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PREFACE

= The Military Intellipence Summary (MIS), published
in cight volumes, is a synopsis of military intellipence )
worldwide. Intended to serve as a ready reference, the MIS
presents a compilation of intellipgence on those forces which
contribute to the military scecurity of cach country, and on
the political and cconomic lactors affecting the country's 4
military capability. Published semiannually, the MIS serves
to update information in other DIA publications,

(U) Unless otherwise indicated, the information in -
Volumes TV and VIIL is that available in DIA as of 1 April
amd 1 October.  The data cutoff date for the other volumes ;
is 1 January and [ July.

(U) Information summarized in the MIS is available in
detail In numerous DIA publications. A list of related
publications, both completed and scheduled, (s published in
the Repister of Intelligence Publications (DDS=2600-37) and

the Defense Intelligence Production Schedule (DDM-2600-35),

The Intelligence Users Guide (DDM-2600-397) cexplains how Lo
obtain finished Intellipence products and services from DIA.

(U)  Addressees are requested to forward information which
will supplement or correct this volume.  Questions: and
comments should be referred in writing to the Defense Intelli-
rence Apency (ATTN: DB=3E), Washington, D.C.  20301.
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GUATEMALA

1. fefnortmNT. ol it‘It'.'ﬂ-M[llt‘;lr‘\r__f‘iﬂ_u_;_l‘l_,_!_t__‘mlz Guatemala
is a republic with a popularly elected Prestdent and
leplslature.  The military has exerted considerable
influence over the Government [n recent vears, however,
and there have been charges that the current President
Brigadier General Kjell Laugerud GarceTa (Army, retired),
did not win a majority of the popular vote.  le was
Inaupurated Prestdent on 1 Jduly 1974 for a four-year

term. Although politically {nexperienced, President
Lauperad has taken tight hold of the reins of poverament
and has proven to be a capable chiefl of state.  For example,
after Guatemala suffered a devastating carthquake on 4
Febhruary 1976, Prestdent Lauperud recelved much eredit and
prafse for the extremely well organized disaster relief.
The reconstruction effory continues and s propressiong
well.

CEANATORNT  Since mid-1976, there has been a
resurpence of terrorist activity by members of the extreme
left who have threatened both mil{tary personnel and right -
wing politictans. The Increase is probably due to the
insurgents' desire to put pressure on the Government prior
to the March 1978 nat{onal elections.  In January 1977,
the Guatemalan Army launched a counterinsurgency
aperation tn Quieht . province, where terrorist activities
have been most prevalent,  This drive has been dirceted
apgafnst the Guerrilla Army of the Poor, the most powerfal
insurpent threat In Cuatemala.  Beecause of the remoteness
of this area, the Army has been unable to exert any effect
upon the guerrilias wnd 1s unlikely to achieve a decisive
action against them.

CO/NOFORNT  Also since mid-1976, the political
sltuation in Guatemala has become more active. Hardline
antiterrorist attitudes have resurfaced, as various
piartles have been preparing for the coming elections. In
addition, Guatemala's traditionally hostile stance toward
Belize has been receiving Increased attention. Pres{dent
Laugerud has retalned support for his moderate policies,

[
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GUATEMALA

Political=Military Situatfon--Cont [

but in time he mav be foreed to adopt a more rigld position
and g more severe approach, especially o repard to
internal securiry,

(e Tradit fonal Iy pood relat fons with the

Unfted States soured somewhat i March 1977 when it
became known that the U S, Seervetary of State's vepert

to the U8, Conpress on human vights erftieized Guatemala
for past abuses.  Consfdering this to be strictly an
internal aiftalers fssae, the Cuatemlan Government
responded by vejecting all VLS, military aid and all sales
ol military cquipment that are cond It fonal on the fssae
of human rights,  Since the Inited States fs Guatemala's
principal trading partoner and has provided considerable
technical and ceonomic assistance, relatfons probably
will recover from thely preseat fow, bot it is wnlikely

thev will be as elose as they onee were.,

Coipbiesiiebitiign. A major (tem of Guatemalan nat fonal
poeoccupat fon is the fature status of Belize (Formerly
British Nonduras), a United Kingdom dependency,
Cuatemala clalms sovereionty over Bel fze based on
territorial exploration by Christopher Columbuzs and on
Spandsh colonlal povernment jurisdiction, UK, claims
are based on the establishment of o colony in 1618 by
shipwrecked British saflors. The British wonld ke
to nrant independence to Belize but Tear that, if thevy
did, Cuatemala would fovade Belize and annex tlhe
territory,

