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PREFACE

(U) The Military Intelligence Summary (MIS), published in eight volumes, is a

synopsis of military intelligence worldwide. Intended to serve as a ready reference,
the MIS presents a compilation of intelligence on those forces that contribute to
the military security of each country, and on the political and economic factors
affecting the country’s military capability. Published annually, the MIS serves to
update information in other DIA publications.’

(U) Given the growth of the MIS, Volume IV has been subdivided into three parts:
Part I — Southern and Central Africa, Part II — West Africa, and Part Il — East
Africa. This subdivision should improve the timeliness of publication and ease of
reference for the consumer.

(U) Information summarized in the MIS is available in detail in numerous DIA
publications. A list of related publications, both completed and scheduled, is
published in the Register of Intelligence Publications (DDB-2600-37-series) and in
the Defense Intelligence Production Schedule (DVP-2600-35-series). The Intelligence
User’s Guide (DDM-2600-397-series) explains how to obtain finished intelligence
products and services from DIA. .

(U) Specific publications that may be of particular interest and have been
produced since the last edition of this MIS in March 1985 are as follows: Com-
parative Military Strengths: Sub-Suharan Africa (U), DDB-2600-1852B-85, November
1985; Foreign Military Assistance, Volume VI — Africa South of the Sahara (U),
DDB-1940-1A-85, Volume VI, December 1985; Air Order of Battle, Volume IV —
Africa South of the Sahara (U), DDB-1300-104-85, June 1985; Naval Order of Battle,
Volume IV — Africa South of the Sahara (U), DDB-1200-104-84, November 1984; and
Insurgencies in Sub-Saharan Africa (U), DDB-2300-5-84, May 1984,

(U) Questions and comments concémiijé- MIS Volume 1V, — Part I, should be

referred in writing to the Defense Intellience"Agency (ATTN: — | Washington,

D.C. 20301-6111. Requests for additional copies should ‘ ed through
command approval channels, as appropriate, to DIA (ATTN fb](e‘)",jz‘l in accordance
with DIA Manual 59-1, Intelligence Dissemination/Reference ﬁzcr_mbei :
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ANGOLA

1. GOVERNMENT

a. (U) Key Government Officials
President, and President of the MPLA-Labor Party: Jose Eduardo dos Santos
Prime Minister: Pedro De Castro Van-Dunem (“Loy”)
Minister of External Affairs: Afonso Domingos Pedro Van Dunem (*Mbinda”)
Minister of Defense: Col-Gen Pedro Maria Tonha (“Pedale”™)
Minister of Interior: Lt-Gen Manuel Alexandre Duarte Rodrigues (“Kito")
Acting Minister of State Security: Fernando Piedade dos Sentos (*Nando”)

b. Type and Stability of Government

=(e> The People’s Republic of Angola (RPA) is considered by its leaders to be a Marxist
state; however, the Government is in only the earliest stages of development along Marxist
lines. The RPA was established on 11 November 1975, at the end of Portuguese rule, by
one of three contending Angolan insurgent groups, the Soviet- and Cuban-backed Popular
Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA). In December 1977, the MPLA's first Party
Congress was held, transforming the MPLA into the MPLA-Labor Party and giving the
party a stronger role in the Government and in the military and security forces. President
dos Santos was elected by the MPLA in September 1979 to replace Agostinho Neto, who died
in Moscow that month while under medical care. Dos Santos was confirmed in the position
by a vote of the MPLA's Extraordinary Party Congress in December 1980. His position
has progressively strengthened, from his election initially as a compromise choice, to his
reelection, along with a supportive Politburo and Central Committee, at the December 1985
Second Party Congress.

