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On the basid~df information received that orew members of the-Swiss
5.5. ST GUTYHsLD were believed to be attempting %o smugiletPiatinum
from Colouwbia, striet controls on wmovements of orew wembers; & ———
thorough search of tlie ves.el and an interropgatlos of crew .esbers
was undertaken wieun the vessel arrived in .avana, Constant survellle
ance gaintained while in lmvana snd Usrdamas. Resulis were negative.
nusual reque. t of i aster to load ofrshive olted with attendant
poasibilitiea.
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(A=1) Reference (a) advised thg. three ..embers of the cyew of the
Swiss S.3. S0 GUT'TLhiD, Eiichel\WLMOGORUFF, Turser, dar)}‘(::lﬁs, C hief

\ .

ofied™fdr Edelizlonal-

Stoker, end .alterXesMINEIER, TRird Lnglineex, were suspected of
purchasing pl&tinun‘; vhile the veasel Wwas in the port of larranquilla,
Colowbia. The iaster also was atated as having personally contacted
persons involved in the platinum traffic t ere.
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Tn addition to reference {a) a oomplete renort on the activities of
erew senbe o of the 37, GLTI"LRD while in ti.e port of Barranguilla
wes received by the Office of the Legal attsche. Cne cony of this
report is st.ached herew:th for the background information it contalne.
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The S.5, 3% GOTHLD arrived in i-abana, Cuba, on § *ebruary 1944 at
1030 ueen aad departed at 1900 ,ueen on 10 “ebruary 1944 for Cardenas,
Cuba, During the stay in ilisbena, arenta of ti:e Cuban »etional lulice,
the Cuban Customs, Imnigrstion, and 'aritime Tolice, were assigned

to the vigilance of the ship, Only authorized ~ersons were peraltted
aboard., Hec.rds were .asintained of tiwe ind viduuls who visited the
ship, and they were searched upon going aboard and upon " ecviug the
sliip. All grew aewbers were interviewed briefly; a racord was wBGe

of their de-mrsture fros and return to the sulpy, aud tue aj.rity of
the ereyw members who went as ore at uabaue were accogpauied by Speeial
Avents of the Cuban ..etional Folice. .. launch was maintalned on tne
seaward side of tlie ship by Cusan iolice in oxder to =2reveny an

ap roech to the ST GUTVILLD by water,
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A Bpo% eheok was made of both the oubgoing and lecoming cavgo
with negative results. All stevedore who assisted in the loadinp
and unlsoding of the shin were gearched by agents of the <ubon
“gilonal Tolice un golng aboard and when leaving the chip.

Through the Cuban Hatlonal TFolise aud ti:e Guban Custowus an ¢~
haugtive search of the eatire shly for coutraband sfas updertaign
viith nepative results.

A&EXENDEQ\SAEEIKOFF == {A=2) This individuail, the laster of the

3T GOTTIIaRD, stated that he ls liusslian~borm but witkous natiovuliiyr.
He was socc.mpanied while aghore at all tismes. The accospanying
apent advised that SIALTILOFY made oaly the asual contactu wrish the
ship's e~ents, the Consulates of Switzexriand and CGrest Uritain,

and the American Lmbassay. The accompeayi:g agent also gtatod taet
Suali'l0FF apoke sgornfully and oriticized the democratic ryegines
"making reference always to the ¥French sysiem, which in hls opinion
ig tuie best ko known': and et no Gime did he oxpress any oplnion
soncerning the totalitarian governnents,

{Fo0) The Captsin stabed that duri. .g last uvecvember, wiiile the
ship was doocked at ~arseillea, Franoz, the submarine bass waa
bombed by Aauerlicsn planes with such aecuracy that all She shops
ware destroyed, but that neither the port nor the eivilien
population suffered any dermage,. iie ilndieated thav {ouyr «ernen
planes were sho% down in this actuon, Iie indisated that in uhe
talian port of Genoa, the anti-amerial defeunses were vwery dexicicnt
and wcre no obstacle for attacking planes. He advised that asg
first at warscilles, Yrance, the uver.an authorities only permlited
hinm %o disembeark. However, the German authori-.ies were alwised uvinv
various officials of the J.u. ST GOTTIAKD had familes in ..srseilles,
srance, An investigation was made, and s siort btloe thereaiter tne
Jiite fussian crevi memvers were veralited ash re without eay
difficulties, In Toriueal, on the contrary, all orew meahars excersy
the -hite Russiang were permitted sshore,

The Vatein ex -vessed no interest in or kmowl.dge of %iie carngo,
the ship's ocapacity, sunplics or docuvents, and indicated that he
wes & bteohnieian vhose sole duty was to navigate the ship. Lic knew
nothing about the relation between the ton.age put on board and
the water w-'ich the shi» would drew, He wes nos eonc.rned with the
gship's gupplies and le wes noted to slgn any and all dosunenis in
wvhatever language they were written withont reading %..em or having

thern $ranalated.

