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BODY
COUNTRY: (U) COLOMBIA (CO): PANAMA (PM); VENEZUELA

(VE)
IPSP: (U) (b)(3):10 USC 424
SUBJ: IIRG®B)I0USC 424 HRDER OF BATTLE, LEADERSHIP AND

AREAS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE UNITED SELF-DEFENSE FORCES

OF COLOMBIA. (U)
WARNING: (U) THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT

FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLASSIFIED

-_----ﬁ---l*-_-__---—_-_—-_-i.l—_—-—-----_‘___-—-_—__“_Hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

DOI: (U) 19970000; 19991218; 20000101; 20000824;

20000927
(b)(3):10 USC 424

(0)(1)(0)(3):10 USC 424.1.4 (c)

E. (U) EL ESPECTADOR, BOGOTA-BASED, COLOMBIA'S OLDEST
DAILY NEWSPAPER. PUBLISHED CIRCULATION IS €0,000.
OWNERS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIBERAL PARTY, 20000729,
IN SPANISH.

F. (U) EL TIEMPO, BOGOTA-BASED, COLOMBIA'S LEADING

DAILY NEWSPAPER. PUBLISHED CIRCULATION IS 350,000.
OWNERS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIBERAL PARTY, 20000517,
IN SPANISH.

G. (U) WWW.COLOMBIALIBRE.COM, AUC HOMEPAGE. SITE
SPONSORED AND/OR MAINTAINED BY AUC, 20000828, IN
SPANISH.

H. CAMBIO, BOGOTA-BASED, ONE OF COLOMBIA'S MOST
RESPECTED WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINES. PUBLISHED CIRCULATION
IS 100,000. OWNERS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE LEFT,
20000515, IN SPANISH.

SUMMARY: &> THIS IS THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF REPORTS
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ON THE LEADERSHIP AND ORDER OF BATTLE INFORMATION FOR
THE AUC AND SUBORDINATE/INDEPENDENT SELF-DEFENSE GROUP
ELEMENTS.

TEXT: 1. <€y THE UNITED SELF-DEFENSE FORCES OF

COLOMBIA (AUC), LED BY CARLOS ((CASTANO)) GIL, IS AN
UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION CONTROLLING THE MAJORITY OF
COLOMBIA'S SELF-DEFENSE AND PARAMILITARY FORCES. THE

AUC IS COMPOSED OF GENERAL STAFF ELEMENT AND NINE SELF-
DEFENSE GROUPS. THE MOST IMPORTANT GROUPS ARE THE
PEASANT SELF-DEFENSE FORCES OF CORDOBA AND URABA (ACCU),
THE SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF SANTANDER AND SOUTHERN CESAR
(AUSAC), THE SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF THE EASTERN PLAINS
(ACLLO), THE SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF PUERTO BOYACA, THE
SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF THE MAGDALENA MEDIO (AMM), THE
SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF SIMITI, THE SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS

OF CASANARE, THE SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF CUNDINAMARCA,
AND THE VALLUNA COUNTER GUERRILLA GROUP. THIS REPORT
WILL COVER THE GENERAL STAFF, THE INDIVIDUAL GROUPS, AND
FINANCES.

2. 6% PRIOR TO 1998, THE COLOMBIAN MILITARY CLASSIFIED
SELF-DEFENSE ORGANIZATIONS AS CRIMINAL ELEMENTS. WITH

THE 1998 PRESIDENTIAL ORDER TO ATTACK SELF-DEFENSE
FORCES. COLOMBIAN MILITARY INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATIONS
BEGAN TO COLLECT AND ANALYZE INFORMATION ON ALL SELF-
DEEFENSE GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY. THE INFORMATION IN THIS
REPORT PROVIDES A COMPARISON OF PRESS REPORTING, THE AUC
HOMEPAGE AND A REPORT PREPARED BY THE COLOMBIAN ARMY
INTELLIGENCE SECTION FOR ARMY COMMANDER GENERAL MORA.

3. 9% THE GENERAL STAFF IS THE AUC'S DECISION-MAKING

BODY. COMPRISED OF 21 LEADERS FROM THE SELF-DEFENSE
FORCES WHICH MAKE UP THE AUC AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM
INDEPENDENT SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS. THE PRINCIPAL MEMBERS
OF THE STAFF ARE:

A. CARLOS ((CASTANO)) GIL, ACCU

B. CESAR ((MARTIN)), ACCU

C. SANTANDER ((LOZADA)), ACCU

D. JOSE ALFREDO ((BERRIO)), ACCU

E. VICTOR A. ((TRIANA)), SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF PUERTO

BOYACA

F. CESAR ((SALAZAR)), SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS OF PUERTO
BOYACA

G. RAMON MARIA ((ISAZA)) ARANGO, AMM
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