Coliesieeidm Relat fons with the United Kingdom have
been sporadically tense for many vears,  Tension inereased
in 197% when Guatemala avemented its foreces in the Peton
replon bordering Belfze; the UK. counterad by sending
more troons to o its dependency, Mindsterial nepot {at tons
which began in April 1976 manaped temporarily to ease
tensions, and evach side withdrew some troops, In June 1977,
certain fallammatory statements by Guatemalan of ficials,
coupled with Coatemala's anpger caused by Barbados' sceizore
of a shipment of 5,56=mm ammunition destined for Guatemala,

DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL

Authority: EO 13526

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
Date: oct 17, 2018

.-




GUATEMALA

resulted in the British making a large increase in the
Belize garrison. Cuatemala responded by making prepara-
tions for a conflict. In early July 1977, the situation
was on tae brink of war, but an apparently proaductive
round of negotiations managed to relax tensfons. It
appears that Guatemala would accept, in principle, the
exlstence of an independent Belize, provided Guatemala
were coded some territorv. The future aof negotlations
{s uncertain, and the issue remafns a politiecally
explosive one in Guatemala.

FPRTORN T Cuatemala's Armed Forces are capable of
defending the country against {ovasion by anv of its
Central American neighbors.  They could conduct success-
tul small-scale operations agalnst El Salvador, Honduras,
or=-provided British elements were not present=-Belize.
The Guatemalan Army appears to be making a concerted
effort to replace much of its obselete equipment with new
arms, purchasced mainly from Belgium, Isracl, Portupal,
and France. This scems to be part of a program to prepare
fts forces for possible use against Belize. These arms
are bheing obtained from non-U.8., sources becaunse of
Washingion's past reluctance to supply Guatemala with the
massive military assistance destred and the present U.S.
policy of makiong aid dependent upon respect for human
rights.  Nevertheless, the U.S. Is honerilng past commit-
ments tor military supplies by providing Guatemala with
limited quantitics of 5.56-mm ammunit [on.

feerorte™ The Cuatemalan Armed Forees are weakenod
by a top-heavy senfor off({cer corps, absence of a carcer
program for NCO's, and still much obsolete equipment.
Offfcially designated the Army of Guatemala, the Armed
Forces consist almost exclusively of a pround ¢lement
(popularly caiicd rhe Cuatemalan Army), plus a small
Alr Force and Navy. The President [s titular Commander
in Chief of the Armed Foreces, with control hiphly
centralized under the Minister of National Defense, who
fs normally a senfor Army officer. The military
establishment theoretically {s commanded by the Army
Chief of Staff. In practice, however, the Minister
of National Defense tends to communicate directly with
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GUATEMALA.

the Chief: of the Alr Force and Navy., The Armed Forces
are generally pro=West, and have experienced ne
sipnitficant Commmist penctratfon. Thetr ties with the
United States have generally detertorated and they

are turning more to other Free World countrics for
assistance In obtalnfng supplies and training. Their publie
{mape,althouph peor In the past, has been generally
foproving because of Increased professional (smoand
participatfon in civie action projects, particularly

In disaster rellef activitfes following the February
1976 earthquake.

2. () Key Offlecials: )

Prestdent: Ejelld [..‘l_lILEl"T"llﬂ Carcia (Brip Gen, Army, Ret)

Minister of Forelpn Relations:  Adolfo Mol ina Orantes

Minister of Natfonal Detense: Bripg Gen Otto Gulllermoe
Spiepeler Norlepa (Army)

Army:

Navv:  Commander, Captaln Jose Aatonio Cont reras
Roca (Acting) 1/ o

Alr Force: Commander, Col Roberto Jdose Frane isco
Salazar Asturias

Natfo.al Pollce: Director Cenerval Col Mario GCustavo
Cardona Maldonado

3.0 (u) Military Budpet: SA1, 2 K00 proposcd for

Piseal vear ending 3 December 19773 9207 of the proposed
central povernment budpet aud about 1,07 of est {maed GNP
No service allocation Is avallable.  Dollar value converted
from quetzales at the exchange rate of one quetzal equals
us §1.00,

4. (1) Fopulation: 6,099,000 ax of 1 July 1977

Males (aees 19-49): 1,489,000; phvsically (it, 966,000;
63,000 reach military ape (18) annually

Fthnie Divisions: 41,47 Indian, 98.67% Ladine 2/

Literacy:  Abour 07

9. KT Armyv:
Personnel Strength: 12,480 (980 officers, 1,545 NCO's,

6,915 privates, 2,470 specialists, and 570 students and
cadets).