WaLTER SANDMEIER == A4=3) SalIBILR, the shird Engincer, also lkucii
ag Walter SaliDMEIER aﬁﬁSEIEBBIEG, waa accounanied et all tlus
during the eriod when the ST .CQOTTHIRD was in port at lavana. le
j@de no oontacts of any interest and in his gonversationg wita

the accomnsnying agent indioated that he hoped fox an early Al1izl
vicLory. lié Wes bora in HSeengen, Aergan, German Switzeriand, o3

10 danusry, 1902, and gave his nationalliy as SwWiss. LOWCRGE, LG
ear -ied no.uwiss passport nor Qid he hase geawan®s TRICT3.

(F=0) This officer stated thetl Guwitzerland had “aiutnigag d_tﬁgc
and loyal neubrality, and was a demoeorailc gountey, ot Bhev oG
had a good nilitary system and w s organized and yrepa?ea o
defend itself. Motwithstending all that, he indies%ed thot nivizr
hac tried %o infiltrate totalitarian ideas thyoughous weihmest on i
atresuing the Yerman origin of the Swies people, but he h;a_ﬂj}3:o
in that atten G. lLe statcd that the ¥rensh people VEre capmiteing
to Uerman brute gt-engih, but thot Guey fore organizing Shensllves
for the ..1llied invasion. Le indlcated that co.dltions ig . argellles
sere terriasle, and that wen they arrived atv shat poré the Yeuan
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8oldiers in charge of the port came on board begging for coffec,
cigaredies and foud. ~e expressed the “ope thet soon all of the
officials of this ship would be Swiss, but that tliey hove had to

utllize the knowledpe of these Russlan officials who were for.exly
offlcials of the .am-erisl Russien arine under the vzar.

KaRL 3IKES -~ {A-2) Subfeet went ashore with Lrnegii OCKLI, the
rad o Onerator, both were asccoqnanled by a Cubau police apent

and .;ade no conimets of interest. lle wes born 1. Switzeriand,

14 april, 1902, is a S8.iss citizen, and car -ies lagspor:s lo.
78642/411, MIKES stated thas he had spent 13 rears in the eswloy of
a Canadian hotel and that he had lived in “oronto and Ilalifar.

EICIBL XOL ' GLROFF -~ (a-2) This individnal was born 26 Juve, 1901,
In Blagovestohek, Ri--sia. He stated that he had bYeen sailinpg for
27 veesrs, usually on dritish ships. Ife manifested grect hatred Tox
Jews and with repgard %o Russians said there w s no @iffercnce
betwecn the Hed and /ite tusslians. ¥apsrs found in the sesrch of
his eabin siowed thas he had been a Russian refugee for 'any yewvs.
e pro.essed liled srupathy and & shope that the iliies would win
in the near ful re, lig,went ash-.re in comnany with Ceorres.

S ALEZANDRUFY aud - 1erreWOROIKONY, and the “hree were accompanied
by a Cuban police agent., ue ..ade no eontoscts of intereas, bub
offered the police apent ioney to pernilt hi.. to s%ay out ali night
wisth a girl friend. nlEXAI DRUFF umde a similar propositio. to the
police agent. .

l:one of the Jt; er orew menbers or offlcers rnpde conticts of inserest,
nar 4id¢ searches of tielr persons unccover anyr subversglve or soatstranand
rnaterial.

{F=0) LUL UGGRUFY advised that in . arseilies, France, he uwzs not
permitied ashore by the autiorlities, but from the ship he witnessed
bomvard«ent by the RA¥ end in his opinlon the jlanes ware not avic

%o destroy thelr cobjleciive. ¥rom the conversation with LOLC WGURGTY,
the ayent assuned that alky DROFF wes not welli regairded by twhe
ipngsians due bto hiis relations with the Frenoch, Both expressed sur-zice
that being lussiens and sr pathizers of the Allies, they were
acco:ipanied by police arents, and wh.le so.ie of the Swiss crew men=ors
of Wer a. origin were nermii-.ed %o go ashare unacocomnanied. le

stated that life iu Frapse wos very diffiounlt, eud tlere w s &
secarity of evervthing, but that he ho ed the Allles would win in &
short time, He stated thet many Frensh were working in Gemany, bLt
tlLev were carried to Gercany at the point of a rifle. ascrcoxdiang WO
KOTIOGOROPF 1+ Swibtzerland there is .iuch sympathy for “ermary. bub
Switzerland hed uesinteined a striotly nenutral position in & is war.
Iie said that sSwitzerland sold »roducts to “erany, bul when questloned
furt er regeavding this he said that since he W+s a sallor and w25
always o .tside the country, he did not kmow nueh ahout the sltuatlon.

