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Tho following is a report/ — : \

_Jconoorning tho plutinum producing
reion In the Intondencia of Choco, Codlombla:

-t B e A R T ool

"Tho Colombian area of platinum production, for all nructical
purposez, is included within a circle with a radius of 25 kilomotors :
with Condoto as itn centeor. Within this circlo is produced practi- |
cally all of the whito metal found in Colombiu, with tho excoeption
of same small doposits along the Paciflc coast. The jeneral nature
of tho toporraphy of tho area within the circle (seo onclosure) is
sharply broken and hilly. Heavy rainfall causos tho atroums to rise
abruptly in a short timo making river nuvigution Aifficult und land
travol dengerous. For the most-part tho region 1s heavily timbered
and only rarcly does ons find isolated clearings on stroam flats,

Within tho 23 kilometer circlo dosoribed above there live _
approximutely 39,000 people of whom most of the adults, men and
worion ulike, and nuny of the childron are engagod in mining gold
and platinum Uining 1s by throo processcs: panning by inaividual
riombers, mostly fomales of rumilies along the atroum beds; washing,
as pract;ced by thoYWIlaS do NEU4; and drodging is carried on in
the Choco oxclusively by the ﬁéhpon_EuQIEIC_éIuILdLQJdEuHI‘ The
lattor company oporutes six dredges ut various points in the plati-
mm and z0ld producing area. Under a contract, all of tho platinum
ggoducgd by thie company is sold to tha Unitod States povornment
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- Soveral thousund invidivuduls, "miners”, work the stroum beds
ol the Condoto areu panning for rold and plntinum. It 1in from thoso
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gources that stm;'lers obtain ths bulk of the metal beinz exported

- 41legally from Colombia.- In addition to panning, local natives con-
duct the ehaft and washing procesgss of mining which like-wise pro-
duces rmch of the platinum availlable to smupplers.

i Host of the pold and platimum obtainod by tho small organ-
izations and-the individual panners is sold to local liconsed buyars
of the motul, usuully nmorchants who plve crodit on morchandiso in

l exchange for the motal. Varlous roports have boen recoelvod of buy-

« erg attempting to purchsse platimmn diroectly from tho poanners dbut it

| is besligvod that the bulk of the metal avallable to smupglors is die
vorted after it has beon sold to liconsed local buyors by the miners. .

. All liconsed buyers keep records which pretend to show the /‘

' anounts of motal they buy. Xt has been definitely ostublished howe
I evor, that many dbuyers havo in the past recorded only & small por-
contage of tholr actual purchases for resale teo tho Bank of the Ro-
public holding out the romaindor for sale to the smugpglers at black
markot pricos approximatoly twice thut pald by tho bank. Tho miners
within the platinum producing aroa, practically all nogross, ars ‘
without education and uro susplcious by nature of any intruder in ‘
this territory. fthite Cclomblans who live in this section have littlo
in cormon with the native miners and are constantly at oddes with the
minoers. Nowcomers in the area share in an ingrown dislike for the
COMPANIM HINERA CHOCO PACIFICO bullt up by tho fact that the natives
faol that tho company's drodgings have oncroachad on their private
domain and the company officiels troat tho natives without .rospoct.

Buying of platinum and gold in this area 1a largoly in the
‘ handas of foroigners, particularly Syriansz, who, although they have
' intermarriod into Colozbian familles rotaln thelir original citizenshlp,

Platimum smugplling may best be stopped at 1ts source within
thoe 25 kilometor circle surrounding Condoto. Once the metal rets bo-
yond the local buyer it 1s extremely difficult to trace. Thore are
various land routes in this area including the following: from Iste
ming °~ to Cortegul 18 a ono way-all~woather governmont route, 28 kilo-
moters long and requiring considerable time to pass over ita ontire
longth by truck. Certegul is on the Rio Quito which forms the upper
branch of ths Atrato River. From tho villagoe of Tado thoro 1a a foot
path along the San Juun River to the narrows opposite Rio Puorte. At
this point tho trail crosses to the north side of the San Jusn River :
to Playa deo Oro from whore thers Is a pack trall to Puocblo Rico. The |
trip from Pueblo de Oro to Pusblo Rico requiros about two days on J
norseback, From Puablo Rico thore ia an suto road to Cartega und ono
into othor interior points including fianizalos and Hedellin. A second
routs is from Istmira : by truck to Cortogul thence dowm tho Quito
Rivor in a "champa" (cance) to Quito from where thero is a provisional
road for autos and trucks and cs far as Bolombolo in antioquia. Thero
is train service botwson Bolombolo and liedellin. Completion of this
road has beon delauyed by u lack ¢f- govormment appropriations by tho
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! Secretury of ths Intendencia in quibde, Jorge Dias, who states that

‘ the govermaent has iven pormission to acoomplish this by February,
1944. Doapito tho poor conditions of tho road t s the route for
congidorable travel bLotweon the Choco und lfedollls

It eppears fronm an invontigation thut tho most probable routes
\ takon by carriors of contraband plutinum is from Tado down tho San
| Juan River to the Rrea Rivor thenco overland to Cordova and into Call,

ﬁ VYator routes are usod almost oxclusively in the platimum pro-
dueing orea bacause of & lack of land routes or aven easily puasable
trails. Condoto usually forms thoe lmb of cormercial activity in this
region since it is connected by water with Tado and Istminia. Since
Condoto has a branch of the Barnk of the Republic ths leogal flow of

Platimm in this area is directed into this town. Legal trickles of
platinum in the upper Atrato branches roeach the bank in Quibdo.

The very naturo of the Choco rogion londs 1tself to clandos-
tine oporations. Thoro is not a single Colomblan official who will
trouble himself to ponetrate ths innormost region to chock on activi-
ty. Police are all a low, ignorant type, worried only about tho
amount of time thoy muat spend in this region and how soon they can
be transforred.

Tho inspection of travellors, other thun obvious forsipners,
is nil. Thore is a fear which han innoculated even the most capable

‘ officials of this region so that they interost themselves only with
‘ tho most hubitablo and populatod placos.

COI&EN’I‘ :

It appaars that tho platinum smugrling problem can best be
solved by stopping tae flow of tho metal into illegal channels at
its sourco -~ within thoe 25 kilometor circlo with Gondoto as its
centor. A careful weodinp out of liconsed buyors and a strict cone

= trol of those who romain, coupled with proampt action against any-
one found with platinum in thnir possession outside the area, should
do much to solve tho problem.”




