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VENEZUELA-CUBA‘ ENBASSY INCIDENT. - TC7NOFRORIL

L4 -
1. Ak SANSFORN YOUNG CUBANS WHO DROVE INTO THE ;ENEZUELAN -_—-féfi_

EMBASSY COMPOUND IN HAVANA AND ACTUALLY CRASHED INTO THE EM-
/ BASSY BUILDING IN AN ATTEMPT TO REACH POLITICAL -ASYLUM WERE

FIRED UPON BY CUBAN SECURITY GUARDS. THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT i‘

HAS'SINCE APOLOGIZED TO THE GOVERNMENT 'OF PRESIDENT PEREZ ,

WHO IS IN BRAZIL ON A STATE VISIT. PRESS LEAKS, HOWEVER,

WOULD LIKELY FORCE CARACAS TO REACT PUBLICLY TO THE EMBASSY

VIOLATION. |

2. 1T71UTURN7 SEVEN CUBANS IN A TAXICAB REACHED THE EMBASSY

GROUNDS 3 SIX OF THE YOUTHS WERE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING ADMIS-

SION TO THE MAIN BUILDING, ALTHOUGH ONE WAQ WOUNDED BY GUN-
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1 ks Fogi ameID CuBAY OFFICIALS STATIONED OUIS IDE THZ C G-

PoU¥D., THE SEVENTH WAS ARRTSTED BEFORE HE COWD £ NTER TdE
TMBASSY, CUBAY GUARD:

V)]

APPARENTLY ENTERED THE VENEZUELAN
AROUNDS TO FIRE AT THE CAR AND APPREHE WD THE ONE ESCAPING
YOUTH. THE VENEZUELAN Al BASS ADOR HAS SUBSEQUE NTLY Ii\iDIEATZD
'THQT THIS WAS THE THIRD SUCC=S SFIL CUPAN DEIFECTI OW IW THE T4 0
YEARS SINCEZ THE EiBASSY HAS BEEN REQPEZ MED AND THAT HE EXPZCTEZD
i[ITTLE DIFFICULTY IN ARRANGING A D“PAPTU E FOR THE DEFECTORS
TO CARACAS.

3, ke OPE R R“'LATI ONS BETWEEY THE TwO NATL ONS HAVE VACIL-
LAHD Iy THE LAST TWO YEARS AS VARIOUS IS SUES HAVE SIDETRACKED
TsT PEREZ DRIVE TO P“'I‘\'TPODUC& HAVANA INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF

1AT I AMERICAN AFFALR RS, CURH INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA AND THE

LARGELY FALSE - RUT HONETHE LESS EXTENSIVE -- REPORTS OF cUmA

MILITARY ADVISERS IX NEI GRRBORING GUYANA CAUSED A SLOWDOWN IW
DIFLOMATIC AND ECONQIIC ACTIVITY. THE LARGE EXILE COMUNITY
14, CARACAS AND IT3 WPLICATION IN ANTL- T‘::‘ROPIS‘i HAVE

&.LS‘O CAUSED PROB_E'M.S.' FIHALLY, THE REMOVAL OF TWO CURAH NA-
TIo4aLS FRQOT THE VE?‘%EZUTLAN £ EAS SY UNDER SUSPIC IDU“ CIRCUI-

STANCES -- A SIMILAR I#DICEHT TO THIS LATEST OUJUﬁV {CE =--
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HAD & COOLIC TFFECT O RELATIONS. a
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4, =Toymoromr—y— IF THE VENEZUELAW PRESS LEARNS OF THI INCI-
DENT THEY WILL LIKELY GIVE IT WIDESPREAD COVERA . AS THEY DID

T4z PEMOJAL OF THE CUBANS MENTIGHED FARLIER. Ii THAT CASE
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PTREZ CGWERNMENT, ALREADY CONS Ci QUS OF ITs IMA G I THE
LAST 18 MONTHS OF ITS ADM INISTRATION, MAY EE FORCED TO TAKE
A\HARD LINE IN REACTING TC THE SHOOTING INCID E"T. POSSIAE
A\XTERNATIVZS INCLUDE DELAYING CURRENT TCONOMIC AGREEMENIS OR
REDUCI NG CULTURAL AND ZDUCATIONAL COHTACIS. MORTOVER, THE
VIOLATION COWD Be SEIZED BY THE OPP OSITION PARTY OR RI HTIST
FACTIONé TO CRITICIZE PEREZ °' ‘FRIEN)DLIE‘JESS WI TH HAVA?\\.A. AND THE

LARGE CU BAN REPRESENTATI ON IN CARACAS.
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