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SUBJ: IRAQ: SITUATION UPDATE. ()

BOI: 18 APR 8% (AS OF @@ £PT)

})

MAJOR POINTS

))

1. —BANFr KURDISH AND SHIA IKSURGENT REPRESENTATIVES REPORTEDLY
MET WITR IRAQI OFFICIALS IN BAGHDAD O 15 APRIL TO DISCUSS AN END TO
HOSTILITIES.

2. EANFr DBAGHDAD CONDEMNED THE US ANMOUNCEMENT OF RELIEF
OPERATIONS INSIDE IRAQ. '

3. -€ANFF  IRAQ HAS REQUESTED AR EXCEPTION TO SANGTIONS TO PERMIT
LYRITED GIL EXPORTS TO PURCHASE FOOD.

4.~ - KUWAIT EXPECTS TO RESUME LIMITED OIL PRODUCTION IN JUKE.
i3

DISCUSSION

))

5. M STATUS OF THE UNREST. REPRESENTATIVES OF KURDISH AND

SKIA INSURGENT "
15 APRIL, [(B)(D).14 (©)
GUOTED KURDTSK DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHIEF MASOUD BARZAWI AS SAYING RE
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DID NOT TRUST SADDAM HUSAYN, BUT BELIEVED THAT HE HWAD TO DETERMINE
IF THERE IS,MﬁMEHDJﬂLMﬁM ATTACKS ON XURD!SH
CruiL1ans. [(D)().1.4 (¢) WERE ALLEGEDLY EAGER Y0
COMPROMISE WITH SADDAM. BUT THE XURDS SOUGHT INTERNATIONAL
GUARANTEES FOR THE SAFETY OF THEIR PEOPLE. THE TW0 SIDES Wil

REPORTEDLY MEET AGAIN. COMMENT: |

®)T),1.4 (¢)

ACCORDING 1O CULTURE AND INFORMATION MINISTER HAMID YUSUF HAMMAD,
37,736 KURDS HAD RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES BY 17 APRIL, AN INCREASE OF
S:852 FROM THE PREVIOUS DAY. THESE NUMBERS COULD NOT BE CONF IRMED,
RONEVER.

823516 SBET76Y

6. =€+ REFUGEE SITUATION. REFUGEE CAMPS ALONG THE TURKISH
BORDER STILL HAVE SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS DESPITE RECENT IMPROVEMENTS.

il ot RECOMMENDED CLOSING THE REFUGEE
CAMP NEAR'ISIKVEREN (37-Z3N B42-49E). WHICH CONTAINS AT LEAST 88.088
PEOPLE: BECAUSE THERE ARE NO USABLE ROADS OR POTABLE WATER
AVAILABLE. US OFFICIALS ESTIMATED THAT 18 TO 15 PEOPLE ARE DYING IK
THIS CAMP EACH DAY, SANITATION PROBLENS AKD POOR DISTRIBUTION OF
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FOOD ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MANY DEATRS. TURKISH JOURNALISTS CLAIM
THAT KURDISH WORKERS’ PARTY SEPARATISTS HAUE SE{ZED SOME OF THE
AIRBROPPED REL |EF SUPPLIES, WHILE OTHERS ARE GRABBED BY THE

STRONGEST INDIVIDUALS: WHO THEN RESELL THEM.- 1).1.4 (c
REPORT THAT TENSION IS MOUNTING AMONG BOTH EXHA URKISH
SOLDIERS AND REFUGEES WHO ARE NOT ALLOWED TO PICK UP SUPPLIES THAT
DROPPED DUTSIDE THE CAMPS.