!T}'““E_I'-:l_l"_xl.!_l‘n_k‘l_.{.".‘:r.‘lfn__|.'_I‘_I'-.'l._|-l-i; }‘ll"ndl"f.. Commander of the Navy,
fsmuming for President in the 1978 elections. it fs not
known whether he will ever reassume his Noavy posit fon,

2/ Westernized Indias, mestizo, and white.
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CUATEMALA

5. =€y~ Army—Continued

Reserve: 35,000 semi-trained.

Major Units: & brigades (1 infantry battalion each),
10 separate battalions (5 infantry, 1 airbornme infantry,
1 military police, 1l engineer, 1 training, 1 transpor-
tation), and 2 separate battalion-equivalent units
(Presidential Guard, Mobiie Military Police). In
addition, th:ore is 400-man Tactical Group, statlioned
at La Aurora Alr Base for alrport security.

Major Equipment: 12 105-mm howltzers, 12 75-mm pack
howitzers, 12 106.7-mm (4.2-inch) mortars, 5 ML13 and
5 ML13Al armored personnel carriers, 10 RBY Mk. 1
armored personnel carriers (Israel), and 7 Cadillac
Gage V-100 armored cars. In addition, items in the
inventory of questionable combat effectiveness because
of age are 15 M8 and 4 M3Al armored cars which are of
World War IT vintage. The Army is currently working
on the M8's, including the installation of new englnos
which should muake these armored cars effective. Seven
World War IT M3 light tanks are considered so obsolete
as to be useless.

6. L& Navy:

I'ersonne]l Strength: 453 (40 general service officers, 7
Marine officers, 206 general service enlisted, and 200
cnilisted Marines).

Reserve: None.

Ships: 15: 11 Motor Gunbos®s (I'GM) (1 32-meter, 2
25.9-meter, 5 19.8-meter, 1:19.2-mcter, 2 12.2-meter),
2 Patrol Boats (IB) (2 ll-meter), 1l mechanized landing
craft (LCM), I floating workshop (YR). 1/

Units: ‘The Navy is a small patrol force, with two naval
bases (one c¢n the Caribbean and one on the Pacific Coast)
and one Marine Company of [ive platoons (four platoons
on the Caribbean; one platoon on the Pacific Coast).

7. 4@ Alr Force:

Personnel Strength: 470 (65 officers, 405 enlisted),
including 60 pilots.
Reserve: None.

Units: 4 squadrons (1 fighter, | tramsport, 1 helicopter,
and 1 maintenance).

1/ 1In addition, two 8.5-mecter patrol boats are out of the
water and apparently not salvageable.
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CUATEMALA
7. o Alr Force—-Cont {nued

Afrerate: 59 17 jer (11 A-3710 fiphters, 2 T-11 Tainers):
1O turboprop (i ransports - 9 Arvavas, 1 C-12 Super King
Afr) s 22 prop (12 transports - | DE=O6W, 11 G475 4
utfltty — 3 Cesnsna 2006"s, 1 Cessna TRO; 6 tealoners -
Cosnsna 177): 14 hel i (at ity = 9 U=11, 7 Alouette
LEL, 2 Tama).

. M Pavamilltarv:  None,  The eivil pollee conslat
fwo distinet forees, hoth subordinate to the Minfst ry af
Covernment (Interfor), Pervsoneel st rengpth:  Nat fonal

Polfee = 5% 5780 Treasury Mol lee - 1,058,

ol

a. ) Key LS. Orfie fals:

: Gl I Guatemala Cley exeent
as dmdicated):

Chier of Misslon:  Ambassador David E

R T TH TS
Chiel, AID Mission: Edward A, Coy

Defense At tache and Army At tachc: Col John F. Hook

Naval Attache (Mexico Cliy): Capt Eddie ¢

Alr Attache (Teguelpalpa): Col Delmore |

MiTTtary Groap Commander and Chiet Army
ol Chavies D Covhett 1/

Chier, Navy Sectlon: Cde William S, Wrown, v,

Chilef, Alr Foree we fon: Lt Col Jderald

. Beest
o Foenseden

Seel lon:

Fustace
e, () Forelyn Military Presence:  Therve are Isreael [
in Coatemal.y tratafnge Coatemalan A Fovraes
o ma ot enanee of the Arava alrervart It
that these advisors are

e sonne |
Fu el {oved
military reserve personnel

.I.,/ Cal Corluy

T5 1o be replaced In Mareh 1978 by
Col Donald R, Loy,
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