=¢€rThe MPLA is the sole legal party in,K Angola, but party leadership is severely
factionalized and these divisions have undermined the stability of the regime. Even the late
President Neto, who held a leadership role in MPLA affairs for more than a decade, was not
always capable of maintaining complete control of his party. Neto balanced pressures —
as dos Santos now also doezs — from a hardline pro-Soviet element, MPLA moderates, and
black militants. The moderates want to limit Communist influence in the country and the
black militants resent the influence of whites, mulattoes, and urban intellectuals in the top
levels of the party and government. A hard-line pro-Soviet group also contends for greater
power. Because of their numbers, the militants and their supporters pose a serious threat
to the stability of the regime; the pro-Soviets are also strong, deriv'mg their support from
the large Soviet Bloc presence in-country. Other points of contention among the factions
are reconciliation with rival nationalist groups and relations with the West, President dos
Santos still does not have the wide acceptance that Neto did, and, despite his growing
strength, his freedom to act remains circumscribed by continuing struggles among these
and other factions. The relative influence of the various factions waxes and wanes. The
MPLA's present power base includes the Kimbundu tribe, which has traditionally supported
the MPLA; large segments of the urban population; and the substantial number of Cuban
personnel in the country. . ,
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=& The stability of the country also is jeopardized by widespread internal conflict (see
L.c.). : ,

c. Internal Threat

«@wIn the aftermath of the MPLA's 1975 pre-independence seizure of the central
government from a hastily formed coalition of insurgent groups, the MPLA has been
seeking to consolidate its control over the country. In areas it controls, the MPLA rules
with dictatorial power; however, a guerrilla war is being waged by Dr. Jonas Savimbi’s
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). Since the early 1980s,
UNITA has greatly expanded its size, capabilities, and scope of operations. Despite a series
of government and Cuban military offensives over the years, the insurgents control most
of Cuando Cubango and Moxico provinces and have been able to prevent recpening of the
Benguela Railroad, and now operate routinely as far north as Uige and Lunda Norte. During
the 1987 dry season offensive, govermnqnt.fm;ces.at_tacked UNITA-controlled territory with

renewed determination but were routed dé&zisi\félyﬁ' The likelihood of similar government
offensives creates a dilemma for UNITA — whether to oppose directly such drives into its
territory or withdraw and revert to purely guerrilla tactics.

=5 UNITA is by far the largest and best organized opposition movement, and receives
the core of its support from Angola’s largest tribe, the 3 million Ovimbundu. The movement
has 64,000 men under arms, of which about 21,000 are semiconventional troops and about
43,000 operate as guerrillas in small-unit formations. Past external support received through
Zaire was all but eliminated following the late 1978 rapprochement between the MPLA
government and Mobutu. It has increased again in recent years but probably consists
primarily of a Zairian safehaven for UNITA troops and a transshipment point for supplies.
UNITA also receives vital assistance from South Africa including tailored ground and
air support, arms and equipment, logistic and medical support, intelligence, training, and
liaison. UNITA also receives some support from Western and pro-Western countries which
is funneled through Zaire and South African-controlled Namibia. Most of UNITA’s arms,
however, are believed to come from captured stocks. The movement’s military successes
and its conciliatory policies are enabling it to move beyond both its redoubt in the sparsely
populated southeast and the Ovimbundu central highlands to areas with other ethnic bases.
UNITA hopes to force the MPLA to share power by driving Cuba to withdraw its troops
from Angola.

== Two other insurgent groups were formerly active in the Bakongo-populated north-
west, but they have been reduced in recent years to minor security problems. One, the Front
for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda (FLEC), formerly fought for the secession of
that oil-rich exclave, but chronic le‘gde’rship"f__dié‘ixi,iiags have rendered it impotent. There are
indications the MPLA is seeking to négotiate"dfi ‘énd to hostilities with at least one FLEC
faction. FLEC may be able to call on 200-300 guerrillas, but their activities are sporadic and
uncoordinated. The other Bakongo insurgent group, the National Front for the Liberation
of Angola (FNLA), had been a major contender for power during the colonial period but by
independence it had been defeated by the Cuban-backed MPLA. Its absentee leader, Holden
Roberto, was ousted in 1980; by 1984 it had lost nearly all its ability to oppose the regime,
and since then much of its leadership has been coopted by the MPLA. Zaire no longer
backs either group. Latent animosity toward the MPLA among former FLEC and FNLA
supporters is very likely the explanation for UNITA’s ability to expand into both these
groups' base areas. .

d. External Threat )
«®r The MPLA views South Africa as the major threat to Angolan sovereignty and
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