1. ~%7%Fr POLITICAL/DIPLOMATIC DEVELOPMENTS. ON 17 APRIL. IRAGI
FOREIGN MINISTER AHMAD HUSAYN KHUDAYYIR DENOUNCED THE US PLAN TO
CONDUCT RELIEF OPERATIONS INSIDE HORTHERN IRAQ: AGCORDING TO PRESS
REPORTS. HE DESCRIBED THE ANNOUNCEMENT AS A FURTHER INTERFERENCE IN
IRAQI INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND INDICATED THAT SUCK OPERATIONS WERE
UNNECESSARY. XHUDAYYIR SAID HE HAD JUST CONFERRED WiTH PRINCE
SADRUDDINE AGA KHANs THE UN EXECUTIVE COMMISSIONER FOR AID AND
RELIEF, AND THAT THEY HAD AGREED [N PRINCIPLE ON REFUGEE RELIEF

OPERATIONS. A& SEPARATE: UNCONFIRMED PRESS REPORT INDICATED THAT
BAGHDAD ¥AS ACTIVELY SEEKIX THDRAMAL OF TURKiSH TROOPS FRON

IRAG!
(b)(D).1.4 (¢)

PAGE B5 RUEKJCSBOA6 -S——E—R-t-F
8. —6AHH- UN SECRETARY-GENERAL PEREZ Df CUELLAR TOLD REPORTERS iN
PARIS ON THE 17TH THAT {RAQI AUTHORITIES SHOULD BE CONTACTED PRIOR
70 THE DEPLOYMENT OF FOREIGK MILITARY PERSONNEL !N IRAQ. THE SAME
DAY: HOWEVER: UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) OGATA TOLD
gilgaglg 1.4 ﬁca THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL WAD

HEL TO OPERATE {N NORTHERN IRAQ AND
INDICATED THAT SHE WAS PREPARED 10 SEMD PEOPLE 10 THE PROPOSED
ENCAMPMENTS. HOWEVER: OGATA ADMITTED THAT THE UNHCR WAS STILL NOT
READY TO RESPOND TO THE MAGNITUDE OF THE REFUGEE CRISIS ON THE
TURKISK-IRAQI BORDER, AND WOULD REQUIRE ADDITIONAL TiME 70 ORGANIZE,
(b)(1).1.4 (¢)

PHEE%R/M%'H'F—

(b)(1).1.4 (o)

8. </NFF IN AN INTERVIEN PUBLISHED 17 APRIL, IRAQI PRINE MINISTER
SADUN HAMMADI REITERATED BAGHDAD’S INTENT TO LIBERALIZE ITS
POLITICAL SYSTEM. IN IRAQG, HAMMADI CALLED FOR CHANGING
REVOLUTIONARY INSTITUTIONS IKTO DEHOCRATIC AND COMSTITUTIONAL ONES.
"STRENGTHENING" THE RULE OF LAW: REFORMING THE ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM
BY SIMPLIFYING PROCEDURES: ALLOWING THE PRESS TO CRITICIZE THE
SYSTEM: AND CREATING A JUDICIAL VERICLE FOR CITIZENS TO AIR
GRIEVANCES AND SAFEGUARD THEIR RIGHTS. THE NEWLY APPOINTED PRINE

SEEREF
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14. &Rk KUWAITI SITUATION. THE MP A
[fifff:frODUCTION WITHIN A FEW MONTHS, )(1).1.4 (c)

IT HOPES TO START PRODUCTION BY EARLY JUNE AT ABOUT 5@, 880
BARRELS PER DAY BPDJ, WITH ALL OF THE OIL GOING TO THE MINISTRY OF
ELECTRICITY AND WATER FOR POWER GENERATION. BY JULY, THE OIL
COMPANY HOPES TO PRODUCE 1€0, 668 BPD wWHICH wOULD BE QUICKLY
INCREASED TO 150, 886 BFD. AGAIN, ALL SUCH PRODUCTION WOULD BE USED
INTERNALLY.
11.  —ernet  [(b)(1).14 (c)
[ [SATD THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HAS
DECIDED TO ELIMINATE ALL REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN
FROM FOREIGN COMPANIES IMPORTING GOODS. CONTRACTS SIGNED BY THE
GOVERNMENT FOR THE EMERGENCY PHASE OF RECONSTRUCTION HAVE EXCLUDE
ALL LANGUAGE REFERRING TO THE ARAB.LEAGUE’'S BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL. THE
COUNTRY' S LAWS CONCERNING THE BOYCOTT DD, HOWEVER, REMAIN ON THE
BOOKS AND CAN BE REINSTATED AT ANY TIME. IT IS UNCLEAR IF THE
PROCEDURE WILL CONTINUE BEYOND THE 1 MAY COMPLETION OF THE EMERGENCY
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