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1B SUMMARY:

(CmiNSpplaiMaea) Government forces have scored some recent
successes in ithe Tucuman (26495-6513W) COIN Operation. There
are widely varying cstimates of number of guerrillas killed,
some of whom may have died following interrogation. Army
remains rluSL[au&u in its altempt to down guerrilla helicopter
operating in the zone and recent guerrilla activities may
spark joint military eanti-suvbversive campaigr.
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1 Army and police forces initlated a mass & e

manhunt in Tucuman following the Moptonsv-u ' succeszsiuil
attack on the airfield there. On 28 Bug TH the ﬁde“r;llas ol
hombed the runway at the Tucuman airport during the take-
of f of an Air Sorce C-130f cargo plare filled with National
Gendarmerie border guards. _"‘i\fe troops lost their lives in =~
the attack. According to a reliable source. 9 terrorists
who were r&sponblble for the incident have been iLracked aown.
captured and "eliminated" Meanwhile the press reporis that
10 guerrillas have been kiflen ‘n separate actions following
clashes which ﬂe;dn on 28 Augzust between insurgenis and

zovernment Torges
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{ i\ (1. Mewspaper clats that 800 zucrrilles

“lave heen killed. wounded or captured since the Army moved

inte Tucamar last February. This (“gure reportedly surpriscd
many observers since General Yilas had announced in late ¥ay
taal 350 guerrillas “ell ixto this categery. Cne source
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THT 1. | ki = Yo 'The Army as well asg clher security
“orces appear to nave stepped up their arti-guerrilla
opera‘iun L is believed zT:at they have hnd recascnable

e
zacces 4 znave caused consideravle disrupticn witnin the
gubrrlli infrastractare. 'I'ne figure of 500 guerrilla
casuallles ls probably ar exatieraulnﬂ. iz, howover,
little doub® row Lzat the lLerrorists' saled cnce
captured.

U' : [ e Y+ The recerl gurse in securily Joroe
act ty in Tucuman could be a resporce Lo three bizarre
bucgeqae 1) ihe murder of Army Opt Keller or 74 T

g lote T‘{|(b )3:10USC424 |, (2) the bombing of the Havy “rigate.
Santlsima Trintdzd’ (HoLe IR [(6)3):10USC424 ). and (3) ke des-
truction of the Air Force (~-1300 /lote LE|(b)(3:10USC424 |,
These events could have back-tirce on the terrorists. 'The
leller Lwo incidents were epparently desiymed to force =he
Military to premptlvely move "'let the Peron Regime curing
the latest crisis. © o 7. they stirred up a hornei's
nest. The Vavy saw “ts 1t rst nnuinnn1‘y conetructed man-of-war
Wil v a somb at her berth ih Fio Santiago (34H18-,751
concurgzntly, the Alr Force was bloodied by the derr;ITac for
the Tirst time. 'The Alr Porce tzkes great pride in its C- 1301
fleet and the terrorists left one burning and destroyed
at the end of the Tucuman runway.
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3. mblegeid ' : The new Army hierarchy has made it

2lear that they want ne eavelvement in pclltlc_. fceording
to one local editerial., they are ready anJ Wi 111“' to take

o & mission L-.JE‘.=_. ls appropriately ‘Hu&“'l'ra ', The Lavy and
Air ~orce apparently share the Army's convictlicn., The

upsurze ir terrorist activiiies, coupled with Jdamaced Alr
Force and Ravy prides. 2021d cryatalise joint Armed PHorces
operations against lre insurge e generals have Leen
anaueccesstal at this game in ch but now conditlons are
ripe for join®t copera%ions. Thne guerrillas may te in cltore

for fome pardg Ltimes ir tre months ahead.
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