., Personnel strength: 375 (75 offlcers,
300 enllsted), lncludlng 60 pllots. No reserve.
UrrLts: 4 squad::ons (1 flghter, I transport, t hellcopter,

snd L lmlntenance).
Alrcraft: 55: 13 let (fl A-37B flghters, 2 T-33 tralners);

9 turboprop (transports- 8 ARAVAS, 1 C-12 Super King Air);
20 proo (10 cransports- I DC-68' 9 C-47s; 4 utllity- 3

Cessna 206ts, I Cessna 180; 6 tralners- Cessna 172):
13 hell (utlllcy- 9 UH-IH, 3 ALOUETTE III, 1 LAHA).

H. .,(if Paramilltarv: None. The civil pollce consist of two
dlstincE agencLes, both subordlnate to the MLnlstry of Government
(Interlor). Petsonnel strength: Natlonal Police-5,570; Treasury
Pollce-1,058.

I. (U) Key US Officlals (a11 ln Guatemala Clty except as
lndlcated

Chlef o Hisslon: Ambassador David E. Boster
Chlef, AID Misslon: Edward A. Coy
Defense Attachd and Army Attachd: Col John F. Hook
Naval Atrac.hd (Uexlco Clty): Capt Eddie F. Best
Alr Attach6 (Teguclgalpa): Co1 Delmore 1. Fessenden
MILGP Connander and Chlef, Army Section: Col Charles D

Chlef, Navy Sectlon: Cdr Willlarn S. Brown, Jr.
Chief, Air Force Section: Lt CoI Jerold Eustace

J. (U) Forelgn Hilltary Presence: There are Israells ln
Guacemala training Guareuralan Air Force personnel on main-
tenance of che ARAVA aircraft. It Ls not known whether these
advisors are clvilian or military personnel.
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