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SUBJ MASSERA
PERE]RA CASE;
INVESTIGATION

REE BUENOS AIRES 04729
1. FEDERAL JUDGE OSCAR SALVI ON JUNE 21 CONFIRMED THE
ARREST OE EORMER NAVY COMMANDER EMILIO MASSERA ]N A BILL
OE PARTICULARS THAT ACCUSES THE FORMER JUNTA MEMBER OF
LYING AND WITHHOLDING, DESTROYING OR COVERING UP EVIDENCE
IN THE DISAPPEARANCE OF BUSINESSMAN FERNANDO BRANCA IN
7911. ALSO NAMED IN THE JUDGE'S DETAILED INDICTMENT AND
PLACED IN CONDITTONS OF ARREST WERE MARTA RODR]GUEZ
MCCORMACK, COMMON*LAW WIEE OF BRANCA, AND EDUARDO INVIERNO.
A RETIRED NAVY CAPTAIN WHO CONDUCTED AN INVEST]GATION OF
BRANCAI S DISAPPEARANCE UNDER MASSERA'S DIRECTION.
RODR]GUEZ MCCORMACK WAS ACCUSED IN THE TNDICTIVIENT OF LYING
TO THE COURT AND ]NVIERNO WITH DESTROYING EVIDENCE,
INCLUDING TAPE RECORDINGS OE CONVERSATIONS THAT HAD A
D]RECT BEARING ON THE CASE.
2. SALV] ORDERED NAVY COMMANDER REUBEN FRANCO TO DETAIN
MASSERA AT NAVY FACILITIES EROM WHTCH HE MAY NOT BE TRANS-
FERRED WITHOUT THE COURT'S APPROVAL. SALVI HAD TRANSEERRED
CUSTODY OF MASSERA TO ERANCO LAST WEEK ON MASSERA'S RETURN.
MASSERA'S LAWYER SAID HE VJILL ASK EOR MASSERA'S RELEASE BUT
EXPECTS SALVT TO DENY THE REQUEST AND THE LAWYER WILL
THEREFORE APPEAL TO THE NEXT HIGHER COURT.
3. MEANWHILE ANOTHER JUDGE, JUAN MARCHETTI, INVESTIGATING
THE ALLEGED SHOOTOUT DEATHS OF OSVALDO CAMBTASO AND
EDUARDO PEREIRA ROSSI MAY 14, ORDERED A RECONSTRUCTION
OF THE EVENT AFTER STUDY]NG A SECOND AUTOPSY OF THE
CORPSES. CARR]ED OUT BY COURT_APPOINTED DOCTORS. THE NEW
AUTOPSY IND]CATED CAMB]ASO HAD BEEN BEATEN AND SHOT AT
CLOSE RANGE AND PERETRA HAD BEEN BEATEN AND GIVEN ELECTRIC
SHOCKS, THE FIRST AUTOPSY, PERPORMED BY POLICE FORENS]CS,
"rNEXpLrCABLy" OMTTTED T'ESE FINDINGS, ACCORDTNG TO
MARCHETTI.
4. ALSO ON JUNE 21, THE SUPREME COURT By A SpLrT 3-2
DECISION ENDED THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE BURIAL IN
CHACARITTAS CEMETERY OF 106 PERSONS REPORTEDLY KILLED BY
SECURITY FORCES BETWEEN I916_18. THE COURT RULED IT HAD
NOT EOUND IRREGULARITIES ''SUSCEPT]BLE TO THE DISCIPLINARY
AUTHORITY OE THE COURT, '' AND THAT THE MORGUE AND THE
CEMETERY "HAD FOLLOWED'' THE REGULAR PROCEDURES USED
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS. '' THE CASE GREW OUT OF ALLEGATIONS
BY HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS THAT THE ARMED FORCES HAD
DELIVERED THE BODIES EOR BURIAL AT THE CEMETERY WITHOUT
INFORMING THE APPROPRIATE JUD]CIAL AUTHORITIES. A LOWER
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COURT WILL CONTINUE INVESTIGATING ANOTHER ASPECT OF THE
CASE INVOLVING POSS]BLE CRIMTNAL RESPONSIBIL]TY OE
FORENSIC PERSONNEL. SHLA UDEMAN
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