G RGDS ALELVDROFE, 3ervant, {(F-0) This individual indicated %ha
ne had fornerly weorhed on the I'resch shin " EL CAINWLEY™ which vss
used ss a I'rench transvort to iforth afrieca, but tha %Ghe shl»> had
pega sunk, slthough later it had been ralsed and pad hack into
gservive by tle Leraans. “his ship forperly traveled Troa I'yance
%o Algiers, Le described a boubing of rarseilles by tie Ral' in
Jegcember and according to him $ue submerine bese was not aasaged,
owing to the anti-aerial defense of the “er 4us
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The following itess nf possiule iuterest vere secursd by Cubaa
po-ice agen' 8 in conversations wit. Sthrec ocvew umeivsers of tne
ST GUIPIIALD:

DIRITRYYEVIECFP, First .ngineer (F-0) This an indicatéd that in
the parts of burope in viaich he l.ad treveled thees ves grset
gyupathy for the Alllied countries, :

IL #I:ES, Piresan (F-0) This wan shdddbthat all the nussians uveres
anti-denceratioc and indicated Ihat in l.arsellles, no erew new ers
viere ermit ed %o disenvark excent the wussiaps whe were well '
received by the Geruan authorities.
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EUSEBIGR&R&UEU, searan {F=() This nmap said that in dsecember 1:43,
he was in -arseilles, France, vwhen the .Llies bosbed %his elty,
and he indicated that two Uermsn plenes wvient un %o intercept the
allied planes, but they were gh.t duvn imnediately. He stated thai
the Al'ries bombed wmilitary oblectivesa and 4id no% do like the
Germang, who bombed the civilian populatio:.

{A=1) While the vessel was in lievana, the shipaing agents raquesied
of the Gulf Sea Frontler Brench Shipving Contyrol 0ffiece, in bchall
of the laster, permissioc Loy the 3T GOPINAND to losd Two niles
outslde the habor entrence at Cardenas, Cuba. 'The vessel was »ro~
occeding %o Cardenas $o0 Sasie on, as it wes understood then, ouly 700
tona of supar, and was light at the %ime. Inasmuch es the denth in
the harbor would have been guffielient, the request was viewed with
susploion and refused. This unusual request, toget’er with the
poesibility of platinua being aboerd the vessel, and tie reporied
presence of an eneay submarine in north Cuban waters, -ade % a .pear
that an effort might be .ede o tranaTer the platinem. There fac &
were reported in.reference (o) and at the saue tlee surveillanse &
seaward wes advised.

The 3T GUTTHAT.D then oved out @& Havana oa thie 1luth of *ecbruaxy

and arrived at Cardenas at 1145 usen on 11 February 1vé4, 1% ¢izd
up to the pier, aund loaded 85,000 bags of augar. Jheun ueari g
sompletion of the loading, permission wse apain requesied o wiove
out intc the outer harbor, This tiue a distance of 17 F'iles, in
order to loamd 6,000 additional bags of sugar. This request could not
be refused, a:d tie vessel moved out on 18 Februery. ihile anchored
in the outer Bay, 1% was subject to surveillance by three suhasaine
chasers of the Cuban uwavy.

\While a personal survei'liance of all crew uembers going ashore goulé -
not be undeytaken in Cardenas bocause of shorhage of person el, varss
srecial agents of the Yuban police were sent e Cardenas to argan§ze
the conirol, and all crew smembers were searched apon depuxbing and
returning %o the ship. 3tr .0% control and suvervision was raliniteincd
concerning the few authurized viscltosms to the vessel. The ..aster vss
always ugoompenied exoeps when he returned %o hghana €5 g2% a
cleaTance from the osritish. Suvplics taken aboard were carefully
gheeked and itews ervearing %o be in excess were elisinaied.

CO'®EIT: The sontrol of the siip, its orew em7ers, «arzo endg
apvplies while in igbana represenias the : o8t soiaplete covei2fe
aggorded %o & neattral vessel, exceedlns even in seopz he

attentlons given to spanigh vessels.

Jhile the resulés of the seavzches apnd survelllances producle o

additdonal indications of subversive actlivities, the severiiy )
of the eonir ) undoubtedly forestelied any contemplaied nans ULl
activities during the sojourn of the BT, GOTIILKD in Cu'zn Joues.




