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ARGENTINAS TEKKORIST TOLL CONTINUES TO MOUNT, EErnoFoii)

1. —tCrwOCFORN)Y L INCE NOVEMBER, ARGENTINE SECURITY FORCES
HAVE HAD SPECTACLLAR SUCCESS IN THEIR BATTLE AGAINST LEFT=
IST TERRQRISTS, ACCORDING TO GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS, DURING
THE PERIOD, 23¢ °~ SPECTED SUBYERSIVES WERE KILLFQ, BRINGIANG
THE YOTAL OF VIC. . 0+S FOR 1976 TO SOME 1,588, SO FAR DURING
THE FIKST SIX QAYS OF THIS NEW YEAR, 5@ GUERRILLAS HWAVE
DIED IN THE POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED VIOLENCE,

2., oANGEQRA) THE GOVERNMENT'S SUCCESS CAN BE AYTRIBUTED
IN PART TO BETTER INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION AND OPERATIONS,
THEIS HAS RESULTED IN AN INCREASED KNOWLEDGE OF THE INNER
WORKINGS OF THE TERRORISTS' ACTIVITIES, THEREBY PROVIDING
SECURITY FORCES WITH THE INTENTIONS AND LOCATIONS OF SURe
VERSIVES, AS RAIDS ARE CARRIED OUT, DOCUMENTS ARE SEIZED
THAY EXPOSE ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES AND PLANS OF THE TERRORIST
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3. TEFNEGRN= THE ARGENTINE GOVERMMENT HAS MADE GREAT
STRIOES IN ITS ANTISUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN SINCE TAKING OVER
THE GOVERNMENT [ AST MAKCH, NEVERTHELESS, THt TERRDRISTS
STILL SHOULD BE JUDGED CAPASLE OF CARRYING GUT DkANATIC
ACTS OF VIOLENCE, SUCH AS ASSASSINATIONS AND BOMBINGS,

4, FErNOFORNY— IN RELATED DEVELOPMENYS, PRESIDENT VIDELA'S
KELEASE OF A LARGE NUMBER GF PDOLITICAL PRISONERS BEFORE
CHRISTMAS AND THE PROMUTION QOF At ARMY COLONEL YO GENERAL
HAVE CAUSED DISAFFECTICONM w[THIN THE MILITARY, THE MAJURIYY
QF ARMED FQRCES COFFICEKS REPORTEDLY OPPOSED THE DETAINEES!
AELEASE, BELIJEVING THAT SUCH AN ACT wWOULD PERMIT SOME OF
THEM TO RESUME SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, M#MOST ARMY OFFICERS
APPARENTLY DISAPPROVED OF VYIOELA'S BYPASSING TRADITIONMNAL
PRUMOITION PROCEDURES IN ADVANCING COL JUAN ALBERYO PITA TO
THE RANK OF GENENAL, ALTHOUGH VIDELA'S MOTIVE wWAS PROBARLY
TC HEWARD PITA FDR MIS RECENT ESCAPE FROM A SIX=MONTH CONe
FINEMENT ORDEAL IN THE HANDS OF TERRQRISTS, Tt OFFICERS
REPORTEDLY CONSIDERED THE PROMOTION UNJUST SINCE MANY QTHER
NON=SELECTED COLONELS wERE SUPERIOR TO PITA,

9, LLANOFDRNJWNINIEL] THE DISPLEASURE WITHIN THE MIL]ITARY
OVER THE VIDELA DECISIONS ARE NOT IN THEMSELVES SUFFICENTLY
SERIOUS TO BRING DOWN THE GOVERNMENT, NEVERTHELESS, CON=
SIODERING THE ECONDMIC, LABOR, AND POLITICAL PRESSURES RFING
FELT BY THE GOVERNMENT, VIDELA AND HIS CLOSESY ADVISERS CAN
ILL AFFORD TO MAKE ANYMORE DECISIONS THAT MIGHY ERCDE THE
SUPPORY THEY NQON
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